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May 16, 1918

THE FARMER'’s ADVOCATE

Automobiles, Farm Machinery and Farm Motors.

War Preparation.

\When the terrible struggle in Europe started a great
many failed to realize that those at home had as much
real war work as those actually overseas. The man who
is fighting in the trench, often hand-to-hand with the
Hun, is, of course, carrying the greatest responsibility ;
but the man at home must so study and labor that he
can release the highest percentage of man-power and
material to aid the Allies in doing their work. He is thus
not only going to render a service to Canada but is
going to increase his own personal efficiency, and in
every way will find himself better equipped, physicall,
and mentally to carry on his life work.

Prior to the summer of 1914 automobile manu-
facturers and garages found no trouble at all procuring
all the labor required, but the demands of the mechanical
forces at the front are rendering it increasingly difficult
to secure skilled help at home. This has resulted in
what is known as the dilution of skilled labor, in other
words it has become neccessary to make the
experts in all automobile business confine themselves
to the direction of the work of others less competent
in_order that the largest possible out-put may be oh-
tained.

You can help to release men of mechanical genius
by taking upon vourself all the little jobs in connection
with vour car that you have been accustomed to pay
the garage for. There is no reason why farmers should

find it necessary to come to garages except in very few
instances. If you can make up your mind to master the
details of your automobile you will find that the know-
ledge attained in this effort will not only save you a
great deal of money, but will also fit you to take care
of all the other machinery in use upon the farm. It is
safe to say that if the agriculturist of Canada would
only help to perform the minor operations in the main-
tenance of automobiles that at least 25 per cent. of the
men in the Canadian garages could be released for other
work.

Should our appeal interest you, it will become neces-
sary to provide some place on the farm where real
mechanical work can be successfully carried on. You
will first require a benceh, so located that there is plenty
of light thrown all over it, and a foundation strong
enough to prevent vibration. There are no fixed rules
for the building of a bench, for what would be comfort-
able for one would not suit another. The bench must
be a little lower that the elbows of those who are going
to use at, and there should be sufficient width to ac-
commodate the largest part of yvour motor car. The
length of the beneh depends entirely upon the size of the
jobs vou anticipate carrying out. Do not use soft wood
because it is lable to shrink. The legs should be well
braced in order that any tugging or pulling can be
safely done. You should see that the bench is absolutely
level. Clese to the windows at the side or in front it is
well to have all your tools hanging up in clear view in
order that the greatest amount of time may be saved
in their sclection and use. It is folly to keep them in a
box or bag because they scon become damaged or lost
It vou have a definite place they are certain to alwayvs
be in order I'’he most important instrument at vour
work-bheneh will be the vise. See that vou get a good one.
I'he jaws uniformly ]

and be about 3
or :;'3 inches wide.

should c¢lose

W\ e have now told vou how to make a start in assum
my the mechanical responsibility of your car. \When vou

bought the ma hine vou were

When any

i ot Tll‘]llhlil‘tl with elaborate
ok ol » difhiculty comes up go to

1ithout delay at vour benceh, alwavs remembering
rhlul CVery time you are successful vou will save the
time ol the workmen at vour nearest garage and thus
add to the available mechanical resources for the fight-
g front, Furthermore vou are i
with yvour money whic h should be
mportance.
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Prefers Horse Power to Tractor.
EDITOR “ THE F ARMER'S ADpvocaTE"”

After reading the article on
of the Tractor on the Farm,”
the writer were a farmer or
a farmer and used a
farm in the

“War-time Importance
it set me wondering if
a tractor agent. If he were
tractor, | venture to say he didn't
general way, in this part of the Province.
And, as regards an increase in food production, I fear
the more tractors that were put into use the less, in-
stead of more, would be the production, to say nothing
ol the financial burden it would place upon the farmer.
If tractors are an essential for agriculture, why are the:
ot proving their worth in the Western i‘r«winrvé,
where conditions are a hundred per cent. more favorable
than here and where the main object is to sow the crop
and take it off and haul it to elevators? It is true that
there are quite a number of tractors in the West, but
are they giving absolute satisfaction? If they are, how
15 1t that so many horses are being shipped there for
agricultural purposes? Is it because they cannot build
tractors tosupply the demand, or is it because the horse
1S a more reliable and satisfactory source of power than
the tractor> I have had no experience with tractors,
so I will leave that question to answer itself.

As it has been proven in the West, by giving the
tractor a fair trial, that horses are indispensable to
quite an extent at least, how can the farmer in the
Eastern Provinces afford to spend $2,000 on a tractor
this being just the purchase price—and buy gasoline
at the prevailing prices when he has to keep one team
of horses at least on every one hundred acres?> Your
correspondent says there are not enough horses to meet
the power requirements. | would like to say that
there are more horses in this part of the Dominion
than there is work on the farms for them to do, as
motor-trucks and auto deliveries have almost entirely
taken the place of the horse in the towns and cities and
the farmer has horses for which there is no market, and
if he buys a tractor and figures on disposing of his sur-
plus horses, what is he going to do with them? It would
be a shame to turn them out to starve, or try to fatten
them, as their meat is not desirable for human con
sumption.

The fact that the farmer can run the tractor day
and night has been emphasized; he could, if he could
get a man just in the rush season, but then the only
time that would be any advantage would be in seed-
ing time and plowing in the fall, for one cannot draw
hay in at night, neither can grain be cut or hauled in
when the dew is on.  The farmer could put in a very
large crop with his tractor, and he could also do a lot ot
plowing, but the average farmer is wise enough to sow
only as much as he can profitably harvest. This also
15 one reason he does not require such a great acreage
plowed.  Besides,” he would have to make a great
many changes in his implements in order to attach them
to his tractor, and if he wanted to hitch his team to

them he would only have them to change back again
and this would entail a great deal of time that he had
ganed by the use of his tractor. If a break occurs
with the tractor, which necessitates the sending away
to the manufacturer for repairs, there is nothing to
depend upon but the remaining horses to keep the ball
rolling, regardless of how much work there 1s to do or
how long it takes to make the repair, to say nothing
about what a break in his machine might cost him.
Fhe tractor, like all other machines, 1s bound to have
breaks sooner or later, and inexperienced operators do
not make these occurrences any less.
On the other hand, we have the farmer who does not
depend on motor power. He has horses to do his
necessary work, he knows what they will do and he is
taking no chances on any experiment.  On most farms
It requires one good team of horses for the heaviest of
the work, and a certain _amount of teaming which 1s
necessary with farm work, and most people desire a
driving horse or a general-purpose horse to do the
driving. Al that is needed now is another horse to
make up two teams. This fourth horse might be a
brood mare or a colt; cither would do to make up the
second team for the seeding or fall plowing for a farm
of 100 to 150 acres, and farms under 100 acres do not
require the second team unless there is an extra amount
of the farm in crop. At this rate of figuring the tractor
only reduces the number of horses required on the large
farm and does not reduce on the smaller one. It might
be true that a tractor would do more with just one man
to operate it, but would it pay the farmer to make
such a heavy investment which would make so little
difference? I do not see how it would pay for any more
than the gasoline it burned, let alone pay for itself,
and, in regard to an increase in production, if the dif-
ference would ever be noticed at all it would not be a
very large increase to say the most. As far as seeding
and fall plowing are concerned, it is not that which
is hampering production, as a boy can drive a team,
or even a girl can handle a team that is not too spirited,
and the farmer can get the crop in all right. The
difaculty is to harvest the crops which take so much
hard labor. And as far as belt power is concerned,
threshing is done by large outfits which give best re-
sults, and grinding 1s a thing the farmer is not in the
habit of doing himself. Anything lighter may be done
by a small gasoline engine, which costs about one-
tenth as much money and will give as satisfactory re-
sults.
After taking cverything into consideration, and at
a time when agricultural products are so badly needed
1t would be absolutely foolish to advocate the use of a
tractor on every farm when they have not been in use
in the past and the average farmer is not the least bit
acquainted with their general results. It would mean
a great change in the present method of farming
NMiddlesex Co., Ontario. A READER

Engine Knocks.

[ have an cight horse-power engine, kerosene burner,
which runs smooth on gas, but knocks on oil.  What is
the cause? . R.W

Ans. —Your engine is running too cold or else the
kerosene and air are not sufficiently heated before enter-
ing the engine.  See article in “The Farmer's Advo-
cate” of April 4th issue on “*Adapting Gasoline Engines
to Burn Kerosene.” W. H. D.

Canada’s Young Farmers and Future Leaders.

Chronic Kickers.

Some tolks are never satisfied: the weather doesn't

suit, at s either too cold or too hot, too wet or too
dry. The o rops are not what they should be, or else they
are so heavy that it is feared they will be hard on the

land ['he bovs stay out too late at night, or they go to
bed w0 carly " that they are dubbed *‘sleepy-heads.

and 1t
will
tend to brighten evervone we meet.
too voung to cultivate the habit of being pleasant and
looking for the bright side
be easy at times to do this, but it should be remembered
that “every cloud has a silver lining.” \When thoroughlyv
discouraged, and evervthing 1s going wrong, trv to think

much the better habit to form. It
a good effect on oneself but will
One cannot start

1s certamly

not ull,\ have

of everything. It mav not

Fhe <crmons are too orthhdox or the preacher has too
many: new-tangled ideas about religion.  The teacher
overworks  the pupils, or else wastes their time with
things which have no relation to the farm or life. Such
¢ personas termed a ‘‘grouch”, or a “‘chronic kicker”,
and s certainly not pleasant to meet or associate with.
It is tortunate there are but comparatively few such
people in the world. It 1s the booster who keeps things
looking up and makes social, economic and religious
matters run smoothly. He has the fac ulty of saving the
eht thing at the right time, and of advancing con
Structive nstead of destructive ideas.  His very ox

pression s full of optimism. It seems to come natural
L0 B people to look on the bright side of things, but
With the mest of us it requires tramning.  If we only
”""_”U’ so, 1t 1s just as easy to look and be pleasint
. 1o wear a long face and ‘“‘grouch”. These two
Clhirdcteristics grow on a person, and one should b:
ca Lin vouth to get the right viewpoint. The fellow
Wl always finding fault sometimes does so uncon

. By looking on the dark side for so long it has
b vine chabit, and habit once formed cannot be |

j T One must frequently: check himself up whet

1t

things going a little wrong, and remember that
it man worth while is the man with a smile when o
'es dead wrong.” Looking on the bright side n

e ¢ habit the same as looking on the dark sid:

of how much worse 1t might have been and possibly
vou will find that vou have many blessings.  The chroni
kicker does not become such in a dav, nor in a month,
but his unpleasant disposition is the result of having the
wrong viewpoint of lif number of years. [f
il|| “lhni to l«ml\ on !!i: .I 1rk \h]l‘, l]]l‘(k \uul\-’“ |n~!lue~

over a

1t becomes a ha

Pure-bred Stock.

I'here 1s somcething about pure-bred stock which
duces a person to take a httle more interest in the
chores th l?.‘. if anmimals of nondes ript breeding are "‘"I’t-
It 1s regrettable tl more registered animals are not

| on our farms. Some will sav that it costs too much

can make as much money

out « the (1 rdes Both of thest suppositions ma be
i ¢ o \We have scen stables fAlled with
| \ re untform conformation and of

'\‘ or I\D ) n bred herds I'hev are the
SR ‘ \ | W the result of ;!m!mg up
1 1t he < d sires I'he registered animal
Drses | ) ced 1o bring it to maturity
i does ol Lut tl price which 1t will bring s
h ereater, as will be ~-on by following the auction
I'rue tre. purce-bred anmmals which are

s <o T I conformation are concerned,

showing that individuality of the animal must be taken
into consideration as well as the breeding. There is a
demand for good breeding stock and the prospects are
that it will continue for some time. [t is not necessary
nor is it advisable, to purchase a whole herd of pure
breds. It is preferable to buy one or two choice females
ot lancy breeding and grow into the pure-bred stock
business rather than go into it,  With a young man
starting for himself, we believe this to be a good policy
for him to follow, and in ten or twelve yvears he will have
a fur sized herd at but small expense. It is surprising
how fast the herd multiplies. There is one mistake, how-
ever, and that is of securing a pure-bred animal without
paving suffi-iont attention to its breeding and type. A
person would be farther ahead in the end, by a good bit,
to pay $400 or $300 or cven more for a good femle,
than to pay half this price and get but a common one in
both breeding and individuality. There are herds in this
country where practically every amimal traces to one
or two foundation cows.  Thus, in starting a herd one
should be very careful about the quality of the animals
secured

Outside of mercenary end of the business, there
lot more working with
which you know vou need not be ashamed of in the show
ring than with those whose ancestors are not rer
are not a credit to the farm

the
satisfaction In

IS

animals

1wwnel,

and whose progeny It does

cost a good deal of money to secure animals which are
bred in the purple, but in the end it usually payvs. Aim
at having all the stock on the place registered. It may
take several vears to accomphish this, but unless a
person aims  high or has a goal to reach, he does not
succeed. When  laving  the foundation for a herd or
flock, 1t will payv to secure the very best individuals

which mayv be bought.
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