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A recent number (December 7) of
the ‘‘Civilta OCattolica’’ contained an
article which may well be mnumbered
among the most interesting and im~
portant of those that ha.ve apmd
in the great Jesuit Review 'durmg
the fifty-eight years of its existence.
It is not a long article—it fills only
sixteen pages of the Civilita; it is not

a profound article—any man or wo-

man who can read a newspaper will
be able to understand every word
ofit; it is not am article that re-
veals any truth hitherto concealed
from thinkers—when you have read
it, you recognize that the sixpeexx
pages of it hardly contain a fact
that you did not already know; there
is not (at least on the suxvface)nqy
special brilliancy of style-about it
—in fact it leaves on you the (mis-
taken) impressien that yow ocould
write as good and article yourself.
It is called ‘‘“T'he Ommnipotence of
Journalism,’”’ and it begins with tpe
pregnant sentence:: ‘‘The world is
governed by public opinion, and 'this
by journalism.”’ Nine-tenths of those
who read newspapers allow their edi-
tors to do their thinking for them,
and, as the Civilita, writer concisely
puts it, ‘“in public life to-day there
is no wother criterion of truth, hones-
ty, uprightness, justice, except that
which ds coined and administered by
journalism.”’

In Catholic oountries where Ca-
tholics have been alive to this truth
the Church and the cause of religion
more than hold its own. The Ger-
man Catholics have used the press to
such good purpose that they have
been able to form the great Center
Party, to put an end to the Kultur-
kampf, to send Bismarck 'to Camas-
sa, to orgamize the people political-
ly, socially, economically. ‘‘German
Catholics,”” said Dr. Barth e%
Catholic Cangress of Ratisbon, ‘‘had
with them a great gift from heaven
as a harbinger of better days of
firm and faithful unity, of unweary-
ing constancy im the struggle, of de-
fence of the supreme interests of the
people and of humamity. This gjm,
is the Catholic press, robust, skKil-
ful, aggressive. Both as to quality
and quantity it has developed until
it has become a power in public
life which cannot be igmored. . .
In the course of fifty years thie num-
ber of mewspapers. resolutely Ceatho~
lic has imcreased from five qr.six
to mearly three hundred and . thirty,
and the subscribers who after 1860
were not more than fifty or sixty
thousamd divided among about a
score of newspapers have since then
increased to hundreds of thousands
and millions.”” The result is that
the public opinion of German Ca~
tholics i respected, in Germany.

In Belgium a Catholic government
has been in power for twenty-three
years without a break. Why? In
little Belgium, the most progressive
country in the world, and at the
same time noted for its splendid Ca-
tholic spirit, the Catholic newspap-
ers, “National’’ and “Patriote’’ sell
170,000 = copies every day between
them, the ‘‘Nieuws van den Dag’’
sells 70,000 copies on week days,
and 80,000 on Sundays, the ‘‘Gazet
van Amtwerpen’’ 70,000, the ‘‘Pays
Valloon’’ 85,000 and the weekly
“Viaming’’ 50.000.

The Omnipotence of Journalism.

(By Vox Urbis, in ‘“Rome.”")

g _ MONTREAL, THURSDAY, JAQAUARY 16, 1908

PRICE FiVE CENTS

forget that
there s one which by the force of
things surpasses all the rest, that is
‘the diffusion of the Catholic press.
It ihe Catholic press is not suffiei-
ently supporited, encouraged, raised
to the position it ought to occupy,
the churches, if they be not burned,
will- be deserted, the congregations
will be multiplied only to be driven
out, and the charitable institutions
and the schools themselves will be
taken away from the religion that
founded them. . I the Catholics
put at the head of all their works
that of the press, as is being done
in Germany, if they devote two or
three millions of francs to it every
year, it is safé to say that every-
thing would change at once, and
that, the, faith would spring up
again in hundreds of thousands of

men'to’’ of Turin, the ‘“Avvenire d’'It-
alia’’ of Bologna, are the only im-
portant Catholic newspapers in the
whole of Italy. For every person
that reads the, there are fifty who
are fed daily on the truculent anti-
clericalism of papers like the ‘‘Mes-
saggero’’ or who breathe the more
subtle poison of organs like the
““Giornale d’'Italia.”” The whole
Catholic world must have been shock-
ed on learning a few weeks ago that
Rome, the capital of the Chrittian
universe, had fallen into the hands
of the anti-cléricals. Many explana-
tions of this faot have béen advanc-
ed—but there is one'fact which os it-
telf suffices eo explain the ugly phe-
nomenon: There is only one Catho-
lis newspaper in Rome, while there
are half a dozen orgams that avow
more or 1éss openly their hostility to
the Church -and the Holy See. Treat-
ing 'of Ttalian-journalism the writer
in the Cavilta concludes:
“If Catholic journalism is mot de-
veloped, in such a way as to wrest
from anti-clerical  jourmalism the
monopoly of public opinion, history
| will have to tell our grandchildren
that in the twentieth century Ttaly
was reduced 5o low as to hecome a
mere tajl<piece of Jacobin and de-
cadént France.”

The article in the Cavilta makes
no reference to the influence of jour-
nalism upon Cathalicism in English
speaking countries. The English
Catholic—of malice prepense; ‘the
American ‘press not infrequently
shows & simiar tendency—mainly
through ignorance and because its

throughout the whole civilized world
to-day the daily press which mekes
public opinion is useless, when it is
not openly hostile, to thé Ca'tholic
réligion. It would be absurd to
put the blame of this on ‘“the
Church,” but it would be idle to
deny that wealthy . and influential
Catholics have not considered the
matter sufficiently. It is not me-

besides all these needs |

intelligences.”’ been transacted, the initiation of
Alas! Alas! new officers took place resulting as
—— follows:' Spiritual director, Rev. J

What * aas happened in France will | Killoran; president, M. J. O'Donnell;
most certainly -happen in Italy um-|first vice-president, W. E. Neilan: se-
less something is dome. 'The ‘‘Cor-|cond wvice-president, 7. R. Stevens:
riere d’Italia’”’ of Rome, the ‘‘Mo-|recording secretary, J. J. Tynan ;

press is almost unanimously anti- |-

'Cm.'halic news fl‘O@ Europe comes to Lynch, were Grand 'Trustee Bro.
it .mos'tly from: tainted sources. In|pr. Alex. Germain; Chancellor F. J.
short, it may be affirmed that Curran ( Commitbee of Laws), Grand

Deputies Thos. Kane, J. Quinn and
F. J. Sears; Chas. E. O’'Brien, Br.
54, and Chancellor P. J. Kavanagh,

Geo. A. Carpenter also assisted.

ing Grand Officers
advancement of the Association

Annual Meeting

.of St. Patrick’s T.
A. & B. Society.

On Sunday afternoon last St. Pat-
rick's T. A. & B. Society’s annual
meeting took place. The members
listened to a forcible address by
Father McShane, who took woccasion
‘to express  his pleasure at meeting
with them, and urged them to carry
on the good work in a manner be-
fitting such an organization. He
maintained that while the priest is
doing his best to further the ends
of a certain work, through the puk-
pit, confessional or by active effont
as spiritual director, yet hewas help-
less without the aid, the strong,
practical aid of the lay apostolate.
He was a powdr for good. It was
for him to make this power felt.
The speaker closed by eulogizing I\
ther Killoran's work in ehe society’s
interest. After routine business had

asst. recording secretary, R. J. Do-
lan; treasurer, J. E. Doyle; financial
secretary, M. E. Day; marshal, Jas.
J. Milloy; assistant marshal, B
Moore. Committee of management,
J. J. Costigan, D. Vaillancourt, M.
J. O’Regan, E. J. Carroll, Joseph
Doyle, John Warren, P. Griffin, .J
H. Kelly, John Walsh, Wulter Costi-
gan, Jas. Easton, . eph Dolan, De-
legates to Temperance Union of Ca-
mada, Jas. Baston, W. P. Doyle,
J. H. Kelly, M. O'Donnell, sr., John
Walsh.
The grand marshal, Mr. Jas. J.
Milloy, was eclected to the office
for the 26th time.

Then followed speeches by Messts.
O'Donnell, Walsh, Doyle, Easton and
Neilan, after which a vote of thanks
was tendered Father McShane for
his address to the members, who
pledged themselves to help the new
pastor in the parish works.
On Tuesday evening, Feb.
the anmual euchre and social
take place.

(.M.B.A Brauch 26

18th,
will

St. Patrick’s Hall, St. Alexander
street, was the scene Thursday of a
large meeting of Branch 26 of the
Catholic Mutual Benefit Association
of Canada, when the installation of
officers elected for this year took
place.

After the regular proceedings of
the Branch were concluded, the cere-
mony of installation took place.
Seated on the platform with the in-
stalling officer, Grand Deputy T. A.

Marshal Bro. J. J. Costigan, Grand

Br. 383. Provincial Grand Deputy
Addresses were given by the visit-
relative to the
in

Election’ of Offic rs.

Prisoners at Jail

Honored by V—isit from the
Anrchbishop.

His Grace paid a visit to the Ca-
tholic prisoners in the¢ jail on Mon-
day last. At the men’s jail he said
Mass at 8 o’clock. The chapel had
been quite tastefully decorated. His
Grace ®ddressed the prisoners, first
in English and then in French. He
said it svas mow an established cus-
tom, which, he trusted, would be
continued by his successor, for the
Archbishop to wvisit the prisoners
twice a year—first on ‘the oceasion of
the mew year, to give (hem chm-
fort, and again on Good Friday, to
invite them to share in the pedemp-

tion of Calvary. His Grace clo-
quently pleaded for temperate lives,
and hig hearers were deeply affected

Sobs were heard and tears were seen
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If you haven't attended our sale, don't delay.
We have special bargains in men’s furnishing

every day this month.

20% discount is taken off every sale, but we are giving

25% and 30% on some lines,

On sale now—Natural al]

wool underwear, regularly sold
Sale price 66¢.

Clergymen—Roman Collars in all sizes.

BRENNANS

2 Stores: 251 St. Catherine St. West
Y ” e East

rnnr&i'n& dowh many cheeks. The
good ofder of 'the prisoners testified
to the gplendid discipline of the
tablishinent., During the

es-
serviee a

choir off the inmates sang with much <€
effect @ number of hymns which call- | @
ed forth congratulatory words from | €

the Arehbishop.

Mgr. Bruchesi than paid a short

visit to the jail infirmary, address-

ing -, few words of comfort to u;n'h’
{
|

&8

&
g
<

<
€
‘l

of the patients there, after which he |
proceedéd to the rvesidence of Gover-

nor Vallee, where he breakfasted. )

After breakfast His Grace left® to | @
pay a gimilar visit to the woman's | €
jail, angl upon leaving Governor Val- ‘f

lee thanked him warmly for his good |
and kind words to |
which, he was sure,

most bdneficial effect.

L
the prisoners, | LY
would have a | €
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Successful Euchre.

A vor}/ successful euchre was held
on Twuesday, Jan. 14, under the aus-
pices of (he young ladies of St.
Ann’s Parish. The hall was filled to |
its capfcity, and a most enjoyable
evening was spent. Following is a
list of the prizes, donors and Win-
ners:

Sofa cyshion, domated by Mjss E.

Mee.@M@e~M.aoueuuﬁwwww-»wwww‘omg

Remember Our New Address.

The True Witness has removed to
its 'new premises, 316 Lagauchetiere
Street West, where we are equipped
for all kinds of Job work, from a visi-

"ting card to a poster.
GIVE US 4 CALL.

e ﬁruc iﬂﬁiinmﬁ,

L]
316 LAGAUCHETIERE ST. W.
BELL TEL. MAIN 5072
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Guineau, won by Mrs. C. McGinley. 8

Cut glass berry, dish, donated by
Ald. T. O'Comnell, won by Miss
Cherry.

Biscuit jar, donated by Miss C. B.
Kane; won by Miss Gaffeney.

Set mulitary brushes,
Misses Flynn, won by Mr.
Brown,

donated by
Robent

chre take this opportunity to ex- | the

press their sincere thanks to all

made the recipient
ternoon of a
those who had been in the habit

blessing.

Rev. T. O'Reily Recipient of NOTICE.

Japariese vase, donated by Mrs. J. . .
Killoran,won by Miss Dineen. Testlmcmal. Notire is heveby given that the
Gentleman’s umbrella, donmated by ——— undersigned will apply ta the Le-
Ald. D. Gallery, won by Mrs. Kene- The Rev. T. O'Reilly, reee ntly ap-| gislature at its mext susdion, to ob-
han. pointed curate at  St. latrick’s | tain a charter of incorporation to
Crucifix, donated by Miss Hughes, | Church, after acting as chaplain  to |them and all such persons becoming
won by Mrs. Doyle. the Hotel Dieu for seven years, was | sharcholders in the company, under

last af-
by

of

Sundey
purse and address

the mame of
Company g’
The object of the proposed

““Hochelaga Insuramce

ocom-

Pickle jar, donated by Miss M. A.|attending the chapel of that institu- pany is to transact all kinds of in-
Ellis, won by Mr. McDonald. ‘tion. About seventy-fiva gathared |surance and reinsurance against
Ladies’ umbrella, donated by Mr. [at the Hospital, where an address | fire and its consequences, plate-
Thomas Mahoney, won by Mr. F. | was read by Mr. Frank Curran, ex- glass, stean boiler, live stoock and to
Curvan, pressing  the tender feelings eneers |insure property rights and interests
Golf Sweater, donated by Mr. | tained by those present, and pre-fof all kinds, and to perform all mat~
Leo. G. Ryan; won by Mr. Duffy. senting a purse which was a  token |ters and things connected with such
Bottle of perfume, donated by | of deep regard and gratitude. objects and suitable to the acocom-
Miss N. Moore, won by Mr. McCar- Father O'Reilly replicd most feel- plishment thereof. . .
thy. ingly. The Frenoch-spéaking oon- Montreal, January 9th, 1908.
Frosted cake, domated by Miss | gregation who bad .been ministered Henri Wilfvid Cathcart.
Taylor, won by Mr. McMullin. to by Father O’Reilly presented an J. M. Robitaille.
Consolation prizes won by Miss | address which s delivered by H. Landry
Shea and Mr. Denis O’Connor. Mr. Fabre Surveyer. The pleasant M. E. Bourcier.
The commitlee in charge of the eu- | meeting was brought to a, close by Pierre-Auguste Hubert.

2 rev. gentleman administering his

France affords an example oi the

other side of the picture. France up
to a couple of years ago was won-
derfully, rich in Catholic institutions
of all kinds—except one. The whole
country was covered  with churches,

oessary, perhaps it is not even possi-
ble to have great Catholic dailies in
the United States or in England,
but even short of this a great deal
might be dgne to reform the tone
of the press in a Catholic sense.
Whenever possible there should be

Branch, which is considered the pa-
rent branch of the C.M.B.A. of Ca-
nada in the Province of Quebec.

of Branch 26 for the year 1908:

the city and urging upon the newly
elected officers to carry on the good
work and uphold the record of their

The following is a list of officers

those who so kindly contributed to
its success.

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, District

ST. BRIDGET’'S NIGHT REFUGE. | of Montreal. Application = will be

Annual Report of Hospital for

™
Incurables. b

Report for week
12th Jan.:
English 26;

ing and breakfast.

ending Sunday,
Irish, 158; French, 384 ;
other natiomalities, 40.
All had a might’s lodg-

made alt the next session of the Le-
gislature of the Province of Quebec,
for the incorporation of the ‘‘Third
Order of Saint Francis, Saint Pat-
rick’s Fraternity,”” as a religious

tal, 258.

schools, orphanages, hospitals,

of science

on the Caltholic

re-
ligious houses; French Catholics sur-
passed those of amy other country
(not excepting Germany ) in the field
<{ science and literature—indeed even
nbw nearly all the best French wri-
ters and the most diseinguished men
in Franoe are practising
Catholics. And yet we have seen
With our own eyes a long series of
hideous outrages perpetrated by law

some Catholic sharcholders in great
mewspapers, and in great news-agen-
cies.  Catholic readers should make
themselves felt whenever their favor-
ite newspaper shows a tendency to

1st wvice-president,
hill; 2nd vice-president, Bro. M. J.

Spiriteal Adviser, Rev. J. P. Kil-
loran; Chancellor, Bro. W. H. Hodg-
son; President, Bro. T. R. Stevens;
Bro. James Ca-

go wrong; Catholicadvertisers should
have nothing to do with journals
that are ill-disposed to the Church.
A great mamy other things might be
done, but first of all the importance

We have seen am overwl g

religion, and we are p

jority of Fremch Catholics going to
the polls ‘to” vote’ the destruction of

count for this able
things. Tt is
for it, ¢

‘state of
: to accaunt

breadth of France there is only one
- worthy

Lo-day owe
- untold sacrifices bo throw a religious
| influence around the education  of

Loui

Veuillot used to say: “It T
‘the world was to
, T would think first  of

~would think

Gahan; recording secretary, Bro. R.
J. Dolan;
J. J. Cosdtigan; treasurer, Bro. F.
J. Sears; marshal, Bro. G. I.  Ni-
chols; guard, Bro. James Oallahan.

and of on—painting, sculpture, | reception taking the form of a “‘stag
aréhitecture, literature, pnetry, phil- |euchre, which was conducted by
osophy; even are making | Chancellor. W. F. Wall. The win-

ners were: 1st, Bro. J. J. Costigan:
2nd, Bro.
; Grand Deputy T. A Lynch. .

financial secretary, Bro.

of - the subject should be brought | Trustees, Chan. Wall, Chan. W. P.|Were admilted; 163 died, and 145

Church in Framce, [home to those who are able to ~in- | Doyle," Bros. John Walsh, T. R.|Were cured. SER
) T ma- | the situati Stevens and J. T. Stevens. The principal na'no.m.lrtues were
In past times everyihing that | The Grand Offiicers and visitors of | represented as follows: —French-Can-
ocould influence the human mind wes!|other branches were entertmined by |adians, 19 Irish, 58; FEnglish,
led to - ac- loyed in the service of the Church{the president and officers-elect, the |16; Hebrews, 11; Scotchmen, 8;

F. J. Sears and 38rd,

Frenchmen, 7; others, 16.

1237 persons admitted during
past seven years, the Romam Catho-
lics numbered 1080, and the other
religions 197. .

33 sisters, 10 lay sisters, 18 nurses
and 15 servants. . 2

R |
hy::ebm $50,007 and the expenses |
$46,198, leaving a balance of $3,809.

The annual report of the Hospital
for Incurables at Notre Dame de
Grace has just been published. It
shows that during the past year all
the accommodation in the establish-
ment was taken advantage of, the
doors being open to all creeds amd
nationalities. From July 1, 1906,
to July*l, 1907..809 men patients

As regards rcligion, on a 'botslﬂc:t
e

The staff of ~the hospital includes

The f{inancial statement for  the|.

7 shows the receipts to

and philanthropical  corporation,
with power to hald real estate, and
for such other powers as may be
necessary or incidental thereto.
BEAUDIN, LORANGER, ST.
GERMAIN @ GUERIN,
Attorneys for Applicants.
Montreal, 15 Janvary, 1908. "

INMEMORIAM.

A solemn Anniversary Service will
be chantéd in St. Ann's Chureh on
Tuesday, 21st of January, at 8 a.m.,
for the happy repose of the soul of
the late Mrs. John Kane, who died
on the 81st of December, 1904.
Friends and relatives are kindly in-
vited. May her soul rest in peace,

WEAK
TIRED
WOMEN ing and feel tireder than

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, District
of Montreal. Application will be
made at the next gession of the Le-
gislature of the Province of Quebee,
for the inoorporation of the ‘‘“Third
Order of Saint Francis, Immaculate
Conception - Sistertivod,” as a reli-
‘gious and  philapthropical corpora-
tion, with power 1o hold real estate
and for such other:powers as may be

How many women
there are that get no re- |

They have dln;' nn-ﬁoninﬂ: nm—”WN"' incidémtal thereto.
the hioath s head, | BEAUDIN, LORANGER, ST..
oy palpitates; they are irritable GE&A’(}K & GUI
the od worn out, and (' Attornéys

lightest duties during the PR ke
day seem to be a drag and a burden. Montreal, ?ﬁ Jm




