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NOTES FROM ROME.
MOVEMENTS OF THE KING. — 

On Monday, the 3rd September, King 
Victor Emmanuel reviewed the troops 
for the first time. Usually the re
views have taken place on Sunday 
or a holy day of obligation, making 
it very difficult for the soldiers to 
attend Mass.

On Thursday King Victor Emma
nuel and Queen Helena left Rome for 
Naples en route for Capodomonte, 
where they will spend some months, 
and which is intended to become a 
permanent summer residence for 
Their Majesties.

It is said that King Victor Emma
nuel purposes to have the Quirinal 
Palace enlarged, and will apply to 
this work part of the money receiv
ed from the life unsurance of the late 
King Humbert.

THE POPE'S FIRM STAND,—The 
Supreme Pontiff has caused a circu
lar note to be sent to the various 
Catholic Governments of Europe, 
owing to the change in the Italian 
throne, in which His Holiness de
clares that he renounces none of the 
Papal rights to Rome and to the 
provinces which formerly constituted 
the patrimony of Peter. The Holy 
Father also points out thaV since 
1870 the condition of the Papacy 
under Italian rule has been steadily 
growing worse. Auti-elerical sectar
ies have been able to vent their 
spite and malice on the Church and 
her highest officials, and that, too, 
with the connivance of the Italian 
Government. This state of things can
not be permitted to continue, so the 
Vicar of Christ invokes the assist
ance of all Catholic States towards 
relieving him from an Intolerable si
tuation. So long as Italy denies the 
rights of the Holy See, so long will 
the Pope regard her King not as the 
King of Italy, but merely as the su
preme ruler of Sardinia. Catholics 
all the world over will pray earnest
ly that Victor Emmanuel HI., of 
whose good disposition towards the 
Church no one can entertain any 
doubt, may see some way of coming 
to a satisfactory understanding with 
the Holy Father. Otherwise the fu
ture of Italy will be anything but as 
promising os her friends would wish 
to see it.

TWO INTERESTING RECEPTIONS 
—On last Sunday morning the Holy 
Father received a deputation from 
his native town of Carpineto, priests, 
religious, and laity being represented. 
His Holiness enjoyed half an hour’s 
conversation with his fellow-country 
people, and was very much interest
ed in the account of his birthplace. 
Graciously thanking the little com
pany for their good wishes on his 
feast, the Holy Father bestowed on 
them the Apostolic Benediction. On 
Tuesday a deputation of the Associ
ation of the Teachers of the Ele
mentary Schools of the Rhine and 
Westphalian provinces of Germany 
were received in private audience by 
His Holiness. All were permitted to 
kiss his hand and received his bless
ing.

OTHER IMPORTANT AUDIENCES 
—On the 24th ult.. His Grace Mon
signor Cannon, Archbishop of Buf
falo, U.S.A#., accompanied by the 
Very Rev. John Biden, rector of the 
cathedral of the same city, were re
ceived in private audience by the 
Holy Father, who spoke for some 
time with His Grace, desiring to be 
informed of the condition of his dio
cese, and then bestowed the Aposto
lic benediction not only on the Most 
Rev. Archbishop and the rector, but 
also on all the faithful of the dio
cese of Buffalo. Monsignor Cannon 
and Father Biden made an offering 
of 8,500 lire of Peter's pence. On 
the same day His Grace Mgr. Perle
ra, Bishop of Nicaragua, was also 
received in private audience by His 
Holiness.

j AN OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION. 
—On August 18 last, the "Osserva- 
tore Romano” printed what was ob
viously an official communication 
from the Papal Secretary of State. 
The communication ran as follows i

'"On account of the ecclesiastical 
funeral honors rendered to the de
ceased King Humbert, and of a cer
tain prayer published on behalf of 
his soul, not a few persons in Italy 
and many more abroad have made 
complaints against the ecclesiastical 
authority, as if it had in this mat
ter derogated from the most holy 
laws of the Church.

"It is necessary to announce that 
the ecclesiastical authority tolerated 
the funeral services of the late King 
not only in order to protest against 
the execrable crime committed upon 
his person, but also, and still more, 
by reason of the personal condition 
of the deceased, who, especially in 
the later period of his life, gave un
questionable tokens of religious feel
ings, so much as even to state that 
he desired to be reconciled with God 
through the sacraments in the pre
sent holy year.

"This being so, it is to be presum
ed that in the last moments of his 
life he would have implored the in
finite mercy of God, and that, if he 
had had opportunity, he would not 
have hesitated to reconcile himself 
with Him.

"And it is a law of the Church,: 
declared on more than one occasion 
of the Sacra Pdnitenzierfa, that in 
such cases consent may be given for 
the ecclesiastical burial even of a 
person to whom otherwise, regard 
being had to the quality of the de
ceased, external pomp could not be 
granted.

"As to the noted prayer, composed 
in a moment of supreme and compre
hensible anguish, as it is not con
formed to the laws of the Sacred 
Liturgy, it cannot have been, and 
has never been, approved by the su
preme ecclesiastical authority.”

This should close all further com
ment upon the attitude of the Holy 
See in regard to the Requiem Masses 
for the late King, and to the prayer 
that the Queen had composed, but 
Which the Saçred College could not 
sanction.

these causes of perversion the insi
dious work of heretical men who, at 
strife among themselves, find them
selves only in accord in vilifying.the 
Supreme Pontifical Magistrate, the' 
Catholic clergy, and the dogmas of 
our holy religion, of which they do 
not understand even the meaning 
much less the august beauty. There
fore the faithful who from all reli
gions, even the most remote, come in 
pilgrimage to Rome, to find comfort 
for their piety and faith, must re
main profoundly sorrowful to see 
this ground, bathed by the blood of 
martyrs, invaded by sects of every 
kind, only intent on eradicating from 
the souls of the people that religion 
which has also been declared the re
ligion of the State, and which forms 
to-day the object of their love and 
devotion. You will easily under
stand, my Lord Cardinal, how such 
a state of things brings grief to Our 
heart, and how livelÿ is Our desire 
to see opportune remedies adopted 
which, if not altogether preventing 
the evil, will serve at least to miti
gate its gravity and bitterness. On 
this account the foundation of a no
ble work to which We Ourselves gave 
impulse and inspiration, that of the 
preservation of the faith, was not a 
slight comfort to Us; more still, the 
satisfactory results which it has com
menced to attain through the inde
fatigable .zeal of those who direct 
and form part of it.

We wish, Lord Cardinal, counting 
on your well-known and constant ac
tivity, that this salutary work, so 
adapted to the present need, may be 
sustained, reinforced, and propagat
ed so as to constitute an efficacious 
defence and bulwark against the in
dicated peril. A constant and valid 
aid must be lent to it; in the first 
place, by the parochial clergy of 
Rome, that zealous, laborious, and 
modest clergy on whom devolves 
principally the care and responsibil
ity of the salvation of souls. The 
Catholic laity of this city, always so 
ready to lend its intelligent and 
charitable assistance wherever the in
terests of religion or the moral . or 
material good of its neighbor require 
it, must also add vitality, force and 
extension. Let it be the care of all 
to confirm the character of the Cath
olic people, to inspire in them noble 
and holy sentiments, and to warn at 
the same- time the incautious that 
under the harmless appearance of 
schools for boys, institutes for girls, 
classes for foreign languages, an in

crease of culture, and aid to indi
gent families, is concealed the guilty 
design of instilling into minds and 
hearts the reproved maxims of here
sy. May all the faithful be pene
trated with this truth, that nothing 
can be grander or more precious 
than the treasure of that faith for 
which their fathers fearlessly con
fronted not only privations and mis
eries, but often violent persecutions 
and even death itself. Such a senti
ment of fortitude cannot but be na
tural and profound in the soul of this 
our population, who well know that 
the Catholic Church not only pos
sesses divine marks, which distin
guish her as the one, true Church— 
the only one which has received the 
promise of immortal life—but which 
has also bestowed in every age in
comparable benefits on Rome, on 
Italy, and on the world's, dominat
ing barbarity with the justice of her 
laws and the gentleness of her cus
toms, extending, as says well St. 
I-eo the Great (Sermon I. on the 
Feast of SS. Peter and Paul), the 
dominion of Christian peace far be
yond the confines explored by the 
Roman eagles, saving letters, librar
ies, culture, and monuments, inspir
ing every order of science and art, 
coming to the aid of the weak, the 
poor, and oppressed with the gener
osity of affection and the magnanim
ity of sacrifice and of heroism.

We trust therefore that none of the 
Romans, who are the most privileged 
children of the Catholic Church, will 
ever, for any human interest what
soever. separate themselves from this 
most tender mother, who, having 
brought them forth to grace, has 
never ceased to surround them with 
her affectionate solicitude. We are 
also certain that those generous 
Catholics who have founded and pro
moted the aforesaid work of the 
preservation of the faith will give 
themselves neither truce nor rest 
while the eternal salvation of even 
one soul is in danger, thus showing 
in deed that if the enemies of reli
gion are more powerful by abundance 
of riches they will conquer them by 
the fulness pf charity. As an aus
pice meanwhile of the Divine favor 
to carry on this most important un
dertaking We impart with all Our 
heart to you, my Lord Cardinal, to 
the promoters of the pious work, 
and to all who favor it the Aposto
lic benediction, given at the Vatican 
19th August, 1900.

. LEO PP. XIII.

THE HOLT FATHER TO THE CARDINAL-VICAR OF ROME.
Elsewhere we comment editorially 

upon the recently expressed attitude 
of Leo XIII., in regard to the incur
sions of Protestantism into Rome. 
As the text of the Holy Fatner's let
ter, on this subject, to the Cardinal- 
Vicar of Rome has come to hand, and 
as it is a document of major im
portance, we give it in full. The fol
lowing is the text of that letter
To the Lord Cardinal Pietro Respig

hi, Our Vicar-General.
I>ord Cardinal,—From the first 

days of Our Pontificate We have had 
to reckon as one of the most deplor
able dangers brought to this capital 
of the Catholic world by the chang
ed order of things the active pro
mulgation of heresy and the conse
quent danger to which the faith of 
Our people was exposed. Regarding 
this matter, addressing Ourselves to 
Our Cardinal-Vicar in pontifical let
ters of 18th June. 1878, and 25th of 
March. 1879, We repeatedly imparted 
exhortations, counsel, and warnings 
to the faithful, putting them on their 

tbe mult,plled
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tiform emanations of Protestantism, 
is that of planting, the standard of 
discord and religious rebellion in the 
peninsula, but more especially in 
this mother city, Shere God .Himself, 
with an admiral* arrangement of 
évents, founded the centre of that 
fruitful and sublime unity which was 
the object of the prayer addressed by 
our Divine Saviour td His Heavenly 
Father (John xvii. 11-21), and which 
the Popes have jealously preserved 
even at the price of their lives, and 
despite the bppoaition of men and 
times. After having destroyed, in 
their respective countries, with dis
cord and opposed systems, old and 
venerated beliefs which formed part 
of the sacred deposit of revelation ; 
after having instilled into the souls 
of their followers the glacial breath 
of doubt, of division, of incredulity, 
an immense ruin, which we deplore 
and compassionate from the depths 
of Our heart, seeing in all these cre
atures the children of the same Fa
ther and those redeemed by the same 
blood, the aforesaid sects have come 
into this elect vineyard of the Lord 
to continue here their distracting 
and hateful work. Not being able to 
count on the force of truth, they 
take opportunity to extinguish, or at 
least weaken, in souls the Catholic 
faith from, the undefence of tender 
years, from the insufficiency of cui- 

etraits of poverty,

REV. DR. SHEEHAN'S ADDRESS.
Recently the Most Rev. Dr. Shee

han blessed and opened a splendid 
new High School of the Christian 
Brothers in Clonmel, County Tipper
ary. In the course of a speech in re
ply to the address presented him, 
the learned Bishop said :—

"Every occasion like the present 
more and more brought home to 
them tbe great injustice that the 
Catholics of Ireland labor under to
day, as they had labored for cen
turies in the denial of a proper sys
tem of university education /ap
plause). Amongst those who would 
attend the new school there were 
doubtless many for whom the sec
ondary education to be there given 
would be sufficient, but there were 
others for whom it would not be— 
nor should it be—sufficient. There 
would be in that comparatively large 
and wealthy community children who 
in the natural course of things 
would expect when the education of 
a secondary school was complete to 
go on to the university and there 
crown the edifice and fit themselves 
for the positions in life which they 
would have to fill. This was done in 
other countries, and it could also 
be done in Ireland if the system were 
changed, but at present the doors of 
the university were closed against 
the Irish children as effectually as if 
they were double-locked and barred, 
as effectually as if no university that 
could be called a university existed 
for the general education. How long 
was this state of things to go on ? 
Were they to travel forever through 
the desert with never a sight of the 
promised land? The Irish people paid 
their share of English taxation, and 
England should remember more than 
ever to-day that thousands of Irish
men had fought apd died for her in 
distant lands. Irishmen had done 
their share—and more them their

share—in every work of public util
ity to which they put their hands. 
They fought on distant battlefields, 
and gave their blood and their lives 
to England, but they were denied a 
sum of money that would enable 
them to educate their children so that 
they might take their proper posi
tions in the world (applause). Every 
hour that this injustice continued, 
and every advocate that they won 
over from the ranks of their oppo
nents, made them feel the injustice 
the more (applause). They were not 
yet emancipated after seventy years 
of Catholic emancipation. The doors 
of the university were closed against 
them, as had been the doors of Par
liament before the measure of 1829 
was passed. O’Connell might have 
entered and taken his seat before 
emancipation was passed, but he 
spurned the oath that he was asked 
to take. Catholics of the present 
day might enter the university and 
sit down and acquire learning pro
vided they did what O'Connell was 
asked to do and refused. Whatever 
the future might be for them, it 
should be understood that they 
would never yield their rightful 
claims or one particle of the prin
ciples upon which they based them 
(applause). They asked for a Ca/ho- 
lic university that would be consist
ent with the principles of their 
faith. They had given up a great 
deal already; they had yielded by de
grees much of what they justly 
claimed fifty years ago, but they 
had come to what the illustrious 
Cardinal Archbishop of Armagh had 
described as "the straining point.” 
There they would take their stand, 
and the cry of Ireland would go 
forth until the wrong was righted 
(applause). In conclusion His Lord- 
ship imparted his benediction to 
those present, and the proceedings 
closed.”

TTOTES OF1 IRISH ICTIEWS.

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS. —The con
troversy over the public lighting of 
the city of Dublin has drawn a dig
nified protest from Mr. Michael Da- 
vitt. Wjriting to the " Freeman’s 
Journal,” he says, "Permit me as a 
friendly outsider to say that it is, 
in my humble judgment, a mistake 
to mix up personalities with issues 
which are of vital public interest. I 
am of opinion that the cause of mu
nicipal ownership is not helped by 
abuse of Mr. William Murphy. I take 
it that Mr. Murphy is trying to do 
for the company of which he is the 
able chairman just what any other 
capitalist or business man would do 
in similar circumstances. This is not 
a crime. It is in accord with the 
universal commercial custom of our 
generation, and if Mr. Murphy has 
been successful in the application of 
his undoubted great business capa
city here in Ireland he has only 
achieved that in our own poor coun
try for the winning of which we are 
willing to praise Irishmen who have 
beaten competitors in richer and 
more progressive lands.” Coming 
from an opponent of Mr. Murphy's, 
both in political and municipal mat
ters, it is a protest which does in
finite credit to the writer, but it 
was only what one might expect 
from Mr. Davitt.

BLACKROCK COLLEGE, Co. Dut>- 
lin, has carried off the Blue Ribbon 
of the Intermediate Examinations 
this year, Master Thomas Rahily ob
taining first place in the senior grade 
and the large gold medal attach?d to 
that distinction. He has also taken 
the gold medal for classics, first 
place in Celtic, and second place in 
French. No less than three exhibi
tions in this, grade, out of a total 
of twenty, fell to Blackrock. First, 
third, and fourth places in English 
in the same grade are also won by 
Blackrock students, Austin Moran 
winning the gold medal for this im
portant subject. In the Middle Grade 
the results are equally good — first 
place in Latin, Greek, French, and 
Italian, with the gold medal for mo
dern languages, four new exhibitions, 
nine retained exhibitions and eight 
prizes.

THE WAR IN SOUTH AFRICA.
Judging by the tone of the follow

ing despatch from London, fikig., 4 

would appear that there will be a 
campaign of several months yet in 
South Africa ere the day of peace 
will dawn. It run» thus :—

General Botha’s dogged retreat 
through the Lydenburg hills has Por
tuguese, East Africa, as Its goal. 
The Dutch commander expects to 
light the pursuing British troops for 
at least smother three months, and 
then take hie fores,
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mand, which includes the vast bulk 
of the Boer field armament, announce 
that they will reserve the last round 
of their powder for the purpose of 
blowing up their guns.

These statements are made on the 
authority of burghers who have been 
in the closest touch with the young 
republican general throughout tbe re- 
cent operations in the northeastern 
pert of the Transvaal. They regard „„„ 
rfJ“y„,C0nfl™t0ry °' thl* ln~ montai or of Catholic doctrine, 

n Parlthe reeent actlon said he would be glad to learn
" 'k« **"*---------- Government la - - v rcr. - - .

BOYS’ BRIGADE. — The inaugur- 
atioi and ceremony of fh - h^^ing 
of the colors of the Catholic Boys' 
Brigade took place in the Church *of 
Our Lady of Refuge, Rathmines, re
cently. The boys, to the number of 
four hundred, paraded in the school 
grounds, where, prior to the chief 
ceremony, the decoration of the non
commissioned officers took place. Im
mediately after the boys marched, 
four abreast, to the chapel, the sides 
of which had already been filled by 
the numerous admirers of the brig
ade. The boys having taken their 
places the Very Rev. Canon Fricker 
ascended the pulpit, and the 
hymn "Veni Creator” was sung by 
the entire battalion. The Rosary fol
lowed, and the Canon addressed the 
boys, and said they should all feel 
proud, for on that day they cele
brated the feast of St. Joachim and 
the ninetieth anniversary of the name 
day of our Holy Father Pope Leo 
XIII..l and .such an occasion was a 
fitting day to inaugurate and bless 
the colors of their brigade. Having 
fully explained the rules and objects, 
he, paid a high compliment to the 
Rev. Father Dunne and the officers. 
He wished the brigade every success. 
The members having made their de
clarations and the total abstinence

pledge having been administered, the 
colors, which are those of the Pope 
bearing the Papal arms, were sol
emnly blessed.

AGRICULTURE. — The Board of 
Agriculture has determined to give 
practical demonstrations in» fruit
growing to Irish agriculturists. It is 
intended, as a commencement, to es
tablish a model farm in the County 
Meath. Four plots of a rood each 
will be laid out in strawberries, and 
other marketable fruits will also re
ceive due attention. Farmers in the 
neighborhood will be at liberty to 
visit the farm and make themselves 
acquainted with all the details of 
the culture, besides acquiring inform
ation as to the best varieties and 
other necessary particulars.

NATIONAL SYNOD. — Referring 
to this grand gathering, the "Irish 
News” remarks :—The thoughts of 
Catholic Irishmen will turn instinct
ively to the great National Synod 
which is now being held within the 
walls of the ecclesiastical college of 
Maynooth. A quarter of a century 
has passed since the last solemn 
Council of the Irish Church, and we 
may be certain that questions of mo
ment affecting the moral and spiritual 
welfare of our people will be under 
the consideration of the august as
sembly. Every devout Catholic will 
pray that the Divine light and bless
ing may descend upon and direct its 
deliberations.

ABOUT BOYCOTTING. — The 
Most Rev. Dr. Clancy, Bishop of El- 
phin, has been giving some timeous 
counsel to his flock in respect of the 
growing tendency to glorify boycot
ting and to disregard religious pre
cepts observable in some localities at 
the present time, says an Irish ex
change. One of the most fruitful 
sources of the evil, His Lordship 

, points out, is the reading of novels 
and magazines wherein vice is often 
painted as something to be admired, 
and also the teachings of some news
paper politicians, in which uncharit
ableness and vituperation are the 
prevailing features.

KEEP PEOPLE AT HOME. — Mr, 
t John Fitzgibbon, M.C.C., presided at 
% U ,1-atXv-uded -meeting of the JSoutie 

Roscommon Executive U.L.L., re
cently. The following resolution was 
adopted :—"That this meeting of 
delegates of the several branches of 
the U.I.L., above named, desires to- 
express its opinion that the conti
nued tide of emigration from our 
country is deplorable, and should be 
checked as far as possible by every 
Nationalist at home and abroad; and 
that we consider the best means of 
keeping our people at home is to 
plant them on the holdings of from 
twenty acres upwards, from which 
their ancestors were formerly evict
ed: and to bring about this condition 
of things we call upon the holders of 
grazing lands, held under the eleven 
and twelve months' systems, to sur
render same in order that those 
lands be left idle until they are pur
chased by the Congested Districts 
Board and equitably divided amongst 
the people.”

LORD RUSSELL— Ifi Ne wry, tl.e 
birth place of the late Lord Russell 
of Killowen, a movement has been 
inaugurated having for its aim the 
erection of a suitable monument to 
his memory. The undertaking is re
ceiving the support of all classes.

STORY OF A. CONVERSION.

The new church of St. Bernard, at 
Wabash, Ind., will be solemnly dedi
cated on Sunday, September 16, the 
feast of the Seven Dolors. The V. 
Rev. Administrator, Father Guend- 
ling, will officiate, and the sermon 
will be delivered by Rev. D. A. 
Clarke, of Holy Family Church, Col
umbus, 0.

A few years ago in a little village 
in the diocese of Columbus, the Cath
olic members of the little mission 
church were frequently annoyed by 
the sarca&tic remarks of a young 
man in the neighborhood who tun- 
used himself by laughing at the Cath
olic ceremonies, and what he termed 
the "monkey-shines” of the priest at 
the altar. On the occasion of • the 
dedication of the little church, the 
young man was present, out of mere 
curiosity. Bishop Watterson officiat
ed and preached with his usual unc
tion and eloquence a sermon on the 
"Real Presence.” This made quite an 
impression on the scoffing young 
man, and when shortly after this he 
met the pastor of the church on the 
train, he took in good part the re
buke which the priest gave him with 
reference to his derisive remarks 
about the ceremonies. He admitted 
to the priest that he knew nothing 
of the meaning of the Church cero-

and
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fession then. This meeting led to a 
more intimate acquaintance, and 
much study and less bigotry on the 
part of the young man.

About this time the priest, owing 
to ill health, was obliged to leave 
Columbus, where he had a charge in 
-addition to the country mission, and 
thus lost sight of his young friend 
for several months. Shortly after his 
return he observed him at Mass one 
morning, and in the interview which 
followed the priest learned with 
pleasure that the young man was 
ready for baptism. He also informed 
his clerical friend that he wished to 
become a priest; but the priest 
laughingly told him he had better 
wait until he was a Catholic.

However, after being received into 
the Church, his desire was still strong 
and in due coursé of time he was 
adopted as a seminarian by the 
Bishop of Ft. Wayne. He made his 
theological studies at St. Charles 
Seminary, in Maryland, St. Viateur’s 
Ill., and at Mt. St. Mary’s, Cincin
nati, at which latter place he w - 
ordained about live years ago. Up 
the occasion of his ordination, 
clerical friend, and the old gi 
man who had been his sponsor 
baptism, were present, and were t 
first to receive his bleesing.

To-day a ham 
school1 are monu

young


