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with b sufficient salary to command the exclusive 
Services of a competent person ; a nnniN-r of s da
rted aaaUtants ; and an Advisory Boanl, to whom 
such Manager should report monthly. Seve
ral other plans were suggested, looking to the 
division of the country into districts, tne affairs 
of each district to be supervised by a section of a 
large committee to reside in that district. But 
the longer the debate was continued the more 
evident it became that the Convention would not 
reach a conclusion without extending its session. 
An informal vote had shown that the report of the 
Committee on Local Boards, as modified by Mr. 
Howard of Hartford (amendment accepted by 
Committee) was in greatest favor, viz. —that the 
Executive Committee appoint an-Executive Man
ager, as aforesaid, and an Advisory Board, from 
its own mem bets, and the requisite numlier of

Cid assistants. A resolution, that all the plans 
referred to the Executive Committee, with 

powers to devise and put in action a suitable plan 
without necessary delay, was finally adopted. It 
is understood that the work will be consummated 
at an early day. This Manager and Advisory 
Committee will supercede the Committee on Local 
Boards, Rates and Commissions—a committee, by 
the way, which has done an enormous amount of 
hard and important service in organizing boards 
and rating hundreds of localities.

The Dominion, not being a j«art of His Majesty 
Uncle Sam's Empire, will not feel so lirety afi in
terest in the question of discriminating taxation 
as the people on this side. Congress taxes the 
roiu|«nies 1| per cent on grot* premiums, and 5

rt cent on dividends, ami thc*|States pile ou from.
to 5 per cent more. The total aveiages about 6 

percent of the whole exjienses of managing the 
business. Besides, in many States, comjenies 
are compelled, as in Canada, to purchase local 
bonds, or make other form of deposit. It is the 
very decided conviction of several eminent jurists 
that when this question of inter-SUte taxation is 
reached in the United States Superior Court, the 
State practice of discriminating legislation will be 
declared unconstitutional and void.

The Committee on Taxation reported to the Na
tional Board that they hail resolved to aid a test 
case, Paul vs. Commonwmlth of Virginia, put on 
the EL 8. Supreme Court Calendar, Dec., 1868, to 
the amount of $15,000 towards costs.of suit. Vir
ginia will not issue a license to anv tire insurance 
company, not incorporated by it* laws, unless the 
wmjwny shall first jrorchase Virginia 1 ronds to an 
amount varying from $.15,000 to $5(1,1 >00, accord
ing to their vapital. Your correspondent has ex- 1 
smined the brief of the joints upon which tile \ 
suit of Paul was taken up, and he feels confident ; 
that the Supreme Court will finally break down 
all these state barriers. If states may erect l(ar
riéré to internal commerce with iinjranity. how i 
is the great inland commerce of the conntrwto lx- ; 
carried on, when the Pacifie Kaife>*d is opened to ! 
the Oolden Gate ? (

The reports of the several Special Committees, ' 
submitted to the Convention on the opening day, 
embody a vast array of statistics, aud show bow 
wide the field, varied the interests, and numerous 
the dangers, over vMiivh fire insurance oja-rates. j 
The revelations made by the committee on the 
Storage, sale, Ac., of petroleum, ought to lead to 
some remedial measures which shall secure a ma
terial reduction in the number of destructive acci
dent* and fires almost daily rejwrted from this 

There is a general want of adequate n.u- 
niripal regulations for storage, and handling, ami

bjection of kerosene to a due test of its
ripul re 
i tne anl _

specific gravity. It is almost impossible to get a 
pure article of kerosene. In 715 tests made by 
our Boards of Health and Fire Commisaiwner.-^ the 
Average vaporizing text was only 80, and the aver
age burning test, which should be 110* Fahrenheit, 
was only 92! In the manufacture of kerosene, the 
conscientious refiner runs all the dangerous oil 
into the twnzine tank ; hut as this dangerous arti
cle must be sold at a lower price than hunnug.oil, 
moot of these refiners collect as little benzine, and

f 1

as much kerosene as possible. ; Specific gravity is 
not a reliable test of inflammability, but thl fire 
test is. Its general application, under ordinance, 
to all oils before sold, would remedy the evil. The 
committee recommended a set of precautionary 
rules for loading vessels, Ac., at petroleum yard* 
and depots and submitted a form of ordinance for 
general adoption by cities ami towns. If its gene
ral acceptance ran be enforced through the influ
ence of the National Board, a great boon will have 
been conferred upon the Union, aud the Dominion 
as well. p ,

A large amount of important lalror was accom
plished by the Executive Committee during the 
year ending with the Board's session. _ Some 75 
local Boards were organized, making 475 in all, 
nearly all of which are working harmoniously. 
The rooms of thus committee now contain 1,824 
different tariffs of which 390 were made during 
the past year. Hundreds of extra and special 
hazards have also been surveyed and rated : 37,095 
printed documents have been distributed, and 
7,000 letters answered, so that it will be seen that 
the sub-machinery of the National Board is quite 
extensive.

Doubtless the readers of the Monetary Times 
are as much interested in the growing evil of in
cendiarism as tlie folks on this aide; Canada, like 
the mother country, and every other nation.has its 
share of said experience, and grevions loss from this 
crime, and the enquiry how it can be cheeked, if 
not entirely suppressed, is of jwramount import
ance, everywhere. • The convictions of late, have 
been more numerous than heretofore, but the 
frequence of the crime is not pm eptil lv dimin
ished. It lias been satisfactorily determined by 
investigation among American comjiaiiiex, that 
32 per et. of their losses is attributable to this 
crime. The loss is not a loss to the insuracce 
companies merely, but to the community at large, 
it is so much property value wiped out of exist
ence. Moreover as the companies recognize incen
diarism as occasioning one third ot their losses, 
the premiums are by that amount greater than 
they would he, if the evil could be suppressed. 
The Executive Committee have resolved to foliou 
u/> every case with persistent energetic aid to the 
authorities, and intimidation will ultimately to a 
large extent, fi*li«>w habitual conviction. The form 
of itn act was submitted to the National Boanl, 
and laid over until its next session (when it is 
believed public sentiment will be ready for if) to 
be urged ujron the several states for adoption, pro
viding that in a loss under a policy, the insured 
shall not in any case recover more than j of tin; 
amount of the loss as proved* Such a l.rw, wittjf 
more stringent regulations and precautions, in 
regard to the chief cause of incendiarftm, octr in
surance, would no doubt do much towards putting 
an end to this great evil, and disgrace to modern 
civilization.

_ M. A. C.

Fire Record. — Bethany, Ont., April 17.— 
The store of \V. M. Graham, Postmaster, was 
totally destroyed, with all its contents. The 
building was insured, but a quantity of newly 
arrived goods will add to the loss of >fr. Graham.

Stanley Township, Out., April 17.—The barn 
and shed and contents of Win. Curry, Cth con., 
were burned. The origin of the tire was the 
dropping of a live coal from the proprietor's own 
PI*- *

Nisaouri West Township, Out., April 17.—The 
stable of John Switzer caught fire, it is supposed, 
from a spark from the chimney of the house, and, 

j with contents, was burned to the ground. No 
| insurance.

Ottawa, April 23.—A tire to^k place this niorn- 
! *n8 0,1 Rideau street, destroying two frame bnild- 

ings and out-buildings — one occupied by Mr. 
Amos Rowe, auctioneer, and owned by Mr. Mat
thew Stephenson ; the other owned by Whelan, 
grocer, and owned by Robinson A Beatty, Mon
treal. Insurance — Rowe, $1,000 each'in the

Home, Ætna, and Imperial ; M. Stevens» fl m 
in the Hartford ; Whelan, $1,000 in theVm-. 
of Canada, and $3,000 in the British Amnio 
Robinson A Beatty in the Montreal Th» uns! 
ranees will more than rover the lows, jp 
stocks were all removed in a damaged conditio.

Murray Townkhin, Ont., April 14.—The ton 
and aheils of Johb McColl, of the 8th con., to* 
fire, and burred to the ground with all their Pa
tents A span of horses, 3 hogs, 6 tout of W 
100 bushel» of wheat, 80 bushels of —jj 
bushels of j leas, a lumber waggon, a buggy, mi 
a fiilining mill were consumed. There wu i 
light insurance on the liarn. The km ■ «fi. 
mated at about $1,000. The fire it supjsmd fi 
lie the work of ap incendiary.

Whitby Towjjsdiip, April 16.—The hers mi 
stable of Henry jGraham, lot 0, on the 7tk «*!, 
with 5 fat bogs, 120 bushels wheat, 40 bmhfii 
oats, a quantity Of jx-as and Iwrlry, 1 tom of fay, 
2 bushels clover Seetl, 100 bushels turnip, md 
quite an assortment of farming iiiipkmesta Tit 
loss must amount to somethingin the neighboehei 
of $1,000, al>out,ti00 of which is covered by fa 
su ranee. Cause, smoking.

Blenheim, Ont., April 18.—Mr. Morris's p* 
office, store and contents were horned U tie 
ground. Nothing savisl. It is thought the 1* 
originated from the match-box. Quite * ntaker 
of letters and statujm were destroyed. The Md 
loss will amount to $6,000. Insured for &M 
in the Niagara District Mutual

Fullerton Township, Out., April 19.—The tan 
of Jaliez Parsons, on lot J, concession 11, took be, 
aud liefore any attempt could be made to entfa 
guish it, the building with its contents were tedly 
consumed. There were 6 horses 5 cows, a nonkr 
of shei-|\ a quantity of grain, Ac., in th* band 
the time, but tiro only thing saved wasom «f tb 
horses, which was so severely burnt snd etfan 
wi.«e injured that it was deemed advisable ■■ 
act of mercy to the juror brute to ahoeth let 

| day. The loss ii estimated at between SWed 
$1,000. No iiisnrauce. The origin of the fat h 
not known, but tlie sujijwsition is lightning.

Grand Narrows, C. B., April 4.—The Cap Bade 
IA Vies says that the forge of Allan McNm, 0* 
Narrows, with all its contents, including em 
new work, was destroyed by fire.
I East Flamboro' Township* that, April 17.-4 
[fire broke out in the kitchen of the home -P1-* 
by John Brown, on the farm of Alexander Own, 
near Aldershott, East Flamboro', whfaà •• 
quickly coniungL The building, snd * P" 
deal of the furniture, together with money, «■$• 
caHnstronrent^and jdiotograph apparatus, vwi 

Hi uce on the 1
ipparatm, ' 

furniture.destroyed. No itisurauce on 1
London Township, Ont., Ajuil 18. 

severe thunder-storm, a barn belonging "J* 
Ilobbs, on lot No. 3, 14tli conce**, MW 
was struck by lightning, and burnt to the {"» 
It contained a large quantity of straw and yfW 
inijdemeiits, and two complete tool cheeti. 
dixirs aud sashes intended for his new bo<ut, 
of which wi re consumed. Los* absm 
No insurance. ■

Bayfield, lKm
ounty Huron, Ont, April !«•-* 

wnel by Mr. Rankin,
______1 .nil.line SI.200 van*down. There was in the Wilding SL*0p. e 

of js-as belonging to the Royal Canadian .
which the insurance had run out ' j 
bushels of wheat Ixdonging to Mr. < 
Windsor. The Wilding was insuml w 
As no tire had been used in the bun™» 
feared it was the act of an incendiary.

St. John, N. B„ Ajwil 10.—
Messrs. Knox * Thomjwm s workstiop, etgiaa 
their wan-room* ou Germain Street ^ ^ 
were quickly on the ground, and^the , _ , jp 
dued, but not before the j>rinclj*d I” ——gaily 

I tools, iMittertis, and otiier valuable propc —A
found in » cabinet maker 
The place was insured, It is


