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the same neighbor. This hive was com­
plete with old combs, super, etc, but no 
bees. This was put in another yard, 
and the colony in it also developed foul 
brood. I used the super on another hive 
this summer, and this colony has devel­
oped foul brood. This neighbor lost all 
his bees by foul brood, but did not know 
the reason for his loss until I discovered 
the foul brood in my apiary, and traced 
it to his yard. I also used one of the 
empty combs from the neighbor’s hive to 
hive a swarm of bees for another neigh­
bor, and that colony developed foul brood.

There were four distinct cases of foul 
brood—first through the hive body and 
bottom-board ; second, through the old 
combs and hive; third, through the super 
and section-holders ; fourth, through a 
single comb. I might add that in my in­
vestigation, I found still another neigh­
bor also got foul brood in his yard by 
buying an empty hive from the first-men­
tioned yard. Hereafter, Mr. Editor, I 
will use a gasoline blow-torch on any 
hive that has had foul brood, and burn 
up all frames. I find that it does not 
pay to take any chances. I want to be 
on the sqfe side regardless of the opin­
ions of others.

M. Y. CALC 11 TT.
Dunlap, Seattle, Wash., Aug. 9.

Foul brood is too terrible a disease to 
take any chance with ; and it is and al­
ways has been our policy to advise taking 
the safe side on this question. A few re­
ports showing that foul brood <an be 
transmitted through the hive are worth 
a thousand negative testimonies where 
the disease has not been carried in that 
manner.

[Inasmuch as we took a very strong 
stand against the disinfection of hives, 
we feel that in justice to Editor Root we 
should give space to the above. We de­
sire also that our readers should be pos­
sessed of all the facts, and of the differ­
ent phases of this discussion.—Ed.]
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WINTERING SUGGESTIONS.

Bees Do Well on Summer Stands, If Pre­
pared Properly.

(By J. W. Clarke, Cainsville).

There is considerable difference of 
opinion among the bee-keepers as to 
the best methods of wintering bees, 
whether out of doors or in cellars. From 
the writer’s experience, one season with 
the other, bees do best on their summer 
stands, if properly prepared for the win 
ter months. My hives are all 12 frame 
About the middle of October 1 go 
through each colony and begin getting 
them in shape to feed for the winter. I 
lift out all centre combs, or those con 
taining pollen, and just leave enough 
combs in each hive so that the bees will 
Ire able to cover them. Strong colonies 
will sometimes require seven or eight ; 
weaker ones, five and six frames, a div­
ision board is placed close to the outside 
comb in each case. I then place a queen 
excluder on top of each. If 1 find a few 
weak colonies 1 unite them by placing one 
on top of the other with the queen ex­
cluder and a newspaper between. They 
will soon eat through the paper and 
unite without fighting. If the weather 
is quite cold the paper is not necessary. 
After two or three days the upper ones 
can be smoked or shaken down with the 
ones below.

Weak colonies seldom winter well, and 
are very slow at building up in the 
spring. One good strong colony is worth 
three or four weak ones. After Î get 
them all in shape I commence to feed 
which is usually about the middle of Oc­
tober or November 1. I feed from below. 
At this time the brood is nearly all gone 
and there is little danger of the queen 
commencing to lay again so late in the 
season, especially if they are fed quickly 
that is, as much as they will take up in 
one day. If they were fed from trove 
it would have to be done much r nlier. 
while the weather was warm, but from
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