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The Nova Scotia School Curriculum. necessary qualifications. The curriculum of the normal
sehool and the syllabus of examination have been modified

David Allison, Esq., LL. D.,, Superintendent of to promote this part of our school work, while outoide of

Education for Nova Scotia, commients as follows on our regularly established educational agencies it isproper

the practical resuits, go far, of the Provincial course that I ;hould acknowledge the special stimulus and aid
of sudyin is anua reprt:which the movement bas received from the Summer Sehool
of sudylu ie anua reprt:of Science, elsewhere noted ini tbis report, and from the

The returna included in Table VI.. indicate that the regu. EDIJCATIO14AL REviEw, a periodical of a very high order,
lative influence of the prescribed course o! study upon the devoted to the interesta o! our maritime achoolis, sud marked

methods, order, aud subjccts o! instruction in the Public by the prominence given to science and to experimental
achools, is year by year incressing. Certain studies are of a methods of teaching its principleis.
fundaniental character; they constÎtute the true substance_____________

o! aIl education. On the intellectual side, the utility of a Superinl.endent's Report of Education lin New
common school is primarily to be measured by the efficiency Brnsowick.
with which these branches, sometimes called I"instrumental, "
as furnishing the key to aIl advanced or special knowledge, There is a satisfactory degree of activity sud progress in

are tauglit. From this point o! view it is gratifying to îearn the several aspects of the service. À large number of new

on the testimon)y o! our most observant aud experieneed school-houses have been built, others substantially repaired,

educators, that these rudimentary subjects were neyer so sud many supplied with suitable furniture sud needed

well taught in so mnany schools as since other useful, though appliances, while many school-grounds aud premises have

in a strictly educational sense, less essential branches, have been made places of neatness, beauty sud attractivenesa.

been incorporated in the working seheme of st,,dies. The inuer work of the sehools, as attested by the inspectors,

The influence o! the course of study to which I have re- has been carried on with undiminished efficiency.

ferred, is particularly noticeable in the considerable increases rhi8 begins Superintendent Crocket's report; and

reported !rom year to year in the number o! pupils receiving it is encouraging to note the evidence of general
instruction outaide of the purely instrumentary branches. rges
A begiuning, at lest, hau been made in teaching in an in-prres

formai way the elernents of science toi the pupils o! the Irregular attendlance, and a consequent falling off
ordinary grades. Natural science is uow occupying a more in the daily average ie a matter of regret. The
and more important place in education, sud the day pre- Superintendent shows the lose to parente and pupils,
dicted by a great writer, 1;when ignorance o! its primary adsget httahr s i hi nlec o
facts and laws will be regarded as a defect second only toi seue sggethat eacbere us althei nlunce toalyb
ignorance of the primary laws of religion and moraîity, " i secr rae euaiyo tedne seiyb

probably not far off. If science then meaus a knowledge of freqnent visits to parents.

nature, and if it is worth studying at ail, it would be diffi-to hhaneedd
cuit to show good ressort for exc&udiug it fromn any scheme The revised course of study, t hc netne

o! elementary education. Definite instruction in a particu- reference wau made in the March REVIEW, is

lar science, with its generalizations and use o! teclinical printed in the report, and separate copies have since

ternis, should not be demanded until the pupil's powers been placed lu the bande o! the teachers of the

have been gradually unfo:ded sud the way N en led up province.
to it by a course of pre iminary training carfil Iv Aapted

toi the end in view. This preliminary trainin% .. s1Uhape In regard to teachers' salaries. it je gratifyiug to

o! simle object lessons, shouid begin with the openiug o! note that the salaries of flrst-claee teachers, both maie

sehool life; sud nothing seems better established than that and female, show a slight increase over the preceding
in this informaI untechuical way, the observing sud induct-

ive faculties may be beneficialIy trained, sud a good sud year, and the Superintendent observes: "An efficient

varied kuowledge o! important principles and phenomena school service le not only the beet protection to society

acquîred. Lu our own case the comiplete realization of such but it is the cheapeet, even at a cost mach in excesa

a system o! instruction must be the work o! time. Until of the present rates."

recently, the training o! Most o! our teachers was exclusive-

ly literary, their licenses hsving been Obtsined without the Secondary education is provided for by forty-fonr

mastery of the simpicat elemeuts of a single science. This superior and fourteen grammar echools. rhe former

fact itself interposcd a serious obstacle to the introduction are represented in an efficient condition, aud have

o! scientiflc teaching. Then many teachers, perhaps not awakened in the districts in which they have been

unnaturally, !ailed to understand precisely whst was ex- etbile ra dctoa neetadatvt.

pected, sud augmeuted real diffcultics by iîiventing imagin- Ofstbhed a great c tiona h uinteet aiy

ary ones. Stîli it is fe.t that in view of ahl the circum- 0f the gramma achod teSprtnd t as

stances of the case, s satisfactory beginning lias been made. These schools as constituted are teachingasmciuda

With true professions! spirit many teachers have made it a effectively as they can teacli, but this flsshrinbh

Inatter o! pride snd bonor to obtain, by special effort, the cases o! what it ought to bc. My view as to their inadequate


