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EDUCATION IN AUSTRALIA,

On the subject of the common schools
in Australia, Dr. Rentoul in an interview
which appears in the Belfast Witness,

said:—"*We have had the same battle that
you are fighting. let me take Vietoria
alone, for that is the State whose edu-

cation system has been most bitterly at-
tacked as ‘Godless” ‘Christless,” “pagan,’
and what not. In 1873 the present system
of State education, ‘free, compulsory, and
secular,” was introduced, as a consequence
of the complete failure of the denomina
tional schools. we schools had larg
negleeted to avall themeelves of the «
plete facilities given for denominational
inetruction. Observe, it was Auglican lay-
men who introduced the presont system.
1t has stood the test of more than a gen-
eration, The readingbooks are  largely
saturated with theistic and even Christian
trath and sentiment. But  there is no
Bible teaching, Facilities 4 however,
given outside the hours of the ondinary
currienlum, both in the middle of the day
and after school hours, for the clergy of
the varous denominations, or accredited
instructors authorised by them, to give
to the children religious, Biblical, or dog-
matic teaching as they chose. Recently
a clerical commission, appomted by the
Government, drew up a series of Seripture
lessons, which they wished the teachers
to teach in the ordinary school curriculum,
It is an odd assortment. Though two
:\uulmm bishops were on the Comms-
slon it begine cutting away the Magni-
ficat end all r nee to the Virgin Birth
of our Lond, The bishops in E
see, have been agitat ng against *
ol Bible,) but the bishops in
went in for what was surely

more dangerous —viz., a ‘muulated
Clvist.

taken at the request of the Churches
with the crushmg result that by an over-
whelming majority the people voted for
the maintenance of the present system,
‘free, compulsory, and secul At the
sume time, by a majority, they voted that
the Commission’s  scheme  of  Seripture
read ngs should be used, though they did
not specify who elould teach them.  The
curious state of things, 1 think, demon-
strates twe things—that the people will
not allow their eduction system to be
other than ‘secular’ in the lirge sense of
that word; and, secondly, that they would
wiilingly welcome some of the nobler pas
cages of Seripture in the rawl nghooks.
Dogmatie ‘instruction’ they will not have
in their schools.”

infinitely
Jesus
A reterendum of the people wis

THE BIRTH OF A NEW CITY.

Prince Rupert, the new city of North-
western British Columbin and the Paci
fic Coast terminus of the Grand Trunk
Pacific, has indeed begun and the foun-
dations of the coming metropolis of
Western Provinee of the Dominion.
The camps of the surveyors, both those
of the Dominion and the Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway Compa are pitched on
and near the future city’s boundaries,

AMr, Dodge, superintending the gove
ment survey, has his camy stationed near
the mouth of , just opposite
Venn's Passage, in view of historie Met-
lakalitla. He intends to make a survey
of the coast line waters of the inlet, and
as this will take him considerable time,
e expects to remain in eamp until Octo
Ler, and has accordiagly fitted up com-
fortable quarte He says the Metla-
kahtla ecarpenters  Lave the honor of
building the first house on Kaien Island,
and is much pleased with them as work-
men.
arther east, up the inlet where sur-
veys are now in progress at different
pointg, the Grand Trunk Pacific Com-
pany’s men are husy in the vicinity of
their respective ecamps—one near Seal
Harbor, where the new sawmill will be
built, and one a mile and a halt further
east. Here the wharf and three buildings
will at once be erected, as already piles
for the wharf are being secured.

SCOTTISH ASSEMBLIES.

The Belfast Witoess of 1st of June,
writing on this subjeci, says:

In the proceedings of the two great
Assemblies in Edinburgh pot much of in-
terest to outside communities emerged,
The principal point in the Established
Church was the propusal to amend the
of Subseription *o the Confession
ith.. The idea is to relax the form-
ula of subscription in reiief of consclence,
s0 that ministers may bhe able to sign
without any mental vation; a fur-
ther, doubtless,  object, was to
avert  the legal  disaster  which  has
befallen the United  Free Church.

After  full  debate, the  Assembly
agreed to suspend the settlement till
next year.  Whereupon the “Scoteman”

remarks that there will e no great hard
ship experienced, because, us things are,
ministers sign without feeling any com-
pulsion to faith or any great compunction

in the matter. But that is a cynical so-
Tution which  will not  satisfy many.
And, on the whole, an altered formula

such as the Irish Churen has provided
m one item will be the best every way.

. In the United Free Church Assembly
an important matter was the proposed
amalgamation of the two funds—the Sus-

tentation Fund of the old Free Church and
the augmentation Fund of the United
Prosbyterians.  The Sustentation  Fund

is declining; the U. P. plan prospers be-
uge it concedes a little more to human
wture.  This question also was not de-
ly settled, but hung up for another
3 Church finance is a most delicate
and difficult matter, and another year’s
consideration will do no harm, and may
do much good. 1t is hoped the plan ul
timately agreed on may furnish a hint
for the quickening and enlargement of
our lrish Sustentation Fund, which has
been for some years less than satisfac-
tory.

THE SOUTHERN ASSEMBLY.

The editor of the Central Preshyterian,
ly the most conservative of South-
ern Preshyterian papers, thus writes of
their last General Assembly:

“To a thoughtful obs:ver it was clear-
Iy evident that there were two distinet
parties in the Assembl,, that apueared
again and again . articular subjoects
presed nlml themselves  {or  considervifon
They were lined up with but slight varia-
tions on a number of ‘ssues. They might
be named the liberals ind conservati
corresponding in geacra! to this cla «ifi-

cation in other relizious bodies. On the
question of Federation, on the Callwell
Case, on  Republisnng the Distine*ive
Minciples of the Chuich, on Sending

Delegates to the Couni' of the Ameri-
ean Federation of Chucches, the same men
were seen i line on either side with
the same leaders, 1f leaders were need-
ed, with few exceptions, only on the last
named issue, whicn was not in form to
be a test. Our Church may as well re
cognize that she has a ‘liberal’ element
of a milder type withiu her own fold,
whether for her advancoment or her em-
barrassment, and adjust herself to the
new conditions,

“Modern methods of sanaging and con-
ducting the business of ourts were » ueh
in evidence at the Assembly. Tt wa-
long thought that the dignity and so'em-
nity of ecclesiasticai coanerls forbade alert
and tactful manipulat-on of questions that
could not be trusted to stand on their
merits, after fair and adequate argument
This timeéhonored concession is .adly

invaded by experts of a  modern schoo!,

Calling for the quesi'on after ons has
had his say, prompting the Moderator 2
critical moments, conspiracies to oceuny
time and cut off debate, campaigning be-
tween sessions, tumu't and confusion as
a last resort are of ostremely doubtful
propricly in a cout that seeks for Divine
guidance in all that ‘t docs.”

THE WHITBY CONFERENCE.

Applications are coming in  for the
Whithy  Conference, but still there 15
room.,

This is the first conference to be held
in Canada, after the fa n of the now
somewhat famous Silver Bay Conference
on Lake George, Its popularity h
s0 rapidly grown that appheations  are
row ewed ay ahead, and they can-
not begin to accommodate 1l who wish
to attend. The presence ot Mr, Harry
Wade Hicks and Mr. J. Earl Taylor who
are leaders in the Silver pay Conference,
is o guarantee that the Whithy Conter
enee will he conducted on the same hnes,
with the advantage of being much less
expensive,

There is no doubt that the nest great

advance in Mission interest s to be
amongst the young people of the chureh,
and these conferences are squaring np
to that problem,
Many Young [Peoples’  Societies  are
cager to do more, but they do not know
Low to go about it,  Ten days’ study ot
metheds ought to be helpful in that dir-
cclion.

All Prechyterians  wishing to attond
should make application at once to the
undersigned

R, P, MACKAY,
8O Confederation Life Bldg., T

ronto.

EASTERN ONTARIO.

Reve R MeNahh,
preached recently at

A., of Powassan,
Sundridge,

Reve G Mctivegor, BD., Queen’s 1'ni-
versity, Kingston, preached in 8t Panl's
chureh, Bowmanvile, Sunday.

The death is announced of Mr. Poter
Kennedy, J.P, of Dominionville, in the
Slst  year of his age, atly respected

He was for many years an elder in Ke nyon
Church, and was for a long time a conn
ty councillor,

At a meeting of the
Lanark and Renfrew, i Carleton Place,
a call from St. Andre chureh, Guelph,
was presented to Rev. W, G. Wilson, of

Preshytery  of

Smith's Rev., Mr. Wilson ac
ed the and will Le inducted to his
new charge on Juace 20st. St Andrew's

church, Guelph,
Col. Melrae,

By persenal eanvass, the elders of Chal-
mers” Chureh, Kingston, have secured the
views of the congregation and members
upon the question ot the dividual com
munion cup.  The members were almost
unanimous in favor of a change from the
present system of conmon cup usage, in
view of the modern attitude on the t -
mission of disease.  Aceordingly the Ses
sion of Chalmers’ has decided to inang
urate the usage of radividual cups at the
September  communion - s This
church is the firel Preshytes church
in Kingston to make fthe «ange.

The Cornwall Standard says: l)uuuu the
from town of the Rev. N. 1.
ray, union services on Sunday and
the mid-week  prayer  meetings will be
held between  the  congregations of St,
John's and Knox churches.  As next Sun-
day is anniversary day in Knox Church,
the regular services will be held n St
John's, where the Rev, Dr. Harkness will

On each ﬂucnmling Sunday the
g service will lw held in St John's
Church and the evening service in Knox
Church,  This is a very suitable.arrange-
ment, and one that might be profitably
followed in many towns and cities in the
summer months, when the pastors take
their holidays.  Tndeed, we know of sev-
eral cases where Preshyterians have join-
el in union services with their Methodist
or Congregational brethren with mutual
profit.

At St. Lambert, P.Q., at the residence
of the parents of the bride, by Rev. H.
J MaDiarmid, on 28th May, 1006, Mr, I,
Bassett, of Wetaskiwin, Alberta, to
Miss Rose Stevens, daugter of Mr, C. A,
Stevens,

was vepresented by Lt
of Guelah,




