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af Genesis, in the fourtii how those miade ti l'aleszmîe and
Egypt canfirîti the Egyptiani and C anaanitnsh elenient and
ti the sixth how t1icse of t'lc t kî1ta and surrouniding districts
conflrm Uie story of te Exodus. Ilu this way the whole
field is surveycd and its bearmng on the entire Old 'lestainit
narrative niade to appear.

In the prcsent condition of Old TI'stanient stuies the
itst intcresting part of tire production is titat which deals
with tire Pcntateuch. One inliglit inier that tite author
Itirself îvas of tijis opinion fronit thc rciativeiy large space
whici lie devotes to that part af bis task. Trhe question,
therefore, that the intelligent reader ivili piut, with the
grcatcst atounit of eagerncss As how far the book establislhes
the authenticity of tite 1entatecl. The initter wvill stand
with hit thus :Sîipposing the discoveries ta he what D r.
Sayce says they arc, how far do they estalish the autiten
ticity of the record i the Pentateuch. 'l'li tnskilled
rcader niust take Dr. Siayce's estimiate iii regard to the worth
of the Arcli;e,)ogical ntatertal tu which lie refers, but every
thoughtfulii mmd cati pass jttdgrnent ou tire conclusions
drawn front that miterial. F-or instance only tire specialist
can deciphier a moattnuet or fix its piace ti history but
ev'ery traincd titinker cati dIraw lits itticrences once these
iabors of the spcîalist are acconîîlislted. Not everyone
for instance could dcciplier the tables of Abed 'Toi> or
dîscover the age in whicli they vere written , titis donc,
howcver, any ouie would iter that Jerusaleml was ai that
tifltC a proininett city. 'l'lit practical question tlteu is not
tri regard to the facts but ta the conclusions that tlîey justAly.

One tiîing wili appear ait aonce titat if the facts are what
titey are saîd to be theti the conditions of tite period
covcrcd by the I>entaîeuch arc approximtatelv the sanie as
are pre-supposed in tIti narrative offic 1) ientatctich. If
ane takes the conditions inîplicd it the Bible narrative
hetween tire caîl of Abraham and t'le Exodus aitd corn-
parcs. these w'itlh the conditions revealed by the monumnents
of that period lie xvil iti that tire two sets ai contditions
are cssentiiiy titi saine. Frain lte niarrative lit the
I>entatetich ive learn titat sucli cities as titese iItirishied
in Abraim's day :Ur of tire Cialdees, Ilarati, jerusalenti,
1-ebron and Bcershcba, titat these were tue foilowing states.
1llant, Shinar, 1-llasar, Canaan, i'gpand that ofifile
Hittites, titat there was easy conmnunication between
Babylonia and P>alestinte, and between Palestine auJEd pt
titat caravans aitd armies mtade frequent passage bctwccn
these différent coutitries, tîtat a cottparatively itigit inateriai
civilizatian hart been attained whicii aisa produced a
litterature ai no itan extet, titat idoiatry and polytiteisit
îrevailcd it Babylania, and titat humina sacrifices werc
ircquently ofTercd in Palestinte. In tire motntuments there is
ioutid abundant evidetîce ai ai these conditiaons. Jerusalent
we learn was a capit.rl ai cansiderabie prarninence. ilaran
was a sort af distributing centre beîween te WeTst aud
East, Hiebroti was the honte ai sarie caniedcrate trius,
Beersheba was a religious centre af some reptite. Tlhe
Hittites were a niighty pteuple extending tlitir intfluence
towards tite confines of iigypt and able ta wage eîual
war against titat lanîd ; Ellani, Shinar, LIlasar are weli
knawn liatites Ini te liabylortntn iiter.'turc ai tai day.
Babylaitia iiad dcvelopcd iuto a igh mantetiai civilizatton,
Egypt was advancing raptdly iii the saine direction, and
Canaan was faiiowing sautec distance iii the rear ;tire art
ai writîng was as univcra as iii Luroîte dtîrîng the nliddle
ages and large liîirarîcs weie found ii niany a centre.
Idolaiîy and p)olytiicisli) vatî ai tizkaborate sa.cniftcit sysien)
ilourishied iii ]Babylonia and hiuian sacrifices were ofl'cred
througlhaut the East. Ili short tite saine conditionîs as

ose faund tri the Scrtptîtrc narrative.
A sinlar liarrnony îs found l>ctween t canditions lire-

supposcd titre Bible accoutit af tire h'xdus and titose
revealed by te mnumtents ai titat lteriad. The mnntt
ntents show tit thcre ivas titen a bhiitc population ti
te Declta, that titey were oppircs:'"d ity titre 1hgyptiatts, ti.at

bands of thet frequcntly broke away Auto Asti, titt
familes wcre iiot unknawn ii titase eariy days, titat tuere
was a district in thelc ita, tîanied Goslten spc-cially adaptcd
ta, lasturage, and cities iiatuid Pitiiorn, Raniases, and
Succath, tîtat there was a fortress ait titre way ta the land of
tite Philistitnes, titat thcrc ivas a land tenître lt Egyp)t
sitnilar ta tîtat introduced by Josepht, titat ticre werc strotig
tribes iii tire lands betweeu Egypt -litd] Palestine, that the
('amaanites were thcn iii tite redttccd conditioni that tiade
thleir canqîtest contparativeiy casy, titat there was then a1
peace betwcen Egypi and the nation- of the last and

North titat muade At possible for Israei ta take root iii tîte
subdueà lantd. Ail tii Was tîntit mtore hroutit ta lîglit b)Y

the monaîumntns is prestippascd In the star>' af the ixodîts.
'I'ius titre mtonumencts show titi closest hariîtony btwceett
tite coniditionis iutitfled rit titre Bible ntarrative ltetweeit Abra-
bain and tite i;Nods and the actuai conditions ai titre tinte.

Th'iis we take It gaes far ta establisit tite autlîenticity of
the record. 'l'le wliole nîarrative fits sa perfectly itto tue
actmai conditions titat its stary îttust have grawnI ont of
tîtese conditionts. 'l'lie atithor As s0 truc ta liii' iii portra>'-
iîtg the back gratd tîtat we rnust tlîtnk aif fitit as truci ta
liii' also Ai titre intcidents that lie deîîîcts. Titat part ai titi
record As sieci ta lie istoric wici is covered liy titi mîout-
itetits, tItis tîtakes i. hîgitly probable tit titi retîîaiuiing

part also us. IL is truc tItat if there were dîscovered a
record î.raliel ta tite ntarrative af Scripture titi evîdence
wouid be luntchi stronger evei tItanil i -, if for inistance'
tîtere wert dtscavered a Babviotîtait c>lîuider describing
AIbritiitî's sojaurît mît i>alst.-.ic or jacab's visit ta PÎlaut-
araîtt. WVititoît snch detaiicd confiormîationt, liawe'.,, tite
evidetice as litas becit stated is straitg îîîreed.

Soutie bave objecter] tîtat witlitit tite actuai discovcry
ai such parallel records tue mionumtents cati do lîttie ta
autheitticate tîte Scripture record. Stcii ait objection îs
uîtrcason.îble. I. furgets titat ta esta'tllisli tIie autletctiy
ai tIte coniditions as tite mtonumnîn ts do ~s ta estabhhsi
iargely tite attlienttcity ai titre entire niarrative tuat ftîtds tts
settîng in tlic.se conditions. Wc caîîid iardly conceive an
Oriental autiior iii writitîg a fictittous story gaîîtg ta titre~s
trGui 'e )f securing titre actîtal conditions even if lie wcrc
abie ta do sa. WVestern autitors ai r-½ttiaa geîîcraily try ta
secure tite actuai conditions a' .oitiites Axteet witii
corisiderabie success mni tliiter--rts, but titi itistoric instinîct
ivas nat suicieîfl> straîîg in titi OIrien'tal ta ittîpel itini ta
such a task or ta give hînt stîcccss if titre efflqrt was tiade'.
'l'tie iact, iterciare that 'ii conditions geagrapical, social,
edîmcatianai, politicai aiîd religions imiplted iii tite ttarrative
ai titi l>eîtateîîci were titi act-uai contditionîs af time tLine
niust he regarded as virtuaily esîablishiiîg tiie esseittiai
aîttiietticity ai titi itarrative.

Nor is it ta hi' forgotteit tat tite Radical critics have
rcgardcd titi iîistory caîîtained ii the I'eitateucli as
ftctitious largeiy liecause it lias been tiaugit that titre lire
supposcd catîdîtians wvere ual itar could li' thitictial.
For instanîce thcy lteid ai ote tunte titat titi' art ai writiitg
wvas itot kîîowt iii tite riays ai Moses aîtd consequeîtil, that
titi i>etttatc'rici could îlot Ilave becît Writtcit ii lits tui'e
tcey iîold at tite prescrt tit tite >entatcucit pre-supposes

a iiher civiliztiotî titan tit whtici i'x;sted iii thase eariy
ties and îi:ar cottsequentiy it îtwtst ]tave hecu titi prodtîct
ai a later agi' titat lîved ta rend back titre conditions ai titi
present utita titre reioti' past. h ierciore, th it'uonu-
inents siîowed titat tiîc inipied conîditionts of the Scripture
niarrative were tite actual objectionîs ai titi Radical critics
arc nmet, aîîd sa, as far as thty are cotcersied, at aîîy rate
titi autiteuticit> ai titi' narraitise is cstabiisicd. l'or
inîstanîce titi Radical critic waiiid say :'l'ie story of
Abraltani mîust. hi fictitiaus iîecaîtse titi' conîditions tat are
iîtpliid iîclaigcd ta a mîticli later period, tu dits tite
Arclî.uoiogist utigit atiswer, titi' tîtiusi:etts àlhow titat tire'
intîîiicd cotnditionis wcrc, as a mîtter ai fact, titei' cîtai, and
titat consequcut> as far as >oit arc couctrtted tiiaititi-
tic-iîy ai tite story is esîaitlislted. IVitiî îerfecî saicty,
titerciore, ouie cati say tuai titi miitttnettts estaililîsi titre
authcrtticiiý ai te l'o-ntatcuci narrattve, at . bt«.t, tu tite
extent af nîeîîng OIbjccmatîs mit Radjt .rittcs htave
raised agaitîst it.

lu regard tu titre st-,ry of tite ('reamaît aîmd oi tite i:ill
at(d ai titi Flaod il titat lthe uîoîui,, ýnts show As tuat
tit.re i'xisted a very car> traditionitii regard lti tese grcat
evetîts. Tihis fact, Iliîws'ir, lias as inIà ta doi witiî titi
atutiorsiaîs of tIc i'cutateur Il as witil is atitettlcity. Tii
<t.i>l evideîîce titat It afiords of is aîtitettticity is titat
afl.irdcdl l'y a very c.iriy andti aiioast uiniversai tradition,
wii howi'ver i% ii itself esIice iot ta hre despised.

C',,,: luided nect 1 ta ch.

W'eîSaladîin iaoked at the sward ai Richtard CSrr
(le Lionî, lit waiîdervd titat a lîlade sa ordinary sittitir have
wrouglit stuch ittgity decds. 'l'lie Engiisi kîîg lired lit-,
ani anJ saîd, "i It as ît titi smord tit did titest: thiîigs
il was tite armi of Richard." IVe sltand Iin îstrumîtents
that titi' Lard cati use , atîd witen 1le btas tised tus, the
glary siîouid ail be Hlis. -Ciarisi:gm, Endcaî'vrp Il rld
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