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paternal territory. In cases of poor seasons at home it was, 
however, frequent for the husband to visit his wife’s people 
and hunt, perhaps for several winters, on his father-in-law’s 
grounds.

When the male claimants to a territory became extinct, it 
was divided up among the relatives in other family groups.

It would have been desirable to obtain some explanations or 
myths concerning the origins of these bands, but it is safe to 
state that none now exist, as I questioned the elders of each 
group and family.

Furthermore, these family divisions are not primarily con
cerned with animal totemism, which exists here also, although, 
as will be seen further on, the totemic descent being paternal, 
there will be a more or less permanent association between the 
hunting territory bands and certain totems. The main point 
is, however, that the hunting territory groups have developed 
by inheritance through individuals, irrespective of totemic 
communalism, and that the hunting territory names or titles, 
as we might call them, have also grown out of what originally 
were personal nicknames. This will appear more clearly in 
my presentation of the Timagami material. No taboos of 
diet or killing are found concerning these family groups. They 
are purely social and economic. Again, as regards the names, 
it might be added that some can not be definitely translated 
because of their great antiquity. Moreover, some of them 
have originated in child’s talk, for example Ogu'cen, which is 
thought to be a child’s pronunciation for ogwu'srs “son.” 
Personal nicknames are very often derived from such expressions 
of children learning to talk.

In the above brief résumé I have defined the most important 
facts that I learned regarding these hunting territories among 
the Timiskaming people. As the main object of this chapter 
is not to define or discuss the phenomenon in detail, but to 
present the data relating specifically to this band, I will add 
the actual facts secured from members of the different families 
themselves. It is my hope in the future to fill in the gaps as 
far as possible, listing geographically the hunting territories 
and families in the various bands through a large portion of 
northern Canada.


