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Hm the operation of this law has been gr eaﬂv to increase the mlmd mlpm tation mtof v
(,.mad.l of vavious articles the produce of fmewn countries, such as teas, wme, fruit, sugar,

coffee, molasses and others, so much as to cause a sensible diminution of the i lmport of these
‘ drudes by the St.. Lawvence; and your petitioners, in corroboratlon of the statement, solicit

~ your attention to the fact, that in. the article of sugar alone, the importation into Canada
~_ from the port of Oswego, in the United States, amounted in 1845 to 1,600 hogsheads, and -
. previons to the enactment of the Drawback Bill, the exportation from that port did not.

" amount to 50 horrshewds, and further, that the i 1mportat\on of Mnscovado sugar, by the river.
- St.Lawrence, in 1844 was 8,17 ,H81 pounda, :md in 184.), ‘2,833,240, bem" a diminution
© of 5,324,341 pounds.

That the cause of the increased miand mpm‘tamns mto Cavada of these arucles dnounh

the Umted Stateg, and 1he"diminution of \(u m\pmts by the chanuel of the river St. Law- o

rence, is, in the opinion of your petitioners, 1o be attributed to the American Drawback
Bifl, the existence of the imperial duties on imports by the St. Lawrence, and the lu«her
. olls on onr canals as compared with the tolls in the United States. :
‘That the effect of the existence of the imperiaf duties on imports b} seq, in con]uncnon

- with the Drawback Bill, is to erect a burrier to'the passage through our canals of the pro-

- duce of foreign countries and Brisish mnnuﬁxcmre:, Aud 10 neunalue the benefit to be
derived by Her Majesty’s subjects in Canada in- construeting those magnificent works ac

- an enormous expense, and, in fact, to enact a penalty on their being used a state of tlmms

that never could have been contemplated when these works were commenced
Your petitioners, therefore, respectfully suggest, that the imperial duties under the Act of

8 & 9 Vict,, . 93, on all flour and provisions imported into this provinee by inland navi-

gation, be repealed, and that such articles so imported and conveyed throngh the channel
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of the river St La\\rcnce, to a shipping port, should acquire a colonial character, and be
admitted. into the United Kingdom on the same terms as the produce of the provinee, and
-~ that the imperial dutxes ou all i importations by sea only be also repealed.

Your petitioners }nesume (o suppose that these measures wonld not dir ectl) or md\recd\' '

“be prejudicial to British interests, while they would secure to this’ province a Jarge. inland

~carrying-trade, employ British capital, create an extra demand for labour, i increase the con-

:umptmn of British wanufactures, augment the revenue of our splendid canala, and above

all, give further employment to’ British shipping, especially in the conveyance of flour and

. provisions imported inland for exportation to Britich ports, which is made manifest by

consideration of the fact, that upwards of one-third of their cost cansists in the incidental -

_ charges of inland tmnsportatlon and Atlantic freights; and your petitioners further presume
" 10 suppose, that an extensive infand trade once established through the channel of the

. St. Lawrence, would continue to flow in that dnectlon after the cause that dwerted it from '

- other outlets to the ocean had ceased to exist.

Your petitioners perceive that the article of timber is one of those w\nch it is intended by -
Her Majesty’s Ministers to protect to a certain estent, by reducing the present difterential

: dmy from 25s. 1o 155, per load; but they beg 10 observe, that the present is an apparent,
not a real protection, inasmuch as the ¢ 'uerage rate of freight between timber imported from
the Bahic and North America is fully 20s. per load in favour of the Baltic, from the greater
distance from America to Great Britain, reducing thereby the real protection to about 5s.
per load ; and if the apparent protection is reduced 1o 15s. per load as conteraplated, it wifl
in effect be equivalent to 2 premium in favour of Baltic timber of 5s. per load; and it is
important also to" observe, that that very distance, which thus places calonial mnber in so

- disadvantageous a position, makes the North American colonial wrade the great nurser y for
Britisi seamen, and prowotes the shippiug iuterests of the United: ngdom. "

“Your pentloners, therefore, ‘réspecttully sug"est, that the proposed reduction of duty on
B.1It1c timber of 5s. per load, 5th April 1847; 5s., 5th April 1848, be reduced to 2s. 6d.

‘per load at those respective dates and that' the comemph\ed tcducnon in t.he duty on sawn

umbex be reduced propor nonate}y o ‘
‘ b Bv oxdel of the Councll of the Bomd of 'lxade, o

C - (sm\ed) "W. WaLkER (L. s.), Pnesndent.
Quebec, 16 March 1846 S L W STEVENSON- Hon, Sec. o
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o Com of a DESPATCH from the Governor the Earl CA’I‘HCABT, K C B‘, to the
Lo Rwht Honourable W. E. GLapsToNE. ©
Snr S - Government House, Montreal, 27 March 1846

Ar the requcqt of the Montle'\l Board of Trade, I submit for your considera- -

- tion a Memorial addressed to you by that, body praying the 1epeal of certain

1\0. 10
Govemm Yarl
Cathcart to Mr.

- Secretary Glad- R f
. -stooe,
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dutics imposed by the. Imperial Statute 4 &5 Vlct c. 49 upon vamous artxcles o

1mporﬁed futo Camda ﬁom f‘orewn state ‘ s
X : \ : ~ : R Ihave, &c. »
(swned) CATHCART.; :
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