
THE CANADIAN QUEEN.

IlWhat do you tbinlz bas cone to, lier, boy?1" asked the
father anxiausly.

Il I arn atraid she's hurt," Joe said, Ilshe's been clirnbîng
round and &fel."

IlHere's lier liair-ribblon," cried lier miotiier burstinginto
a f resh flood of tears.

Joe took it fromî the inother's band, clîokiîîg dowvn a
queer lump in lus tbroat,

IlWell," lie said, "ll'Il be off, 1 wan't wait for the rest,
they can go where they like."

"There's goin' to b e a stornu," called the fatiier, Iltake a
coat or souietbin' ta lziver you." But Joe -vas dowîî the
raad fallowed by Rover, wvho barkadjoyfuily and ran alîead
at every fresb turn of the rond, as if to sbow tue way.
When lie reaclîed the edge of the swanip, lie tied bis horse
to a tree, for the under bruslî' and fallen trees w'ere so
thick tlîat hie wvauld bave sturnbled and fallen. Piitting
bis rifle over luis shoulder, lie struck inta the swarnp fol-
lawing Rover, wvbo still kept up an anxiaus bai-king, lest
Joe's zeal shoulcl flag. Foolisb boy, lie bad broughit no
lantern, andc the dark clouds covered the sky making it
almaist impossible to pick bis way thraughi the forest.
Suddenly a flash of ligbtniug darting tbrouglu tue darkness
revealed n sight whicli froze lus bload. Twva bears, roused
b>' tbe cracklingaf the brush underJoe's feet, wvere evidant>'
preparing tîeisel'-es for battle. The friand]>' clarknass
however, carne between tiient and Joe hîurried oui. .After a
few mîinutes, Rover stopped, wbining and coaxing Joe,
wvho got on lus knees and crept along, feeling sure lie was
near tbe lost girl. 11e rnoved bis band slowly over tbe
grass as bie wvent on. The storoe was now raging; noNi and
tiien bie could bear a tree fallîng, could distinguisb during
the gleanîs of ligbitniig thiat lie wvas in the beaut of the
swanîp. Mien ns n terrible flash lighted up the «round
around luin, lie sawv not threc yards awvay a white aruî raised
in appeal and boeardl Bell's voice: IlOh, if only Joe knew,
if lie were bere!»

I amu hiere, Bell," Joe vhispered, thinking of the bears,
for hae felt sure thîey wvere follo'ving hirn, Ilwhîat is the
duatter, Bell, have you hurt yourself 1 "

IlI don't know," answvered Bell, IlI fell acî'oss an old
troc, my foot is twistecl sorne way, ancd ry back ; oh, 1
cani't mayae."

"9Never mind, l'il stay witlî you till your fatber cornes,
1 think I bear then naw." In thue distance lie thîouglit lie
heard a horn. It muust be the umen comnîg. The storrn
bad passed and the mni shone Bitfully betwveen the treas.
But anotlier noise startled lim, it wvns the crackling of thie
brusb, and the hieavy, shîuffling tramp of feet, not humuait.
Ha started ta his feet and put biis rifle to bis slioulder.
H1e did not tell Bell of the danger. H1e wvas speeLlîiless
witlu borror. H1e wvas alone witb a hielpless girl and twvo
buiugry bears to figlut, but ha wvas no coward, tbis, jiot too
strong boy. H1e kna-w thiat it wvould not do to fira in the
face of bis foe, but to aimi at lus $ide i: as to reacb bis
lieart. Ha crouchued in the grass, tryiuîg ta keep luis bran
cool, aîud lisi ai steady, and Nvaited. WVlile lie was

tbinking tha buge forinu of Mr. Bruin carne in sight, fol-
lowed by bis miate. Joe raised himself front tha grass, toak
aimu and fired. The bail went whera Joe intanded it,
straight to the beart of the foe. The great brute rolled
aver. Thien Joe sprang to bis feet, for Mrs. Bruin,luungry
and eîîraged, clambared aver tbe dead body and ]ifted bier-
self on bier Iîind legs to grapple witlb Joe. Quick as a flash
without any previaus thought, bie ran tlîe muuzzla of his
rifle into tlue rnouth of the bear, and pushed wvith. ail bis
strengtli, until tbe animal clîoking and strugglixig fell back.
wvard over the brandi of a tree Joe, excitad now, with a
courage bomn of desperation, kept lis rifle stili tbrust into
the rnouth and tluront of tha bear. Ha could feal tbe blood
running down bis back fromn soute wvound. Ha feit bis

strengtu going away. iRover lay dead not far away. Bell

could not lift herseîf ta sea, but she knew some terrible

struggle was going on. Joe looked up to, the sky and
cried, IlOb, God, bielp us !" Ah! there is tlue sound of a
born I Yes, and a gun is firad 1 and mean are coming!
Nearer and nearer the sound of tbeir voices and the

trarnplîng. Ali, thiera is Mîck, thie Squire's bired man, the
Squire hinself, and a dozen othiars.

.Joe did tiot know any muore for several bours. Wbeii
they raised Bell ta pince hieur on a litter of brancbes, sbte
fainted awvay, and knew nothing of the tadious jaurne>',
wlien the moen took turns in carrying the littar until she
was laid tendarly on hei awn bed.

Joe recovared quickly, his wound baing only a scratch of

the bear's clawv. But Bell lIad montlis of pain, before thea
doctor pronouncad on lier case at ail, thien the verdict wvas,
that perhaps iii timai, as site was young, sbte might be able
to walk, but for several years site wvas ta lie on a coucb.

The neigbbors said thîey guessed Bell Higgins was over
bier capers, but tliey nuissed bier ringing laugli and kind
words, andi, as of toin bappons the>' ceased to rail, and began
ta recount lier good deeds, whicu so far outweigbed lier
inerry rominpngs, thiat every ana came to the conclusion it
would be n good thîing to sea bier strong again.

Joe's miotbar, who was sihanthy thankful thiat lier boy
wvas spaî'ed, lîovered around bitii for saveral days, dressing
lus wound and doing useless things.

IlMýotbei,," said Joe, Il<I wvant ta tell you about that
niglut inu the woods, no one wvill undarstand it like you.»

IlWhTiat wvas it, Joe 1" asked his maother.
"Wb%7y, wlîan I thîougbt aIl hope wvas gone I faît sa weak

tliat 1 couldn't keap on trying ta strangla the bear any
longer, 1 prayed ; I asked Gad ta lîelp us auud tlîat mîinute
1 beard the haros and the men came."

W~ell, Joe, wbat of that ?"
Why, tuother," said Joe, IlI shahl always believe in

Goci; Ha answered nue su soon."
IlOh, Joa," said luis mother, Ilit's easy ta believe in Hinu,

whan Ha answvers lika thuat, it's bard wben H1e doesn't heau
and doesni't answer."

Il Iotuar," asked Joe, Ilyau're thinking of Libbia, amn't
you 1 'i Why, H1e answerad you, only He tookz Libbie ta


