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THE OFFICE 0F LAX READER.

lit an ecclesiastical province like tîtat of Rupert's
Land, extencling ovor a veast are»t, ai liavixîg, hundreds
of settieunents whiclî ais ypt tire but vervy sparsely
populated, it follows, ais at natural eonsecjuence, that if

.the Churcbi is tu takie clare of bier scattered iiienbers
gileo must inake lise of liay liellp to a very considerable
extont. IEven wero citircit fîtnds for mission w ork,
doublcd, kt would ho (fuite imupossible to înlaiiftaiîx it
*evcry settiment a dtuly ordaîined clerynaxi.

*The chiureh, through ]ier rulers, recogutises tlai.ý fact,
.and is only too gluid to uise tlhe ser-vies of devoted
l1ayîinin; and], it is we'll tliat it should ho so. At the
,saine mtiî we ceinnot overlook thte facto titat tlie use

of -lay readers in tlie caro of missions whiero titere is
nio resident clergyman is fraughit witlî certa-in (tifficul-
ties thiat seîn at timaes to spoil îtîuchi really good
work. Two of thieso have latoly béen brougblt beforo

uùs, and conccrning thiein 'vo bave aL fewv suggestions to

*1. Il ut .said, in liCarJ tefrs, Mat tlhe raqht kimad
bf ien are f. ot as a ?-Ile wiltinig tb imdcrff«ke flie
work -0. A is also asseried , awdc ive believe ivithesomeî
trtl,, that -man?; clt.rcit people, cveni in vers, r-C»mol

~ttenî2afsare so dlissali.fie(l iith. servic.; coxaduotel
la, lay readers tltal they icoutd, ratlier titan attendi
anicli, transfer teir (illegience, ait alU croitq tcwpor-
riti, Io one or ofier of tlae religioits bodie.s litay

hi)lpjeîi Io hrc ii station iii the district. Clin no0-
t)îiîg liC (toie tu ovei-c>iiie tlReSLe ditlitilties ?

Iii regratd to Lite tirst, ve veniture ovith itil respect
t(ý sily, dlui~t the Offlie Iaîvli relidet du. ilt rt.t
ilat StainR(lg whlic-h it ille.its, iII tue estilitioi of oRr

tPecIesiaistielt ii.ithori tie.. I listeiid (oflhtiing reganrceil
-es a distinct anîd definite oflîe, it is treaited lis eti neces-
sIiRy evil-ix tutere ex1)CdiClRt. kt seeîtts oftenl to bu'

foVgottClt that front vcry carly datys the Ctoi lIrl

]tels linId the. active assisùtnce of ùle hIity iii t1le carry-
iîtg oit of dlistinictly mission work. 'l'lie varions classes,
%vlliclb afterwards developed into the illiIIIOr orders of

de~ a Chuitrcli, îiere originnlly lapyRlîc set aj>ats

to perforisi certain kinds of chntroch work, withit
tileur liavîîîg bci IJLI udllitte(j CYRil to tile (lilleolittte.

Now, the laiy renders ouglit tu) receive the sisRie

rc(,cognYlitionl as %vms griven, it bygone dnys to the tlînlor

or(lers. Thicy slioul(l be careftilly chiosen after they
have Satistie(I the clergvîîîlan of the I)ii thlit they
I)osseSS a peculiar aptitude for the %vork. It înuist be
reiteînhered thiat wlhîle etartestnie-s anid real gons
ar'e ne(-ces$ilry qualifications, titesc aire itot 1111. A
render oughit to hiave q -general teducaîtion whicli is at
liast not infcrior tu thiat of the îîîajority of the chxîirch

people iii tho district, othierwise bis work iiiust bo to,
solite exteit, et faihwie. lio ougit tu possess sucb IL

fund of goneral informîation thiat lie will quito natur-
aIly becontle the advisor of tho peQople 11111011p whia hoe
wvorks, not only ini respect of spiritual thingrs, Lut ailso

ai; regards social life and conduet. lie should posse.ss
a fairly rendy uttoraxtce, imid bc able to read tlie public

)raiyei's of thle chturcl inl a miniiier tuit wvill tend to
intelligent and roverent worshîip. lie shiotild be oneo
y.iolîn bothi old and young wili regard wvith respect
anîd esteexu ; and thoen, whien sucb »t mni lias been
féund, and duly t.estedl, lie shiould bo aditted to bis
office, irn a publie ait(] foried îuîanner, by thae Bishiop.
The forimil adxîîission of lay rendors, ett et special
service duly arrauîgcd for the purpose, his been foun<l
Miost Valuabloùl in iuly diciceses, b--oth ini the old
country and iii the colonies.

MVitli regard to the second diflicultv, it inay quite

bcecxpected thiat the retatoval o? the first wvill affect it
ais wcll. It will Ibe, foizid thiat greater cuire in tlie
sclection of lay readors, and grenter proilningence given
to tlieoir office ini Che ianner iiudicated, %vill liave a
wondcrful effect oit the ciurcîx people ainong whiotit


