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Mght to be the base of it. Men conduct themsefves fronV
the view either of honor or interest ; and there can be no
emulation in a service where mediocrity of talents, intriguei.
favor, and credit, override merit.

Greatness of soul, joined to superiority of talent, ignores the'
art of cringing

;
it is even impossible that merit can leul to'

lortune m a corrupted and venal country : on the contra y itbecomes a cause of exclusion. Virtue elevates the soul, andcan neither fawn nor buy credit, nr.r flatter vice and inca-
pacity. « If such is the military cons .tution of a State," saysM. Ganbert, in his Treatise of Tactic , "of which the Sove-
reign (the King of Prussia) is one of tl " greatest men of the
age, who instructs and commands hi armies, and who^e
armies form all the pomp of the court, xs hat ought it to bo irr
those States where the Sovereign is not a' all a military man •

where he does not see his troops
; where ae seems to disdairt

or be Ignorant of all that regards them ; where the Court, who^always obey the impression of the Soverei< n, is consequently
not military

;
where almost all the great re- ards are obtainedby surprise, by intrigue

; where the greater portion of favors
are hereditary

;
where merit languishes f- r v ant of a support •

where favor can advance without talent ; nx here to make afortune no more implies acquiring a repatatic n, but merely to-heap up riches
; where men may be, at on. and the same

lime, covered with orders and infamy_wi h grades and
Ignorance, serve ill the State, and occupy th best places •

be smeared with the censure of the public, and enjoy the
Sovereign's good graces ? If, whilst all other sciences arebecoming perfected, that of war remains in its infancy, it isthe fault of the Governments, who do not attach t^ it sufficient
importance

;
who do not make it an object of pi blic educa-

tion; who fail to direct men of genius to that profession; who
suiter them to find more glory and advantages m sciences
tnning or less useful

; m render the profession of arms an
ungrateful employment,

. acre talents are outstripped by
intrigue, and the prizes distributed by Fortune."

General Amherst, according to his statement in his letter .


