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parents of lier future hiusband for
sorte timie before flue marriage, but
this is flot noxv universal. The
effect of the public betrothal is
good in the main, I think, althoughi
in cases whiere the trothi is brokcen,
there must be some regret that it
had been miade so generally
known.

Perhaps whiat gives strongrest
evidence of the genuine xvorthi and
kindliness of the German character
is the wv in wvhichi they celel)rate
the hioliidavs usuallv associated
witli the home, suchi as the Christ-
nmas lioli(Iays. WTjth theim, hou'-
evcr, it is not Christmas Dav, but
Christmnas Eve that is celebrated.
The whole conception and every
detail of the celebration is directed
to giving as muchi pleasure as pos-
sible to tlic children of the bouse-
hold. Christmas is tlic birthidav of
the Christ-chiid, and it is the
Christ-child that bring-s gladiless
and joxr and Christmas presents to
the German household. 0f a little
01(1 man called Santa Claus, withi
bis reindeer teamn and his trips
(lown the chiminev, thev know no-
thing. It is in the Christmas tree,
with its illuminatc(l and gailv de-
corated boughis, on the toi) of
whiich is fixed an image of the

Christ-child, that the festivities of
the eveningr find their centre. I
can remember as we- returned
home one Christmas Eve throughi
the streets of Breslau, passing
thousands of lighited trees showin1g
thiroughI the windows on our xvav,
how we thoughit of what treasures
of joy and gladness hiad been bc-
stowed on many thousand chiidren
that evening" iii the crowded city.

XXith this testimionv to the kind-
iiness and worthi of the Germnan
character, 1 should like to close.
At the present monment our papers,
are full of talk of war xvithi (3cr-
rnany, and1 of the insuits directed
by thieir officiaIs and newspapers
against: our motherla"d. 0f
course we ail believe that Germany
will prove no match for Engliand
sbould a war break out between
these powers. But those xxlo,
bave, like rnvself, enjoyed the
1genierous hospitality of thie Ger-
mnans, and learned to know their
gýenuine worth, xviii prav with
double fervour that " Peace on
earthi," the message of the Christ-
child to meni, max' 1c miaintained
between the brother races of En"-
lishînen anI Germians-.
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H-e lingerei a littie while at the gatte
.1lusta littie while hmcfcre goiîîg way

And I Faw flic liikspvrik iup at-i pîrettyIîvaml
Tii liecar,%vliat lie biatl t<î sav.

Blit oilly the I>aîîsies kîi,.w-
A inew surprise in their Nouîtltrmiig eyes-,

Shnived nie that tile Pau icskîeNv.

I îciicel n aliemiscutin the air,
Aiiil the snfteneil dlepthl <if thetir tlus,,i

As nnoddilig, the Rloses wilîispereil iicviV,
Aniîd Ilie-y thlirîgt it w,)LS love liv thieir

hîluslî.
But oully the 1asies kulew

.Andl the kuwulclies ini tieir glistening

wit lia softcr lighit. thian the dew.

The~. Firget -îue-nocifiîcl enviisly
As the ecîlîl Lily foliteid Up,

'ncîîscinsvCridiecr goli
\Vitii theit.,Ilun lieart oif lier cul).

Blut <milv the 1>.uïsies kucw.
ilev l'y th( wvise, Sw cet lilohk ini ilieir

eves.
That 'ilie tender Paîîsies; kîîew.

But iliev ave as faithiful w; fa;ir,
~AîîîI <ur secret Nvill lie ini tlhir iari.

TC<îct imui sv vec-tiîess aliml freslier. life
Anîfl lm thliii 14i )iauty apar.

For nuilv the l>ausies lilew!
And none arc so %vise was Ùm- ealieir

cves
Wlin have nt, like ine, the chie.
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