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The Sugar Cane Crop ini Jamaica.

ýADIAN AND WEST INDIAN TRADE
Great Possibilities for Expansion

By A. N. KIRSCHMANN

RJEAT anid growing Canada, with her teem-
ing Millions of, acres of uncultivated
lands, calîs for the industrious and ýwilling
worker to plough and furrow lier fertile

~to sQw -the seed and reap a bounteous har-
n this rich and fertile sou., however, there is
! ai-important and profitable seed to be sown
it. But upon ber vast plains rich grazing is

,and opportunities for raising and supporting
wvhose quality is second to none. These cat-
e ber an abundant sunply of dairy products,
jed to a large extent locally, and exported to
;points outside of the continent. It is in con-

ion of these products of Canada, which are
1 ng every year and someitimes formi a surplus,
c qestion of an extension of her trade arises.
easons peculiar to herself do not, as in
alids, allow of the production of a variety of
uffs and fruit. It would be absolutely useles
,,one to atternpt to produce with any hope of
relal suecess any of the fruits which are
consurned by 'her people, and which corne in

lie tropical countries. Among these are the
lelicate and highly-fiavoured fruits, such as
)]es, grape fruit, oranges, bananas, and such
,roducts, Ahich have corne by constant use
considered necessities, such as lemrons and
dye.woods, manufactured sugar, and rurn. lIn
ge for these tropical products Canada offers
plus of her soil, and a greater portion of the

~of her fisheries.

EXPANSION 0F TRADE.

question of bringing about dloser relations
lese islands and Canada 'bas engaged the at-
of parties who are interested in the products
islands and those of Canada. A director of
Ig companly Who recently paid a visit te one
1 expresses himself in very favourable terrms
subject of trade relations. H1e thinks there

tat possibilities for expansion. The existing
conditions are not thc creation of any one
group of mnen, but the natural outcorne of

ption overtakinig production. The increased
tif farrn and dairy products, as a natural cou-
,e, arc bound to greatly en'hance the pros-
i the whole farming community of Canada.
areased puirchasing poýwer and the increased
rould naturally reflect upon the business of
e inerchants and the maniufacturers of the
on. This visitor said, "An improvemnent in
isportation facilities between Canada and the
Mdies would do inuch. The United States
le all in its power to protect the trade of the
md, as a result, commercial conditions in the
West indies generally suffered." ln former
.ade preceded transportation. To-day trans-
mn Iays the founidation for trade. A good
uip service between Canada and the West

Indies would lay the foundation for active cornier-
cial relations.

An idea of the interchange of trade between thesetropical countries and Canada is hiere given, care-fully cornpiled from the Governnîent returns forseven rnonths etning October, i9o8.-

Irnports froom British West Indies--free of duty.
Hides and Skins ... .......... $ 8,725
Salt................ .. .r65
bernons and limes....... 42,8Oranges and s'haddocks r1164Molasses ....... ...... ....... 768361
Coffe....................7,174
Rurn (duitable)... ......... 4,967

$825,796
*U.S.A., $1,161,183,

Exports frornt Canada to B.W.T., saine period.
Fisheries--

Codfish........... ... $453,476
Mackerel (pickled) . .......... 29,26.5
Flerrings.... ..... ....... 75- r96
Smoked............11,777
Sea Fish ...... ... ........... 5,0o2
Sanon (pickled)..... ..... 643

Forest-
Latbs................. 2Shingles ......... ...... ...... 24,120
Cheese............1,1827
Oats ....... ... ... ... ....... 2,6Peas ... .. 6,5i9

Forand Wheat... ...... 170613
Hay ... ... ... ..... ... .... 8,833
PotatoeS....... ..... 2.3,067

$W6,377
As indicated above, $1,161,183 represenits the arn-

ount of bananas irniported into Canada fromt that
countrY, Most orf which were grown arnong the
islands.

Irnports front the British West Itidies have
grow fron alittle less thanl two million dollars in

1903, te nearly six million dollars in the last fiscal
yea.r. During the saine period our exports have
grown front two tà three million dollars in value.
The total annual trade is thus about nine million
dollars, of which onie-third is in sugar.

TARIFF RIEVISION.
As to the possibility of annexing these islands to

Canada, the first step -towards this end would be ini
the establishment of bette'r trade relations than now

CANADIAN

Map Of the Britjsh West Indies, with.the British Islands
11hovn dark. If miade into one Province and federateiwith Canada, these Islands Would add a millionand a quarter to our population.

exist. There are manV sides to this question, how-
ever, and fromintr ýes te writer has lîad with
nianufacturers who have exotdgoods to the West
Indics, ss ith steamship co-pa1e xsiÏ- who arc now con-
ducting a service, thiere is, a sitrong belief arnon g
tjheýc mîen. that niles', a revision of tariff on some
of the articles wshich arc conisÎderably consuuied inthe ïslands s nmade, whereby Cana chan products
could have a 1)reference os Jr tho',e entering the
isîands fron thie United States, no expansion of
trade can 1w loku for.

One of the aretitemns in the inmports of theisland., i that of finur, nllo-,t of which goes fromn the
United States. There noss exists, for instance, aduty of eîghit shillingzs, or two dollars, per barre]
on everv barre] of flour iniported inte the Island ofJainajea, 13.W.. '1his, ssith the conisiderable
anint that is nised, forni, a revenue per annurn
wvhiiî cari be c.alcilated tupon at a certain figuire withbut very little fluctuaition each year. It is flot a verysomnd priciple o~f cooisfor theni to think that

Lx- giîng a prefcirencu to Canadian-mnade flour, ofabout, sa y, i ft y cenit, ak barrel that tlîey would be
ont in thieir revenue entirely anid that such a con-
cesion would ican a total losto thern ; for ifbread could be madie eheaper iii the islainds it would
mean a saving that svon)tld enable- thlem te purchase
nmore extenisivolv oteueceSsities. lu the trans-
portation * of thi; part icular itemn alone ships leavingCanada for thesc waters would always have a full
cargo,

OPENING A FIEL.D FO>R OTIIER UINES.
With the prescrit condition of sortie of the Can-

adian industrie, îlot the least among these that ofcernent, whieh i, lirgely used in varions fornis ofcounstructio>n \orik in these islands-brîidges, cul-verts, storehouses and general g-overnrnental work,
the V<Nest Inidics, %vith hetter transportation facilities,
swould, open up a market for this industry. The
cost of cernent as solci on the îslands ks sonîewhere
in the neighbourhood of three dollars a barrel. There
muist be corusiderabie profit in the sale of cernent at
suih a price b>' soneone. There is no reason why
Caniadian Portland cernent eotild not be shipped front
Canada, via jaînaica, to the Panama Canal, provid-
ing Arnerican politics would not interfere. At pres-
ent there is a smnall tr.îde douei îin several ines pro-
fitably, but which, owing to thir siriall proportions,
do îîot corne anîong the regullar items11 of export. In
%orne of these a higger tradel eould be worked up.

MANUFACTURESON TFIE ISLANDS.

There is no doubt that enterprising eapitalists
would find room for profitable investrnent amon g theislands as a resuit of rauatin.Many of the


