The Grain
““ OW much grain does a Jaying

H hen eat in Ma pullet year?”
nquires a Dundas county wo-
- "“We keep no track of the grain’
cozsumed by our bredtolay Ply-
mouth Rooks, We just go to the
granary or feed bags and help our
selves. Grain is so high In price this
year that my husband is objecting, Hy
Bays there is no money In it and he
wants the flock reduced or done away
Wwith. Wa In the house have a special
interest In the poultry, as the egg
money is ours. Now, how can we
figure out their cost?”

In his bulletin o “Farm Poultry,”
Prof. Graham, at Guelph, states that
birds of the American breeds such as
Barred Rooks, Wyandottes, ete., will
®at 80 to 90 Ibs. of grain, including the
grain in the dry mash, during their
pullet year. Leghorns and other light
breeds will consume 16 to 20 per cent,
less. Grain this year will probably
average about three cents a pound;
oats and meal a little less and wheat
and corn a little more. The ecst of
feeding the birds for a year would ve
therefore about $2.40. It this Dundas
woman's pullets lay a good proportion
of egge this winter, as they should,
the average price for the year should
be at least 40 cents a dozen. Sup-
pose her flock averaged 10 dozen eggs
¢ach. This would be a low yleld for a
Rood commercial flock, but probabdly
high for on averaze farm flock. Ten
dozen egzs are worth four dollars. Al-
low 40 cts. for labor, 20 cts, for gresn
foed, charcoal, oyster shell and oc-
casional deaths and we have net profit
of one dollar per fowl,

This Is a conservative estimate and
if the birds are well eared for, more
than one dollar should be easily
realized. The selling value of the
fowl néxt fall will more than pay for
the cost of rearing them up to the
laving age, At least this Is our opin-
fon. Farm and Dajey readers who
have kent accounts with farm sized
flocks, may be able to give fuller in-
formation to our Dundas county

friend
l heavy hen, that died suddenly,

will show considerable fat depos.
ited between the muscular fibres, it
is proof that overfat was the cause of
death. Often many of these fibres
themseives are replaced by fat, which
makes them weak In action and eas-
fly ruptured, and those around the
©RZ passage become weak and flab-
by. If through fright extra strain is
brought upon these muscles, the pas-
#age is readily torn, and the contents
pass into the abdominal cavity, fol-
lowsd by nrlo.nnls and death.

..

Poultry Ideas
F a post-mortem examination of a

Eggeating Is a vice acquired by
fowls when a tempting broken egy
Mes before them. To prevent the
trauble it s neo to keep a
watch of the condition of the hens.
When hens are fat—and also
#hen there s an Insufficient amount
of lime in their food, they are ant to
lay softshelled eges. It s seldom
that hens in a proper condition lay
eews other than strongly-shelled ones.
Hens are often temmted to eat eggs
by havine shells still wet with the
Albumen thrown to them. The best
way to feed exg shells to fowls s to
rst heat the shells in the stove oven

r about an hour, and then crumble

Thave I not much profit In fuss
Ing  with sick fowls. If the early
Symptome of disease are promptly

treatod there need be no fear of
contagion. The flocks should be con.
tinually watehed so that their condi-
tion may be Jaily noted. Trying to
cure roup, or some other contaglous
disease, Is a good way to endanger the
ilves of all the fowls. It is not always
posafble to keep the stook entirely
free from sickness, but by early work
oue is enabled to ward off two-thirds
of the snilments that it seems moultry
are heir to.
. e

The liver of a healthy fowl is of a
uniform chocolate-red color, firm, and
the right lobe larger than the left.
Anything ¢lse indicates some disease,
Whenever a fowl s killed for table
use its liver should be carefully in-
spected, If greyish or yellowish mass-
o8 or tubercles are formed in the liver,
it 18 unfit for food, as the deposits
are a strong proof that the bim is
suffering from tuberculosis

.

Fowls laying Brown or dark brown
oggs as a rule have yellow skin and
orange-yellow legs—while those lay-
ing light colored eggs have whitisk
skin and light (lemon) colored legs. By
selecting the dark eggs to hatch from
and breeding from the yellow-skinned
and yellow-legged birds, the quality of
the dressed poultry will be greatly
{mproved

“ ..

The writer one year made a test, for
profits, between one good famlly cow
and 50 hens, to see whioh would yield
the most profit. The result was, the
cow’'s milk was worth, at market rates,
$144.10, and the poultry account
(which was mainly for eggs sold)
equalled $160.81, It cost $562 to feed
the cow one year, and $50 for the
hens. The value of the manure of
both about equal: DBut the big-
gest item In favor of the hens was
in point of labor, it requiring double
the amount to attend to the cow that
it did to the hens.

..

Leg weakness In ducks is usually
caused by dampness. If the duck 1s
compelled to sleep in a damp house,
she is likely to be attacked with
rheumatism or cramps, for which there
is no eure remedy. Overfeeding will
also do it. Sometimes ducks break
down by persistent attention of heavy
drakes

..

Of all the French breeas, the Hou-
dan seems to be the best for our
changeable climate, They lead In
France In every particular except for
tabje use, in which capacity they are
classed second to only one variety—
the Greve Coeur—but the latter breed
does not thrive well with us. The
Houdans are large, heavy, short-legged
fowls, with small, light bone, a re-
markable absence of offal. They are
of the highest order as table fowls.
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There is no room = the poultry
world for dudes nor dandies. One
day a gentleman, dressed in the lat-
oat style, doffing a high hat and wear-
Ing kid gloves, dropped in to talk
poultry with the writer, The first
fmpression was that our visitor was
4 man of means, or a business man
with a country estate, and wanted to
add a plant to it. But, in.
stead, he explained that he had a few
hundred dollars in cash, and he want.
ed to invest it in the poultry busk
ness. He made it plain that he be
leved the work to be next to nothing,
and that he had carefully figured out
how it was possible‘to realize an in.
comeé of several thousand dollars a
year. But we put a damper on his
andor. We explained that high hats
and kid gloves were not the proper
paraphernalia for poultrymen—that a
man afrall of work would never be
succeasful—that really hard work
was with the b that
there were a wholé lot of stumbling
bl —and 80 on we enumerated,
until, in despair, he gave up the idea,
alr  castles; these false

Oh, these H
dreams. No wonder the faflures.—
M Ko kst pnerns [y LA s
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‘What wili be her source of maintenance

when the wage earner 2o longer provides ?

Stocks, securities and real estate may or

may not be availat's when the time comes
for them to take the place of your earning
power,

No man can rely, with certainty,
such provision being available years

A Mutual policy will provide a fixed

income if desired; xyowil! continue at least
for twenty years and is payable monthly or
yearly, and ot
fluctuation like stocks, securities or real
estate,

the amount is not subject to

Why not put the future protection of

ionr loved ones upon this solid foundation
y means of a policy in the Mutual ?

Write for booklet entitled, ““Ideal Policies."

The Mutual Life

Assurance Company of Canada

Waterloo, Ontario
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No matter how fast it comes, the
most unruly animal can’t break
through a Peerless Perfoction Farm
Fence— it springs back into shape.
Made of heary Open Hearth il
ized wire with the impurities
and toughness




