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The New Agricyltura} Societies Act.

As the dates for the ennuyg meetings of
Agricultural and Horticulturg) Societies
hand, our readers will doubtless be inte
ing something of the laws that w,
dure of these organizations.
force on February 1st, 1907,
ings of these organizations wi|] be held on the dates
tixed under the old act, viz., Horticultural ang Town-
ship societies on January 9th, and District societies on
January 16th, and the usual two weeks’ notice must
be given in local newspapers, together with bills posted
in places of common resort.

In future societies will be known
“‘District’’ and “Township,”” put every society in
Province will be placed on the same
the receipt of its Government grant

Ontario
are mear at
rested in learp-
ill govern the proce-
The new laws come into
but the next annual meet-

no longer as

the
basis in regard to
» and will receive
its expenditure for agri-

cultural purposes during the past three years, as shown

by their sworn annual statement to the Department of
Agriculture. A definition of what may be considered
‘‘Expenditure for Agricultural Purposes’’ is given in the
act. Societies will be known by the name and place
where they held their last annual exhibition, unless
they prefer some other; then the New name must be
determined by the members thereof, and approved by
the Minfister of Agriculture. Under the new law it
will not be permissible for horticultural societies to
offer prizes for competition at exhibitions held under
the auspices of agricultural societies. These last-
named organizations, however, may use their own
funds for the offering of prizes for horticultural ex-
hibits. Hereafter no prizes can be offered for grade
male stock. Spring stallion and cattle shows shall re-
ceive a special grant equal to one-half the sum ex-
pended, but such sum shall not exceed $50.  Where
seed fairs are held the maximum grant shall be $35.
Societies investing in horses, cattle, sheep and hogs,
for the improvement of stock, will receive a grant
ranging from $50 downward for each registered male
animal in these classes. No society shall be entitled
to receive a grant exceeding $800. Under the new
act restrictions in regard to the conducting of games
of chance have been made more stringent. The annual
meetings to be held in January of district, township
and horticultural societies, which for the last time will
be convened under the old act, will be the most im-
portant ones in the history of these organizations. All
who are interested in making of primal importance the
educational features of these societies, and in improv-
ing the quality and quantity of the products of farm,
factory and garden, should attend these meetings on
January 9th and 16th.

Copies of the new act governing agricultural soci-
eties may be had on application to Mr. J. Lockie Wil-
son, Superintendent of Agricultural and Horticultural
Societies, Parliament Buildings, Toronto.

Birmingham Fat-stock Show.

At the Birmingham (England) Fat-stock Show, held
the first week in December, the grand championship and
the President’s cup for the best cattle beast in the
show was awarded the King's pure-bred two-year-old

steer, sired by Royal Duke; age, 2 years} 6%
months ; weight, 2,028 Ibs.; daily gain from birth,
1.88 1bs. The reserve number was Mr. R. W. Hudson’s

eross-bred heifer, Danesfield Honey Bee (Aberdeen-Angus
and Dexter), whose weight at 1,067 days was 1,774
Ibs.; daMy gain, 1.66 Ibs.

The best Hereford was W. H. Cooke’s two-year-old

steer; weight at 1,013 days, 1,820 lbs.; daily gain, tle::
steer,

Ibs. The best two-year-old Aberdeen-Angus .
Capt. Tounshend’s, at 983 days weighed 1,941 Ibs.;
daily gain, 1.97 lbs. The best cross-bred steer, two-

vear-old, was Jas. McWilliams’ Aberdeen-Anggs—ShortA
Sorn. weighing at 1,060 days 1,849 lbs.; daily gain,
1.74 1bs.

The special prize, the Cooper cha]l‘enge cup,‘for ttvxe
best pen of mutton sheep. went to Sl‘l" R. P. (Joop;a;s
three yearling wethers, weighing at ?30 days 268 besr;
each; average daily gain, 0.42 lbs. The reserve nux:: 2
was Mr. James Flowers’ Hampshire :wea'rhng ‘weLOer:z,
weighing at 660 days 281 lbs. each; dt_uly gain, .de
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8.62. 1In the Southdowns, 0.31 and 0.57
cross-breds, 0.32 and 0.57 lbs.
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

Nova Scotia Fryit-growers’ Association
Mecting.

At Wolfville, on December 12th, the Nova Scotia
F'ruit-growers’ Association convened for its forty-third
annual meeting. That is certainly a goodly record,
and the present meeting was no exception to the gen-

eral rule of meetings of this association in the prac-
tical value of its sessions. Indeed, practicability
seemed to be the watchword all through.

The first session was given over to a discussion of
orchard management, more particularly from the cul-
tural side of the question. Prof. Macoun gave it as
his experience that fruit from cultivated orchards would
keep longer than that from orochards not cultivated,
giving as his explanation of this that the fruit did not
mature so early in the autumn, and was not, there-
fore, so nearly ripe when picked. This did not agree
with the experience of most Nova Scotia growers
present, who have found that fruit from uncultivated
orchards in this Province is harder and keeps longer.
Indeed, this has been one of the chief excuses of the
‘“sod culturists.”” Prof. Macoun also urged the im-
portance of aerating the soil. - He believed that this
was far more important than many—in fact, most—
growers realize. Get air into the soil by cultivating,
subsoiling, tile draining—any or all of these methods.
Soils which are inclined to be damp, or which are
allowed to stand year after year in ‘‘couch’’ sod will
undoubtedly suffer from lack of oxygen about the roots;
for this gas is just as necessary for the activity of
root growth as it is for the life of animals. Discus-
sion of this point brought out the fact that there were
several orchards in the immediate locality which had,
beyond doubt, suffered from this very cause. Prof.
Macoun advised strongly against late culture in
orchards, and especially with such varieties as the
Gravensteins, which tend to rank growth; and he ad-
vised the planting of this variety on the driest land in
the orchard, which met with most decided approval of
the meeting. This splendid variety which has, per-
haps, done more than any other one sort to make a
name for Nova Scotia apples, has of late been coming
into disfavor, because of its tendency to suffer from
collar-rot and kindred troubles. But in the opinion
of those who discussed the matter, if it were grown as
suggested above, on dry land and not over-cultivated,
there need be little trouble. Indeed, Mr. S. C. Parker,
the Secretary of the Association, gave it as his opinion
that practically no trees had been lost where the soil
in the orchard had been given what might be termed
up-to-date culture; that is, good cultivation up to July
1st, and then seeding to a cover crop. This brought
on a discussion of cover crops, and several present

spoke very highly of summer vetch as being a crop
which will grow well in most soils, yields a larger
amount of humus when plowed in, enriches the soil

with nitrogen, and does not cost nearly so much as
the winter vetch. The writer believes this and crimson
clover to be the best two plants for this purpose in
Nova Scotia.

Spraying was given an entire afternoon session, and
though one might at first be inclined to say, ‘' Can
any new thing be said on the subject,”’ yet before the
afternoon was over all admitted that we don't know
it all yet. The discussion took the form of an ‘‘ ex-
perience meeting,”” and a great many of those present
gave their personal opinions and experiences on the
various points. The Vermorel nozzel was by far the
most popular, giving a - finer spray and saving in
Bordeaux. Mr. F. W. Foster, of Kingston, stated that
with the old Bordeaux nozzle it took 14 casks to spray
a block of 83 large Gravenstein trees, while with a
Vermorel he could do the same work, and do it better,
with one cask. As to the number of nozzles desirable
in a cluster, opinions differed, but no one went higher
than three, and some would cut it down to a single
nozzle. In all cases those who spoke on the subject
said they had reduced the number over what they
formerly used, the reasons given being economy in put-
ting on the spray and keeping up the pressure.

Mr. Burpee Bishop, of Greenwich, gave son?e very

interesting experience with a hand pump in testing the
pressure. He had a Spramotor No. 2, and had a
pressure gauge put on so he could “know whut'he was
doing.”” He found that a good man could efxslly gen-
erate a pressure of 120 lbs. at the end of his stroke,
but that by the time he had raised the handle and was
ready for the next stroke the pressure h@d gone down
to 80 lbs.; that is, there was a fluctuation of 40 lbs.
between his highest and lowest pressure. lHe then got
an auxiliary air chamber and attached to h.li pump, and
reduced the variation to 20 1lbs. Later in talkn.ng t'o
a pump man he was told that if he had ﬁlleq th air
chamber under high pressure before he put m'hls liquid
he might probably have reduced the fluctuation to 1.0
Ibs. Mr. Bishop thought the pressure gauge a prac-
tical benefit in keeping up the interest of the man at
end of the handle.
The value of the small quarter-inch hose was strong-
ly urged by several speakers over the ordinary half-
1%wh hose usually used on spray pumps. Mr. W. M.
Black., of Wolfville, wore out four sets of half-inch hose
on his power-sprayer in one season. l{e'then got ‘a
set of quarter-inch hose, such as is used in hydraulic
work, capable of standing a pressure of 500 lbs., and
these he had used for two sea,sons.. and they were all
right yet. While this costs a little ext'ra, it morfe
than pays in the long run, as eompared with the half-
inch, or even the ordinary quarter-inch.
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Mr. Black also advised drying out hose carefully a¢
the end of the season, and storing where it will not

get very cold, as it deteriorates much faster if exposed
to severe cold.

Prof. Haycock, speaking of adulterated copper sul-
phate, gave the analysis of a sample which was sold
last year in one of the chief orchard sections of the
Province. It contained only 16% of copper sulphate,
the balance being iron sulphate, which has little value
as a fungicide. He gave a very simple test for Purity
of copper sulphate. Heat the sample. If it is pure
it will turn white, and if put in water will dissolve.
If it contains iron sulphate this will turnp reddish on
heating, and then will not dissolve.

The question of Paris green vs.
discussed at some length. Dr. Wletcher advised against
the latter. He thought its color was against it, as it
was likely to be mistaken for

arsenate of lead was

the results in their orchards.
Dr. Fletcher then gave a spirited address on insecta
insecticides, ridiculing the idea that the Tussock
moth, or any other insect, was going to prove a seri-
ous obstacle to the fruit-growers of Nova Scotia. 1t
they would spray intelligently, knowing what they were
trying to fight, they would: be all right.

The question of packing apples and the Fruit Marks
Act brought out an animated discussion. Several
speakers favored the Publishing of all the names of
those fined by the inspectors. This was objected to,
on the ground that they were not any greater sinmers
than others, but merely ‘‘ happened to get caught.’”
Then this last idea was combated, by saying that we
do not wait to catch all thieves before giving publicity
to those caught, and the same rule should be applied
to those who pack’ fraudulently and so injure their
neighbors.

Inspector Vroom gave some very practical sugges-
tions on packing. He said that growers should got
rid of the idea that they must have a certain per cenmt.
of No. 2's. A No. 2 apple was a certain definite
thing, and a No. 1 apple was another definite thing,
and the question of the percentage of each would vary
with the season, and with the grower. He would face
with average apples, not the largest nor the smallest
in the barrel. He believed in good facing, well done,
to make the barrel attrgctive. Asked if it was allow-
able to brand apples ‘“‘No. 1 spotted’’ when'they were
of good size and color but spotted, he said ‘' No.”
He thought more attention should be given to our
local markets, which annually consume from 60,000 te
80,000 barrels of apples. Asked to define ‘‘material
waste,”’ which appears in the definition for a No. 9
apple, Mr. Vroom said he would consider it any blem-
ish, as a worm hole or erack, which caused one to cut
more deeply in peeling the apple.

Several other important matters were discussed,
which the length of this report forbids reporting at
length. It was voted that the Executive co-operate
with the Ontario F.-G. A. in an attempt to get ex-
press rates more reasonable. A strong resolution was
passed, urging upon both the Dominion and Local Gov-
ernments the need of an experimental fruit station im
the Annapolis Valley, and that at once. If the Do-
minion Government will not undertake this, then the
Provincial should.

The election of officers resulted im most of the im-
cumbents of last year being re-elected. The stafl is as
follows : President, John Donaldson, Port Williams ;
Vice-President, G. C. Miller, Middleton : Secretary, S
C. Parker, Berwick ; Asst. Secretary, J. Howe
Cambridge ; Treasurer, Geo. Munro, Wolfville. Execu-
tive—A. C. Starr. Starr’s Point; E. E. Archibald,
Wolfville ;: Col. Spurr, Melvern Sq.; P. Innes, OCold-
brook ; R. S. Eaton, Kentville.
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Farrowing Contest—License and Liens—
Teachers’ Salaries.

lditor ‘“ The Farmer’'s Advocate '’ :

In reading your valuable paper I have moticed at
different times reports of the sow-farrowing contest,
which are good. The females of such litters should be
kept for breeding purposes, especially if well bred. I
have a pure-bred Berkshire sow that farrowed thirty-
eight migs in three litters. I have sold the sows from
a litter of fifteen spring pigs. I sold eight hogs at
six months and eleven days old that averaged 211% Ibs.
They were from a Tamworth sow, crossed with a
Berkshire hog. I believe this cross to be one of the
best.

I have also been reading different articles on stal-
license and lien act. My opinion of the Lien Act
s that it will cause a great deal of trouble, and will
not be satisfactory even to the stalliom owner, and
much less to the farmers. As for the Government in-
spection and licensing of gtallions, 1 de not think it is
at all called for, and should be looked upon by the
farmers as a piece of imposition. 1 would like to see
the commissioner that could choose a stallion suitable
to cross on all mares in a section, evem a small sec-
tion. Our mares are not near enough of the same
We must have our choice, .and from as many as
we can possibly see. Every farmer should study his
own necds, and I believe they do in Elgin, as horses
sell well, bringing $200 each and upwards, some selling
for $1,000 and more. The last one I raised and seld

lion

class.




