
Nationalism in the British Umpire 47

wonder that the successful revolutionists of the United States should 
feel a fine scorn of the Britons in Canada who would not join them. 
These scented to be misguided supporters of a lost cause. A tyran
nous mother-land had forfeited all right to the allegiance of her sons 
over-seas, and successful revolution called the Canadians craven, 
since they did not join in the fight for liberty.

It was, indeed, in the half-century after the Revolution that there 
was a real and united British Empire, for every part of it was gov
erned front London. It is true that never after her loss in America 
did Britain attempt to tax her colonies. They were to her a costly 
burden. XX hat we now know as the Dominion of Canada consisted 
of four or five detached provinces, each insignificant, each really 
ruled by a governor sent out from England, each backward and 
almost stagnant. Little thought as yet had any of the colonies that 
they were new nations, with the same rights of self-government 
which Britons at home possessed. Yet was there a something work
ing in these communities which had promise for the future. Each 
of them had its own legislature ; each had the storm and tumult of 
elections, in which there were free speech and free voting. The 
elected members, however, did not control the executive govern
ment ; that was the affair of the governor and of the Colonial Office 
in London, which appointed him.

XX'ith the growth of population came changes. By 1830 there 
was a clamorous demand in Upper and Lower Canada for complete 
control by the people of their own local affairs. The controversy 
was violent. In 1837 and 1838 it led to armed rebellion by the rad
ical element which asked for full political rights. Though the re
bellion was put down, the cause apparently lost was really won. A 
dozen years later, that is by the middle of the century, every British 
community in North America had secured control of its own affairs. 
The movement spread to other continents. Australia followed 
quickly. Canada was the older British dominion and naturally led 
the way, but the British colonial system as a whole was changed, and 
by the mid-century its self-governing states in all parts of the world 
were really freer than had been the former English colonics in 
America.

This very change, however, brought a danger to the British sys
tem. XX’hy should the mother-land take any trouble to preserve a 
tie with communities which brought her little advantage ? They 
erected hostile tariffs against her goods, they were a charge upon her 
revenues, they were perennially relying upon her army and fleet for 
defense. Canada was frequently involved in disputes with the


