
Pro- tif ers interrupt
Thé Law Centre on campus was

the location for Edmonton's in-
volvement in the »National Day of
Action" wbich took place on Satur-
day, October 14.

The Day of Action wassponsored -
by different chapters of The Canadi-
an Abortion Rights Action League
across the country. Abbrtion By
Choî,ce ~of Edmonton organlzed a
public forum that was another
attempt at voiclng concernis to par[-
iament overtbe possible recriminal-

ization of abortion. The forum hqd
four guest speakers who discuss&I
aspects of the pro-cholce meve-
ment. The forum provided a chance
for the audience to submlt wrltten
questions after thèy were finished
speaking.

The f frst two speakers, lawyers
Mlen 'icoll and Donna Oliver-Dyck
were continuafly interrupted by
pro-life members..After repeated
warnings from security, the pro-
cholcers were eventualty escorted
out of -the forum by police.

AIso speaking was professor of

philôsophy and inemIber of the
Boethics Committée at the Royal
Alexandra Hospital, Camerorn Mè-
Kenzie- MclCenzie argued th t aniy
law restricting abortion shioûld be
reslsted as it is imnpossible to discusý
'coberently and woukt hé. based
on abstract conceptions sucb as the
right tQ life theory." H-e poi nied out
that twenty years ago, on the issue
of homosexuality, the 'state con-

-cluded it had ne business in the
bedrooms of the nation. Therefore,
today it, "bas no business in the
wombs of the nation." .

on Bio- ethics examined
'F.h'csis not a specialit subject

- -everyoné is an ethicistaccording
to Dr. John Dosstor, director of
the Joint Facuties Bioethics l4oject
at the University of Alberta.

Thtis branch cf ethics - bioethics
-considers a wde range of issues

hwvolving life niatters. Dossffor
exld that the idea of a joint.

facltes.bietics project came out
f whêthe perceived as a gap ln the

teichng of bioethics and a lack cf
dscuson'en the subject.'

Dossetor frequently dèalt with
ethical issues when be was dlrector
ofth di cney program àt the Uni-
Versty of Alberta Hospital. H-e gave
-the example of difficuit dsions .
that patents with kidnëy failure
Iiavetodaoe regarding prolongation
of life - wbether to stop dialysis
wlien tey feel that their quality of
Wie hbp fallen to such a point that
for tbèm it's a really miserablë
exWsee,orlhô*tojuWtfytohosplral
staff their refusai for treatment. "Ail
these decisions together wth de-
cisions relating to transplantation
of kilneys,aivery scarce resource
and the prirciples cf resouce aleo-
tation made me quite awvare that

bioethics is a very important sub-
ject," he said.

Dùrirmg bis sabbatical, Dossetor
worked on a proposai wbich led te
the establishment, in 1986, cf the
joint Faculties Bioethlcs Project. "lt
is multidisciplinary, and involves
the fuit integration of nursing,
philosophy, theology and law with
a steering committee cf profes-,
sionalq from these fields," said
Dossetor.

The irterdisclplinary approach is
the projects strength, but its. weak
point when it cornes to funding.
Because the University is structured
into faculties it is more difficuit te
.get commitment of 1funding for
rnultidisiplinary rqsearch, and par-
ticularlyeth-ics research, said Dos-
setor. "Bioethics is centered net on,
universities or academics, it's actu-,
ally ceentered on~ patients. The pro-
ject is concerned with patient self-
determination, fully înformed con-
sent and the larger question cf
allocation cf health resources.m

Teaching is by far the most-suc-
cessful aspectcfthpojWStu-

*dents are given clinical examplesin
leani négthe fundamnental priinciplescf medicaletbics. In explaining the

principles:cf "quality cf. ife" and who was on dialysis because cf
resource allocation, Dr. Dossetor renal (kidney) failure. "She had a
cited the exanuple of a quadraiplegic- really very questionable quality te

her life and it cost roughly a quarter
of a million dollars te keep berself

alive per year and we actually kept

get the students, and thisis a -bit cf
deception on our part, te, agree
-witb us that this.is ridiculous," said
Dess&'or. »We can't live like.this:i
spending that sum-cf money. Then
we show the video of this patient
being interviewed by the hespiîtal,

~ caplun.At the end of it, the
'~ stdentsail say, 'welI cf course you

have to keep her alive, she's got a
quality cf life even though she can't
move and shes oen dialysis'. She
demonstrated that ber life through

*her family. is a very worthwhile
thing te ber.»

Dessetor pointed eut that unlike
iheehospital ethik:scommittee, wbich
is reactive, tbe bioethics projectisf
proactive. The members anticipate

pblemsdiscuss them and points
cf view are passed on te medical
students and hospýitals ethics cern-

Dr. Johnr Dossetor," mimtes.
...dfrector of JéintFacuties .Dossetor bas written.on awide

Blioethiés project range, of issues in medical etbics,

from resource allocation in tran s-
plantation to ethical basis of concern.
fer animais, and- he believes that
ethical dilemmas have ne right or -
wrong answers.

The researcb cemponient cf tbe
preject is. quite imited because
they do net receive eperating funds.
The Unive rsity overs the salary of-
the directors,,a few support, staff,
wbile tbe University Hospital pro-
vides the spaoe for the prpject.
Tbough a benefactor erganization.
provides partial funding, Dossetor
,would like to see iricreased finandical
support for -the preject's. research
activities.

injanuaryofthis year,tbe project
sent a request te the government
for funding for an institute cf
bhealthcare etbics. Dossetor said tbàt
becau se the government aise faces
big problemfs with the ethical as-
pects fbealthcare,such an institute
could serve as an advisory body.
The governmrent may welt have te
grapple witb where to spend the
limited resour.ces. "Do you have
liver transplants (at enermeous e-
pense) or do you bave better carè
fer,. native kids on- reservations?"
asks Dosseter.

As tbe government lookcs at ways
te save money by reduding spending
for healtb care programs, the overil
1cest of. médical care inicreases and
along with it tbe challenge cf re-
source allocation. Dosseter feltthat
with medical tecbnology growing
more sophisticated and morecostly
andl with the aging population,
tiiere is a need te examine and
address bioethical issues in bealtb-
care, because ultimately these issues
will affect everyone.
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