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«( gold, the |ir<Kluct of the Johannesburg mines, wu 
seized while in transit. With an illustration of rob
bery under arms like this before them, it is not -ur- 
prising that many of the mine owners decided to ci ast 
work until the product of their labour would be -ale 
from confiscation, 
denied the sinews of war, and we are now confronted 
with the curious spectacle of these valuable mine- liv
ing worked by the unscrupulous obligarchy which 
calls itself the Executive Government of the S- -nth 
African Republic. The liners are, therefore, well 
supplied with the sinews of war, and, if the gold obtain 
cd fr -in the Witswatersrainl mines could he applied 
to the purchase of men amt supplies from for. ign 
countries, the present war would be indefinitely pro- 
longed. Hut the want of a seaport seriously cripples 
any effort of 1'resident Kruger to purchase men and 
food, and, impressed by this fact, we confidently ! ok 
forward to an early termination id the war.

That the world's most prolific gold field should lie 
worked for the purpose of providing the livers with 
the sinews of war is not cheering news for the a|Hi.ilc> 
of peace and universal disarmament ; but the owners ui 
these valuable mines may well be excused if, in the 
ecu temptation of the threatened destruction of nu 
chilien and Hooding id mines, they regard the whole 
sale plundering of their property as the lesser of nv 
ex ils.

val admits that the recent census id Vulia "raises a 
doubt as hi the accuracy of the estimates of the mor 
lain y due to the administration id General Weylcr." 
Althougli rather late in the day, this is only another 
way of saying that injustice has been done to the 
Spanish soldiers. It was confidently stated, before 
the war, that so many rcconcentrados had perished 
that the |mpulati<«i id Cuba had decreased from a 
million and a half to less than a million and a quarter. 
Hut the enumerators appointed by the United States 
have actually found 1,572.840 people in the island 
where the mortality during three years id insurrection 
was rc|iorted to lie simply shocking. The killing of 
4'«i.i«»i rcconcentrados proves to have been a bit id 
journalistic enterprise equal to any of the alarming 
discoveries made by "reliable natives " and “unreli
able re|Hirters” during the present war in South Africa.

However, the mock mortality in t uba has enabled 
the Americans to enlarge the "sphere id their com
mercial activities,'* and to enter seriously into the 
business <d empire building. And incidentally it has 
prevented chaos, confusion, and internal strife from 
destroying the commerce and retarding the growth id 
one id the richest islands in the world

Hut the liners were not to Ik
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VNhrn lie here
Ourselves well wncwetl to our defense 

Shskspesre.

Men, munition and money have been justly called 
the sinews id war. Hearing this fact in mind, the 
most interested on looker at the present war in South 
Africa can entertain no doubt as to the final result 
thcrcid. That 1'residents Kruger and Stcyn should 
Ik- unable to see the folly >d further fighting, is not 
inconsistent with the obstinate teni|>erament of their 
race. Vet, it is |*issible that the prolongation of hos
tilities on the part of the lloer leaders is traceable to 
their present possession of an alns*>t inexhaustible 
supply of gold rather than to obstinacy or to ignor
ance id the resources id the llntish Empire in men 
ami money.

< Inc of the most interesting questions -pringing 
fn <11 the present war has been the possible effect on 
the financial world occasioned by the stiqqiage id the 
production of gold from the mines around Johannes 
burg.

The annual receipts front that district had reached 
the extraordinary total id $1004x10,000. When one 
considers that about twosevenths id the world's out
put id the previous metal are obtained from the Trans
vaal, it is easy to understand the proneness id some 
people to swallow the story circulated by sympathizers when compared with the report issued in 1889, slum
with the liners that greed of gold caused the present equally satisfactory signs of progress and expansion
strife in South Africa. They seem to regard the No better idea of the operations of the Aetna can lit
mere accident -d the mines being situated in the coun- conveyed than the announcement that, since the nr
try of ( lorn Haul as sufficient excuse for his seizure j ganization of the company half a century ago. its 
id the property id the companies ami individuals own policy holders have received no less an amount this 
mg same. It will be remembered that, before host il- Si 14.5113.41474.
it les had actually commenced, some $4.11x1,1 *x> worth 1 The Canadian representatives id the Aetna Life In
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et War.

AETNA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY.

The 50th yearly report of the Aetna Life shows 
this old Hartford corporation to lie gaining in strength 
and size in every department. The figures represent 
ing the results of its Life, Accident, and Health in 
su ranee business for 1899 must be very satisfactory 
to the company and its policy-holders. The gains 
shown in the statement are as follows:—
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New 1'rvinium Income.........................
total I Ternium Income.....................
Assets.......................................................
Life, Term and Endowment. Insur

ance issued and revived.. ..
Life, Term ami Endowment, 

ancc in force..........................

$ 196.171y.06
701,94'Mi 

4,623,27.,.oy

.... 2,515,361.50
1 nsur
.. .. II ,056,858,00 

Accident and Health, Insurance in force 25,946,350.00 
Number of Policy-holders................... 17.9,800

Hut the rapid progress of the company is also illus 
trated by comparison of the assets and income of la-i 
year with those of 1889.

Jan. 1st, 1889. 
$31.234.5211.72 

5.135.08513

The other items of the statement under

Jan. 1st, I'zjo 
$52,850.21091 

9,518,724.75
rexiew.

Assets.............
Total Receipts ..


