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'THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE

of Warning to Maritime
Farmers.

That farmers will do well to make preparations this
fall for an increased acreage of hoed crop in Nova
Scotia for 1917 ' is the advice being given by Prof,
M. Cumming, Principal of the Nova Scotia Agricultural
College. - Fear is expressed that the dryness of the
early fall season may militate against next year's yield
and roots or silage crops should be produced
quantities than usnal to provide a liberal
roughage. During « the fall seasons of
1915 there was a heavy precipitation and
crops which resulted in the two
were good. indeed. This season, up to the

time of writing, the rainfall has been very light, and if
these conditions prevail it is to be feared that the
hay crop for 1917 will not become well established.
Farmers, who can, will do well to make provisions
for a larger acreage of hoed crops such as turnips,
mangels, etc., and silage crops such as corn or the
oats-péa-vetch mixture. Such a move is not made
any easier by the fact that, at time of writing, the
land is so dry that sod plowing is almost impossible.
Fortunately, however, all other kinds of farm work
can be brought up to the mark. So there should be
more time for plowing when the land becomes moist
enough to make plowing possible. .. Those who produce
plenty of these succulent feeds will not be obliged to
make such heavy inroads into their mows of hay next
fall which, if ‘the dry weather prevails, threaten to
be smaller than has been the case this ‘year and last.
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largely to ascertain the feeding value of corn sown so
thickly that it would scarcel
corn planted jn
we were led to believe that the thick-sown
grew a little heavier yield per acre than th
corn at Weldwood. We had previousl
experiment carried on in one of the colleges
States, results of which showed the thick-sown. corn
to be as good feed as that whic
vided it had sufficient time to
were careful that our thick
the same number of da
alongside it, both bein
on September 28. Th
from the field and a |
showed that the thick-
feeding value with that

half of a sixteen-acre field was drill or thick-sown, the
remainder being hill-planted, so that the test was carried
out on a fairly large scale. We may say here that
wé had six acres more corn in another field, planted
~fater, and while actual weights were  not taken in this
last piece a strip of thick-sown, to all appearances,
out-yielded-the bulk of the field, which was hill-planted.

To get back to the big field. Nozither the hill-
planted nor the drill-sown corn was hoed, but it was
thoroughly cultivated with a two-horse cultivator
very frequently throughout the summer. The field
was kept clean and the soil mellow. It is not likely
that the thick-sown corn would stand poor cultivation
as well as would hill-planted, particularly in a year
like this has been. _Cultivation saved the crop of both
the hill-planted and the drill-sown, but we would
emphasize thorough cultivation where anyone tries
thick sowing. The land, as previously stated, is a
rather heavy clay-loam with a hard sub-sojl. Ap-
parently it is fairly good corn land. It was manured
during the winter at the rate of about twelve geod
loads per acre.

The variety of corn used to make the test was Bailey,
and we may say that this variety is proving a good
cropper on the land described. We hold no brief for
either method; it isa matter of the best way to get feod
enough for a large herd of cattle. The corn growinzx
under both methods got, in so far as possible, the same
treatment.

When it came time to measure and weigh we de-
cided to go more thoroughly into it than had heen done
in 1915.  The corn binder had been started and a
road was cut between the thick-sown and hill-planted.
We decided that six weighings should be made from
each, these to be taken at intervals across the forty-rod
field. The length of each strip cut from a row for a
weighing was 1014 feet. This took in exactly three
hills of the hill-planted and made it easier to balance
one up against the other. Besides weighing, the
number of stalks were counted in each of the six weighings
taken from each method, so that we were able to get
a comparison of the number of stalks growingon anacre.
We went one further and made twenty-four measure-
ments of height and averaged them, in‘order to get the
average height of the corn growing under each method.
From the figures obtained we were able to show the
average yield of each per acre, as well as other in-
interesting data in regard to the two crops, which are
prominently brought out in the accompanying table.

Table Showing Comparison of Hill-Planted and Drill-Sown Corn.
Hill-Planted Corn—(Rows 3 ft. apart—Hills

N Average Average
No of Distance height No. of stalks
measurements (13 measure- (1014 ft.)
ments)
6 1024 ft. 7ft. 7 ins. 17.16

Drill-Sown Corn—(Rows

) Average Average
No. of Distance height No. of stalks
measurements (11 measure- {1015 ft.)
ments)
6 1014 ft. 7ft.1in 27.16

The foregoing table shows, at a glance,
The average height of the
- corn from thirteen measurements, 1n
which the short, the tall and the medium were taken in,

7 The average height of the drill.
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extent of an acre this would show the a
of stalks on an acre of the hill-planted to
on an acre of the drill-sown, 37,558,
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pounds.
to an average weight per acre of 9.58 tons ip the h
planted corn and 11.24 tons in the thick-sown o
This is a difference in favor of the thick-sown of ‘ex-
actly 3,320 pounds, or 1.66 tons per acre,

fair and representative of the field. Two of the editors
of this paper, accompanied by a representative of the:
Ontario Department of Agriculture, made the weights
and measurements.
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¢ best fields of corn seéen in Western Ontario this
year. .3
t‘he [Yominion Experimental Farms, and the Dominion
Seed Branch, all pronounced the

Representatives of the Agricultural College,

crop a good one for

'n cor ot any vear, and particularly good for a season such as
sown corn from eleven measurements, taking in short, this . g been. Professor E. S. Archibald, of the Central
tall and medium, ts 7 feet 1 inch. In length, then, Expei nental Farm, in looking it over was not convinced
taking an average of the field, the hill-planted corn that fifty Doundspcn’*acre was the happy medium between
bm( the (]r.]”*:xl?\\'”A by about six inches. the Oldvsysrem of hill-planting and a system of drill

it n“"l\ ‘nteresting to compare the average number sowing. At Ottawa the corn is sown in d}ills, but only
of stalks on 1675 feet of row. In the hill-planted, the at the rate of about thirty pounds per acre, and Pro-
bl:lty]l x\”tl tl‘g six ';m-'nmunm\.ts gave 17.16 stalks. The  fessor Archibald still thought that that rate of seeding
a e imber o S
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might produce a heavier crop than the fifty-pound




