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1 PRINCIPAL FIRES IN CANADA. INVOLVING LOSS 
OF $5,000 AND OVER. SEPTEMBER. 1913.

EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY INSURANCE 
SHOWING IMPROVEMENT.

BRITISH I

That at length an appreciable margin of profit is j 
\ i-il>le as a result of the employers liability bu-nu -- um i r 
trm-acted bv the British companies is the conclu-ion 

to bv the London Post Mayazme, a- a rc-nlt 
,,f i,- annual calculations. The i'H-> figures for the 
tariff companies show for that year earned premia us 
aggregating fg.480.692. Of these premiums, fj.41-’.-

absorbed by claims;
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The figures of the tariff companies for i«giS-ig arc 
;l. followsearned premiums, f10.70g.n9. of which 
• 0K11 g44 or (M.idi ]xt cent, were absorlied by claims. 
£1 442.985 or 13.48 per cent, by commission- and 
£>',44738 or gun per cent, by expenses, leaving a- 
a rc-ult'of five years' working of this branch of m- 

hy the tariff companies a profit of f 101.15g 
equal to 0.9s per cent, of earned premiums.

This i- tiie first time that the figures show any 
appreciable margin of profit suggestive of tin 
mal establishment of a due relationship between ri-k-
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The showing of the non-tariff offices is not so g""d 
as even these modest result-. Their earned pre­
miums last year (excluding the figures of 
,».riant company) were £634.!35-. claims absorbing 
£417.048 or 65.7(1 per cent., commission, *87,031. or 
13.8g )>er cent, and expenses £143.540 or -i2-64 Vvr 
cent giving a loss on the vear of £14.0113 or Ver 
cent! For the five vear»,' K)o8-lg their earned pre­
miums were £3.089,378, of which claims absorbed 
fg.g8g.151, or 73.87 11er cent., commission, £45 
or 14.7(1 i>er cent, ; expenses, £703^1, or gg.70 per 
cent., giving a loss for the five years of f35*.''7o. <>r 
11.44 per cent.

Tariff Offices have Turned the Corner.
It would seem that the Tariff Companies as a 

whole have at last turned the corner and that for 
the pre-ent the business has lieen placed on a self- 
supporting basis, says tile Post Magazine, the 1Kr- 

of this state of affairs depends upon whether 
the average cost of claim settlements has reached jts 
limit, which is unlikely. In this connection the Na­
tional Insurance Act cannot be regarded as exercising 
a helpful influence. There have already been shown 
indications of the probable effect of Section 11 of the 
Act in increasing the expense of settling claims, apart 
from any question of their amount ; and, while it is 
quite within the region of probability that in a few 
\ear»" time another revision of tariff rates will lie 
iiecessarv, the outcome of the business of the "Dices 
..utside the Association represents a heavy price to 
pay for an experience which is still only in the 
making.

Apparently an appreciable part of the improvement 
in the claim experience is clue to the circumstance 
that a higher scale of provision for outstanding claims 
at tiie end of 1911 has prevented so heavy a burden 
in respect of claims lie longing to previous year- liv­
ing thrown on the transactions of 191g. Be that as 
it mav, a business which lia» entailed such enormous 
demands on tiie organisation and resources of those 
who have shouldered a burden the uncertain incidence 
of which would have crippled many an employer calls 
f.ir a 1 letter return for five years application than 

aggregate loss of a quarter of a million sterling 
turnover of nearly 14 millions sterling.
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• Insurance loss

Mr. John Large, general manager of the Norwich 
Union Fire. is at present visiting tin- side 
Atlantic.

* • * *

At tiie annual meeting "f the Montreal insurance 
Bowling league held thi- week, tiie following "ffner- 
were electedHon. patron. Mr. Randall Davidson, 
North British and Mercantile; I'on. president. Mr. 
\\’m. Mackav, Royal; president. II II I rudeau. 
first vice-president. J. O. St. Pierre ; second vice-pre­
sident. A. M. Sowd'on; secretary. J. Burnette; treas­
urer, R. Ranger.an
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