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TRAFFIC IN CHURCH
ART A SCANDAL
By Dr. Fre
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Vienna.—Chicanery, bribery
robbery are some of the
which brokers, dealers and their
agents are getting possession of
valuable works of religious art in
Austria to eell them at fabulous
prices to gratify the rage for such
objects of virtue, Convents are

entered, shrines along the highways |

are despoiled, and churches are
desecrated by these thieves in search
for vestments, pictures and sacred
vessels.

“What
pretty things ’
trian financier in
correspondent of the
News Service had
wonderful vestments. ‘‘Look here,”
(pointing to a cope richly em
broidered in white and gold). ““This
thing,” he said, “‘is to be a piano
cover for my wife’'s drawing room
And this piece,” (indicating a red
chalice veil on which was wrought
in beautiful embroidery the picture
of the Blessed Virgin,) an exact
fit for a little table in library.’
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En
paint carvings
he art shops of
are gorged with
quipment paint
ulpture whic have
the market in an
amazing profusion. The stocks of
several of the larger art shops in
Vienna consist exclusively of old
church furniture. The equipments
of whole chapels to be found
there, and rel yus paintings by old
masters in su number to
provide for
There are sacred
early Gothic t It
indeed an affecting sight for any
one of pious sentim to behold
here, exposed for magnificent
monstrances embossed in silver and
gold and but lately the shrines of the
Blessed Sacrament Like other
wares, these may be bought by the
first comer, be he Jew
Hottentot
This traffic
cal art is one of
symptons of the
Middle Europe,
Austria. Many small churches and
chapels, heretofore private proper-
have been abandoned, their
owners no longer being able to
maintain them. Many converts and
poor churches, reduced to straits,
are selling their treasures, which
are more spensable than food
Austrian Lm forbids the sale of
artistic church equipment. Over
and above that, the ecclesiastical
authorities are making every effort
to prevent it. In spite, of this, the
yrdinaries in some cases have per-
mitted certain exceptions to be
made where necessities were im-
perative.
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the genuineness of the
prompte ri .m investigati
then found that a band
had V]vhl‘,l” into the churech and
stolen the priceless carving. The
chief culprit, a dealer, committed
suicide when the crime was de
tected
Many trade
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Loreh, a little
Austria (Lorch
the ancient
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yubts of
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quite as unsecrupu-
ous as this dealer, are carrying on
their infamous traffic The spolia-
tion of churches is increasing alarm
ingly, more especially in the Tyrol.
Within the last few weeks various
ob ]1(1‘ have been pilfered
n 'I\: ylege churches The 71
creants have thus far escaped ll“h‘(
tion. In the mountainous parts of |
Austria the religious spirit of the |

1
centuries,

five large cathedrals, |

, Christian or |

pathetic
launched

of |
| :
of | aggertions.

frnm |

too, it has been the
| custom of these people to decorate
| their homes with statues and paint-

ing of saints. None of these chapels |
or crosses or statues or paintings is
safe now. Robbers lie in wait,

sometimes for weeks, to seize an
opportunity to steal them. These

thieves are accomplices of dealers |

who are profiting by the present
craze for church ornaments, vest-
ments and sacred vessels

STEPS TO TOP VANDALISM

Repeatedly have strong measures
been taken by the authorities to put
a stop to this sacrilegious vandal-

ism, and many priests and superiors |
l)f

convents have been punished
when it was found that they had
not taken the proper precautions to
safeguard the valuables in their
care, In spite of all, the ecrimes
continue. It is Dbelieved that
drastic laws will have to be passed
to require venders and possessors
of articles of virtu to prove that
they have obtained these in a legal
manner

The churches of Austria
treasuries of old Catholic art and
culture and the religious sense and
reverence of the people urges them
to save all these sacred objects
from profanation. It is very sad
when many children are going
hungry and when the Christian
middle classes of Austria are being
ruined ; but it worse when the
House of God is no longer safe from
the mercenary spirit of a demoral-
ized age, craving for gold and not
shrinking from crime means
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been borne down by big syndi-
cate, so also will the big syndicate
be borne down by the forees of co
operation.”’
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nd the most numer
of this type of cooperation ir
tries that are preponderantly Cath-
olic and that in many instances the
priests have taken a leading part in
the movement.
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CHURCHES

NG

Odessa.—Patriarch Tykhon has
an anathema against
priests or faithful who abandon the
treasures of the Church to th
Bolshevists. Infortunately 'hv
Bolsheviki have succeeded in sowing
rd in the ranks of the Russian
clergy. Several Bishops, namely,
Melchisedech, the Orthodox Bishop
of Minsk, and John, Bishop of
Konban, have approved the conduct
of the Soviets in confiseating church
treasures. They have been moved to
approval by their belief that
the S:,\;. 'ts would honestly use the
money acquired from the sale of the
church treasures towards the relief
of populations suffering from starv-
ation. The great majority of the
clergy appear have no such con-
fidence in the good intentions of the
Soviets in this regard. They are of
opinion that the money re
not being used for lief
arving but for the support the
hevist regime Moreove rs llu'_\
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What is now happening in Russia in
regard to the despoiling of church
treasures is the best proof of these
In the month of March
the Soviets of Moscow issued a
decree stacing that all the precious
objects in the « nm)n g, of whatever
denomniation, wi be confiscated
and sold for relief of the famine
sufferers. known that the
rold reserve of Russia (before the
War the Imperial Russian Bank had
in Petrograd two thousand million
sin gold) have almost vanished.

only remaining stock of
metal in the churches
monasteries in the form of
iec bells gilver picture
frames, sacred vesselsof gold, sacred
vestments adorned with gold and
pearls, and gems glistening on the
itkons of the Bles Virgin.
According to thz-
decree all these treasures are to be
| taken gradually from the churches,
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along the
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roads and in the passes.

in Constantinople. The booty is
considerable.
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TREASURES

The historic lavra of Kiev has
been plundered. The Bolshevists
have gathered there 2,417 diamonds,
the smallest one weighing 1lcarats,
the largest 9. In the diocese
Viatka alone, the pillage of the
churches has supplied the Soviets
with 13,000 kilograms of silver,
and 1,168 gems. In
Riazan, the valye

TAKEN BY BOLSHEVIS

the
of

billion rubles; in the Church of the
Apparition of the Blessed Virgin in
Novgorod to five billions. In the
district of Krasania Presna the
Bolsheviki sacked 51 churches and
180 pud of gold and silver
the Russian pud corresponds
16.88 kilograms,) an amount accord-
ing to the Soviet official organ,
will suffice to nourish for a
66,000 famished people. The amount
of the robberies perpetrated in the
churches of Moscow reaches, if cal-
culated in Russian paper
astronomical ciphers. Down to the
end of March, it.-amounted to 280
billion rubles of silver alone.

The Catholie Church, especially
inthediocese of Minskand Kamenetz-
Podolsk, has suffered much, and
blood has been shed. At Kamenetz
Podolsk, 18,000 Catholics, mostly
Poles, surrounded the churches
to prevent their violation. The
churches were taken by storm, and
killed or wounded
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The new
capacity of 1, greater than the
former church) and has five broad
aisles and two side galleries.
The C. E Mx-r--olh Co., builders,
are rving of great ¢ it for
up ch a building in only
ix Over five hundred
employed during con-
The pilgrims and parish-
ioners expressed their entire satis
faction for the work done. A mag-
nificent pipe organ has been in-
stalled and was opened on July 6th.
In the n Shrine can be seen and
venerated all the relies rescued
from the fire. Foremost among
the rescued valuables is the miracu-
lous statue of Ste. Anne, standing
as formerly on its Onyx Monolith, at
the ity of the main aisle
T'he gilt brass shrine with the great
relic was saved and may be
seen.
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SEMINARIES
HOURS
OF

TO GIVE TWO
WEEKLY TO STUDY
PLAIN CHANT
—Among the r¢
at the recent
and sacred music
held in Metz, w one requiring
theological seminaries to reserve
two hours a week for the
Gregorian chant.

The congress, which was organi
by the Society of Saint Cecilia,
which works for the development of
Christian music, attracted musi
cians from every part of France
Msgr. Cerretti, Apostolic Nuncio,
presided, and the Archbishop of
3esancon, the Bishops of Metz,
Naney, St. Die, Luxemburg, and
Verdun, and the Abbot of the Bene-
dictines of Chervaux were also pres-
ent.

The presence of
was the occasion of
demonstration of
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gress of liturgy
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s

Msgr. Cerretti
a remarkable
respect. and sym-

| pathy on the part of the population. |

| He
above-mentioned |

| municipal

was offieially received at the
station upon his arrival by the pre-
fect, the military governor and the
authorities, and
escorted to the bishop’s residence
by many Catholic societies and a
large erowd of people.
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Don’t Throw Your Old Carpets Away

No matter

how old,
rope around them and send to us to be made into
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The Famous VELVETEX Rugs
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Canada Rug Company
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LONDON, ONT.
Phone 2485
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The Gem Ear Phone Co. of Canada
415-16 H. Ryrie Building
Toronto, Ont. Main 4385
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Side Trips to All Points of Interes

' Boats Leave Toronto—July 31, Aug. 14 and 28

Tour,
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10 Day Tour, $92.00
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SUMMER SHIRTS
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