
K^o KI'HKSlANS:

in the clVuac) i>r the piawis ol lUhcrs. Ili>\\ oltcn cKks

he ask those to \vhi>tn he writes, to lielp him l>y their

prayers. It was no mere torm ol words with him when he

said, "pray tor me." S»> liilly cloe> lie believe in the

power of their prayer, thai he sp«.-eilies the ihiiiK"' ihey are

io ask for.

T/iu/ Hlli-rtiiur iiitiy In- i^n'viii unto nic in ,>fnniii_i> tny

moulli. Ihe \\o\s\ ti>r " utteraiue " here is uMi,ili_\ ren-

dered " word." lie asks them to pray that whenever he

opens his mouth to speak, the word may he j;iven him, so

that he ma\ nuiln' kiiovn with holdmss Ihc niys/iry nj ///«•

ffOsfH'l . . . //ill/ //uiriii I niiiy sffid/i as /mlii/y ns I oii^/i/ /o

s/Hii/t. Paul believed that unless the Lord put the ri^hl

words in his miiiilh when he opene*.! it to speak, he should

never be able to speak as he oiij^ht, and ih.il the desired

result would come in answer to their prayers tor him. It

this was so with Paul the mi-^hty apostle, how mueh more

do ministers and evanj^^elists and teachers and personal

workers need the prayers o( Christians, that they may

speak the rij^ht words in the rij,'hl manner? I''ew suspect

how much such prayers have ti> do with the etVectiveness

of the preacher's words, or how much is lost tor the lack

of them. Pray lor the preacher, that the words he speaks

may be (lod's messaj^^e ; that he may be the mouthpiece of

the Holy Spirit, and not utter simply his own thoughts

and opinions.

4. Ci-osiNc; VVoKOs (vs. 21-24).

His letter is r.-JW complete. It only remains for him

to speak a few personal words, and j^ive his bene-

diction. What tenderness does he show in these closing;

words. He realizes, how anxious they will be to know


