92

persons here to take charge of our custom
houses. A good deal has been said about
the power of Parliament. Parliament has no
daubt considerable power—it has been esid
that is able to do snything but make a man
s womsn. It would be a pity that thius
should be done now, for the poor girls find
it diffioult enough now to find husbands. But
the power of Parliament is limited to a cer-
tain extent : suppose it psssed an Act to burn
the city of Halifax It is said they could do
#0; but could they sastan it by publioc opin-
ion? An Aot just as bad has been parsed.
If they passed an Aot to burn up sll our
houses, we could rebuild them, if our ships
are lost, we oan make new ones; but liberty
and freedom, onge gone, are really lost One
argument sgainst this measure, and the
strongest, is that the people do not want 1t.
The men who brought this measure forward
know as well a# we do that we do not want it.
They told dreadful stories on every ocoasion.
I remember one gentleman saying that the
Canadians owned 7,000,000 tons of shipping,
whereas the fact is Uﬁper Canada has not as
much shipping as Nova Ssotis by a good
deal. Icannot understand the action of the
late Legislatare. The idea of men sent here
with certain powers voting themselves out of
power, and going back to their constituents
aud telling them g0, is a palpable absurdity.
What would my constituents say 1f I told
them that I had not only voted myself out of
power, but had algo handed over their rights
to othera?

Now I believe that the expenditure of $20,-
000,000 0 connection with the Intercolomal
Railroad had a great desl to do with the pas-
sage of this measure, Certain persons will
get big commissions. Then some people
hiked to bave it said—they had got the rail-
way —notoriety is very dear to many per-
sons—for instance, the man who set the Tem-
ple on fire The Attorpey General told us we
held our stitutions from the Queen, IfI
mistake pot the Canadians had their repre-
sentative institutions granted by the Imperial
Parliament. There 1a a difference, therefore,
hetween ths two To think we should enter
into Union with over a milhon of French
Canadiang These people buy httle or no-
thing, as compared with ourselves; I know
it from my knowledge of the same class of
persons 1n New Brunswiock. A French author
has sa1d that France is the brain of the world;
but I don’t know about that At all events,
in my opinion, this Nova Scotia is the brain
of British North Awmerica In the feudal
days loyalty was very well; but now-a-days
there 18 & good deal of bread aud butter
about1t. I think I am loyal myself, but I do
not make so much talk about 1t as some per-
gone; I show my loyalty by my acts As
respects these resolutions, I shall vote for
them As respccts Repeal, I hope we will
getat; but I am not 5o sanguine as some are
If we do not get it, what then? Woll, we
have to suffer, we have to be a second Po-
Iand; it will come to that The world may
pity us, but what good will thatdo? I would
just gay to this House and to the people,
every Nova Scotian who has a soul should
ptep forward and get rid of this hateful Union
The hon. member for Inverness talked about

poigon bags. A great many persons have
auch things; but they keep them quiet; he
unties his and scattera the contents broadeas)
over the House. I have seen eo much of the
poison that now I am not frightened at it
1 sm a good deal like the Eastern monarch
that fed on poison, and 801t lost 1its effeet
upon him.

MR. »U lu)a(:s SPEECH.

Mr Puspy said:—At this late etage of the
debate, when the subjeot has been exhausted,
I would much prefer giving a silent vote, bat
looking at the question in all its aspects, and
knowing the importance of the great issne

- before the country, I feel that I would notbe

fully diecharging my duty if I gave a milent
vote. I shall not attempt to make any lengthy
remarks, because it 18 already pretty much
exhausted

I feel, sir, that tho importance of the quess
tion demands that we should give it a eareful
consideration, and advance every important
1dea that can be brought out, in order that
the matter may be laid fairly before the coun-
try and before the British Government to
whom we appeal I will not detain the
House at great lengty., but I wish to review
the principal branches of the subject. Our
first Assembly met 1n 1758,—we were govern-
ed for years by an irresponsible government,
—the Governor surrounded himeelf with
whom he pleased, and the country had no
power to make him change hiscouncillors, so
that the opinions of the people would be re-
fleoted. It was soon found that & government
of that kind did not promote the prosperity
of the country;—and the people spoke out,
demand.ng a more just and equitable distri~
bution of the patronage and power, and re-
quired that they should have the control
which rightfully belonged to them. I will
not delay to narrats the means by which No-
va Scotians at length came to enjoy the pri-
vileges of & free pcople They had a right to
a free government,—they had shown them-
selves a loyal people, and had striven hard to
mamtain the British flag 1n this country
The thirteen old colomies felt the Stamp Act
grievous to bear,—on its pagsage they mani-
fested every sign of displeasure and regret,
and finally rebelled, but Nova Scotia remained
loyal and troe even to this hour. We showed
a loyalty in our early history in bringing
the mlitia to defend this city at various times,
and whilst the eettlers in 1he country dis
triots were clearing their Jands and bulding
their bouses with one hand they were defends
ing their families from the sitacks of the
Indians and other enemies with the other. I
might also narrate & long chapter of events
ocourring in 1812 when the war with the
United States broke oat, and our people were
called upon to suffer many privations Pri-
vateers infested the coast, harasming our fish-
ermen and destroying our commerce, and
then, sir, our House of Assembly, although
the revenues were very small, gave a large
grant of money to aid the militia, fittingout
armed boats, and preparing for the defence,
not of only our homes but of the British
flag on thia exde of the Atlantic I am the
descendant of DBritish loyalists, and I feel



