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A BIBLE FOR A PISTOL

Â TRUE STORY.

JEE, mnother, sec what 1 have bronghit yon I
Sexclaîmed a young Brazilîan, holding up to view

well-bound, gilt-edged book. " Anton bo Marques
m De that the priest ordered hlm Wo burm it, but lie

not like to destroy se goud a book, aud was afraid
dllspleaee the prieet by keeping iL, se I offered W
de iny old double-barreled pistol for iL. I thought
1 migbt like te have the book, for they say it les al
)ut religion, aud you arc su religions. IL mnigbt b.
sonie use M hen you go to repeat yonr prayers for
îple who are dying."
rhe miother teck the book froni ber son'% bands, aud
wl y reading the tiLle, "«A San ta Bibi i.a," said : "«Ahi 1
e l goud ; this is the 'Rute of Life,' 1 arn gylad We

ie iL." Thexi beginning at the first of Ueneesis, se
need over several chaprters untîi she reachied the.
th. " Y.., you are righit, mny son, lier. le juet the.

id uf p rayer I want. Here le a long liet of usines,
i as they are aIl li tii. Bible, they miuet alt be of
nts, and some uf them will surely beip the poor
atures.
Fb. youtbi frequently found hie mother witb the
>k before bier when be came in front hie work, sud
3 h. takexi the. trouble tu look over ber sboulder, b.
uId have founid ber aiways reading the. t-enth chap-
of Qeuesis.

Fb. womnan, who had the fam. of k nowing by b.art
reat many prayers, was often sent for tW go even
g distances Wo repeat therm for the lhope sud coin-
t of the dying; sud ahe was faithfully trying tW
,ster tbe long naines, su, as tW eay thein off glibty te
~ve as a prayer.
Dnue day, as they saL taking their noou-day coffe., a
esenger came froin a neighboring plantation, begging
r tW go at once tW e a young girl wbu w"e very ill.
[th book iu baud, eh.e set out, and arriving at the.
ase, s sad, tbough te lier net unuenal elght, met ber
Ni. A girl ut about fifteexi iay upun tii. bed, ber
tutiful blck eyes tooking etrangely bright lu con-
st with the. paie features. The parents sud sisters,
tesd of caring for her, were wringing their bands
1 wildly crying ont, " She ie dying 1 She is dying 1
,,ick girl feebly stretcbed ont a wasted bsud, jasp
r: "'Theysay that I amn dying; teaceh qucl
w tW die; tell nie, what must I do" Tii, otd
<issu gently took her haud, aud in a sootbing vole,
d: ',Don't be nervus, dear; if you will repent after
Sthe. Pater Noster, Lb. Ave Maria, the prayer tW St.
w.ph snd the. rest, sud tben a new prayer that 1
ve learxied from this good book, you need not b,

A siglht neyer tu be forgotten by une who kuows
it tiiere le but the une " Dame under beavexi, given
iong meu wbereby we must be ,saved," wae this
9,th-bed seene. The. old wumexi, li elear tonea,
pidly repeat.d arnong other thinig., " Shein, Ram),

phth omeMaçyoc, Madai, Javaxi," sud su on
ru the. long list. flic dying girl vaiuiy tried tW

follow ber ft8 ber voice grew faiuiter and fainter, for
sbe was, witb al] ber failing strenigth, clinginig to this
fais. hope, as se passed out into eterrnity.

Somne years later tiie young mnax who iiad gottexi
tiie Bible ini suob a curions way, marrivid and ldft the
old bouse W live at the wlfe's4 hoiesteald. 0110
evenîng, kas the old father st iu him ustuat place readt4-
ing, the busband said : "Anninha, what is4 that book
your fatiier le always reading? "

«' That," she replîed, ýýi8 the i,3ble. Hoe oftt.n telle
me about wbat b.e re'ade, and it i. v1yiwe.i~
wish 1 could read it for msi;but it L iia F'retieh book,
and I en oui y readlPruus.

<'If it i,4 cLledltl 110e H l ible,' " said ho, " tiienI Ily
mother bas it in Portuguese, for 1 gave it to bier long
agii. I never rend h.rnsef but sah. usit leêrni
thingsi out of it for prayer4. They neveir souiided
very interesting Wo mie."

-Could you get iL for mie, jo.gt -" e ftslced.
««Y.., 1 will go over sud ask mother fuor it tW-nor-.

row," promi.ed bi.
Whien the wife got the. Bible. ehi, carried it W bier

father, who wa.s miuch pl.aned W to fnd thim fatvorite
book in bis native tong--ue, and, openiitg it at the New
Testament, b. began W rea4 aioud. The. yolng Votipho
Iisten.d, aud soon grew s40 initereted(,( that t1iey begge.d
bimnto go ou, till thley kept hll ruading têite initd th.
night. Deepiy touched by the -oi, old 4tory of .Jes4us
aud His love," they began W resd for thîsvs oon
they iearned that pardon and peso. had alreaidy bwen
purchas.d for th.m, sud that w bant ()od rt'quired oft Liieni
was not penauces and a bondnage W f-ear thouh it,
and masses aud the agoniies of puýrgattory, affer deatli,
but ebuldlike faitb sud loving bden-txtgodJiues
whieh flves promise of tii. lite that xiow ile. and thait

The aon's firgt wish waa., W have bis miother lvarrn
the good newu3, se lie carrlel lack the. Bibte, saying :
" Why, moth.r, you neyer got the be'st ont of this4
bopk I You only looked for somnething Wo di. by, andý
it is full of gond worda to live ly, a.twell. Let 111v
readyo u somne."

-Nmy son," responded six.ý, ',I got whlat 1JI ated(
out of the book, and that lei euough for mie. 1 do nuL
care We look for miore."

" But, mother," pleaded b., " you wouldl b. so muiieli
happier if you knew the true way We liv. and W dIii."

"Hush, ~ Lb Joé"nid h other idignsntiy. P)o
yo aete liint that I, who have tatuglt tsu iany

howto iedo net know how myseif ? Let mie atonev,
aud do net trouble me auy more abouit the oo,

The. man 'wexit back Wý bis wife, troubed aud çdis..
appointed. The. more they mtudied tii. book, bvwevvr,
the better tbey und.rstoodl that it was God)('u spirit
wbo bsd opened their eyes. an(i to lii they iiuit,
lnok tW perfornuthe saine miracle u<fou thieir itlwr,
that blnd on. I.ading the. blind, and for this thev ar.-

jo u diywacig and praying.-hil(dr.ni'

T H Rhen ish Mliési on ary Soc ie ty i s joy fl sudi ti 1 k 1l
ful at having beexi abl. We repo-rt f or the set yenr
double tii, number uf baptierni f rom amiong tii.
beathen that ther. were four years previously.-
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