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or in rnouldiug thC Free Church after the formation of that imnpor-
tant body. On several occasions, however, lie deliv-red able
speeches on the topics of the 'day, and in various lectures and
essays hie expounded the iprinciples of the Disruption with ability
and eloquence. In the Canadian Chiurcli his influence wvas
decisively felt in mauy important discussions, but hie avoided any
undue prominience in the Church courts, though hie niost faithfülly
and ably discharged wvhatever duties they laid upon him. The
minutes of synod show that hie bore a highily useful and honorable
part in the deliberations of that body, and mnany an important
deliverance wvas framed by his skilful biaud. During the greater
part of its progress lie strenuously opposed the movement wvhich
resulted in the Union of 1861 ; but the writer of this notice may be
allowved to testify to the excellent spirit ini whichi lie accepted that
Union wvhen it liad been accomplis'hed, and to the hearty kiindness,
tru.qtfiulness and ge~oiywith wliicli lie ever trcatcd the newv
brethrcn wvith whlorn lie wvas nowv associated.

The bricfest sketch of Dr. WilIis must refer to bis labors as a
philanthropist. ln Scotland lie wrote and spoke witlî rnuch
earnestness on the subject of the Poor Lawvs. On this question lie
found himiself in opplosition to the illustrions Chialmers, foi- he
ins-istcud on the neccssity of genceral public provision bcing rmade
foi- the poor. We do not propose to discuss the correctniess of bis
,iiewvs, but lus beinevolencc wvas strongly ec'inccd in the zealous and
persistent advocacy of opinions which lie deemned highly important
flot onlv iii tlic interests of the poor but of the entire commion-

lu the ariti-s1averyr movemcnt lic w~as truly a champion. 1-is
speeches on this question were fervid and powerful, and lie ;tood
side by sidc wvith the illustrious meni wlîo aroused the conscience
of Britain upon a grecat and flagrant wrong ; ilor did lie forbear bis
testiinoui' whicneyer- the prJncil)les of frecdorn seemed to bim to bc
conu)prom-ised. To the end of lis life lic enthusiastically supported
every effort to imiprove the condition of the emancipated, anud
noLlîing woulcl more rcadily niiove lîinî ta indigniant protcst tuaxu
inyv attcmipt ta dcfcîîd slavcry from tlîc Bible. He wvould permit
no nian to find an argumcnt for slavcry in tlîc 6ývx5 Of the New
Testament. Many a colored family iii Toronto could speak of the
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