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The objecte of the Union are mutual edi­
fication, and the diecuaeion of queetions of 
importance to the Church. The meetings 
of the Union are held alternately on the 
American and Canadian side of the River. 
On Tuesday and Wednesday the 14th and 
16th inet., a very pleasant and edifying 
meetin* was held at St. John's Church, 
Ogdensb ’Ogdensburgb, in the Diocese of Albany 
The proceedings were commenced by a 
short service in St. John’s Chapel, after 
which;a very able paper on “ Clerical p 
Study ” was read by the Rev. W. Lewie, 
B.A., Incumbent of Prescott (Ontario.) 
The speakers appointed were the Rev. 
Canon Morlock of St. Peters, Brockville 
(Ontario), and the Rev. P. G. Clemson, 
Rector of Waddington (Albany). The 
discussion was continued by the Clergy 
present. Evening service was held at St. 
John's Church, Ogdeneburg, and an appro­
priate sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Canon Preston, M.A., Rector of Cornwall, 
from Malaohi ii. 6—on the 15th there was 
a celebration of the Holy Communion at 
7.3b, a.m., at 9.80 a.m., the Rev. H. R. 
Howard, Rector of Potsdam (Albany) read 
an able paper on •' Sunday Schools and 
Confirmation classes,"—the speakers on this 
subject were the Rev. Canon Preston and 
Rev. W. Lewis—the, discussion was con­
tinued by the rest of the Clergy. At 8 
p.m., the Rev. K. L. Jones, B.A., Incum­
bent of Edwardeburgh (Ontario) read an 
interesting paper on “ Church Reforms," 
which formed the subject of diseuseion for 
the rest .of the day. There was again full 
service at 7.80 p.m., after which a meeting, 
on behalf of the Domestic and Foreign 
Missions of the American Church, was held, 
at which the Rev. Messrs. Lewie and Pres­
ton delivered addresses. After the service, 
a most agreeable evening wae spent at 
the Rectory, where the Rev. J. D. Mor­
rison and hie estimable wife entertained 
the clergy and a large number of the par­
ishioner». The clergy present were, the 
Rector of Bt. John's Church, Ogdensburgb, 
the Rev. J.D. Morrison, who presided over 
the deliberations of the Union. The Rev. 
Dr. Peters, formerly Rector of Ogdensburgb, 
the Rev. H. R. Howard, Rector of Pots­
dam, the Rev. ,P. G. Clemson, Rector of 
Waddington, the Rev. Mr. O.mated of 
Motley, and the Rev. Mr. Beardsley of 
Morristown, all of the Diocese of Albany.— 
The Clergy from the Diocese of Ontario, 
Canada, were, the Rev. Canon Mnlook of 
St. Peters, Brockville, the Rev. Canon 
Preston, M.A., Roetor of Cornwall, the 
Rev. jta. Ans ton, Rector of Elizabethtown, 
the Rev. E- P. Cranford, M.A., of Trinity 
Ghurob,BroekviUe, the Rev. A. Jarvis, B.A., 
Incombent of Osnabrück, the Bev. K.
L. Jones, B.A., Incumbent of Edwards- 
kprg, the Bev. W. Lewis, B.A., Incumbent 
of Preeoott, and the Bev. G. W. White, B.A., 
Incombent of Iroquois.

A most edifying and agreeable meeting 
wae held, and the Clergy left for their re- 
epeotive homes with feelings of devout 
thankfulness to the great Head of tbo 
Church, and looking forward to meeting 
again under the same happy auspices. The 
next meeting will be held (D. V.) in May, 
1877, at St. Peter's Church, Brockville, in 
the Diocese of Ontario.
,r*<

FOREIGN MISSION NOTES.
.

Japan.—“ A new sun is rising in Japan. 
In 1870 there were,not ten Protestant 
Christians in the empire. There are now 
(1876) ten churches with a membership of 
800 souls. Gently, butreeistiessly, Chris­
tianity is leavening the nation. In the 
next century the native word inaka 
(rustic, boor) will mean ‘ heathen.' With 
those forces that centre in pure Chris 
tianity, and under that Almighty Provi­

dence who raises up one natiotrand oasts 
down another, I ouerieh the fin^ hope 
that Japan will, in time, take and hold 
her equal place among the foremost na­
tions of the world, and that in the onward 
march of civilization which follows the bud, 
the sun-land may lead the nations ol 
Asia that are now appearing in the 
theatre of universal history.”—Griffu’ 
Mikado's Empire.

Australia.—S. P. G. Mission to tuk 
Aborigines in tue Diocese of Mel­
bourne.—The Rev. M. H. Ashe, who is 
stationed at Bainsdale, writes :—“ I have 
just returned from an interesting tour to 
our mission at Lake Tyerr, where I held 
a service to about fifty of the aborigines 
and several Europeans who were assem­
bled for the occasion. When I arrived 
at the station, I found all the blacks seated 
on the grass enjoying a plentiful repast 
which had been provided by Mr. Bulwer, 
the superintendent, after which they all 
retired into a spacious school-room for 
service, during which they showed as 
much decorum as if they had been trained 
to attend church from infancy, and moet 
of them sang moet lustily, and joined 
heartily in the responses. In addition to 
this, I found many of the children able to 
read nicely, and to write a very good hand, 
while their industry at the station in the 
cultivation of arrow-root, secured for them 
the second prize at the Victoria Exhibition. 
Altogether the mission reflects great credit 
on Mr. and Mrs. Bulwer, and also on Mr. 
Halyer, the teacher of the school."

Borneo.—The Bishop of Labuan is in 
argent want of three or four good men for 
chaplains and missionaries, whose salaries 
will be guaranteed by the English residents 
and the S.P.G.

Melanesian Mission.—In visiting some 
of these islands, and sitting among the na­
tives, it is difficult when you notice their 
attachment to their missionaries, and their 
cheerful and polite manners, to believe that 
they are cannibals. Yet the natives of 
Lepioa Island only a little while ago at­
tacked a boat which drew near the shore, 
dragged one of the men out of it, killed and 
ate him. Yet when the missionaries go 
into their villages they are always made 
welcome. And on one occasion when 
they got in just as the ovens (holes in the 
ground) were opened to take ont the dinner 
to which they thought it prudent to decline 
an invitation, the people were all too well 
mannered to eat during their visit, and wait­
ed, although the food was getting cold, for 
their departure.

THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH, WHICH 
IS IT /

TO REV. TH0S. WITHBROW, PROFESSOR OF 
CHURCH HISTORY, LONDONDERRY.

Letter IX.
My Dear Sir,—Your " third principle " 

is thus stated: “ In bach church there was 
A plurality OF blders,” (p. 82.) To main­
tain this to be a principle of government in 
the Apostolic Church you bring forward 
Acts xiv. 23, Acts xx. 17, and Phil. i. 1. 
Before entering upon the examination of 
these texts it is necessary to recall what 
has gone before. We have seen let that 
the Apostolic Order also called angels, was 
a permanent order in the Christian Church 
"{Vide letters iii., iv., v., vii., viii. 2nd. 
That the Order of Apostles was superior 
to all the other orders in the Ministry 
(vide p. 20 of your tract, and Letters iii., 
iv., v., and viii). 8rd. That the order known 
in the New Testament as Bishops and 
Presbyters or Elders, and sometimes as Pro­
phets, is the next highest order in the Apos­
tolic Church, and was intended to be per­
manent (vide Letters y-, viii., and p. 21 of

your tract). 4th. That Holv 
cannot be expected to take coMizIÏÏ”, 
facte that occur after the close ofV.(W,
(vide Letter vu,). 5th. That af£?Z 
Close Of the canon of Scripture £ £ 
Bishops wae separated from the 
order—that of Presbyters or Elders—sed 
universally applied to the first or highi! 
order, that ol Apostles (vide LstuAwV »«-• Tl*t U“ or .p^'2
ol persons to any of the orders of the Chri. 
tian Ministry did not depend upon C 
election by the people or Laity (vide Letts, 
vii). 7th. That the order now known si 
that of Bishop is identical with that of 
Apostles in Sonpture (vide Letter viii). 8th 
That the order now called Prieits or Pres 
by ters is identical with that referred to in 
the New Testament, under the titles of 
Bishops, Presbyters or Elders and some, 
times Prophets (vide Letters v. and viii). 
These things being borne in mind will enable 
ce to understand what follows, and prevent 
any confusion of orders to arise on aeeount 
of the confusion of names and titles unsi 
in Holy Scripture. That this confusion ok 
names should not produce a confusion of 
ideas on thie subject, may be illustrated by 
the following, which I find ready to my 
hand, and will quote here: “Oneirregu­
larity in regard to the application of names 
is particularly worthy ni notice. The word 
“ Sabbath ” is applied in Scripture to only 
the Jewish day of rest; by very common 
use, however, it means the Lord’s day. 
Now “ the Sabbath ” is abolished by Chris­
tianity, and the observance of it discounter* 
anoed, yet ministers of Christian denomin­
ations are constantly urgiog their Christian 
flocks to keep “ the Sabbath." Does any 
confusion of mind result from this oonfnsios 
of names? We suppose not. All concerned 
understand that in Scripture the word 
means the Jewish Sabbath, while out of 
Scripture the same word is applied to the 
Christian Sabbath. Lot the eamejuitioi 
be done to the word “ Bishop.” In Scrip­
ture it means a Presbyter properly so 
called. Out of Scripture, according to the 
usage, next to universal of all ages sines 
tire Sacred Canon wae closed, it means that 
sacerdotal order, higher than Presbyters, 
which is found-in Scripture under ths title ^ 
“Apostle.” When a Christian teseher 
who enjoins the observance of the day which 
be calls “ the Sabbath," ii asked for bis 
New Testament authority, he has to ex­
clude all the passages whieh contain that 
word, giving them a different application, 
and to go to other passages whieh do not 
contain it ; and he argues that he seeks tits 
thing and not the name. And when we 
Episcopalians are asked for inspired auth­
ority for “ Bishops,” we do the very same; 
we give a different application to the p«" 
sages which contain that word, and build 
on other passages whieh teach the tael of 
Episcopacy without that apellation. (Bp* 
teat, by Scrip, p. 18).

But to return. The first paM»g* P0 
refer us to *■ a eupport of your third prin­
ciple, is Acts xiv. 23, “And when they bad 
ordained them Elders in every obarefa, ana 
had prayed with fasting, they commended
them to the Lord in whom they bebered* 
With the authorized translation you declare 
yonreelf dissatisfied, and therefore faro 
with one of your own,»in tbe, L
“ And when they had chosen for them, try 
suffrage, Elders in every church, and “W 
prfyed with fasting, they commended them
to the Lord on whomdhey believed- Y 
nseof this passage I have referred tokefore. 
(vide Letter vii.,) and will now “ ojM i 
more fully. Yon will of ocm^. reeog™11 
my right to be dissatisfied with bothtrans 
latione, and to prefer my own. ,

Before giving m, tr.n.UUon I 
to the nee yon wish to make of this pam»^
On page twenty-four yon say “ The autnor


