'md lewrn it my f  father be yct r urnul uml suy'
“Twould apCﬂL with' lum when he van find lnn" W
come 1o me.” 5
Bertlia, ste lg o composc her merr_v l’qce
 into hecoming gravity, Jeft Lhe apartment in abe-
B lllL‘llLC to the command of Ler young mistress,
“rand, 10 the afwm of Sie Enguertard, passed into
lln. corridor,—f{or, whatever ml"ht have heen his®
* emotivns of pleasure duringg the seene just des-
cribed, hie wished not to betray that he had overs
< heard ir, ,lllou"h circimstauces not ofhis own
- seeking, bus which he coufd senvecly find it in his
-+ heart Lo deprecnte, had placed him in the puamon'
of a listener. | Yet had any’ fnportant sceret bieen
.+ divulged, any snered sorrow” ponured into- the ear
ot sy’ mp.uh), he would at sy riske have endea-
. o -voured to make goud his retreat.” But the playful
badinage hich atone wet. bis ear was too flat-
S tering to his hopes, 1 and told » tale too dc‘u' to his
“hesirt, for ]nm willingly to. turn aw: ity llom it. .
\hcn, zhmufuu.- he saw ]lullm cnter thy cor-

¥ behind her }lmv then nu.m "uo:l
:to u,:u\pc hum his pr cscub aw l\\\llﬂl

‘ nddrcasuur l.he loul} Guhxullo, hu was auﬂu‘uw E

¢ .t escupie | hitm, never perhups to retur. - Another

T instang ‘and he nn"hnslnnd in her presence, meet %
' du. soft ‘glance ok hier eye, umd hear the tones of 3

lu.r sweet voice jn gentle reply to his. | But enly 2
for, onu luuk momtent he Listened to the voice of
the’ tempter., Should by thusabuse the friendship §
. -and the love ol one, who welcomed him with con- k

‘. fiding kindncss. te his house, and manifested

" towards him the tender. regard ofa father? and

- the u.udyansweroru heure, which never a\\cnul 2

from honour or from duty, ultered, o,
" Obedient :ost mandate, he stole softly lou'mls
 the hait' OllL i duor thraugh which thu dnmsel had
departed, tr uaunv tu eseape unsccn, and resolving
‘to wrgp within lns own Ireast lhu stmn"o udven-
e of the night. “But’ it was ot so 10 be, for,
i unpcl ceived by him, tho maidon had urisen hom
Née seat, ind np[u'om'hed a'vasd of flowers that i
stuml upon 0 pcdeslnl in vxeu ol the daor which
his purpose to gin. " By asudden gesfure, ;
}
1

|8

'<hu lurned Jwround mul caught o glimpse-of his
mu\mg figure.. She thought. it Bertlia,  and,
dmn mg, met:him. fuce to Fuec—kncw him—so
vight - blush : ‘thal ‘mantled on:her eheck

and 1hen, withont word or shricl, drew

dost agnin repe:
thee here tumght.

return, lhou \\lll: not mrhul
1lus. and I shall hear” away with me ' dear aud |
prccmu.s hopc. nml kis ‘voice,
rem}:led witl tcmlcr cnmcstnm as hc nd(hcsscd
hew. " .

urdour he canghe hcr hnnd nnd prcssml lt io Iur.

geatly back, p.‘h. and trcmbhu" \\nh
silent emotion. " L el
18 was now- 100 l.llu lo retrent- \\nhuut an
X ‘H\UlllL‘llt :U.\V “him at
vied words' ln; told of the

L.\plxumnon, and the n
ler feet,  In ot few hur

‘mistalee which had led him to enter that past of
the dwelling, of his groping through durke pns-

sages and apartments to find his way (rom it, till

“guided by'a friendiy light he perceived the open

dvor, throiigh which he was in the act of issuing,

_when arrested by ber presence. - 1To left her no
grounds to suppose he fud overhedrd aught her

1; lbut ho
And

m:uden delicacy might wish to con
prayed her to p.udqn his mud\onlunu:.

then, fureibly repressing the impassioned thoughts
that burned within bis breast, he tokl, as enlmly

as he conld, how fecvently he had longed. to
behold her, since. the first hour.of their mecting,
and how carnestly Tie Toped to win sv strong is
hold upon her father's friendship, as to gain lus
sanction, if' ~Iu_ fuxl;'xdo it not; to l.huu' frcu and.
frequent murcaux .

1t the knigh's

\\uln.:,‘ there’ wus
maumiee - that Eindled hummw hlushies
maiden’s cheek, end made ber bnshnll
eveatlr the ardent berms of his. ~ A shig
-in_he distunce sudienty. broke the ahllucs: that

u:wuml 'uouml Ahew. Shc slurlu.l  and qluck as

W Intlmr—-(nﬂow mc, und T mll rrmdu Ihcc m tho
dour by which thou entered.”

$he glided throngh the corridor,.and, nmnon-
ing hun to follvw, spcd swifly on, and in o fow
moments renched the outer deory by a- much
shorter and less intricato way, thaw that w hxah ho

1
i)

had threaded in the dark,
- “Now thou trt safé,” she seid; as, seeing him’

ln_,' his hand upon thie lock, she turned t6 retfaco .
but as -

her steps; “this door leads thee hences;
thon valuest my father's Jove, heware how thet
the error \\Im.lx hnth brouﬂhc

“Dat if thy futher, geitle lndy' sanction my
Tell: me. only

full of ‘enlrenty,

to"

e raised hcr Ioml;, e}c;, lur an mstnur,

ho'=md nnd mth rcmsllcss

» Bless : thee

el;,‘ ye: h

5 words were, cnlm aml mcnsurcd,_ .
pression to lhosr:‘hupc samid
« somewlnt in’ hxs mno nnd :

his fuce, and there- was o hm"un'rc in lhcxr silong ',
hcmm that made lus ]lcnr: ﬂll‘Ol) \ulh new -bom :
oxtacy. -




