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presence of Christ in anything makes it a home-
scene 10 the heart,

The valley of Baca is a precious place if Christ
be there. Oh, what a height and depth in the
truth that makes us one with Him ! What an exe
pression of love ! What an expression of light ¢
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THE PATH AND CHARACTER OF THE
CHRISTIAN.
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(1 PETER i, 1-7.)
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The Spirit of God in the Epistles of Peter does
not contemplate the Christian as united to Christ
in heaven, but as running the course through the
trials of this world toward heaven. Both things
are true.' and we need both, W are running
through the wilderness towards it, and at the same
time we can say, through the Spirit, that we are
one with Christ in heaven. It is in the former of
these two ways that the Christian is looked at here.
The inheritance is reserved for him, and then we
have the application of the truth and grace of God
to the condition we are in. It is exceedingly pre.
cious'to know that, no matter what the trials may
be or the difficulties, we are to expect that down
here. It is merelya passage through the trials and
difficulties (which are useful to us after all), and
there is * an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled,”
kept safe in heaven for us ; and, as he adds then,
we are kept for it by the power of God through




