
6o Murray: Local (^vernmknt in Maritime Provincu

year. The council af^inti three revisers to revise the electoral

lists.

The proviftioiiA of the Towns Incnrporntion .\ct of New
Driinwwick diflfer hut Khf^htly from thiwe of \i)v:i Scotia. For
instnnce. the Act expressly provided that the services of mayor
and alilcrmen shall I)c lniTH'nry. This is the practice in N'ova

Scotia, and I Iwlieve everywhere in (he Maritime I'rovinces

except in St. John, where hnih maynr and aldermen receive

allowances, and in Halifax, where the mayor n-cnvcs $i.ooo

n year. The .Act further rctpiires the election of the aldermen

hy the entire town and not i>y wards, each elector havinff the

rifiht to vote for two aldermen in each ward. This practice has

recently Iwcn adopteel in th*- cities (»f St. John and I'rcdcricton.

The innovation has not proved to Iw the success liojwd for, and

many hold that the ward system jjave as (jood or hettcr results.

In New Brunswick the town coimcillurs hold otV'ce fnr one

year and consctiitently all retire simultaneously. In Nova Scotia

the practice of administrative lK)dies, such as directorates, has

been followe<l and only one-half (in Halifax city one-third) of

the council retires each year.

The financial relation of the town to the municipality within

which it is situated has always been a source of trouble. The
relative amounts of the contributions of town an<l municipality

towards the support of courts, court house and jail, and in some

cases the support of the poor and in nearly every case the county

school fund, have always been difficult to adjust. This is explained

partly by the shifting of iiopnlation from the country to the

town an<I partly by the tendency in the towns to assess

property up to its current market value in order to keep

the rate low. Two plans of adjustment have Iwen followed.

The arbitration plan is favoured in Nova Scotia. A joint board

of arbitrators appointed by town and municipality agrees upon

the proportion of the expense which is to be borne by each. In

New Brunswick the city and county of St. John form one

municipality and the city alone is another. This plan was sug-

gested by New York and was adopted from the first. The

Towns Incorporation Act has applied the same principle to

other municipalities. In St. John the mayor and fifteen alder-

men selected hy the city council, with eleven councillors chosen
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