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Régine, Jtnuery 17, 10SÛ

L. Haekeasie King, 
Prime Minister of Canada,
Ottawa, Ontario*

Bear Eiri

I bog to acknoi&adge receipt of y oui' letter of 
December 51st containing your reply to the Bamorlal of the 
Province of Saskatchewan dated the tenth day of December 
end outlining the terns cm vhioh the Federal Govormiont lc 
prepared to restore to Saskatchewan its territorial rights, 
and the method by which the ccgpeftMtioo payable to it for 
tiie alienation of its lend» and renouroee in the part nay 
be adjusted» I us pleased to note that by these negotiations 
we have «ado » distinct step foiveurd and that in addition 
to the return of our natural resources and the continuation 
of our annual subsidy in perpetuity as offered in your pre
vious letter of October 4th, ld£8, you now offer Saskatchewan 
for the first time a Comission to consider the question 
Either any, end, If any, what consideration in addition to 
the said annual rubnidlee should be paid to the Province 
in order that it may be placed in e po-ition of equality 
with the other Provinces of Confederation with respect to 
the administration and control of lte natural resources as 
from lte entrance into Confederation in 1>0S*

We «Iso note end eppreci&te your offer now su de 
for the first time to co-operate with us in obtaining a 
legal decision ou the claims of tlie Province of Saskatchewan 
for compensation for all alienations between 1670 and 1505 
by referring appropriate questions to the Supreme Court of 
CauAda and from thera if dee,nod advisable to the Judicial 
Committeo of the Privy Council.

I fully appreciate and as fully reciprocate the 
desire, expressed by you for a quick adjustment of this long- 
outstanding question. 1 would prefer that such adjustment 
should be Bede amicably hi:û by a Commission rather than by a 
decision of tiio Privy Council If the two Govumia^nte can 
agree upon the fundamentals necessary to euch an amicable 
Agrément. The Qovemmcmt of Stuaketehem&n feels that such 
adjustments Mid «grseomnte should be cade as will place the 
Province of ti&skatclsewan In the position in which it would 
have boon had it come into Confederation in 1970, vested 
with the ownership and control of its natural resources to 
the same extent and with the sauo rights and limitations sa 
have always prevailed in th* case of Ontario, Quebec, Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick when tiiey sni^rod into the Cnion in 
1867. Wo believe that it wae on*' of the fundamental principles 
of Confederation that each province should enjoy, as a source 
of revenus, tlie administration and control of the Cro-m lands, 
aines and minerals within its territory and of «11 royalties

incident thereto.
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