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Farm Experiences and Problems
Practical Suggestions and Opinions on Everyday Farm Work

advice to the hew settler .
Tbs spring of 1*17 will or many men making 

tbeir flrst start >< indepaiKlsat farmers on «he 
prairie Many of them are rousing from ether 
l«r|i of 'ana.la or from the failed Hlalee \ erjr 
many hate had toil, limited ei|*rieere of Western 
agriculture Much men are aniioue to bsaclit by 
|hr accumulate! eS|<crirece of thoee who have lived 
many yew* in the Weel Even to thoee who have 
done eeaeideral.le practical farming a ehort sura 
mary, eontamieg the gist of that *-i|«neaee, ehould 
he welcome It wav with the idea of enrunag a 
budget,,of reliable Information and advire for the 
beginner that a repcrsen’ativ e .,f The fluide 
upon Mr A ague Mr Kay. whom long experience of 
weetere renditions, and thorough hnowledge of 
oralrie farming, gainerl a* eu|-*rint««d#st of the 
Klpenmeatal farm at Indian Head, qealiMes him 
as few inen la the Went to counsel the man who 
ie just starting on new or |«rtljr improved land.

riaa and Oats fee a Start

"The Inexperienced settler or the young man 
just starting up on a new or jmrtly improved half 
eertiee," said Mr MrKay, ‘‘should choose land 
with from twelve to twenty Inches of rlay 
with slay subsoil and with water available 
bushes indicate good wheat land The equipment 
he would require would be two or three her sen. I .low 
harrows, wagon, drill and binder for the Mrst year 
if Baa or eats are sown During hie 
•ret luHusrr it in best for him to 
erect a house and stable la April; 
break for Bat and nets early ta 
May; esHivate and sow the tend as 
aeon as broken. and break the latter 
port ef May and all of Jane for hie 
nest year's ertsp.M

"The young man could da with 
very little lh> Mrst year," continued 
Mr MrKay, "I thmh Mas is a good 
crop to start with lea or • ft see 
acres of it, he should net overdo It.
This given him a little money |4 the 
fall It ie the only stop he can be 
euro ef the tret year. It Is nsd wise 
for him to gw tee fast at Bret He 
eaa raise potatoes and vegetables, 
of course, and if he had a few bene 
It would he as advantage Hup(ws 
lag he had a thousand dollars, he 
could pet la about tweety acres ef 
Mas and any tee arrow of nain Etas 
ha the eurent crop he ran grow endec 
ewrh circumstances. Hole often Ie a 
fair crop, hut net much should he 
risked foray pounds of mod should 
he sown to the acre for Mas and I we 
bushels of eels After the Brel year 
the Mas should he die p pod ' ‘

lachaosuag Advisable This «am osa
• • .

Ashed h.e epv .on regarding the laSsn from IH 
breaking and cnltisalnsn of virgin

Came, Mr McKay staled that the
at plan was la break th/be laches deep la Jens 

Rrsnhing and backsetting g%>e the beet and eurent 
résulta To form a good tend hod thm breaking 
should he roll- 4ad av ik« break.sg ess
daae It should he -lisird when the gram starts 
end again .an - a crop
•o spring breaking he ah on Id summer fallow I he 
fattening year If he took an crop off the Bret 
year and anode I hie breaking the nnni sd season he 
ahowl'l Mgwre an seeding wheat when the front ie 
■•I «f the ground, tun laches deep, la April So 
news taws rants alma le necessary before seeding 
roc walla ah on Id be need to tient seed for smut and 
this should not he neglected Meed shod Id be pre 
Sided el the rale of a 1-eshai and a half In the 
hr«V sown two laches deep After retting thm 
g»hie the settler should leave the stubble had 
were it flowing her nets nr barley should he done 
Ie the «ding, from nan la two inches deeper than 
the break tag Roth harrows and packer ehould fat 
lew right after the plow

If he mill» are raised, one third «d-lbe cultivated 
Mod ah on Id he earn mer fallowed each year, if rattle 
•re raised, sert of the land should he seeded down 
far hay and pasture

other work to do getting up hie buildings, breaking 
his land, etc , that he will scarcely have time for 
stock There is no objection to a row, of coures. ‘1

Mr. klrKav eon eiders that the bevt grakesa for 
hay are western rye grass or timothy; for pasture, 
western rye The stubble land should be plowed 
in May and Bfteen ll,s of western rye grass sec I 
should be sown to Ike were. Timothv requires eight 
I be. to the errs When miked, twelve pounds of 
western rvn and three Iba. of timothv should be 
towa The aeed shou'd l.e sown in a drill hoi and 
aot with the grata Alfalfa should l»e sown alone— 
twelve to Mfteen lbs |cr acre "flood cultural 
methods and seed selection," concluded Mr. Me 
Kay, "should increase I he average yield of all 
gre.es thryout Weetere < auarla by from lie to 
eight bushela"

MAKING A PLANK DKAO
A year ago you published articles by Meager 

Wheeler and de err.bed a jdaah drag to level with 
before xoeding I would like lo know whal length 
to make one for three and also for four horses, 
whal width between idanhs nod I be ewereel angle 
of drag in use Would I* degrees dof How would 
a combination do, I bat Is, I he plaehe to stand ea 
made to lo ttsesl as a |-rt~Hg drag I

I Iocs it make wheat later maturiag if harrowed 
shce Joel showing thru, prwvtdisg one used lever 
harrows, with the tooth slaelod backwards, aa

about to come thru the ground, that is the best 
stage at which to do effective work, and will rather 
hasten maturity than retard it, by reason of the 
cultivation given at that time. It will retard ata 
turity if harrowed when an ineh lo four or SIS 
inches above the ground when in single leaf stage 
It may be harrowed again when it is stealing. Any 
ordinary harrow na« be used just as it is showing 
thru the soil, la fad I would r.-commend setting 
the teeth straight at this time rather than sloping 
them —Meager Wheeler

FEEDING AND BREEDING LAMBS
Al the reseat stack show held at Denver the 

champion lead of lambs of I he show were sold hy 
• ‘lay Hol.ieson al the record price of S3 reals per 
Hi., a price ealy approached bv the jthampiea lambs 
al the last International at fhieago that were ex 
hi Idled bv the ButterMrld Livestock Pa, Weiaer, 
Ida, at SI| rente per Ih The lambs that eel the 
new high prise were fed by llruce Katun. Eel*, 
'"ole., who wrote the following for the February 
imuc of the American Kheop Breeder

"These lambs were all registered Heelkdowns 
from I he original dock I bought of < "bar lee I .eel A 
Metes. Mantua, Ohio They were tea month» old 
when sold and weighed •! Iba. bringing 13 cents 
|er lb As ewee a> Ibn w..ul l rat grain I let them 
ion thru creepers for about three WMvelhe. after which 
their mothers and the lambs were turned on a* 

slough gram poMuro with quite a lot 
of sweet clever. This being the 
dried year that ("alswado had ever 
sees, the pasture was nothing extra 
They were taken asray frem their 
maths#» He pi ember I and pet ia tbe 
feed lota I Started them oe rolled 

. and alfalfa, fed la a self 
feeder, "bet I be alfalfa wax aot eat 
or ground; tbeir feed ration was 
gradually raised and at tbe end of 
thirty dare they were eating a waned 
per head We thee switched the 
feed from rolled barley lo whole her 
ley and raised thorn up gradually la 
a I meed and throw quarter» per day,

-• fed morning and esealeg, also 
alfalfa hay wee fed Ie thorn with 
their arsis They had nrccee Ie Fan­
ning seepage water at all liesee They 
were held ea this feed until two 
weeks before lhe I leaser shew, whoa 
we switched to
could net gel Ike whole barley al 
lhe 1 trover shew We shipped le 
I lee ver, January IT aad held them 
ia epee peas aad they did net ill 

well a* "

Oe IBs Perm ef Healey Menaces Bresh. Been x
M « »•««• efc»r* K'Min im U*m «*4 4 M>f«i tm

t .
>»>4m khi**» ki««ivA| o»4 i»m 4s*» • •• •» mnk !•*

• mm U«r M 4B» r«t h* i fee N««

aa aot la this the stand I -A- II, I 'aawsmd, Mask

TV* •«-»«.»• • a*a 
Ul>R| lee

very well ltd I key éwM 
neighed a bool M Iba These lam be 
a ere fol hy a man who had 
fed a eh rep before ia hie life, aad f 
tee ealy say thm, that the male 
me ret Is goad foundation staff la 
start with la fear years I have 
always had Ike grand championship 

carcass cosiest *also wee la the

Uremark Be Kept*

• "It te aw# advisable fee Ike settler he keep meek 
the Mm tear, hat eectalaly OK after that," ca>4 
Mr McKay, when «seatweed aa thm petal "The 
■Ilklag strain ef Hhnrthorse m the hem. la the 
malts, ml feed Im* winter forage prairie weal hay
la Wholly available ea new la. ...............good
older feed if esrl aa Ike green aide The —y— 
il m aot advisable le alternat keet.ag meek the 
•ret year m tkel the new settle» will he»# aa o

Il m net adv isabio la make the plaak drag laager 
than * ar |h feet for ms oral reisoei Whs a wider 
It will net de satisfactory work, particularly if 
the surface ef the ground le rtdgwd Hash may he 
the ease even when apparently It is level By draw 
leg the drag at an angle of shout 43 degrees, it will 
offset thm lo ensue esleat-

The combinato>e drag year rnrremwadeat had 
refereaee la m eel arresear • a# the plank drag ta 
ant intended Ie pals setae the sell, hut la level the 
serf ace, cinyllsy aa new breaking that has yest 
been disced || IS not goad preeltee Ie pels enre 
the sell 1 u Bleus la special circumetaacee > »s I hie will 
cease the setl te drift A plash drag that pulverises 

vales w t rank sa them ie dust shauld aad 
he usml oe the ordinary aratne salt We 4e and 
want a dam maWb sa aumh as a granular welch

The plaak drag, eel aa edge, a» 4 recommend, te 
fee the purpose ef chav lag the ami. and tiling ap 
•II Bywomk which w daae hy rwltlag the tea 
Umpo along the front edge ef Ikes drag instead ef 
dealing ever I he ee’fs » -- I te a So#
dam, as m dean hy the plan ef Ike -Vag year ewe 
reef cadent suggests. which would really be a 
Agate, la the plan submitted the ereaa he# l 
slow so the graced had will yceveal the w 
along the front «de of the drag, and will ill ap 
lamde ef the drag The croon piece cue sect tag the 
I we si dan ef a drag sAcald be rlarsd as nee» the 
lap edge ef the drag as Beam hie la allow the eaU 
I” pans freely The pi»»k drag I cocoa.mead a .11 
da recollect aad better work aa eeddy ground 
than the Mwi

With leepeet to ha/fewtag grace when it w jam

SYSTEM AND STANDARDIZING
Last year a hen the farmer weal la haste fa# re 

" pairs te the local Implement dealer he eawh* net 
supply Me wauls at ease, la many rases he had 
te wait a week before the pteee ram# aad la other# 
Ih# required parte eeetd net he obtained

The implement weals claimed that the wkasib 
t-vcrce acre mnaufactanag meeltwee ia place of 
isjaiFi as they feeed H mare acsiMlhUe and the 
agent rould aad ehtaie a line mi supplies.

| to *• some agcels fytrtM tea mock Ham
aad money Id the toll, eg ef until WV hi Isa, the reaoh 
being that they could eet w did not acreage for 
aa adequate seppti ef rwpmir» far farm impie meets 

The dealer could aeavcl the farmer hy patting 
forth ever» effort te sheers a large supply ml repairs, 
early ia the mama It would asm Mieses wise lime 
if a printed bet ml «applies aa head wees pooled te 
the edtoe.

I have gone far a repair end have had to wait 
a long lime been use lb# dealer did ee« seem le 
kaww Jam where vartow ports ef hie stack ware

The moil order bee* could help the farmer hy 
having repairs w heed ee dent being com polled 
to need to the foolery when orders were received 

The ferewr eaa earn et the agent in man > earn 
Firm, ha shoo Id leak ever hm machinery and die 
never the porta that are week or worm If ha 
*s*M 'ahe a lis* ef Ihewe aorta to the ageel N might 
help the egret to serve him promptly whew needs 
arose The farmer might wcare all them porto 
thm winter aad be would have a pleasant feeling ef


