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paid off our indebtedness, while some
stfiped _sticks 'of peppermint candy,

| up for the occasion, were given

all ignoble creeds.
of noble deeds
; pure, and high, and good—
of true brotherhood.
out the lust for gold and. gain—
The that cripples -?’ul and brain,
" And open eyes, long blind, to see
Wha er, better things there be,

happy bells, o’er plain and hill—
ud, ring clear, ring sweet, and fill
uls of those who pause to hear
reverent thought and Christmas cheer.
wide the heart’s closed door, and say
*Come in!—all men are kin to-day!
/Come in—come in! Clasp hands, and break
The bread of friendship for the sake

Of him who came to earth to find

His brothers in all humankind.”

Ring, happy bells, the earth around,
And girdle it with gladdest sound,
And, while we sing His birthday in,
Let Christ—and Christ is love—begin
His reign of peace, and men shall say,
“This is indeed a Christmas day!"
Your hand, my brother! Lo afar
Behold the radiant Bethlehem star—
And hark!—the angels singing still,
“Peace on earth, to men Good Will!"”

—B. B. Rexford.
——

Christmas in the Country.

Christmas in the country forty years
ago was a different afair from what
it is now. I never think of Christmas
in those days without thinking of a
lovely .winter day, bright with sun-
shine, and snow everywhere; large
drifts, through which the horses
floundered as they drew the stout sled,
on which was the wagon-bed filled
with hay, and covered with blankets
and buffalo-robes, where we cuddled
down, as we rode merrily away to
spend Christmas at grandpa’s. We
could hardly wait till the horses stop-
red, so eager were we to wish grandpa
a merry Christmas; but he was gener-
ally ahead of us with his greeting of
“Christmas gift.”” That entitled him
to a present instead of us; but a kiss
all around was usually the way we

:

i

NITELINE INDIANS.

Preparing for "ony Race on Dominion Day

unts, uncles and cousins

) tt for their share of good
wishes and merry jokes.

A bright fire burned in the fire place,
and there, suspended by a stout string
from the ceiling, was a great turkey
packed full of dressing, and sending
forth a most delicious odor as it turn-
ed round and round, gradually brown-
ing before the fire, the juice dripping
into a great pan on the brick hearth;
and from this pan grandma occasion-
ally dipped the juice with a huge iron
spoon and poured it over the crisp

| sides of the turkey. Other prepara-

tions were going on meanwhile in the
kitchen where s cook-stove held the
place of homor, as cooking-stoves were
very ‘rare in those days. The neigh-
bors had come miles to see it, and ex-

‘| press their fears as to the probability

”

of its “blowing up.” This cook-stove,
-however, . was: not ‘equal to cooking
svch a large’ turkéy in its small oven.
A coffee-boiler sent out an odor of
coffee, strong and fragrant, while a
long table covered with snowy linen
(the work of grandma’s own hands)
stood at the farther end of the long
kitchen, .
‘As soon as the turkey was pronoun-
ced done and the gravy made in the
dripping-pan, the chairs were placed
near the table and we were all called
to dinner. No ome was left to wait,

PLUM PUDDING A LA DAVID HARUM.

Pour a cupful of hot milk over a cupful of
g:eadcmmbs. \;Ihen tt]'“i mfilk becomes cold afdd

ree-quarters of a cupful of sugar, a teaspoonful
of salt, the yolks of four s, half a poux?go each
of raisins and curraunts, half a cupfi1 of chopped
almonds, half a pound of suet and spices to taste.
Steam for six hours. Serve with whipped cream
sweetened with maple sugar.

and such a merry time! After grand-
pa had asked a blessing on the food,
he carved the turkey and supplied our
waiting plates bountifullly with any
piece we wished, together with all man-
ner of good things in the way of veg-
etables. A rice pudding with plenty of
raisins, pumpkin pies and rosy-cheeked
apples served for dessert, and our only
scrrow was that we could eat so little.
After dinner we children played games
in the kitchen, around the fireplace that
was used when there was no fire in the
cook-stove. Here we popped corn,
cracked nuts, told fairy stories and
played blind-man’s buff while the older
ores “visited” in the “keepin’-room”
until the time came to return home.

—A. M. M.
TRBK-
A New Big Game Country.

Field and Stream says that Jack Hy-
land, of Telegraph Creek, which is
away off towards the Arctic Circle,
came into Victoria a few days ago with
some extraordinary stories of the mys-
terious North. He is a son of Tele-
graph Creek’s pioneer trader, and
knows every foot of the country about
the Stikeen and Skeena rivers. He
says that within sixty miles of Tele-

hunting on the American continent to-
day. The list of game includes big
cinnamon, silvertip and grizzly bears,
moose, caribou, elk, black-tail deer and
wolves, with enough mountain sheep
and white goats to make it interesting,
and an occasional musk-ox thrown in
for good measure. Lynx, beaver,

‘| northern panther (whatever that may

be), and many smaller animals are
countless. Geese and ducks he does
he does not attempt to count, but just
lumps them off by the million, and the
streams and lakes contain, according
to his version, only enough water to
float the numbers of fish that swim in
them.

graph Creek is the finest big game
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¥ hristmas Decorations.

The custom of recent years in giv-
ing the home a festive appearance for
Christmas is one to be highly com-
mended.

The use of holly and mistletoe, the
plants sacred to Christmas, 1s now very
general, and as they are abundant in
our markets, as well as cheap, every
household may be made bright with
them. In parlors and sitting-rooms,
wreaths, ‘crowns and festoons can be
arranged over mantels and windows,
as well as hung from lamps andjover
pictures.

For the Christmas dinner-table, a
large bowl of holly leaves, with the
berries, make a beautiful centre-piece;
while tiny bunches of holly laid at each
plate brighten the table wo_nderfully.
Cakes may be ornamented with candy
designs of holly, while ices may be
molded and colored in the same style.
If in remote localities it is not possible
to obtain holly and mistletoe, green
of some other variety should be pro-
cured, as the display of artificial
wreaths of holly is bad taste. All-over
greens, such as pine, cedar, spruce,
etc.,, can be utilized, and berries of
scme sort arranged with these can be
made into beautiful decorations. When
chrysanthemums are yet blooming,
they add greatly to the beauty of the
table; the bright yellow and dark crim-
son are particularly appropriate for the
Christmas dinner-table.

In arranging the table, the cakes,
bon-bons, nuts and fruits may be
placed on it at the beginning, and will
give it a festive appearance, rendering
very little additional decoration neces-
sary.

To serve an informal Christmas din-
ner with as little trouble to the family
as possible should be the aim of every
housekeeper. The soup may be placed
at each plate before dinner is announ-
ced, the turkey carved at the table and
passed with the vegetables, the salad
and dessert dished by the hostess.
By the exercise of good judgment and
management, the dinner may thus be
served with simple elegance even in
the humblest household.
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Six Cents for One.

“Give me a cent, and you may pitch
one of the rings,” said a man to a boy;
“and if the ring catches over a nail,
I’ll give you six cents.”

That seemed fair enough, so the boy
handed the man a cent and took a ring.
He stepped back to the stake and tos-
sed the ring, and it caught in one of
the nails that were fastened in a board.

“Will you take six rings and pitch
again, or six cents?” asked the man.

“Six cents,” was the answer; and
two three-cent pieces were put in his
l:and.

The boy stepped off, well satisfied
with what he had done, and probably
not having any idea that he had done
wrong. A gentleman who was stand-
ing near had watched him, and now,
before the boy had time to look about
to rejoin his companions, laid his hand
on his, shoulder.

“My lad, this is your first lesson in
gambling,” said the gentleman. |

“Gambling, sir?” said the boy, ques-
tioningly. ;

“You staked your penny and won
six pennies, did you not?’ agked the
gentleman.

“Yes, I did,” replied the boy.

“You did not earn them,” said the
gentleman, “and they were not given
to you. You won them, just as gam-
blers win money. You have taken the
first step in the path. That man has
gone through it, and you can see the
end. Now, I advise you to go and
give the six cents back and ask the
man for Yyour penny, and then stand
square with the world, an honest boy
again,

The boy had hung his head, but
raised it quickly; and his bright, open

look .as he said, “I'll do it!” will never
be forgotten. He ran back, and soon
er_nerged from the ring looking hap-
pier than ever. That was an honest

boy.—Selected.

Canada’s Need.

Canada’; greatest need to-day is for
powerful young men. We have in this

.country a “splendid heritage. Our in-

stitutions and our laws are marks of
the highest civilization, Our wealth
in farms, forests and mines is almost
beyond our ability to compute. We
have ample opportunity for growth.
The wide expanse of our territory and
the immense distances in this, young
country force us to breadth of view
and largeness of outlook. We are just
beginning to comprehend the gravity
of our responsibilities and the char-
acter of the opportunities which are
thrusting themselves upon us. We
stand upon the threshold of national
greatness. The problems awaiting our
solution are many and difficult. ‘The
need of the hour is for young men of
strength, young men of brain and
brawn, young men of courage and
character, integrity and honor. This
country has work for the leaders and
work for the lead. But those who
have power to originate, design, plan
and execute are in greatest demand.
Men are required who will take great
pains, who do things thoroughly, mas-
ter details, and are not confused with
the pressure of duties; men who know
the value of time and will seize an op-
portinity; men who put their hearts
into each daily task, whose enthusiasm
creates enthusiasm in their fellows.
They must be strong in body, strong
in morals, and- strong in mind. They
must be trained thinkers and skilled
workmen. Conditions are changing

compete with the forces of nature har-
nessed in steel. The motive power of
this age and country is the brain of the
man who knows how to think, and
works up to the limit of his know-
ledge.—C. C. C.
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Around the World.

Within three months Germany could
put in the field 5,600,000 men, 195,000
horses and 4,864 guns.

Out of every 1,000 of the world’s
population 264 owh King Edward as
their sovereign.

Manhattan Island, on which . New
York now stands, was originally
bought from an Indian chief for about
$25.

lation use bread as a daily article of
food. Nearly one-half of the people
of the world subsist chiefly on rice.

Denmark, which produces an im-
mense quantity of butter, has an aver-
age of one cow for every two inhabi-
tants.

On a grave in a cemetery at Chi-
chester, there is a wreath which at first
glance appears to be a coral. In re-
ality it is composed of human bones.
The bones were collected during his
travels by the deceased, who carved
them with a penknife and formed them
into a wreath which now adorns his
grave.

A Russian sailor, a deserter from his
ship, recently gave himself up to a
crew of British seamen on the guano
island of Leone, saying that he desired
to renounce his allegiance to the Czar
and to become a subject of King Ed-
ward. The British sailors were puz-
zled how to naturalize the man, so
they held a consultation on the sub-
ject.  Finally, after the Russian had
abjured his country, every British tar
present threw a bucket of water over
him, and thus his nationality was
washed off.

(%7 OF THE 01D GUNS.
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rapidly. Man’s muscle alone cannot -

Only one-third of the world’s popu-_
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