o —— - et

school Unions, acd by the Connexional impee-l
tion of day schoo's.”

The resolation firet referred to the contirued
success of the day and Ssbbatb-schoole. He
had been tbicking how very ple:sant it was 1o
contrast that meeiing with the first meetirg
upon the subject held in that ctapel twenty-
one years ago. That was the trne meesure of
progress, You could pot see a child grow if
you measured it every day in ‘the year; but
you might see bow it bad grown, and most com-
fortably and eatisfectorily, if the child were
hesliby, if you sllowed a sufficient interval be-
tween tte measvrements. In this casee be
thought the interval of twenty-one years was
quite eufficient. He looked back with great
satisfaction to the difference between tbe con-
dition of their work when they first met in that
chapel, and decided thet they would begin in
Waestmicster the Normal Training Icsitution,
sod the condition of the work to-dey.. Toe
resolution referred to the report. which told
them that their day schoo!s numbered 698, and
tbat io the last year there bad been an increase
of 16, and that the scholers showed an increase
of 8 990. It was etill more satisfactory, if pos-
sible to hear, the feport in regard to tbe San-
day-schools. He stould have been glad if the
report bad shown a lsrger number of sckools
using the Confereoce Catechism, which he wes
satisfied was the best catecbism for Method's
Sundsy.schools. He earpestly entreated the
friends and conductors of Sundsy-schools to
give their attention to that subject. Some per-
sons were very averse to the introduction of
their catecbism into their Sunday-scto>ls, and
thought they could teach better from the Script-
ares. Tke history of the Cburch showed that
that was s practicsl mistake. If they would
condescend to take & lesson from the Church
of Rome, the wisest of sll Churches in educa-
tionsl matters, ard the most success/ul that
could be imagined for leading the childrer, that
prejudice sgainst the catechism would very

~ s000 be st an end. Many persons could teach
a catechism successfully and effsctively who
oould not be trusted and ought not to be trust-
ed to teach a system of theology constructed
by themselves, and were their catechirm was
faitbfully and religiously taught they bad a
security which they otherwise could not bave
for their children knowing what the dootrines
of Methodism really were. He s'rongly felt
that their Sunday-schools generslly would be
greatly improved by a more dilligent and con-
sciertious employment of the Conference Cat-
echism. Then, with regard to thbe hibraries.—
There were few persons who had not taken
- some -psios with regard to the subject, who
would believe what very curious and undesir-
able reading got into Sunday-school libraries,

He did not believe it was intentionally put
there, but a good deal did get there which
would be better away. In some cases he bad
pereuaded the conductors of Bunday-schools to
sllow bim to exchange books he found theie
for chose which he thought to be more suit-
able, and the books be had persuaded the cor-
ductors and superinterdints to allow him to
exchange wcu'd very much enrprise anybody
wto took the pains to lock at them. With re-
gard to the formation of circuit Sunday-schocl
unions—a subject to which the attention of
the Committee bad been most distinctly tarned
during the year—he would ask the Committee
to bear in mind one danger to whioh the Cir-
cuit Bunday-sckoo! unions would expose them,
without great care and watchfuloess. He was
quite sure they were 1ight and good (things,
and that if carefully conducted they would
serve a most valuable purpose in their gener-
-al economy. But be was very much afraid
lest they sheould be tke cccasion of a burden-
some organisation and on tbat psrticular point
the superintendents of circuits would, he was
surs, do well from time to time, to direct at-
tention to the subject. Their SBunday-school
organizstion was alieady very complete, and in
some cases very laborious. He trusted they
would be ahle to secure the bevefit of Bunday-
school unions without any very expensive or
burdensome addition to their existing organiza-
tion, The next point referred to the connexion-
al [ospection of day-schools. It would bs in
the recollection of his friends that from the
beginning they thought a connexional inepection
necessary as well as a Government inspection,
and that they bad a coonexioral inspec:ion for
maay years until death removed the gentleman
who very satisfactorily for some time discharg-
od that duty. Wheu his place became vacant,
it was thought they might endeavour to make

be Government inspection alone suffice. He
was glad that the experiment had bzen tried,
but be thought what they had hesrd that morn-
ing would satisfy them that the Goveroment in-
spection a'one was vot. sufficient. Looking at
the reeult of twenty-two years' working of the
Goveroment system, he thougbt they had every
resson to be satisfied with it. Taken as o
whole, their undertaking with the Government
bad been honorably observed. The Msthod-
lsts had endeavoured to do their duty on the
one hand to the Connection, and prevent the ap-
pointment of improper persons, and the Govern-
ment for the time being had faitbfully and hor-
orably observed its compact. It was only very
recently that complaints such es had been
brought forward that morning bad been heard
of, and be noticed that they referred only to
one gentleman.

Mr. JoHN HAY said he complsined of the
illiberality of another inspector.

The REV. Dr. OsBORN : It seemed ttat in-
stead of one there were two. But taking tbe
fact that they bad 700 schools, and that thoee
700 had been inspected for twenty-two years, it
was not very much that they should bave com-
plaints about two inspectors. On the whole, be
repeated that they had great reason to be satis-
fled, and to be tbavkful. He did not believe

with Dr. James that the true remedy for tne

complaints was territorial inspection. He was
satirfied that territorisl inspection could be-
come in lapse of time quite as cbnoxious to
complaint, because territoriol inspectors must,
of pecessity, be much more subject to territor-
ial influence than what he might call travelling
inspectors. The true remedy for the complaint
they bad beard lay ia the honest represantation
to the Government of every case of misconduct
on the part of any of their servants which thej
were able to subetantinte. Toey wou'd be
found ressonable men and when properly dealt
with, be had no doubt the complaints would
cease. But the existence of tuch complaiots

strengthened their position when they said it

was desirable that they should have a denom-
ination as well as s Government inspector.—
Government inspection looked at things from a
public point of view, and was intended to show
that the nation had what the nation peid for.—
Tbey ditclaimed, as Mr. Vasey had properly
said, from the first,the appo'ntment of a Method-
ist inspector, and the payment of & Methodist
inspector by the Government, and he .trusted

they would alwsys be willing to- have their
“!Iooh open to the inspection of everybody who
might be authorised to inspect them, without
even seeming, to raise a suspicion of denomins-
tional pertislity. The Romen Catholics ineist-
¢d upon denominational inepectors, and when
the question was first under consideration the

jeet to the ssme inspection es other people. Bat

Methodists iotimated that they should be sub-

ss the goverrment hss conceded that point to

them, he suppoeed it mast stand as it did. He

believed, however, that Gouvernment, paying

for sccular education, was entitled to see that
the seculer eduestion for which it paid was giv-
en in all the scheols to which it made public

grants ; aod he would rather it saw tbat fact

with its own eyes ttan through Methodist spec-

tacles, It was desirable that they sbould have

ther ecto>ls reported upon from a strictly Con-

nexiopal point of view. He was ot sure that

he shonld d:sire to bave a gentleman who

was well koown to be a Dussenter. He was

not sure that he should be g'ed to have a gent-

leman whese opinions on religious subjects and

whose preferences were very well koown, or ve-

ry strougly pronounced. For Government

purposes it was well to have s gentleman with-

out any particular bias. But for their own pur-

poees be thought an sdditional inspector was

not only justified, but necessery, snd be boped

the Cornexzion would pot grudge the expense.

Mr. TwiTCHELL, of Bedford, seconded tke

resolution, agreeing with Dr. Osborn’s remarks

with regard to tbe Catechitm, which he should

be glad to see more thoroughly insisted upon

in all their schocls. He thcught the success of
Sabbatk-schnols, especially in the villages, was
grestly militated against by the interference of
the clergymen, ard gave an irs‘ance in which

be bsd interposed where such interference

was pursued, snd had dose so succesfully.

Tte Rev. CHARLES HAYDON, supported the

resolution, taying that Dr. Osborn bad carried

their thobights back twenty-one years, but te
would take leave 10 go to the year 1839, just
thirty years since, when $5,000 was slioca‘'ed
to stimulate general education by day-schools
in the Methcdst Conpexion, Some of them

recollected that very remaiksble presidential
address by the Rsv. Samuel Jackeon, who was
afew years appsrently rather uusuccesefully,
but, as it turned out eventusally, with great suc-
cess, endeavouring to arouse the spirit of the
Methodist Connexion to the importance of
greater efforts for the promotion of religious
denominational education in their societies.—
The coutrast between trat dsy, when the inter-
est which existed was so small, and the interest
which now existed so deeply ard so widely
spread, was very satisfectory, aad fully justified
the expression of their joy at the coatinned suc-
288 of their day acd Sabbath-schocle. To his
own krowledge, as far ss that knowledge had
extended, the gentlemen who had performed
the responsible duties of the inepectors of their
schools hed performed those du'ies with fair-
ness. But if there should be what they justly

considered a flagrant departure from impartial-

ity, they ought rot to sbrink from brirging it

forward. On the subject of Sabbath-schools he

bad poted the report given to them with very

great satisfaction.  Thst they had 600,000
children in their echools was a matter of grati-

fication. There hsd been made frequent com-

parisons between the fewness of their day-schools
end the number of their S8abbath-schoole —

There was a growing remova! of that great dis-
parity, and they ought to be thankful, thet they

bad now 119,000 in their day-schools. If they

‘oompared thgir Sunday-echoole with those of

the Church of England, they would see every

reason to be thapkful. It wes also matter of
grest congratulation, that such a number
from the congtegn'ionl. families, and eocieties
were willing to be employed in SBundsy-echool

teachirg. He sttributed much of the increared
iuterest iu their Surday-schools to the visita-
tiors of Mr. Clulow, and he hoped thcss visits
would be continued. He thought the religious
progrees of their day-tchoo's wou!d be best
promoted by a clerical inspector.

Mr. Window, of Exeter, (flsred tome very
effective observations cn tte subject of Sabbatn
and week-day echoole, exhortirg tha micistry,
especially the your g, to teke hold of the young
people and invite them to be teschers in the
Sunday-schocls. He was in favour of a clerical
Methodist inspector, and wou'd bave clerical
secretaries to all their institutiors.

The R:v. Henry Holland ssid that whilst
they all were desirous to get the catechim into
tbeir Sucday-echools, he thought they should
give the reasons for their wishes. He bad ne-
ver found it d'fficult to get the Sunday school
teachers to adopt the catechiem when 1hat was
dove. No doubt there would be difficulties in
the way of circuit Bunday-school orgavisation,
but upon the who'e-he thought it would be bet-
ter that such organisation should exist.

The Reov.J. Hargreaves was of opiniou that
great gcod would rerult frcm cireui!‘Sundoy-
school unions. He bad tried them in two or
three circuits, and they had worked well. They
bed brought the teachers together to consider
the best mode of working Sunday-schools, and
they were found to be of very great sdvantsge
in vome of their Jargs towns. such as Bolton,
Liverpool, and other places.

The renclution then passed unanimously.

Sir F. Lycett, moved the next resolution, to
the fol'owing eff ¢t :—

** That this meeting, whilst thankful to learn
that to much has been eccompliched towerds
the erection of the new chapel at Westminster
through the zeal and Jiberality of many friends,
deems it necessary to affirm its conviction that
without vigorous and well-sustained local « florts
throughout the Connexion, the pecessary funds

cannot b) ob-ained.
- L . L -
Mr. W. M‘Arthur, M. P., moved Abe next
resolution as follows : —
* It baviog been reported to the meeting that
terious compliints continue to be macde from
va ious parts of the Connexion of the intoler-
aoce of clergyman and other towards children
of our congregation, whose parents desire them
to ettend Nat:onal schools on the week-day and
Wesleyan Methodist Sunday-schools on the
Sabbsth ; this meeting resolves, That the en-
forcement of an adequate Uonscience Clause in
all echools receiving Parlismentary grents for
building or maintensnce is essentisl to the due
protection of the religious liberties of the pec-
ple; and trusts that the Conference will take
steps to urge this sutj:ct upon the attention of
ber Msjesty’s Government.”
He thought it was due to themselves that they
should bhave adequaste protection for all the
obildren attending the National schools, and he
was bappy to know that the sentiments of the
Committee upon that subject were in perfect
barmony with what he b:lieved 10 be the wishes
snd intentions of ber Msjesty’s Goveroment.—
Ic the Irish system of education they bhad adopt-
ed sufficient guards to prevent the children be-
ing interfered with, and he hoped that wherever
any complaints arose in refererce to the matter,
those complaints would be at once communicated
to the proper authorities. If they heard from
the Connexion any instance of intolerance on
the part of clergymen or others, and reported it
to the Committee, immediate steps would be ta-
ken to provide that the children bad protection.
He believed all they required was to have the
case fairly represented to the Government.
The Rev. Dr. Sames, in seconding the resolu-
tion, said Le was strongly impressed with the
¢onviction that the infoleratt conduct of which
the resolution complained formed part of an or-

ganised conspiracy to drive Protestant Noncon-

formity out of the rural parisbes of the country ‘]
and shen be tohsidered what wss to be substi-

children belonging to Wesleyan families would |
get ir. Nationsl day-schools and Senday-tchools,
be coafessed he was both alarmed and irdig-
pant. It was said the best way to meet intoler.;
ance was to get one cr two day-schoole. He
wished that they cou!d so meet the emergency.
He did not thizk they would get the liberty they
wished without 8 conscience clsuse. It was a
shame that in the niceteenth ermtury it should
be in the power of s clergyman so seriously to,
interfere with the corscienticus convietiors of
ths humbler membors of bis parish. He boped
all his brethren would obtsn trustwortby evi-
dence of such cases of intolerance ; and be pre-
pared to sffirm them,'if necessary, upon osth.—
Notbicg bu: & lew wbich would render such
things impossib'e would adiqnuately meet the
case. .

The Rev. C. Prest raid that the matter had
been viewed in connectioa with the charter, or
whatever it may be, which was the foundstion of
all the National schools, and he conceived that
the Government wou!d not just now deliberate-
ly interfere, however stupidly intolerant certain
cases might be. But the more information that
could be got the better ; becante what was want,
ed was vot the interference of Goverrment in
psrticulsr cases s0 much ss encoursgement to
pass some gesersl legislation spplicable to all
ceses.

Mr. H. H, Fowler, of Wolverhampton, sup-
ported tbe resolution, though he did not sympa-
thise with that exireme nooconformity which
seemed 80 popular in the meeting. He wou'd
rather see Melbcdism move towards the Cburch
than away from it. (Manifestatiors of diesent.)
It was becsuse he felt strougly upon that poiot,
that be felt equally strovgly the gross injustice
of clerical intolerance in rural districts, those
who were intolerant were not subj ct to the
control of the piess or the ivfluence of public
opioion.  They could sgree to d ffer es to their
proclivities or proximities ; and they would cer-
tainly sgree that es Methodist ard tex-payers
they were entitled to ssy that money paid out
of the nstional funds thould be administered
fairly and impartially, acd 1ot bs permitted to
be used eitber for perversion or pros-lytism.—
He believed the Government would rot now
make a Nationsl school any buiiding grant
without a Conecience Clause in the case of an-
nuel grants. No dsubt there was a great
difference between en enoual sud s building
gront; sod witbout indicativg any preference
for ore Government.or another, be was sure the
msjority of the présent House of Commons
were pledged upon the Conscience Clause ques-
tion ; and they, as & Connexion, ought at once
to give it prominence. He believed the Govern-
ment hed always shown a disposition to ceaj
fairly with the religous bodies of the realm;
but be would express his regret that more time
were not at disposal for the discuesion cf 80 im-
portant a question,

The Rev. Dr. Rigg was of opinion that the
Goveroment cou!ld not render aid unless they
were sustained by the introduction of a bill to
amend the present state of the case.

The Rev, William Arthur said the dencmina-
tional system had io some cases been a decided
success, but in others a conspicucus failure. As
a success, it bad elicited voluntary effort through-
out the country, for day-school edication; aud
had been thoroughly efficient in training & noble
class of school teachers. But it had tot beena
succs ss, a¢ a national system for giving to every
British child the traiving suitable to make him
a good British cit'zen and a good Christian. It
left an immense multitude unprovided 'o:. The
tremendous power coming in belween them
and the formation of the mind of those na-
turally looking to them as Methodists was fi st
unfriendly to Methodirm; and secondly, in macy
cases unfriendly to Protestantism. He believed
that many were, as a rule, unaware of the great
propertion of the Bitish population belonging
to the Weeleyans ; and he believed they were to
a large extont, blameable for it ,because they did
not give to it evfficient prominence. Nothing
would meet the ca<e bnt a revision of the whole
maiter, givirg 1o every Methodist parent and
Methodist child just as gcod a right to bold up
his head ss enytody else. He thought the feeling
of this or that Government ought never to guide
them. Wtether the Goveroment was weak or
strong, or friendly or supposed to be unfrierdly,
ought not to itflaence them ; but they should
look to the interests of religion in the country,
and exprees their opinions accordingly, meekly,
calmly, and as Caoristians; but like men who
obeyed the laws, paid the taxes, honoured the
Queen, scd loved their neighbours.

The Rev. D:. Osborn said. he feared consider-
able misapprebension was created by the uce of
the term national education, as though there was
sny complete system of national education in the
countiy. Anond to remove that misapprehension
he would refer to the fact that io 1833 for the
first time Parliment wae called upon to vote a
sum of money for the promotion of public educa-
tion in Great Britsin—public education by that
vote meaning primary education for the mos,
part in charity echosls. Tne Government of that
day thought it their duty to communicate with
the only two bodies then in existence for the
premotion of public education so explsined.
They went first to the National Society,incorpo-
rated by roysl charter, a voluntary society, which
bad existed long and done an immepse amount
of gocd noiseleesly in the reglected vilfages snd
large towns of the kingdom, spendirg large
sums of money. That Natiooal Society obtained

graut, because they gave the largest amount of
money out of their own pockets. The other par-
ty communicated with wes the British and For.
eign School Society ; and those two societies di-
vided the Government grant between them. The
Wesleyans applied for a'd in connection with
the latter society. The national Bociety was not
to be lightly interfered with by ary Government ;
and they said they could not cousent to the in-
troduction of menagement clauses, and when the
Wesleyans in 1847 pointed out to the Govern.
ment the great inconvenience which wculd arise
in many scbools if such clauses were not made
generally operative,the Government bad the fair-
ness to say, ‘ Look at these people ; luok at the
money they expend ; how can you expect us to
« verride a great sgency of that deseription by an
allocation opposed to their wishes ?’ they must
look at tke matter fairly in the face, and he bad
found few persons disposed to do 80, ¢ These are
national sckools, and therefore must be regulated
by national ensctments’ But they were not
national schools in the sense of being institutions
set up by the nation, sny more than Mothodist
or British or Foreign schcols. They were the
scheols of & voluntary body, the prompters and
friends of which had just had the same rights as
the Wesleyan Methodists. He conceived the
Methodists had ret a gnod examp!s to the coun-
try, for from the beginning it wduld be found in
their rules that no child should be compelled to
sttend the same day school or learn a catechism
of which its parents dicapproved. Butit was
not reasonsble to expect that their éxample
would be univ:rsilly followed, though® it had
been in & large bumber of ins'ace:s. There

naturally the largest share of the Governmen |

Spirit. If they itaisted upon its beieg carried out !
in the cste of & voluntary society, would they in. | die ;
tuted for it, what sort of religious teschirg the l'-int upon it also as regarded Romn Catholice ?

(Cries of * Yes ") Then they must be prepared to
be baaten in Parlisment. No Parlisment would
pass a rule of that de:cription which should
spply to Roman Catholies ; aod no Government
would ask them to do it. Botk deec-iptions of
politicans bed teen ¢qually desirous to help the
Wesleyaos ; but all politicans felt the difficu'ty
of interfering witn s voluntary scciety ; and they |
all felt the impossibility of interfering with tbe |
Roman Catholic Cbhurch. What cou'd they do? |
Could they go farther than petition P Assuming

the disposition of Goveromeat to be wha' it was

in 1847—and they bad every resson to believe

it was—they must remember thatin a matter in-

terferiog with a voluntary society the Govern-

ment were powerless. Then came the question

of the grant, and it might be said there was a

right to insist upon the erms on which it should

be made. To a certain extent he agreed it was im-
possible to deny that. But it must not be forgot-
ten that for twenty-two years they had consen-
ted to the administration of that grsntupon
another principle. Dealing with tbe questions
was & work that required all the grace snd sl the
wisdom of all the Churches. Wculd they ask
that io every csse where & grant was received
the cordition b2 insisted upon,or would they ex.

cept the Roman Catholics ? (Cries of * No, no.’)
Would they insist that in every Roman Catbolic
schoo there should be no dogmatic teaching to
which the psreats of the child might bappen to
object ; and that the children should be st liber-
ty togo to whatever plsce of worsbip the pa-
rents might seieot ? (Cries of * Yes’) Would
they ssk to be denied ; and provoke opporition

throughout the country, and get the door shat in
their face ? He stked the Committee to ponder it

carefully. Or, should they teke refuge in the
certaioty of a system of national education pext
year, sod wait and ree what it was ? He was
strongly inclined to think that would be the wi-
ser course.

There was o such amount of oppression at
pres=nt as wou'd not be greatly mitigated by ex-
posure in public correspondence; and he sug-
ges'ed to his brethren that they were greatly to
blsme in not having furnished the Committee
with a larger amount of fects bearing upon the
sutject, if such fac's ex's'ed. When the Com-
mittee came 1o irquire they were cbliged to ad-
mit that the commanications were very few, and
he thought the better plan would be to let ghe
matter alcne for twelve monthe, to accumulate
facts in the meanwhile, and see what the next
Government plan was. They had the utmcst
certainty that a measure would be introduced ;
and they had st-ong resson to bope it wouid con-
tain a conecience clause. Perhaps they might
strengthen the hsnds of those who propos:d it
by a petition that it might. But he could not
advocate any violent interferenoe with the Na-
tional Society or the Roman Catholics. He
thought the National Sciety wasas much en-
titled to bave its convictions resp c'ed ss the
Methodiste. It Fad spent a great deal more
mcoey, acd had shown itsel! for a much loager
pericd in earnest about the matter. But be
could spprove of a patition from the Confer¢nce
or the Ccmmittee to the eff-ct that in any mea-
sure of national education which shou'd be in-
troduced, a clause should b: prepared protecting
the children, either sgainst compuisory use of a
form, or egainst compulsory attendance at Sun-
day school. If they weat beyond that he was
afraid they wonld dsmage their cause.

I'te Rev. Dr. Rigg deploied that Dr. Osborn
bad entered upon au elabora'e spology for the
Nationa: Society, ard on b-balf of the exclusive
and intelerant grcund which it had sssumed for
years past. Apyone who read the correspon-
dence between the Government and the National
Society in the years 1846 and 1847 must come
to the conclusion that the National Society was
very much in the wrong, un'ess they happened
to beiong to that secticn of intolerants which
had sustained the National Socie'y ia the views
which it held upon the subject. Ha could
not conceive any reascning more dignified,
more ¢ffzctive, conclusive " from the
point of view of a Protestant and oue wto
recognized rights of conscience, than the argue
ments brought forward by ths Government,
and urged in vain on the authorities of th: Na-
tional Soc’ety in a moset protracted corresjoa-
dence. He felt that all was true which was said
of the z-ai and liberality of the Nation:] Society ;
but that did not at all effect the question as to
whether or not the National Society should at tke
same lime it received & Government grant sct
upon an iotolerant and exclusive system. If it
received Goveromen' mooey, it must be subject
to Government restrictions. Toe fact that the
Chburch of Eogland professed to be Protestant
put it in a diff:rent category from the Roman
Catholics. But the authorities in Roman Catho-
lic schools declared that in this country they
were prepartd upon the prioelpls of a Consci-
ence Ciause. It had been in print agsin ard
egain. It might be that their bishops would
cbject to a Con:cience Clause, but it must be io-
sisted upon. After all, there were men among
the Roman Catholics in England who knew what
Eoglish liberty meant. He wes rurprised st
Dr. Osborn’s lins of argumest, because in Com-
mittee he was himeelf a party to a resolution
which embodied the ptinciple of insisting on s
Conscierc2 Clsuve, ard the very words of that
resolution kad b-en inserted in the resolution
now before the Committee. Piactically, Dr.
Osborn s.iid, Petition ; bat don't insist. Ask
ths Government to get it for you, but do not be
prepsred 1o stand for it as your right. He (D-.
Rigg) thought they must be prepared to stand
for it as taeir right ; and he felt at liberty tosay
the Goveroment did not regard the matler either
as imprecucable or unfair, but most tair and
most righteous, if they were only properly sus-
tained by public opinio:. Toreir earnest desire
was that toe Wesieyaos should teke so decided
a tone, and sustain it by such menly acd Curis-
tisn arguments, as that theic hunls might be
strengthened in undertakiog & work which they
Were quite prepared to dc—:bat of enforcing s
practical, effcctive Conscience Clause upon all
thoze connected with nominally Protestant
scheols in the country which should ba recipi-
ents of public moaey.

The Rev. Dr. Osborn explained that all he in-
tended to say was 10 strengthen the resolution of
the Committeee that they should petitioa on the
subject, and guerd sgainst undue expectations
as lo the result of Connexional action.

The resolution was carried unanimously.

Obtrary

more

QOa the 26.h June, death took Bro. Cnarles
Everard Bisbop of Lakeville, .Cornwallis, eged
39. Bome twelve years since, he was led to de-
cide for Cbrist, and gave proof of such decision,
by connecting himsell with the Wesleyan church,
It was his constant endeavor to adorn bis pro-
fession, avd earnestly did he strive for the full
accomplishment of eo worthy a resolve. In him,
the Pastor of the church, aiways found a kind
and sympath'zsirg friend. But disesse was for
some time slowly stealig a march upon bim,
sod graduslly undermining his feeble nature ;
uotil at length be yielded to the stealtby fce, and
went away 10 that bappy snd where there is no

were many clergymen who acted inthe same

| Pain, and where pone/ of the inbabitants” ever'

says “ 1 am sick.” It seemed emly for bim to
but the master knew best.

Bro. Bishop was s dec'ded Temperavce man,
and when he was to be. carried out to barisl,
the Brothers walked in rolemn procession with
the mourners, and felt they hsd ioata true mem-
ber of the * Dirvision.” A widow, ard four
ckildren, now mourn.

robincial Wleslepan.

B T

WEDVVEsSDAY, AUGUST 18, 1869.

China being made ready for Christ

There must have been s period, we thick,
when the population of Chbina comprised one
half the existiog humsn racc. Five hundred
years sgo, for instance, the population of Europe
was very small compared with whst it now is,
Five hundred years sgo the rudeiy-tilled esrth
in Europe was cspable of sustaining-but com-
paratively few inhabitanta. War, public or pri-
va'e, was almost perpetually waged from one
ebd of that coctinent to the otber. Dreadful
pestilences, terrible famines, frequently arising,
swept vest multitudes sway. Medical science
was rude, and the aversge durstion of buman
life was low. In the orce thickly-ioksbited por-
tiocs of Western Asia and Nortbern Africa, a
succession of cruel wars, culminatiog in the de-
vastation of the stupid and ferocious Turk, had
well pigh unpecp ed thoee lands, and made soli-
tudes of oace populous cities. But five hundred
years sgo, Chins, for msany generaticos, had
been a well-compacied empire, steadily proz:es-
sing in the arts of peaceful industry, and was
oveiflowing with a quiet, docile, industrious
people. At that period, therefore, probably the
proportion which the Cbinese bore to the whole
vumber of the human family was much greater
than now. But even pow, fully one-third per-
haps of the entire human race is massed toge-
ther under cne government in China.

It is & most sffccting comsideration that, with
the exception of a few score cr bundreds of Pro-
testants st the principsl Chinese jo:ts, and a few
thousants of R 'man Cathoics scattered tirough
the in'erior, the vast myyiads of this ancient and
wonderful empire are, aad for countless sges
have been, strangers to the knowledge of tte
true God. (‘onsidering how complete were the
triumphas of the Christian fsith over the Pagan
religiots prevalent throughout the Roman em-
pire, and how burnirg and enterprising was the
zeal of the early Christian commuaities, at first
sight it seems as surprising as it is psinful, that
China should bave been o loog uavisited by
the heralds of the Cross. It seemed aimost in-
credible 1hat such a land should have been over-
looked by the early propagators of the Christian
religion. We are not quite sure but thet, when
the Roman emplie was in its palmiest condition,
Chioa fully rivalied it in extent of population
and io the general ccmfort in which its people
lived, Of course China could not rival Rome
in splend:d architecture, ia ficished sculp:ure,
in poetry, bistory, oratory, and philosophy ; but
perhaps, in many arts administrating to domee-
tic comfort it more than riv:lled the great Em-
pire of the Weat.

Had the early disciples penctrated this dis-
taot land, their gift of teng ies a.d other miri -
cle-worki\bi power would have given them an
infinite advatage over the Christian missiona-
ries of moderh times.

‘Fbat the conversicn (f thisancient and power-
ful empire was\no: u'te npted ia tle prior ages
of Christianity, is, we suppose, to ba accounted
for by the fict thy; Cinna st that time was al-
mos$ shut cut altop+ther from the knowiedge of
the Western Worlt, For ages, by sea, China
wes 88 mu-h separated irom the West as though
it was located By land it
was separsted {r m the eonlighreved pecple of
the West b, vast pluins, whose ishabitsble parts
were darkeced by vast clouds of pagan horse-
men, who rosmed in their fie.ce barbarisms over
thousands of +qusre miles, as the reqairements
of pasture, or their warlike necess i=s or impal-
ses led them.

In later tiwes, when the sdventurous Euro-
pean npaviga'ors, haviog douvled the South
A rican Cape, explored the mysteries of the
Sosuthern aud Easiern sess, China becrme ac-
cessible to the Christisn missioasry. But ite
dflicuit langusge, its peculiar civil‘zation, its
jealous snd exclusive policy in relation to for-
eiguers, presented great diffisulties to the ad-
vance of the Cor'sian religioa in that re-
markable land. Yet despite these cbstacles, for
some time the Roman Catholic Missionaries
made, in one way or ano her, very considerable
progress among the Chinese peopl-. Even now,
recent explorations have brought the fact to
light, that the result of these missicnary labours
are“more sbundant thsn is generslly suppoved.

In more recent times, since Protestant Mis-
siocary 2+al has been directed to China, amsz cg
changes have taken place in the coudition and
prospects of the Chioese Empire. Wonderfui
to say, the concurrent tendency of these chan-
ges indicates that some day the Chinese Empire
will be brought generally under some form or
other of the Christian faith, The deselopment
of Anglo Indisn commerce bas produced s pow-
erful effect on ths commercial interest of China.
The supposed necsssities of that commerce
brought on a succession uf wars, which made a
deep impression on the Chinese mind. The
great convulsions contequent on the Tee-ping
revolt, rudely thook the old immutabilities of
the Empire. Toe British settiements at Hong
Kong aad Singapore bave brought large num-
bers-of Cninese into close convection with Bri-
tish power. Toe sdvance of Ruesia on ihe
north, and the cersion by Chnina to that power of
the Amoor terrritory, is desticed soms day to
become fruitful ia important results. The dis-
covery of gold in Australia attracted thousands
of Cbinese to that country, and this brought
them into contact in tome respects wiih the
Coristian  Anglo-Sazon. The development of
steam vavigalion across the Pacific has bad the
surprising effect of leading multitudes of Chi.
nere 10 Cali‘ornia.  The building of the Pacific
Railroed, lergely their work, has thrown open
to these Chinese the great valieys of the Mis-
souri and Miesissippi, and the fertile lands of
the sunny SBouth. They are likely to come to
America pres:nily by handreds of thousands,
and they are likely to atay there.

in another planet.

8Safe on its eastern side from the incursions of
barbsrians, and open to the influence of Eag.
lanéd, France, Rassia, ani America,with ite peo-
ple scoa 10 s'resm out of it in different girec.
tions toward lands under the ivflience of Cons.-
tiagity, it becomes evident, that, sooner or later,
China will be permeated through and through
with the spirit of Cbristisn civilization. Per.
haps the most important of the facts mentioned
is the immigration of the Chinese in such vast
numbers to America. Before long the Ameri-
can churches will concentrate their efforts for
the conversion of these Chinese emigrants.—
The result cannot be doubted. Immente num
bers will be brought to the knowledge of Christ,
among the yourg especially. I may be expec-
ted that large accessions to Coristian churches
will be obtained.

What a supply of Missioaries bere becomes

posaible! Missionaries who will speak the Chi-
nese langusge as their mother-tongue, and who

wili be able to touch the chotds of national sym-
patby as foreigners can never do. All the omens
proclsim that tome (ay Cning will be converted
{to Chris' ; snd 1a accomplishing so glorious a
| work, the Mothod st denomination is mapifestly
des'iced 1o sustain sn boaoured part

|
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English Coriespondence.
Dear Mg. EpITOR,—The great qiestion
which his occupied so !arge sn amount of the
time of the present Parliament, sud in the dis-
cussion of which, a!l parties bave so eagerly en-

geged, is finsliy pettled. Tre Royal assent to

{

[ the Bill for the disesteblisthment of the Irich

Cnurch was given last Mozday.

It is geuerally adwi ted, that it is cause for re-
| joiciog, that, even at tte experse of small com-
promss oc the pait of the Guveroment; this
great measuse is carried wi hout the neces-ity of
a paioful end protracted siruggle beiweeo the
Lords std Commons which every ose krew
cou!d have but one texminaticn.  The Bill asit
now s'ands is in all its leading priociples iden-
tical with that at first intrcduced by Mr. Glad
stone, and whether for weal or for woe, the Irish
Church wili shertly en'er oa its career of relf-
govercmewt, and in the porsession of substantial
emoluments, despite the surplus of some mil-
lions, over wbich it 1l have no coatrol.

Tois neasure will of necessity coatinue to oec-
cupy much of the jublic attention, and yjour
readers will from time to time be informed of
the workitg of this great exper mert, which is
destined o e¢xsrt ro mighty aa influenge upon
all etate endcwsd Courches.

The Weslcyan Conference now assembled in
Hull, is attracting an immense amount of public
interest. The sttention which was directed to-
wards the last Conference by the leading jour.
pals of the day is in nowise abated, and reporis
of the daily preceedings of Cin‘erence are vow
beivg furnished for all classes,of readers, Near-
ly six bundred micisters sre now being enter-
tained in the town where a little more than a
century ego John Wesley was mobbed and his
hife endsngered. The Stationirg Committee met
last Tuesday week, ard the ficst s:age of tpeir
labors was 10 far completed on the following
Friday that printed copies of the “ First Draft"
of the stations were posted to the ministers and
Cirruit Stewards. This dccument is of course
regarded with great interest not only by the min-
isters and their families, but by the whole Me-
thedist people, and on Saturday wae eagerly
read and criticised by wany thousands through-
out the country. This draft will yet be subject-
ed to many alterations, and to ensure the desir-
ed cbanges deputations will fiad their way to
Hull to obtaia interviews with leading men, the
post will couvey letters, and the telegraph wire,
towards the clos: of Confereice, be in great re-
quisition.

At the meeting of the General Education Com-
wittee on Monday, in addition to the regular bus-
iness of the mesting, some topics of general and
nationsl imporiance were introduced snd ably
spokcn to by distinguished leymen and ministerss
sffording indications, that the present gathering
at Hull, whilst carsfully abitaining from any po-
litical sction which wou!d commit the Boiy to
any particular line of procedure will yet be out:
spoken acd explicit upon .ma‘ters which inter.
fere with our unfe'tered work, and present a fair
application for Government aid. The d-fliculties
under which the work of ¢duca‘in is conduet-
ed in small towns and country districts, through
the intolerance of clorgylgqn. received special
attention, and Couferercewill be urged to ask
for the enforcement of an adequate Conscience
clause in all schools receiviog Parlismentary
grants for building or maintenance ; for the due
protection of sll classes, leaving them free to de-
termine where their childien shall attend Sab-
bath school, and in which sanctusry they shall
learn to worship Gol.

Many other points of great interest might be
referred to, as calling forth remark at the im-
portant meetings of the seversl Committees, but
your 1eaders will doub:less fied in your geuers,
columnys, ext¢ndrd information on these mstters,

The C)nfarence sssembled yesterday, snd of-
ter the usual devorionsl exercisss, proceeded to
fill up vacancies in the Legal Hundred, csused
by deatbs or superannuation, and then came the
grest qu:stion as to the Presidency. This high
honor has fallen upon the well known Dr. Job-
son. For e long series of years he has teen a
most faithful and industrious servent of Metho-
dism,
writer, sn1 has filled high positions as a repre-
sentative of the Counference in the Unitcd States
snd Austraiis. His edministration of the Book
Room aff.ire bas been highly succesefol, and it
is is generally conceded that the D:. has fairly
earned tho pes: to which a large vo'e of his bre-
thren has called him. He received 120 votes,
sud Dr. Farrar, who for ten ygiys has discharg-
ed the onerous duties of B:crelaty, received 87.
11 is evidently the intention of the Conference to
bestow upon D:. F. the bonor of a re-eleciion
to the chair, be‘ore he shall paes to the right of
the Presdent, acd take his placs ameng the ven-
ersble and distinguished Ex Presidents.

As Secretsry, for which post he received 208
votes, he will render most valuable tervice. He
does not frequently spesk, except upon a point
of order or business, but hs 1s felt to be a man
of great ability, snd a * poser” in the Confer
ence.

The Rsv. Wm. Ar hur has b-en received at
the Committees and in Conference with maoy
marks of bigh'esteem and regard. His Collegiate
work in Ireland bas prospered, and is of grent
importance, but his absencs from England is felt
to be a great loss and will not be endured long-
er than the stipulated three years.

The Cot ference has vow fairly settled down
toits sppontcd work. A ful fortnight of steady
applicstion to business asaits its responsible
men, interspersed with public addresses acd ser-
mons far wore numerous than is generally sup.
posed. The prayers of ters of thousands are be-
ing (flered 0a their b. half, and the Lird God of
their fathers is with them, aod their decisions
will, we doubt not, be under the guidance of th,
8,i it of all wisdom.

Your corrsspondect must at this point con,
clude, with greetiogs to all readers of the Fro.
vincial Wesleyan. and best wishes for its proe-
perity under the care of its newly appoioted Ed-
itor. B.

July 20, 1869:

Hillsburgh Circuit.
MR EDITOR,—We bave some recollsction of
a request from you that each Brother should
add his quota of Circuit inforwation to the gene-

ral stock during the year. As we are a kind of
joint stock compsany, 1 suppose this is right.
We should prefer inthis as in s6me other things,
that others should advasce sll that is necessary.
Hcwever as this canmot bs: we submit to the
‘ Powers that be.” Thete are many things even
in this matter of sending an article on circuit
affaire to atir up our fears. 'l here is for instance
tbe fate of ** that chep” we used to resd sbout
in the “ Old Library” of our A'ms Mater,”
some eleven years ago,” who urdertook to iy
bat got ¢o high up he lost his means of locomo-
tion, Then sgsin we have visiors still of
something, we used to call composition, bearing
manysanguinary marks, the result of your keen !

Hs hes 1encered excellent tervice as a |

investigation sod resdy pen. Furthermore wg
bave remembrance of how we tried to burry
over the reading cf it, bopirg to make op in
velocity of sound, what we lacked io lllbﬂu.‘
sud grammatical construction.  With | oy,
fears, as we look back now at thote Cays, wy
mark them, as among tbe Fappiest ones of ogp
life.

In regard to circait matters we love 10 regq
the commuricatiors of our Brethren.  Some of
the circuits, and many of the brethren, we koow
persorally, aod we take the'r articles as Teporty
of how they fare.

We are sorry we cannot chroaicle anything
like, Reviva!, or Church building or Pnll')an"

erection, &c.  In this respect the gleanings of
some fizlds of labor, are better than the viotagy
of others. Hill-burgn Circuit is small in coq.
parison with waoy in Nova Scota and Negy
Bruoswick. But small as it iy, religioualy,
politicelly, socislly, extremes meet ic it, W,
have theology in i, such as Wealey, or Wy
son, or Ciark neither spoke nor wrote about,

If there is a p'ace in all our “ Conference®—
where divitity (+0 called) is sick and wante §
Dr., it is not mary miies from the spot we now
occupy. In former days some were led awyy
from our Church ; but now while our numbery
sre few, yet most of thew are tried men ad
women, who are not easily tuned ab,gt by
every * wind of docrire snd cunning crafyj.
ness of mea.” Some meay have rece:ved scary
in the contest. But who does not re.pect 1he
scarred vetersns of the croes P

Our Stewerds and Prayer and Class Lesden,
a'e men wio stand n their lot, and are evep
ready to te'!p the causs of Gud with their prayeps
aud exbortations. The percentage of aiend.
ance at the cla s-meeting, avd commuoion ubh,\
is larger in proportion 10 its memb-rs in Socleyy, |
than on any circuit where we have lsbored ~
Tre difficulty of cultivating a field succesafully
where euch conflictivg opioions about religieg
are entertained, and where strange doctriny
fail eo readily on the miads of ths young, is only
knowa to thosc who have made tr al of it

What a brother said in Conferecce abogt ‘
backsliding is likewise true of this cireait. Jf
the Spirit of God skould blow upon them, and
they thould once more live, and stand upon their
feet, there would be many, very many, if net,
“ an exceeding great army.” We bave some
instances of that enlarged liberality, cur mige
sionary reso'utions often speak about. * If God
loves cheerful giver ” there are scme here thet
will stand the test.

Qa our return from Conferenoce, there wis thy
inquiry about the Bervants of G.d whe bed
labored here in days past in word and doetrine.
Toera sre many we could name down to our pry-
decessor whose memories are very precious ko
the people in Hillsburgh or Bsar River. 80 fg
on this cirouit our lot hes been a bappy ons.
We have a comfortable bome, aud & kiod gym-
pahising people, smong whom it is & plessun
to live and labor. ’

To say that all is, as we would wish, would
not bs true. Tois we could not expect. Now
and agsin scme descendait of a certain chame
ter the Apostle John spoke about, who loved t
bave the pre-eminence, will betray his presenss,
and use the same weapors as of old. Ianthiswe
suppose no * strange thing has happesed ante
us” F.W.B

Hillsburgh, Aug. 7, 1869

Sackville Correspondence.

Bre. Sprague says, at the close of a busiam
Letter, dated 14th Aug.

We have had ratter dull weather and foe
quent showers the past fortnight, but oa the
whole the season has been favorable for th
businesy of the conntry. Large quantities of
hay bave been gatbered in very good order
Ths country s1ound ecarcely ever looked baiter
than it does jast now.—I am happy to say thet
the Colleges and Academics are making & iy
premisiog commencemént for the yesr. Bue
dents are still slost deily coming in and othen
are yet expected.—We were disappointed bem,
in not being permitted to bave a sight of the
cent eclipse. ‘The sky at the time was wfy
cioudy, and the King.8f day passed dowa i
western hor's)n without oucs showing us b
face. 8. W.8

P.8.—Aa inavgural lecture by Prof. 4. W

Gray 18 advertised for the 17.b ins’., in the Hall
Title, “ Popular EsTHETICS.”

P. E Island Correpondenes.”
DEAr MR. EpiToR,—You will be encoursged
in your new office by hearing that our exosllest
offisisl organ iv receiving increa-ing favor birs
And if 1 could mske it more ro by sendisg P
some additicnal items of news as they oceur,] |
shall be glad ; at any rate cur good Island ‘b
scribers will bs pleased to see it cccupy »
tioa in the Prov. Wesleyan, notwithstands |
chilling prediction of confederati mists, tha
will te * lcfe in the cold,” or, what is mem
alarmiog, tote * hauled out” of the Domiie,
lIsland and all “iot>ths Adantic” Howews,
the people appear qaite jo'ly at the ides, and el
ought to bs grateful in ths midst of such pros
ised plenty; the very hills and vales are istigh
isg into a bountiful harvest. Thaoks to th
God of nature,

.
%

S, eaking of confederstion, I know not #h
ther the people have any s-rious objections W0k
Most persors beiieve that this is our ulims
destiny. Ard indeed it is no wonder that W
Dominion Gosverrme«nt should desire to incled £
our Island so lovely end prolcciive. Fus
events jus: transpiring it wou!d seem that o ||
destiny wiil soon be decided. g

The Hen. Elward Kenny, Rec Geul. of
Dominion of Cinada, snd tle Hon. 8. L. Tilp §
Mini«ter of Customs, came here on Friday I8
to aweit the arrival of the Governor Gepersh
and other dignitaries, who sre to lay before o
Goveroment liberal offsrs to induce us to fors
a part o' the great Dominion. Accordinglh
the Canedian Siesm-r ** Nespo'eon ” srrivd
here on Wedcetdsy evenirg last, Lasiog®
bo:rd bis Exceliency 8ir Jotn Y. urg, the o
eroor General, and hic.ln 1y 3 8¢ Geo. Carteh
and others. Trey ard-d (n Trursdey me
ing (12 b iust,) & d were receited by s
of honor, and welcomed by cur . fficials 0 Got
erument House,

H-r Majeaty's ves-el of war Jart, Wl"‘i
protec'ivg our fishesies, arrived here oo ;
morning th- 8 b inst.  She isssid to be bew¥ E
orderof the Admirelty, snd is placed st the &
poeal of tte Governor G:neral,

Toe Lord Bisto, «f Nuva Scotie, sloo®
bere on Wednesduy evening, on Lis Wi
visit to the Episcopal caurches here, priotl
I suppose to admivister the rite of cop
to young persons who have been tought 0%
that in their ** baptism they were made,
bers of Christ, chiidren of God, ard i
of the kingdom of Lesven ! "—that is, they #*
regeneraled by beptism. !! By a wosder®
power the Bishop by imposition of bis B¥%
remces the solewn 104 03sibility from the
parents (ehich if they ever took up®
selves, they certainly never performed '}““
promised), and piaces it upon the esl
who may be evident'y uucon\'amd-—“‘u.

in beart and life—acd 1hus col.lllli'l 5
what ? Oh ! may the cbildren's ?l’l"’"
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pegause they have b
that therefore they
they may liv
certain bope of the R4
You bave doubtle
dlﬁ“" between to
Bosts. The * Prince
Cow Head, 0n ber wa
lided with the “ St. L
the 6th inst. The for
, gence on the Port sid
away one of ber padd
jron sbalt she wouid §
fosndered. As it was
and could wi:
S..cnida. Had
pelieved sbe must hs
mairs patcbed up huff
tou for repairs, which
oost & thousand po
Wales” was also se
proken of ber bows,
ture. A Dewstim &
aad she is sow sbout
—pot of du.‘ruclum,
time the acoident ha
snd slubbornness we
frightful might have b.
oll thenks to ameroif
Jost—and wonderuit
How uruly it is caid, o
witbout much feehing

“ Dangers staud thicl
To push us to the

The Aurusl meetin
of 1he laland was Le)
Uy ; ot which sume
r Cuief— 70 yearso
aade 8 speech, 10 wi

; lecied people, and »
temi'y bad be-n chie
that he bas been to) |
after his speech and

N mer, & swarihy lodies
macs and chief, it gri
the good of my peopl
Mic-macs were once
—the whi'e maon co
disn drivks snl die
driok. You all kiow
is ot fic to be chie
unless ve have god
Long time ago, any
away end take anoth
nard be Chie’." And
Bureiy, bere 10 o rebu
call for the white mar

Affectio
Chariotietown, Aug

Nashw

The R-v. Mr. Lel
12 hinet,

“ We opened last
public worship at the
The Rev. Mr. Foge,
the evening. We ba
eopgregstiors. This
erected principsily at
gan Esp., and is desi
use of any one denom

ing 10 bave-a Bazse
ceeds to be devote

Wesleyan Parsonag
Cburch at Boistown
8 bouse sst apart ex
God. We Lope to b
the ensuicg winter.

Hali

Toe new Chu
repidly spproaching]
veady for use ear
tuma. The Rev.
teemed superiatende|
compelled o turn
iog bealth. Many p
oend 10 heaven, that
which srrangements
floe for his complete
bealth. His medig
that it was absolatel,
sist temporily im
which be bes been
devoting himeell u
cial difficulty and di
itious fire which des
odifice. He accordi
Mra. Taroer, in the

# Newfoundland, bopi
October.

To rue Evirto
through your colum
Bowledge the g
who have put it into
ed rest, and to vi

"st by God’s b
4 "S8slth and strengt
e little longer among
®eived s0 meny to

Grafton Street,
Genuri
¢

The following sd
Excellency the Go
at the Ricbmond
the 16th inst.

It was read by t
To His Exceliend
t Jomx Yousa, A

of the Most Nol

urand Cross of

—_—

MAY IT PLEASE

We, the Mayor
shfax ana is
llevcy & mcs:

Smorgst ur, beg t
le ey, (be €XPr.8s
Her Mcst Grecio
ke universall
;,‘l‘l-dcd Your Esc
| Gietant poriion o
testimonies to 1}
beld by cur fello
Precieded Your E
ond we beg 10 as
the tame wise an
cured the admirs
tants of A
people of this
We feel it a
Her Majesty has
boiat 1o your E
uus familiar wit
an im; ortant Co
acq acpsue
tifies_us 10 10du
we bave express
It offords us g
ltmoy Des atso e
ment to the big
us with a vi-it to
vinee ; and we t
sfforded of beco
Uoa of the Domi
lic weifare, may

eur Excellency

With sincere

ture bappiness s
lency and Lady,
Your kx




