
Jlliistrated Canadian ForcstY v Ilagazinc, Janniary, 192f.

Thb Prairie tree planter, Mr. J. Caldwvell, of Virdlen, Manitoba, lias buit u p a reai farrm asset. photo-graph shows a stand'of pure Èussian poplar, 28 years old, froin cuttings. The stand wouJld lie the hetterfor a little thinning out, coupird with under planting with spruee.

stroye I every vestige of forest growth
that dares to show itself above the grass.

This forest advance lias taken place
inost rapidly of course where the rainfaîl
bias been greatest but even in the very
(lriest parts of the country we find the
saile thing taking place. One notable
instance occurs about 10 or 12 miles west
of Macleod on a spot where there is now
nearly haîf an acre of native poplar
whete, 20 years ago there was nothing
of the kind. It is rnost sîgnificant tbat
that bluff bas a broad road. on one side
ami a steep cut banik on the other, which
form a most efficient fire guard.

So much for nature's success in tree
growing on the dlry Prairie.

Knowing these tbings gives us plenty
of confidence in our ability to grow aIl
the trees we want if we adopt the right
nuethods. Nature shoul(l be able to teach
us these mletbods and s0 we go to our
little native bluffs to find how she man-
ages.

First, thouigh, we have to rernember
that ail growth on the Prairie be it wheat,
grass or trees, is a mratter of mloisture.
(;iven plenty of mloistuire, we can have
plenty of growth. And the interesting
thing is we have plenty of rain for ouir
crops ilost years if we coulfi only tise ail
of it. That is our trouble, the storing of

the moisture for the tise of the crops.
Yý\'henil we talk of storing, natuirally we
think of losses and how they occur; for
if xve know where the losses are, wve
rnay be able to (d0 something to prevent
thlent

!'herc The Rainifali Goes.
There are five ways in which otur rain-

faîl is (iisposed of:
(1) Run off. The running of the rain

and melting snow into couilees andt being
lost thatý way.

(2) Sinking (lOWn into lower reaches
of the soul and so feeding springs else-
where.

(3) Transpiration throuigh the leaves
of plants in the function of living.

(4) The sun's heat, and
(5) Drying ont by the action of the

xvind.
Rtunning off we have in plenty 0o1 the

Prairie as can_ easily be seen iii wet
wveather or Spring. Fl' ods in our creeks
and rivers are the resuilt. We can pre-
vent a great deal of it by plowing dleep
andl leaving the surface of ouir fields loose
s0 that tile ramn as it falis niay rea(iily
enfer, to be uisel later by growing plants.

There is very litile, i f anly, loss on the
Prai rie f rom water sinking into the lower
soil to appear again as springs. We raYe-
y ]lave rain enoughi for that.


