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earnest pleading, to supplications, aided by the silent but irresist-
able eloquence of tears, our Lord replied in words of tenderest sym- |
pathy and hopefulness that can mnever be forgotten, and that have
shone ever since like a rainbow of promise over christian tombs :-

“ Your brother shall rise again. I am the resurrection and the life;
everyone that believeth in me, though he be dead, shall live, and |
everyone that liveth and believeth in me shall not taste death for ever.”
And Jesus, seeing the grief of the disconsolate sisters, groaned in spirit
and wept, and going to the tomb wherein Lazarus was laid, he cried
|with a loud voice: * Lazarus, come forth.” And presently, he that
had been dead, eame forth from the tombh, a living man, and went
home with his sister John xi.
our Saviour's tender compassion speak to the bereaved and siricken |
heart ! What rays of blessed hope have they not ministered to those |
who have been widowed or orphaned by death ! But whilst they are |
caleulated to console all weepers, they have a special significance l'ur\
those whom death has bereaved of their dear ones. Henceforward, if
Christians mourn for the departed ones, they mourn not without hope.
They know that Jesus is ““the resurrection and the life,” and that those |
who dic in his holy church, and at friendship with him, will one day |
rise again to live for ever in the Kingdom of God. Death, therefore, |
has not absolute dominion over their departed friends. These may |
sleep away for ages in their forgotten graves, but in the spring-time
of the resurrection they will rise again in honour, in power and glory,
to live with Christ in his eternal kingdom. This hope is laid up in |
the bosom of Christian mourners, and in every age and clime, has
served to reconcile them to the death of their nearest and most be-
loved. It is thus that our blessed Lord has sublimated and sancti- |
fied sorrow and suffering. He became himself a man of sorrows; he |
bore those sorvows without plaint or muarmur, for “ as a sheep before the

shearers, so opened he not his mouth.” In his agony in the garden,
when his soul was sorrowful even unto death, he besought his heavenly
Father that the chalice might pass away from him, but he added,
“nevertheless, let not my will, but Thine, be done.” He has thus
taught us, by his holy example, how to bear with patience and resigna-
tion the trials of life, and, by uniting them to his sufferings, how
to make them expiatory and meritorious in the sight of his eternal
Father. Thus, sorrow and suffering in the Christian system, be-
come a source of merit and of sanctification, and, though our hearts
may break with uncontrollable grief, we may offer them to God, all
wounded and bleeding though they be, and when thus offered, in
union with the sorrows and the agonized heart of Jesus, they be-
come most acceptable offerings in the sight of heaven. But the example

|
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It would be too tedious to dwell on other instances of our

Saviour's mercy to sinners as related in the Gospel, such as the ljured us. ** Bless

forgiveness of Magdalen and of the woman taken in adultery. W

may well say with St. John, that if all that our Lord said and did

How touchingly these instances of | j¢

would not be able to contain the books that should be written. (Johnxxi.
25.) We shall only call attention to the last dread scene on Calvary.
We know that our Saviour is there offered up as a vietim for our
sins. The Lord, said the prophet, hath laid upon him the iniquity
of us all.  He was wounded for our iniquities and bruised for our sins;
the chastisement of our peace wasupon him and by his bruises we have
been healed.  Let us now ascend in spirit to the hill of Calvary to wit
ness the scene that is there transpiring, to assist at the bloody but

[ all-atoning sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross. He has already hung

nearly three long hours on the ignominious gibbet, a spectacle to
angels and to men. His life-blood is ebbing fast through the five

wounds until the fountains of the heart are well nigh exhausted.  An |
awful darkness is stealing over Calvary's hill and wrapping it in its |

pitchy folds ; the graves are being stirred with a strange life, for the
ad are awaking from their sleep of ages, startled into life by the
divine tragedy, and are about to walk through the strects of the holy
city. At this awful moment the Jews cease not to moek and derid
our dying Saviour and to scoff at his untold sorrows and abandon
ment. One would expect that our Lord in his justice would sum

of deicides, no longer worthy to live. Dot no; our blessed Saviour,
summoning his remaining energies, and turning up towards heaven
his eyes that were swimming in tears of agony and dim with the
shadows of approaching death, made a last appeal for merey, saying
“(0 Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And
bowing his head he expired. His last prayer offered up with his dying
breath upon the cross was for pardon and forgiveness
sinners, the most guilty eriminals that ever profancd God's creation.
One drop of the precious blood of Jesus shed uponthe cross would

have been sufficient to redeem a thousand guilty worlds, and yet |

he poured it all out to the very last drop to prove to us the infinitud.
of his love. His precious blood atoned fully to the justice of God
for the sins of mankind, it biotted out the handwriting of death that
was against us and purchased us with a great price.  His blood was
shed for all the children of men from fallen Adam down to the last
that will be born of woman. It ascended in its redeeming effects up
through the centuries to the beginning of time, and will descend in a
tide of mercies to the consummation of the world. The vietim, it is
true, was offered only on Calvary, but the blood of that vietim bathed

the world in its saving tide, and washed the shores of all the ages. 1t |

gave infinite honor and glory to God, made full atonement to the Divine

for the greatest |

S5th. We should detest and abhor sin with all the energy of our
being, as it is the supreme evil, the great enemy of God and man,
the cause of all the ealmmities that have scourged the carth, the
| fountain of all the bitter tears that have fallen drop by dvop from
the eyes of man, and the erucitier of the Son of God himself.  We
should heartily vepent of our past sing and firmly resolve, with the
assistance of God's grace, never again to fall into this dreadful evil,
And in order to avoid this evil of sin and to be able to do the good and
| to practise the virtues that God requires of us, we should make use of
the means of grace that Chyist in his merey has instituted for this pur
| pose, viz: fervent and constant prayer, the frequent and worthy re
ception of the Sacraments, and pious and regular attendance at the
holy sacrifice of the Mass.  We should also avoid the oceasions of sin,
[ for they who love danger shall perigh in it

May God in his merey grant you the grace to practise these salu-
tary lessons and to carry them out in your daily life and conduet.  And
we should make a special effort to do so durving the holy season of Lent.
During this time also those who arve able should faithfully observe the

[ solemn fast preseribed by the Church, and those who are not bound

| mon his angels to destroy those guilty wretches and rid the world | to fast should observe the precept of abstinence and chastise their

bodies and mortify their flesh by other penitential work
* Behold now is the aceeptable time, and now is the day of salva-
tion.” (2 Cor. vi. 2. “Let the wicked man forsake his way, and the
[ unjust man his thoughts, and let him return to the Lord, and then he
will have merey upon him. (Isalas Iv. 7 “Let us cast off the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light: let us walk honestly

as in the day, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and
| impurities, not in contention and strife, but put ye on the Lord Jesus
Christ Romans, xiii. 14 Yes, we must join the great fast from

in with the fast of Lent, in order that the latta Ly b v|.|]\_‘.
acceptable to our heavenly IPather, and beneficial to our poor souls.
[ For of whatavail will it be to us if, whilst we fast in the body, our souls
fast not from sin and viee 7 The fast from sin and wicked pleasures
lis the perfect jast, without which the corporal fast will be of little
henefit.  God rejected the fast of the Jey because on the davs of
their fasting they contimued 1
(Isains lviii.), and will he be better satistied with us if we, in e
tending to fast, are guilty of the Like mconsiste and folly 2 We
must, therefore, fast from all  dishonesty, calumn md  detraction
from immodest  words and  ac from reading bad  books and
journals: from  drunkenne nd riotn in fine, from every thought,

offend him by their customary ging

justice, lifted up a fallen world and placed it once more on the plane | word and action that would offend God and transgress his Divine law
of its immortal destinies: it redeemed mankind from the curse of the And whilst fasting from all h wickedne we must apply ourselves to
fall, liberated them from the bondage of Satan and restored them | good works and acts of mer “1s not thi aith the Lord, * the
to the glorious freedom of the sons of God and to the hen fast that 1 have chosen ? “ Loosge the bands of wickedness and

ship of the kingdom of heaven.

and forg

lattentive to the sicl wing and mercifal to those who hawve

©

ook me in, naled illltl you ('u.tl'“‘ me, sick and ‘\'ull \i--ill‘l 1

and suffered for the salvation of sinners were written, the world itself | (Math. xv. 35.)

We may, thercfore, truly and | break asunder every burde Deal thy bread to th

sed are the mereiful, for they shall obtain merey.”
\" I was hungry and you gave me to eat, | was a stranger and you
t

hungry, and brin

in- | overlooks the Boers’ position,  The Boer
are fighting from below.”
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orrowing friends to mourn for a fond wife
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