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THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

By Rev. T. J. Park, M.A,

MARCH 18, -“ YE MUST BE BORN
GAIN."

o

Hovie Reanmizes

!
Lite servicetul
The Spirit-filled Tife Eph. b

The great fundamentai doctrine of the New
Testament is found in the topie for this
week's study, It s what s ed  the
doctrine of the New Birth, or the doctrine
of Regeneration.  The thought of Christ ex
pressed in the words, * Ye must he born
again,” may be expressed with equs
to the original, **

Yo must be v from above ;

indieating a radical change in nature and
character, the latter referving to a like
change brought about by the divine Spirit

Our Methodist young people should ear
fully study, and llum.ug'nb understand this

lies at the very foundation of
Christinn life, and which has been declared
and phasized by the Methodist Church
service inits very commencement

MOEALITY VERSUS REGENERATION,

The teaching of Jesus regarding the New
Birth stands out in strong contrast to the
helief of some people that they are safe when
they are trying to do what is right—trying

to practice an external morality.  They su{
o

“Tdo as nearly right as 1 ean, 1 don't ¢
anybody any harm, 1 pay my debts, 1 ol
the laws, 1 live at peace with my neighbors,
Such a ereed reminds one of the hoasting of
cient Pharisee, who, instead of praying
for God's mercy aud help, simply told the
Lord how good he thought he was.  Notice
too, the prominence and frequency of the
perpendicular 1 in this worldly creed,
unwittingly showing the pride of self-sufti
o and the independence of man as to
God's elaims upon him.  Indeed such a creed
might be possible if Christ had never come
to the world. Our Saviour's teaching to
Nicodemus sets aside every hope of salvation
through morality, and declares that the
but one way, **Ye must be horn anew
Nicodemus, as far as we can find out, was a
winn of morality and unblemished life,
teacher of the only true religion that was in
the world at the time, aud not some dark
sin-defiled creature who had trampled on all
divine law.  But the Saviour says to him in
effect —** Your unblemished life, your ex
ternal morality, Nicodemus, cannot save you ;
you must be horn anew.” :

THE KINGDOM OF GOb,

Jesus in his night talk with Nicodemus
veferred to the kingdom of God, stating that
it could not he possessed without fulfilling
the one condi No doubt Nicodemus
thought that already he was in the kingdom,
for being o Jew, he would have no doubt
about that.  He was a teacher, a leader in
the nation which, sinee Abraham, had been
the kingdom of God. There was, to his
mind, no other kingdom of God on earth,
The Messish was promised to the Jewish
mation.  All the glories and possibilities of
the new heavens and the new earth were to
come from the Jews. The Messiah was to
be the royal monarch of this kingdom, and
wits to trinmph over all nations. 8o thought
Nicodemus, and he considered himself a
member of this kingdom, which to him was
the kingdom of God

But this Jewish idea of the kingdom is not
the Gospel idea.  The true conception of the
kingdom of God is that condition where God
reigns as King, where he is the supreme
ohject of trust and service, where his will is
the law, where all are inspired with the
spivitual life, and where all are heing formed
after the image of the king.  Find the heart
and life in which the will of God is done, and
there you find the kingdom of heaven
Being part of ap external instution, such as

¢ Jewish nation or the Christian church,

not mnke one o member of the kingdom

, unless Tie also helongs in spiritand

in life to the spiritual kingdom of which
Jesug Christ is head.

BY WAY OF ILLUSTRATION,

Prof. Drammond told of once meeting
with a High on the hanks of the
Niagara Rive the Falls.  When the
Highlande: to him he said, *What

“Why should 1 not

Don't you know this is British
soil,” said the soldier. 1
Empire was thousands of miles
and yet he was in the king
Wherever there is an English heart heati
loyal to the Queen of Britain, there is Eng
land.  And  wherever there is person
whaose heart is loyal to the king of the king
dom of God, the ki sod is within
him.

THE NEW BIRTH-—WHAT 18 171/

It is the new spiritual life from God given
in response to repentance, faith and prayer,
This spiritual life is necessary not only to
enter into the kingdom of God, but to form
a correct con As one horn deaf

thing of the entraneingdelights of
as one born blind cannot conceive
glories of vision, so, without spiritual
life, no one ean understand the nature of the
kingdom of God. This new spiritual life
cannot be attained by edueation or culture of
any present faculties, excellent as that may
be in its place. It must be born, It is a
new creation.  No eulture mak stone to
he a rose, a rose to be a bird, a bird to be a
man, or a sinful man a spiritual child of God.
The new birth is not a constitutional change,
the imparting of new faculties to the soul.
It is a greater change than this—a change of
nature, of character, of the disposition of
the entire inward life. It is like entirely
and wholly refitting an old ship, and em
ploying it in the service of a new and better
waster. By nature a man is sinful, sailing
under the colors of the world.  When a man
is born anew, Christ takes possession of the
ship, puts in a new pilot, a new compass, and
turns its prow another way ; ,....f all the
lading one ship contains which he dislikes he
throws overhoard, and fills it with a better
eargo.
LIGHT FROM INDIA,

An English  Missionary speaking to a
Brahmin and Hindoo erowd, used the follow-
ing illustrat great and deadly serpent
entered into a house, and made its abode in
a hole in the wall.  The family was greatly
alarmed and the neighbors came running to
know what was the matter.  ** A snake, a
deadly snake, has come here to Oh,
what shall we do /™ Said another, ** Have
the house painted, and send for a carpenter
to mend all the doors and windows,” Said
a third, “*Send for a Brahmin to utter a
mantra (a sacred voice.)”  The house was
whitewashed and painted, and the learned
Brahmin eame and repeated the mantra ;
and the family reassured, ate, drank, and
slept in the house in peace.  About a month
after, one dark night when all were asleep,
the snake came out of his hole and bit the
father, und he died. Two nights after, the
reptile bit the son, and he died too.  What
is the meaning of this parable ' The house
is the human body ; the hole in the wall is
the soul ; the serpent is sin. By all your
washing, and painting, and ceremony, you
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will no more get sin out of your heart than
they got the serpent out of that house by
puint_and whitewssh. Christ is the only
remedy, who by his Spirit comes into the
soul, and old things pass away and all things
become new

FLASHLIGHTS.

1. How to obtain the New Birth

(1) Obey Chyist 5 he is the way to the new
hirth.

(h) Believe Christ ; he is the truth about
the new birth

() Receive Christ ; he is the life, the ney
life, the new birth.

(d) 1f you obey Cl and helieve Christ,
you will receive Christ, you will not know
how ; and then, although you will not know
how, you will have been horn

2. Faith is the
our Saviour and Lovd, of opening o
to his influences, of devoting ourselves to
hin. Faith ix believing what Jesus says, and
doing

5. Food will not save a starving man
unless he eats.  Schools and books will not
make him learned, unless he studies. A
check, although signed by a rich man,
will do no good unless one has faith to
present it A guide cannot lead s through
the forest unless we believe him enough to
follow him.  And Christ can save no one
unless he believes what he says, and does
what he commands,

4. The new birth is a birth into new
eyes we hegin to see God ; it is a birth

2w brain—we begin to have the mind
rist ; it is a birth into new joy
y is within us, and our joy is full
1t is a birth into new achieven
do all things through Christ who strengthens
us,
POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

Keep before the meeting that the topic
contains the wost important truth that
Christ ever uttered.  Remind those present
at the meeting that truth in a book is of no
value, unless appropriated.  This great doc-
trine of the New Birth must be appropri-
ated it must be experienced.  Ask some
stch questions as titese — Has each one
present been born again /- Are you willing

ive it 7 Are you eager to obtain it !

i put yourself in the way to secure

Why not receive it to-night !
Arrange to have two or three brief addresses
or papers read on such subjects as the fol-

i “The character of Nicodemus.”
“The Meaning of the Kingdom of God.'
“How may | be born anew " *“Why
are people excluded from the Kingdom of
Gad 2"

MARCH 25 “THE GLORY OF OBE-
DIENCE.”
Matt

Home Reapines.

Mon., Mar. 1 s discipline
es. Training through obe
Weil
Thu., Mar.
Fri., Mar, s in @ near
Sat., Mar. Power in steadfa
Tsa. 40 John 8 : 81, 82
An carthly father has a right to control
his children. And the children are obligated
to obey their father. This human relation-
ship, our Saviour makes the basis of an i
wortant parable.  He represents God, the
‘-‘Mhm, requesting his children, all mankind,
to serve him, to do his will.  One part ulti-
mately complies.  The other part ultimately
A true picture this, of the world
wnands all men everywhere
to repent and serve him. A part obey ; &
part disobey. A part are walking in the
ways that are ways of pleasantness, and the
paths that are paths of peace.  The other
wart are in the ways that lead down to death.
n which way are you /




