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What is the Palestine Libera

by Iris Kohler

What is the “Palestine Liberation
Organization™ - generally known as
the PLO - against which Israel has
been fighting in Lebanon? It is a
federation of 15 terrorist groups.
united by allegiance to the “Palesti-
nian National Covenant”.

I'he Covenant. adopted before
the Six Day War and amended in
1968, rejects all compromise and
calls for the liquidation of Israel as
the PLO's main objective. Israel
would be replaced by “Palestine”.
which is defined as “an indivisible
territorial unit” “with the boundar-
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Palestimans™ would
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resided in Palestine until the begin-
ning of the Zionist invasion™ (Arti-
cle 6). which the Palestinian
National Council dated back to
1917, the year of the Balfour Dec-
laration. Practically all 3 million
Jews of lIsrael would have to be
expelled. How does the PLO hope
to achieve its genocidal aims? The
answer is given in Article 9 of the
Covenant: “Armed struggle is the
only way to liberate Palestine. Thus

it is the overall strategy. not merely
a tactical phase.”

In practice, this *armed struggle”
turned out to be a euphemism for
terronism, directed against the civ-
ilian population of Israel, Jewish
organizations, synagogues, lIsraeli
institutions and its representauves
in many parts of the world.

Supporters of the PLO claim
that it no longer seeks the destruc-
tion of Israel, and 1s willing to live
with her in peace if the Palestinian
Arabs are given an independent
state in Judea, Samaria and the
(Gaza district. This claim is ground-
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PLO doctrine, has not been
revised. As it requires a two-thirds
majority of the Palestinian
National Congress to make these
revisions. the occasional statements
of PLO spokesmen to the effect
that' the PLO might be willing to
live in peace with Israel are devoid
of any authority
such a statement is made by a PLO
spokesman, it is invariably denied
by PLO headquarters in Beirut or
by Yasser Arafat himself. Thus. the
signs of “moderation™ occasionally
displayved by the P1.O are, in tact, a
tactical move designed to win the
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ist. In the town of Damur, on the
coast a few miles south of Beirut,
for instance, the Christian popula-
tion was slaughtered and the town
taken over by the terrorists
From its “state within a state”,
establishéd and maintained by vio-
lence directed against the local
population, the PLO sent oul s
terrorist squads. like the one that
fanded a raft on a beach on the
)l in 1978
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northern coast ol lsr
I'his squad seized a tour bus on the
coastal highway. and left 46 dead
and 85 wounded before bel
Between 1975 and 1979
there were 59 PLO terrorist attacks
within Israel itsell
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Israehi representatives and individ-
ual Jews outside Israel. At the 1972
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