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Better Farming for Saskatchewan
ffiy A. F. Mantle, ^Deputy Minister of Agriculture

EDITOR'S NOTE The Saskatchewan Department of Agriculture, which is continually breaking out into new lines, is at present 
maturing plans for rendering service to the farmers of the province in several important directions. In response to a 
request for information as to the plans of the department with regard to demonstration work, the Deputy Minister,
Mr. Mantle, has written for The Guide the article published below.

I am pb-SM-d to l>< a III. to a.lvi.v you 
that plant liav now h.-.-n pr.-t.ty well 
completel for making a start with both 
ilenpmst rat ion farm work anil farm 
demon -t rat ion work early in the new 

Not only are our plans practically 
I omplete.l, hut what is even more im­
portant, -orne funds will he available 
I,V that time for the carrying on of this 
work It ha- never been the intention 
In this pi ov,rue to have a system of 
government owned and operated demon- 
Iration farms Our f' fling is that the 

mill who most need to he reached thru 
demonstration farms or otlu i educational 
agencies, are inclined, very oft.' n unjustly, 
to discount the work done and results 
obi -lined on a government owned and 

rated demonstration farm simply la 
cause it is owned and operated by the 
government. Their eorniin nt is that 
l'hey could do just as well and obtain 
the same results if they had the govern 
merit at t heir I lack.

Demonstration Farms
Idle line we propose to follow, therefore. 
In a h ot a farm t hat is typical and 

conveniently located in each district, 
as we are abb to take up the work ill the 
different districts, and a farm, moreover,
I hat is owned and operated by a pro­
gressive man w ho has I he confidence of 
iiis neighbor s, and to seek to enter into 
an agreement with such a man in each 
locality, when hy lie will undertake to 
, any mi certain line- of demonstration 
work on Iiis farm. I liesi lines of work 
will not b- elaborate nor will they call 
for a great deal of extra work or i x pen sc­
on hi. part. When a piece of demon- 
| ra lion work reaches the point where 

the I ruth or ptaetiee which is being, 
demonstrated can lie pointed out to 
advantage, we hop.- to organize gather 
mgs of I lie farmers of the loeabty at the 
demons! i at ion farm and point out what- 
,-ver is to la- pointed out. Results 
obtained in tins way on a farm which is 
well known to the community, and hy 
a farmer w ho has not I he advantage-, 
;f it be all advantage, of government 
eperat ion or government assistance out­
side of expert advice, cannot be dis- 
,,united by the indifferent or critical 
farmer as call the results obtained oil a 
government owned and operated démon­
stration farm. I hope that by the time 
another year is past we may he able to 
report some substantial development 
and progress with I Iiis line of work

District Representatives
No doubt you are familiar to some 

extent with I lie district representative 
work that lias been carried on to an 
increasing- extent in Ontario during 
recent years. I believe that the Ontario 
Department of Agricult lire now has a 
representative; with from one to three 
assistants in the summer time, and a 
disl riel office,‘. in at least forty of the 
counties of tfnta|io, and spends some­
thing like s 1 liu.lMMt a year in the main­
tenance of this very clfeetiv.y form of 
ervicc. Thru the aid of a recent I nited 

States statute also, county demonstration 
agents are being placed in an ever increas­
ing number of counties in all the most 
progressive states of the union, from an 
agricultural point of view. These well 
trained men with local headquarters, 
local at Unisphere and a personal know 
ledge uf local conditions are found to lie 
very rife.-live agents for bettering agri- 
mill lirai conditions, in Saskatchewan, 
how ever, we have no counties. Our unit 
of local self government is the rural 
municipality, w hich is only nine tow n- 
-liips in extent as a rule, and of which in 
consequence there are many hundreds in 
the province. It is obviously impossible, 
tor lack both of trained men and money, 
lor the Provincial Government to place 
i district representative in each rural 
municipality in the province. Vet there 
i- plenty of work within the boundaries 

an. on* rural municipality for the

energi.-s of a good man. The noxious 
weeds question arid the Noxious Weeds 
\. t alike require that a rural municipality 
appoint one or more weed inspectors 
to deal with this question. Our plan 
is to encourage rural municipalities to 
appoint a successful and progressive man 
to promote better farming in their muni­
cipality thruout the summer months, 
or even thruout the year if possible, 
instead of merely appointing a kind of 
police officer to enforce the policy of 
destroying weeds. Weeds are a by­
product of poor farming. If the farming 
ran he improved the weeds will be taken 
rare of and the only need for a weed 
inspector will be to look after the weeds

on abandoned lands, road allowances and 
farms held by absentee owners.

Agricultural Secretaries a Success
In 1014 some .5.5 rural municipalities, 

in response to our suggestion, appointed 
an agricultural secretary instead of a 
weed inspector, the secretary, of course, 
having all the power of a weed inspector, 
hut having in addition a great many other 
duties calculated to improve the farming 
methods and better rural conditions in 
Iiis district. These secretaries were ap­
pointed for terms varying from three 
to twelve months. The aggregate amount 
paid by these .55 councils to these men 
was $40,000. Perhaps forty of these 
fifty-five secretaries are of the type that 
we wished to see appointed and these 
forty have done real good work during 
the past summer This, you will agree.

is a pretty good start. . It remains to be 
seen how many of these fifty- five councils 
will continue the policy and how many 
other councils will adopt it,- No doubt 
in municipalities where a poor man was 
appointed and did not make good, and 
in municipalities in which crops were 
almost a total failure, or where very- 
poor, no secretary will he appointed next 
year. On the other hand we expect that 
some municipalities in which crops. were 
normal and which border on municipalities 
in which good live secretaries worked 
thruout 1914, will appoint a secretary 
in 1915. The Department thruout 191 t 
kept five field representatives at work 
all over the province meeting these

agricultural secretaries and the weed 
inspectors of other municipalities and 
helped them in whatever ways they could. 
It is not the purpose of the Provincial 
Government to saddle the municipalities 
hy means of this agricultural secretary 
plan with all the work and expense which 
the Ontario Provincial Government, with 
the aid of the Dominion subsidy for 
agricultural instruction, assumes. We 
still plan to have our district representa­
tives. Wliat I have tried to point out 
is, that our system of local self-government 
with its very large number of comparative­
ly small units, does not lend itself to 
the co-operation between municipal and 
provincial authorities that the county- 
system in Ontario, and in the States of the 
Tnion, makes possible. Our districts will 
have to be formed without much reference 
to municipal boundaries and our district

representatives will be officers of the 
Provincial Government, all of whose 
salary and expenses will probably be 
borne by the Provincial Government 
with the aid of the Dominion subsidy 
for agricultural instruction. In Ontario 
some part of the expenses of I he district 
representative’s office are borne by tlie 
eounty authorities. We are suggesting 
to our municipal authorities that insti ad 
of co-operating with us in bearing part 
of the expenses of the district representa­
tive’s office, they will themselves s'-leet 
a man who will lie I heir own officer 
f agricultural secretary) and work en­
tirely within their own municipality and 
will be paid by them and therefore he 
responsible to them.

We think that a plan such as this fits 
into the sparse nature of tin- settlement 
of a province such as Saskatchewan 
pretty well. To the extent that agri­
cultural secretaries are appointed by 
municipal authorities, district representa­
tives will find in such municipalities 
a man seeking to furl her the same interests 
as the representative is appointed to 
further, and with whom and thru whom 
the representative can work in that 
municipality. There will he no conflict 
of authority and there will he no divided 
responsibility such as might arise where 
municipal and provincial authorities were 
uniting to maintain an office and support 
a worker.

SASKATCHEWAN LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION

The Saskatchewan Government has 
appointed a commission of three to in­
quire into the condition of the livestock 
industry in South-western Saskatch­
ewan. Inquiry will lie made especially 
into such questions as the restraining 
of animals from running al large, the 
advisability of winter lo-rd law, the 
kind of pounds that are provided for 
stock and the manner in which pounds 
are administered. The itinerary of the 
Commission will he as follows:—. 
Gravelbourg, Nov. 25; Assinihoia, Nov 
2fi; Willow Bunch, Nov. 27; Wood 
Mountain, Nov. 28; Limerick, Nov. 30 : 
Vanguard, Dec. 1; Ronteix, Dec. 2: 
Shaunavnn, Dec. ; East End, Dec. 4: 
Gopher School House (S. 1G-T. 5, R. 
20, W. 3rd.), Dec. 5; Maple Creek, Dec. 
7; Cull Lake, Dec. 8 : Swift Current. 
Dec. 9; Herbert, Dec. 10; Mortlach. 
Dec. 11.

As the condition of the livestock in 
dus try in Southwestern Saskatchewan 
is a most important question to all 
settlers in that part of the province, 
and as it very desirable that the indus­
try should as soon as possible Re­
placed upon a permanent and satisfac­
tory basis which will do justice to the 
interests of farmers and ranchers alike, 
it is hoped that all those who are in­
terested will make a serious effort to 
attend one or more of the sittings of 
the Commission and give the Copirnis 
sion tin- benefit of their experience and 
views on these questions. The Com­
mission is composed of T. R. Brown, of 
Regina, chairman : C. M. Hamilton, of 
MeTaggart, president of the Saskateh 
evvan L'nion of Rural Municipalities : 
and .1. I). Simpson, of Moose Jaw, sec­
retary-treasurer of the Saskatchewan 
Stock Growers’ Association. Each of the 
Commissioners lias spent most of Iiis 
life in Saskatchewan arid has been en 
gaged in farming or stock raising in 
Southern , Saskatchewan for a great 
many years. The personnel of the 
Commission gives assurance that tin- 
questions, which it. is appointed to con­
sider will be discussed and dealt with 
in a practical and broad-minded way.

AN INFERENCE
‘‘-The play is said to he an artistic 

success. ’ ’
“Are thev losing much money on 

it?”

IN THE PEACE RIVER COUNTRY
Man’* most ancient servant, the humble bullock, is used much by new coming settler* 

to the north country on account of its cheapness of maintenance 
and much cheaper price than the horse.

BOUND FOR THE NORTHLAND 
Settler’s Outfit ferrying the Peace River on way to Interior

sap*-'*'
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