6. CORRESPONDENCEREIJAHNG TO THE

The I’ostm-lster General to the Lords of the Treasury ‘

V.[V Lords, = " General Post Office,. 16 Augu st 1858.
- Wit reference to Mr. Stephenson s Ietter of the 13th instant, enclosing copies
of letters from the Admiralty and from Mr. Cunard respecting the. proposal for -
inserting a clause in the contract for the North American mail service, -requiring
~ the contractors to provide a suitable room in each of the packets for sorting letters
‘durmrv the voyage, I have the honour to obaerve, that. not;wxtlw'can(‘hnfr the objee-
tions nmde to that proposal, I am of opinion that the clause cuggested should Dbe -
" introduced into the contract, leaving the question how far it may be desirable or
expedient to make usc of the power to be thus obtained for future determination.

Your Lordships may be quite sure that the Post Oﬂicc dep‘;rtment will -not
recommend the adoption of ‘any scheme by which the safety of ‘the correspond-
~ ‘ence, or of the vessels conveymn- it, will:be end'm«ered ‘

"The statement of Mr. Cunard, that “a pass'we is frequent]y made when it
“would be 1mpos'31b1e to. open the hatches on any one day without incurring great
‘risk from shipping a sea,” i3 one more especially for, the consideration’ ot the
Adxmmlt) ; but L beg to observe, that even admitting the full force of this objec-
- fion, it might still be found. pr’lctlcable to havea commumcatwn between  the -

proposed sortmo--room and the mail-room without opening the hatches, although-
3 necessity mwht arise, in order to effect that object, for altetmfr the pos1t10n of
the room in w hlc]l the mails are dep051ted. O

The observations of Mr. Cunard respecting the rxak to wlnch rqﬂwa,y bonds ‘
- and similar securities may be exposed if the mails be sorted on board, and ‘the
_probability that the measure would not be favourably regarded by the United
States Government, appear to mie to be rather out of place in-the present inquiry,
~which is simply whether the contractors shall be bound ‘to provide the necessary
space for sorting lettevs, if required by the Board of Admlmlty; such objections.-
w 1]] of course, be duly weighed before the arran gement is actuq]lv carried into effect..

I think it rm’ht however, to remark, that no q.ttempt will ever be made to sort
the Uhited States corrcqpondcnce duuno' the voyage without the full concurrence
of the United States Post Office; and furthel that it may hereafter be deemed -
expedient to sort the letters, &e. to and from the North Amem(,‘m Provmccs, and
~ to lca.ve the Umted Qto.tes mails undlsturbed

‘ ‘ ‘ I ha\re, &e.

. (signed) Coldzes!m .

Treasury Minute, dateu 21 Aurrust ]858

WRITI: to thc Postmaster Gener'tl that after the decided ez\pressmn of opnuon :
‘ by the Board of Admiralty as to the danger which would be incurred by the
“adoption of the plan proposed for sorting: the letters on board the North Amerxc'ux ‘

mail steamers, my Lords feel that they should not be justified in insisting. upon -

the insertion in the contract of the clause su estcd by the Postmaster General

- My Loxds feel conhdcnt Towever, that "\Iessrs. Cun:ud will readlly afford. ev exy ‘
‘ facﬂm for the advantage: of the pubhc service in this or m, any other 1e<pect whicis
can be adopted with safety ‘ ‘ S

, Acquamt Admu,a.‘l‘ty.




