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worst man if the feeling is more pedestrian, as habit
IS too frequently torn open and tlie solder has r-ver
time to set. Men who fish, botanise, work with 'the
furmng-lathe, or gather sea-weeds, will make admirable
husbands; and a little amateur painting in water, r.iour
shovys the mnocent

. nd quiet mind. 'I-hose who have a
few mt.mates are to be avoided ; while those whc; swim
loose, who have their hat in their h^nd all along the street
who can number an infinity of acquaintances and are noj
chargeable with any one friend, promise an easy dis-
i

osition and no rival to the wife's influence. I will not
.ay they are the best of men, but they ar. the stuff out
o which adro.t and capable women manufacture the best
of husbands. It ,s to be noticed that those who have loved
once or twice already are so much the better educated
to a woman s hand

; the bright boy of fiction is an oddand most uncomfortable mixture of shyness and coarse-
ness, and needs a deal of civilising. lastly (and this is

I

perhaps the golden rule), no woman should marry I
teetotaller, or a man who does not smoke. It as not forinothmgthat this "ignoble tabagie," as Michelct c Is it
spreads over all the world. Michelet r Is against it
because U renders you happy apart fr thought or"ork; to provident women this ^^\\\ s- no evil in-

,fluence ,n married life. Whatever keeps . man in the
[front garden, whatever checks wandering fancy and all
inordmate ambition, whatever makes for lounging and con-
tentment, makes just so surely for domestic happiness.
These notes if they amuse the reader at all, will pro-bably amuse him more when he di/Tcrs than when heagrees with them

; at least they will do no harm, fornobody will follow my advice. But the last word is of
I
more concern Marriage is a step so grave and decisive
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