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$tligums Utisctllang.
To my Closet

1 am weary nf this turmoil, din and strife ;
1 am weary of earth'» jostling, selfish way i

I am weary of my sinning, of my groaning,
life ;

Open, closet, still anil holy,
Op**n; closet, trending lowly 

Let n.i- enter ; 1 would pray,

U, to enter Lut with Je u», where ’tie still.
There to pour out unreproved my pent-up

In that hush to li.t Ilia praying—“Righteous 
rather keep from ili *- 

Open, closet, still and holy,
Open, closet, bending lowly,

'lake me where the Father hears,

" Vis “ the Holiest of Holies" shut me in
The Schechinah of God's presence drawing 

near.
And like incense clouds to wrap me is the Com­

forter within.
Open, closet, still and holy,
Open, closet, bending lowly 

Tate me—peace cloth wait me here.

O the nearness, O thé sweetness of the place ! 
Here with Jesus only lingering 1 stay ;

'IH so near I grasp Hialoving hand, e’en almost 
see His face.

Open, closet, still and holy,
Open, closet, bending lowly 

Let me enter ; I must pray.

Here 1 cannot choose but grasp His offered hand; 
’Tie so near, and taking, keep it all the day ;

O, so strong, it stays me sweetly, <» Hit holding 
l mutt stand.

Blessed closet, still and holy,
Open quickly, bending lowly 

Let me enter ; I must pray.

away. If the flret works are never omitted, the 
first love will never be lost. Faith without work» 
is deed, being alone ; and by work» faith is made 
perfect. The scripture says “ Tbst man shall be 
Messed m bis deed," that ie in hie doing. The 
blessing that cornea to ua by “ doing" is lost by 
not doing. Let all those who would not back­
slide, but continue to go on unto perfection, look 
well to their doings, and continue to walk con­
sistently with their “ first works." However 
crossing, never omit nor neglect duty, for that 
wDl inevitably involve a loea of love.

Does any backslider wish to return and regain 
fail first love and hia former joy of ealvation F 
If so, let him know that there ie no other way 
but to repent and return to a faithful doing of 
hia firet works- He muet go beck to the point 
where he left the narrow path of duty, and do 
the “ first works," the neglect of which turned 1 
him out of the way of holiness. “ Remember, 
therefore, from whence thou art fallen ; repent 
and do the first work», or else I will come unto 
thee suddenly and remove the candlestick out of 
its place, except thou repent."

The backslider from God i« in a fearful peril. 
He know this ie true ; but hia danger i« greatly 
enhanced by the simple laet that he does not 
fed it to be so. He can say with the poet, “ I 
see my sine, but cannot fed." Sin haa hardened 
his heart, Beared hie conscience, benumbed his 
sensibilities, until the alarm which the gospel 
sounds in his ears make» but a momentary im- 
prtaaion ; in many caaee it make» no impression 
at alL Sudden destruction awaits him, the un­
expected visitation of God’s judgment, and the 
final removal of the light and influence of the 
Holy Spirit. If the eye of a single backslider in 
heart resta upon theee line», we exhort him to 
begin at once to cry for mercy, making at the 
same time all poa»ib|e haste to take up the old 
croee and faithfolly resume the doing of “ the 
first works."—Zion’s Herald..

Backsliding—its Cause, Preven­
tion, and Cure.

Backsliding, so common in these days, ie an 
effect, and like every other effect, must have ite 
cause. Many professing Christians, after a pe­
riod of happy experience, find themselves in a 
cold and joyless state, where they never intend­
ed to be, and where they bad prayed and hoped 
and resolved they never would be. Backsliding, 
however, is rarely if ever the consequence of de­
liberate intention, but generally the result of 
causes the legitimate effect» of which were not 
anticipated. Had they been foreseen and under­
stood they would have been carefully avoided. 
Effects, however, can be avoided only in their 
causes. If we take coals of fire into our bosoms 
we shall be burned. \V e cannot receive the fire 
and escape the burning.

When the sinner is tinly converted, the love 
of God is shed abroad in bis heart by the Holy 
Ghost given unto him. The objects of his affec­
tions sre changed ; “ Old things have passed 
away, and behold all,things have become new.’ 
The thing» he ot.ce"loved now he hates, and what 
be once bated he now loves. Hia soul la filled 
with new impulses, as he enters upon a new life 
which is a life of love. Love is now the law of 
his soul, its inspiration, its vitality, its moving 
principle. Joy is one of its earliest fruits. Thia 
love, which though gently acting, i« a very strong 
principle, and fulfils the whole law, changes also 
the outward life. As it flows out into action, 
the young convert is sweetly carried forward as 
by the Spirit of the Lord, into new paths of duty 
and privilege. God la leading him now, and un­
der the influence of his first love he always leads 
him right. How clear are conviction» then, bow 
broad the lines of distinction between right and 
wrong! No desire for worldly pleasuse, no dis­
position to compromise with sin, characterizes 
that bright peiiod of Christian experience. Un­
der the light of thia brigt morning how earnestly 
the soul pledges itself to a strict and faithful 
course of service to God and the church. Let 
the reader never forget that under the impulses 
of its first love, God puts the soul upon its true 
course, and starts it off in the right direction. If 
it continues to move in the same direction it will 
make its calling and election aure, and ultimate­
ly enter in holy triumph the heavenly Jerusalem.

That new power of love is designed to increase 
more and more, to bear us forward into an en­
larged sphere of duty and usefulneaa, to aupport 
us under increasing responsibilities and triala, 
and to make the yoke of Christ always easy to ua 
and his burden ever light. But how seldom ia 
the fact realized in Chriatian experience; bow 
common it is for Christians to leave their first 
love, and slide back again towards the bondage 
of the world from which the love of God had de­
livered them ! Some backslide but a little way, 
others go farther, while many fall entirely away 
from all spiritual life into a dull and irksome for­
mality. Many fall farther away, and give op 
even the form of religion. What U the cure of 
thia backsliding, and where does it begin ?

We think the cause is always the neglect of 
the •* first works," those works, duties, or privil­
eges to-which the soul was borne forward by the 
impuSee of its first love. It commences when 
that neglect begins. Hence the injunction, 
•• Remember from whence thou art fallen 1 re"
pent and do the first work»," etc. “ "
words follows the declaration, " Nevertheleaa 1 
have aomewhat against thee because thou hast 
left thy first lose." God fix»» the experience of 
our first love very strongly and permanently in 
the mind. How easily and distinctly we remem­
ber the scenes and circumstances of our conver­
sion—the time when, the place where, the ear- 
best emotions, joys, thoughts, purporea, and 
course of life then entered upon, while multi 
tudea of thing» since experienced have been en­
tirely forgotten. God keeps that part of our 
history carefully in our memory, so that if we af­
terwards Gall away in any degree, we may with­
out difficulty “ Remember from whence we are 
fallen,” that we may repent and do the fir* 
works, in order that the •• candle.tick may not be 
removed from Us pl*c*i” on »ccoun‘ 0UI 
sliding. \ _

What baekalider ie not conscious that bte back­
sliding began with neglect of duty ? True, there 
may have been a momentary loss of joy, » 1 
change of emotional excitement, but that change 
of feeling was not backsliding, and could not be 

. until it had effected a change of doing, a neglect 
of some well defined Chriatian duty. If V* 
would guard that point well we should new InU

The Answers of Christ
If there is one capacity more than another 

cheiacteristic of a wire, circumspect and steady 
mind, it ia the power to combine perfect truth­
fulness and perfect civility with refusal to yield 
any satisfaction to inquisitive insolence, on the 
one hand, or to crafty malignity on the other. 
To lie ia in all care* a sin ; to throw open the 
breast for every man to pry into, ia required of 
none. Thecharater of the Homeric Ulysse», as 
profoundly ooneeived by Mr. Ruakin, in the last 
volume of Modern Painters, depended, in ite 
iatectual aspect, on capacity to withdraw at will 
every thought and purpose Irom the vulgar gaze. 
Homer deemed this a proof o! pre-eminent in­
tellectual power. Reference ia made to Ul)»eee 
solely, of courre, to render it unmistakable what 
kind of ability ia now pointed out. The wisest 
of the Greeks had no care for truthfulness ; the 
answers of Christ, while transcending infinitely 
in mere shrewdness and baffling ingenuity the 
beat uttered by the Greek», are at the same time 
immaculately truthful Ie it with an enigma, an 
intricate, puzzling care, that his enemies attempt 
to reduce him to silence, and thus humiliate him 
before the people ? Do they ask him, for in­
stance, how it will be in heaven with the woman 
married to «even brethren f He removes the 
difficulty in a moment by enveloping the sup­
posed care in a broader and more spiritual light 
than had dawned on their perception», and re­
veals at the same time a principle of universal 
and magnificent application to the relationships 
of humanity. “ In the reiurvection they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage." That settles 
the whole matter. Has he to repulse a hypo­
critical and malicious inquiry touching the au­
thority by which he works miracles ? He 
achieves hi» purpose by putting the simple ques­
tion whether the ministry of John was from hea­
ven or of men. How perfect the appreciation 
of the character and circumstances of his assail­
ants thus displayed ! How completely the ques­
tion posed and silenced them ! But the most 
wonderful of Christ’» wonderful answers wss 
when be wss asked whether it was lawful to pay 
tribute to Cesar or no. “ Render,” he «aid, 
" unto Ceear the things that are Cesar’s, and 
unto God the thing» that are God’».” This is 
the wireat answer mentioned in profane or sacred 
history. In the first place, it absolutely «truck 
dumb those who sought to betray Christ into an 
expression of hostility to the Roman power. 
Te have taken exception to it would have thrown 
they open to the charge to which they sought to 
eipoee him. But while serving this first pur­
pose, how marvelously rich are the words in sig­
nificance and in truth ! They indicate a fact 
and a law as long and aa broad aa human history
_that where the dominion of conscience begin»
the dominion of the civil magistrate ends. They 
enunciate a principle to regulate the conduct of 
ChrRt’a Church in ell egea towards the civil au­
thority, providing for the harmonious, mutually 
beneficial action of each ia it» sphere. They 
are an exhaustive formula of duty, political and 
religious,—duty to God rising over and casting 
light upon duty to man, aa the blue vault of 
heaven «pana the green floor of earth. Think 
ef the ampUtude of intellectual vision displayed 
in thoes words ; think of the delicacy of tact 
whiah applied them to the case ia hand ; and 
then, sag whether the intellect which produced 
them had anything in common with that of the 
fanatic oc visionary, or whether it ie conceivable 
that it dreamed itself into a belief of poeresaing 
miraculous powers.— Tistimony of Ohrid to 
Ckridsanity.

Each has his Work.
All men cannot work in the same way. 

“ There are diversities of operation?.” Upon the 
face of a watch you may see an illustration of ray 
meaning. On that small space you have three 
workers ; there is the second-pointer, performing 
rapid revolutions ; there ia the minute-pointer, 
going at a greatly reduced speed ; and there is 
the hour-pointer, tardier still. Now, any one 
unacquainted with the mechanician! of a watch 

ould conclude that the bu*y little second-point­
er was doing all the work ; it is clicking away at 
sixty times the speed of the minute pointer, and 
as for the hour-hand, that stems to be doing no 
work at all. You can see in a moment that the 
firet is busy, and in a short time you will see the 
second stir ; but you must wait still longer to as­
sure yourself of the motion of the third. So it 
is in the church. There are active, fussy men 
who appear to be doing the work of the whole 
community ; and others slower still. Hut can we 
do without the minute and hour-pointers ? The 
noisy second-hand might go round its circle for­
ever, without telling the world the true time. 
We should be thankful for ail kinds of workers 
The silent, steady hour-band must not envy its 
noisy little colleague. Each man must fill the mea­
sure of his capacity. Your business is to do)our 
allotted work, so as to meet the approbation of 
the Master.

“ Christ in Me.”
A pastor was pressing on hia people the ne- 

ceeeitÿ of immediate repentance and faith in 
CNriat Uf ealvation. Burning word» iaaued from 
hie Bp» »• he proclaimed Christ the tinner’» 
friehfi, and beaought all to become reconciled to 
Hi6u The rerrooD was nearly ended. Pausing 
|or , moment, be cast hi» eye anxiously over the 
congregation, hoping to ree in some a determi- 
tioe |o reek Christ without delay. No one, to 
y» view, waa ready to acuept the offer. Sadden- 
•4 bjltk conviction, he oloeed the Bible and 
frrveatly poured out hia »oul in prayer. “ Thou 
hooweat they »iU periah-muat it be eo t Then 
give me this dreire, • Christ in are forever. 
The benediction followed, and the congregation 
diape rred to their homes.

With » heavy heart the peator raturned to hi» 
home, entered h» «least,, and them before God 

If*, wnptonthia i-raa T* jff” **"% 
a* to «b* f~«l P-“*' b*"t-
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felt that he must have bis desire granted in the 
conversion of some precious souls. |

The next morning, while sealed at the break- j 
fast-table, the door-bell rung. “ This ia for me,” j 
said he to hia wife ; and rising Ufoœ Lis seat, he , 
met at the door an aged man, who, without wait­
ing for a word of welcome, extended hia trem­
bling band, and in a faltering voice said, “ Sir,
I have come to ask you what shall 1 do for my 
soul.” The pastor led him in, and found him 
struggling under deep conviction of sin, needing 
only to be led to Christ as the sinner’* ransom 
for guilt. Before the interview was concluded, 
another came. It was a lady w ho for many 
years had resisted the Spirit's strivings, and till 
now refused to give her heart to Christ. The 
pastor welcomed her in, and such a season of 
refreshing to his spirit followed in leading these 
distressed souls to Jesus, as he had never known.

Said the lady to him, “ I shall never forget 
your last prayer on the Sabbath, li aroused my 
sleeping soul. * Christ in me' I knew Christ 
was not in me ; and if it was necessary for you 
to utter that prayer, how much more for me. I 
could not rest till I had sought the Lord Jesus.” 
Both had been led by that simple petition to see 
their need of Christ, and to believe in him to the 
saving of the aoul.

Six years have passed since that interview. 
The aged man has gone to rest. Fresh in the 
memory of those he left behind are his dying 
words : " Christ m me—my stay, my all.” The 
lady still adorns her profession by a consistent 
and devoted life. Others were led to see their 
lost condition out of Christ, and accept of him 
as their dear Redeemer. That day’s labour 
proved to be the beginning of a precious revi­
val, and many were brought in the kingdom of 
Christ “ Christ in me," the sinner’s need, the 
saint’s reward.—American Messenger.

JWigiras lidtlügtnre. mosphera of God the Father1» love, should ftalh- would onThat vu the way of Luther the 
ther for their daily food the ray» of the sud of anvil.

- ■ — - ■ — --- Hghteousaess ; and for their thirst drink freely Truth want» no champion who ia not a» ready
The FultOIl street Prayer Meeting, of the eryital outflow of the Holy Spirit’s grace. to be struck a» to «trike for her. The eye that | 

The re vent b anniversary of the Fulton.street —" i - can we the triumph of that which i« good in the
daily prayer-meeting waa held on Friday, Sept. <6mm! Wteffllmn WOrld fr<>in *f*r’ the hwl tbel **" ** c,ruin of
23d, in the North Dutch Church, which was well wCIUtAi yilSiUlaUD. i victory, though now in the sulphurous thickness
filled by an audience representing all the even- - - ------- ———- - - - y* ot the fight, can afford present contumely and
gelical branches of the church of Christ. There HOW ifl the President of the United ever present defeat. The bearer of such a heart

:h.

if he he the accpted of that mo*! erne 
lovely of Royal ladies, the i’nrvess l>.! t 
equal the bride of the Englishman. A 
Prince himself. every one was deligh d v 
and we alLmnarked the wonderful impn xfmt t.t 
that every day takes place in his personal h.'- 
pearance, and the aingular likeness he E c fi­
ning to bear to his good and illustrious fattier.

“ The Door ia Shut."
Our Irish correspondent, in a recent letter 

write» : “ My old friend, John Hands,—for many 
years a missionary in Hindoatan, and, on his re­
turn, the London Missionary Society's agent in 
thi» city—now in his 83rd year, reside» at K inge- 
town. Some month» sgo he was making his 
way to the platform of the Westland Row rail­
way station, when he saw the train move off, and 
a lady met him exclaming, “ Oh ! Sir just as I 
went up the door was shut." They went together 
into the waiting-room to stay for the next train, 
and Mr. Hands said to the lady, 'Madam, 
though that door was shut, it will be opened 
again in half an hour; but there is another door, 
now open, which, when shut, will he closed for­
ever.’ He then unfolded to her the way of sal­
vation, urging an immediate entrance through 
the open door. The train was now ready ; the 
lady entered a first class carriage ; Mr. Hands 
took hia place in a second class ; and he saw her 
no more. A few evenings «inre, a messenger 
came to Mr. Hands, requesting him to go imme­
diately with her to see a lady eupposed to be 
dying. He did ao, and was shown up stairs into 
a bed-room, where the window blind was down, 
and the ailence of the attendants presented a 
gloom and a solemnity befitting the scene. It 
waa one of deeth. From the bed, which he was 
invited to approach, was stretched the emaciated 
hand of one whore face the paleness, and on 
whore brow stood the dew of death. "Sir," 
«aid «be, “ I wilhed to seo you, before going to 
my Saviour, to tell you that it wa« your conver- 
eetioB about • the abut door,' that led me to Him ; 
and that you might join me in giving thank» to 
Him.’ Mr. H. did to, and ehe died.—.V. F. 
observer.

Transforming Power.
If you heve a fire, cast wood and straw upon 

it, aod it will cause them to Durst forth into a 
flame. Let the fire be furnace heated, then cast
stones into it, it will break and di solve them.
Submit to its heat gold or silver, it will purge 
away their droaa. Cast iron into it, and it will 
•oon transform the metal into ita own likeness a 
mass of molten fire. Even so with the Spirit. 
To him bring your worthless soul to receive re­
velation» and discoveries of the lore of God, and 
the grace and goodness of Jesus ; and the Spirit 
in taking of the things of Christ, and showing 
them to you, will fire your whole «oui with the 
flame of gratitude and love. Submit your stony 
heart to hie operation, and he will break it into 
piece* with the hammer of the word, and melt it 
into prayer» of penitental return. Carry your 
corruption» to him to be subdued, and he will 
purify your aoul from rin and from dead works 
to serve the living God. Let him exert his full 
power upon yon, and he will make you like unto 
himself, pure aa he i» pure, and you «hall be 
changed into the same image, from glory to glory, 
even a. by the Spirit of the Lord.-Pastor’s Le­
gacy.

Blesskd ia the calamity that makes us bum- 
ble ; though so repugnant ia our nature thereto 
that after a while it* to be feared a «harper co- 
1 amity would be wanted to cure ua of our pride 
in bavins become bumble.
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was an unusually Urge attendance of minister» 
of various denominations. It la a hopeful sign 
of the time» that the interest in there noon-day 
prayer-meeting» ha» not abated, and the devo­
tional and earnest spirit which pervaded the Urge 
and intelligent auditory on the recurring anni- 
vir-ary of tbU world-renowned meeting indientee 
a return of the great re rival of ’67 which follow­
ed the organisation of the Fulton street daily 
prayer-meeting.

The Rev. Dr. Buddington (Congregational,) of 
Brooklyn, preaided, and wus surrounded by the 
Rev. Dr». DeWitt, Vermilyea, Duryea, Chamb­
ers, Crosby, Scudder, Ridgeway, and other dis­
tinguished clergymen. Mr. J. C. Lemphier (who, 
under the divine guidance, originated the move • 
ment) led the singing, which wae interspersed 
between the addresses and prayers—the exercises 
lasting from twelve to nearly two o’clock. The 
service» were commenced by singing the hymn 
commencing

“ Come, let our heart» and voices join 
To praise the Saviour’s name,

Whose birth and kindness are divine,
Whose love’s a constant flame."

The chairman offered prayer and then made a 
few appropriate remark» upon the nature and 
power of prayer, which, when offered in faith, 
procured every bUeaing.

Rev. Dr. Krebs (Old-School Presbyterian) 
was called upon, end in the commencement ef 
his observation» alluded to the low spiritual state 
of the churchea just previous to the organisation 
of the Fulton-etreet prayer-meeting, and the 
beneficial effect it had in atlmnUting the Chria­
tian church throughout the land to aroow iteeif 
from the lelhargic condition into which it had 
fallen. There were numbers who hid experienc­
ed the benefits of the meeting, now in the etern­
al world, while other» were «till enjoying the 
blessing» impirted in answer to faithful prayer. 
There waa no occasion tor persona elsewhere to 
be jealou» of the Fulton-etreet meeting, for be 
believed the spirit of God wai in it, and that the 
spirit of prayer waa kept alive in the churches 
through ita inatrumentahty,

R-v. Dr. Howard Croeby (New-School Pres­
byterian) waa the next speaker. He alluded to 
the circumstance* under which the Fulton-atreet 
meeting waa commenced, and drew a parallel be­
tween it and the meeting of the disciples in the 
upper room, waling for the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, when the Chriatian church was organised, 
l’rayer waa tightly called “the Christian'» vital 
breath." By meana of prayer everything 
procured from God, with whom all things were 
possible. The speaker then dwelt upon the pain 
lui fact that many of the profeared dieciplee of 
Christ—men who believed they were saved by 
the blood of Jesus—entertained the erroneous 
idea that prayer waa to effect merely their sub­
jective condition. Such a doctrine waa the pro­
duct of infidelity. Prayer ought not to be re­
garded in that light, but the believer should of­
fer his supplication» to God in faith, believing 
that he ia the rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.

ltev. Mr. Ridgeway (Methodist,) of the Wash- 
ington-square church, was introduced and made 
a few appropriate observation». He «aid that 
the church grew out of Christ, and love nourish­
ed the body of Christ. One man’s mind grew 
large by facta, while philosophy expanded the 
intellectual powers of another. Thought waa 
one, but it* expression! were various. So it 
with the Chriatian church, in which each man 
was enabled to find a communion where be could 
best develop* hia moral and spiritual faculties. 
Mr. Ridgeway then drew a comparison between 
the respective occupation» in society, and rejoic­
ed that all communion» were open to minkind ; 
that it wa» in the power of every one to find the 
beat help» toward worshipping God according to 
the dictate» of hia own eonacienee, and hia pe­
culiar intellectual and moral tendencies. Top- 
lady’» beautiful hymn,

" Rock of ages, cleft for me.
Let me bide myself in time,"

was then »ung.
Rev. Dr. Scudder (a recently returned mis­

sionary from India) made s beautiful aod elo­
quent speech, which wa» listened to with 
breathless attention by the whole audience. He 
remarked that if the rooms where prayer-meet­
ing» were held, could «peak, they would tell of 
petition» offered in the deepest anguish, answer 
ed in the bestowment of rich spiritual gifts, re­
ceived with joy. He dwelt upon the power of 
pray er, and forcibly illuatrated the thought by a 
chapter in hia own experience. When he arrtv- 
in Cairo, aa a missionary, he learned that he 
would have to pay hotel expenses, whereupon he 
and hi», unknown to each other, besought God 
to come to their help in that emergency. While 
they were pondering over the disagreeable po­
sition in which they were placed, a gentleman 
who heard him ley while on the Mediterranean, 
that he did not anticipate basing to pny hotel 
chargee at Cairo, opened hie puree end desired 
him to take the needed amount out of it. That 
wa» »» true an answer to prayer, as if the angel 
Gabriel bed given him a handfoi of sovereign», 
or had enjoined upon the hotel keeper not to 
charge them anything at his periL The speaker 
then made an affectionate appeal to the uncon­
verted to give their hearts to Christ, for they 
had often heard of the perfect,epotleee righteous­
ness wrought out for them by Jean*. By be­
coming Chriatian* they would join ie the key­
note of the music of that occasion : “ 1 lose the 
Lord because he hath beard my voice and my 
supplications.” He urged believer» to seek a 
fresh baptism of the Holy Ghost, that their eoid- 
ness might give way to a new and genial warmth, 
that all their backsliding* might be heeled, end 
that they might be made epiritnally strong 
through the «bounding love of Christ. There 
waa a heathen fable which spoke of a bird pos­
sessing so sthereal a nature that it could not sub­
sist upon the products of the earth, end gathered 
for its sustenance the pore raye of the sen and 
the untainted drops which the clouds distilifd- 
lt was only a fable, but believer* should adept it 
as s symbol. Christians dissatisfied with all the 
product* ef earth *oul* UA 
thswiapof
l*! : nit:: . fr»fl

Stat66 Elected Î ; ant* eye knows that, eooner or Ittrj, the time
The approaching Presidential election in the Wlli eh<,n hr ,ad ‘he hand to which he be- 

United States may perhaps render the following : ionK‘ ,blU celebrate a final victory over all that 
explanation acceptable to some of our readers, oppose them—that they shall come home from 

In considering how the President ia elected, the contest " with aongs and everlasting joy upon 
we must make a distinction between theory and | head»." He knows that the laet about will

State in Congreee, and it ia by those persona | ---------- . —— ----------
that the President ia choren. Thus in theory, The Beception Of the PriHC6 and 
the people do not elect the President ; they only 
elect the peraooe who are to elect him. What

fact The theory of an election ia one thing, 
and the way that theory actually works is ano­
ther. To begin with the theory : the people of 
the United State» do not elect the President by 
a direct vote—«ay for Lincoln, or M'Clelian. 
What the people do is to choose a number of 
persons in each State equal to the number of 
representatives and senators belonging to the

be hia, and that the severer the coefliet the hear­
tier will that about be. Ah ! what peans of tri­
umph, what sweep» ot majeatie music, what 
waving of banner», what joyous tumult of white 
robed hosts, shall greet him who goes home worn 
and weary, to take a crown worthily won in the 
contest with error and with wrong. May that 
crown he youre and mine !

Princess of Wales in Denmark.
Of the reception given to tlieir Royal High­

nesses, the special correspondent of the Standard 
says i—

" 1 swept the borison with my glare to endea­
vour to make out the coming Osborne. At last 
the frigate Aurora brought her tall meat» into
sight, then we saw the Salami», deapatch boat, 

reactive autre, n, : 33 m New York, 3b m ^ ^ lto)., yicht iUe|t But molt
10 ' rou* °ul 1 provokingly, they seemed in no hurry, and all 

the Union—and ballot for the President. When i e ’ ’ ’lay

i* known a* the Presidential election, is merely 
a contest for the election of electors. This takes 
place on the Tueedey after the Aral Monday in 
November, but the real election occur» a month 
later. On the first Wednesday in December, 
the electors who have been choren meet in their

the ballot ia taken, a lilt of the votes is mede 
out, showiag so many for Lincoln, so many for 
Fremont, eUL, and the liât is sect under seal to 
the President of the Senate, in the presence of 
the Senate and House of Representative», and 
the votes ere added up. The person who has 
largest number ol votre, provided it be a mny.i- 
rity of the whole number, ia PreaidenL If not 
oee of the Presidential candidate» has a majo­
rity, then the House of Representatives elect 
the President by ballot from the three names 
that stand highest on the liât. In balloting for 
the President, the House of Reprereutetirea 
votre not by individuals, hut by States, the 33 
repswsentatives of New York hsving, for exem­
ple, but one vote. This is the theory of the 
Presidential election ; but, in point of fact, the 
people vote directly for the President—that ia, 
they know absolutely before hand whom the 
electors will vote for. The great political par­
ti* meet the delegate» from all the State» in the 
Union, some months before the election takes 
place, and nominate their candidate for the Pre­
sidency. When the party candidate ha* been 
eboeen, party lists of tickets for rlecture are 
made out in every State, all the electors in the 
ticket being pledged to vote for the party candi­
date. Thus the contest throughout the Union 
lies between the Lincoln ticket, and the M'Clci- 
lan ticket, that is, really between Lincoln, snd 
M’Clelian. It may be asked why use the list at 
all ? why go through with this rigmarole of 
electing electors instead of electing the President 
at once, since it all comes to the same thing at 
laet ? No satisfactory reply can be given to the 
question beyond the historical fact that when the 
Constitution of the United States wre framed, it 
wae judged by its authori wiser to leave the 
election of President to a email number of men 
elected by the people than to allow the people 
themaelvee to elect him. It was a Conservative 
device, but whether good or had, it haa broken 
down in practice ; and there ie no longer any 
reason for retaining it, beyond the fact that, if it 
does no good, it also does no harm, and entails 
no inconvenience.

A Story of an Atom.
The atom of oharcoal which floated in the cor­

rupt atmosphere of the old volcanic ages, was 
absorbed into the leaf of a fern when the valleys 
became green and luxuriant ; and there, in iu 
proper place, it receired the sunlight and the 
dew, aiding to fling back to heaven a reflection 
of heaven's gold, and at the same time to build 
a tough fibre of the plant. The atom was con­
signed to the tomb when the waters submerged 
the jungled valley. It bad lain there thousands 
of years, and a month since wss brought into the 
light «gain imbedded in a block of coal. It shall 
be consumed to warm our dwellings, cook our 
food, aod to make more ruddy and cheerful the 
liearlh whereupon our children play ; it shall 
combine with a portion of the invisible atmos­
phere, ascend upwards as a curling wreath to 
revel in a mazy dance high up in the blue ether ; 
•hall reach the earth again and be entrapped 
into the embrace of a flower ; shall live 
in velvet beauty on the cheek of the apricot ; shall 
pare into the human body, giving enjoyment to 
the pelate and health to the blood ; shall circulate 
in the delicate tissues of the brain ; and aid, by 
entering into some new combination, in educing 
the thoughts which are now being utlerred by 
the pen. It ia but ao atom of charcoal ; it may 
dwell one moment in a stagnant ditch, and the 
next be flushing on the lip of beauty ; it may now 
be a component of a limestone rock, and the next 
an ingredient in a field of potatoes ; it may slum­
ber a thousand years without undergoing a single 
change, and, the next hour pare through a thou­
sand ; and after all, it is oaly an atom of char­
coal, aod oecupiee only ita own place wherever it 
may be.—Hibbard’s “ Brambles and Bay 
Leaves.

Anvil» and Hammers.
Every man in the world who give» blows must 

take blow». Every man who occupies the posi­
tion of poaitive force, bearing upon the thought 
and life of the world, ie a hammer that more or 
lew muet submit iteeif to the fulfilment of the of­
fice ct an anvil. Until a man become» aa good 
an anvil aa he i* a hammer, be fail* to be thor­
oughly fitted for hia work. What an indurate 
old anvil Martin Luther was ! He smote errors 
nnd abuses, and tins, that rent their resonant 
et hoe through all the centuries. He was a mo­
ral sledge-hammer, assailing a system that shook 
tbrotgh all iu rotten limbers; but that system 
and its defenders returned his assaults, and tast­
ed hi* resistance and endurance. The Diet of 
Worms an anvil ef him ; and the kind of 
^,,1 ^ had in him wae menifested in hie reply 
to the friend who undertook to disreude him 
from going to Wore»» to be hammered ; “ Were

rerewy.ana» » 1

to for over an hour. The truth ia, re I after­
wards learned, that the passage waa a very rough 
one, and by no means comfortable to the Prin­
ce»». Her Royel Highness was not able to eat 
anything during the morning, end the Prinoe 
thought the exertion of landing, and excitement 
of meeting her family, would be too much for 
her until ehe had somewhat recovered from her 
fatigues in still water. And so breakfast was 
served up, and the colour returned to the beau­
tiful I’rioceas’s cheek, and ebe wre enabled to 
meet the Danish people, looking at least, all that 
•he did when ehe leal left their shores. It is 
about twelve o'clock when we we men like bees 
swarming up the rigging of every ship in the 
Danish fleet, and in a moment the yards are 
manned by innumerable rowa of the gallant reil- 
ore, who look to ua like pigmies in the distance, 
and we bear the cheers ; snd commencing with 
the admiral’s ship, the caetlee of the deep belch 
out the fire snd puff the volumes of smoke from 
their ports ; and the thunder of twenty men-of- 
war ia «luting the heir of England re hia fine 
yacht glides into the harbour of Elsinore. Mean­
while the Daniah Royal party hare returned to 
the place of disembarkation, and alighting from 
the carriages are waiting impatiently on the jetty 
until the large ahip shall makegood her junction 
with the pier ; and all the affability and kindness 
of the King end Queen are shewn in their court' 
ecus recognition of thoee honoured by a previous 
acquaintance. The guard of honour ia posted 
opposite, snd their long line preserve» a clear 
space inside ; but the Danes are good «oui», and 
a considerable number of us are admitted within 
the charmed circle. How my heart beat when 1 
•aw drawn across the ahip with ahouldeied arma 
that unmuving little line of Royal Marine», the 
men standing like statues in their glorious red 
cnata. But there wre a «till more affecting sight. 
There were the Prince and Prineere on the 
paddle-box, waving their handkerchief» to the 
delighted parent» and relative! on abort, and at 
last the baby waa brought forward and held high 
up in arms that the grandparents might have an 
early view. The good King and Queen could 
stand it no longer. It waa erident acme con­
siderable time must elapse before the large ship 
could be got round to her place, and a boat was 
ordered from the Danish yacht, and the Royal 
family hastily embarked ; the great étendard of 
Denmark was unfurled at the fore, and lusty arms 
pulled them quickly to the gangway of the Os­
borne. Even in humbleat life, the scene which 
now ensued would have touched the harden 
heart. The captain of the yacht first came down 
the gangway, with hia cocked hat in hia hand, to 
receive and assist the King, snd as hia Majesty 
was aicending, the Prince of Wales, with bat off, 
met him, arid a long-grasped and moat cordial 
shake of the hand» ensued. Fret follow» the 
Queen, but the King is before her, and a grace­
ful figure rushes across the deck of the great ship 
to meet him, and fliei into hia arm», and kieaea 
him again and again. And now comes the poor 
Queen’s turn, whom I had already seen shed 
tears when from the shore she esught the first 
glimpse of her child, snd mother and daughter 
are so locked in each other"» arms that I thought 
they would never asperate. Then came brother 
and slater. But one member of the the family 
has not yet been introduced, and on that little 
being the whole interest of the amiable family be­
fore ue seems centered. They seem to forget all 
else, and it st once brings the Prince into the 
inner circle as one of those most interested. It 
is the child of our English hope. Hdw they 
stoop over itHow they look at it ! How they 
kiss and hug him ! The King evidently, in the 
presence of these grave Englishmen around, de­
sired to shew no more affection at the moment 
than was consistent with hie dignity. But hie 
kindly nature conquered hia kingly office, and at 
last be stooped down and loved and kiaaed the 
little creature even more warmly, if that were 
possible, than the others. But the ship has cow 
got alongside. The gengwsy, covered with 
crimson cloth, is got up, and crimson carpeting, 
strewed with flowers, is spread to the carriages, 
which afterwards draw up to the other aide—but 
not yet—so that all the crowd may have a good 
view of their beloved Prince»» a* she step» on 
the Danish shore. The band plays “ God save 
the Queen,' and afterwards ‘ Rule Britannia,’ the 
soldiers again presenting arms. And now loud 
and reiterated hurrah» bunt from the crowd far 
and near as her Majesty tbs Queen is seen issu­
ing from the ship, leaning on the arm of her son- 
in-law, the Prince of Wales. The King follow» 
leading the beautiful Prinoeaa in her simple white 
bonnet and pale lavender-coloured ailk drew, and 
black ai'-k visite—I am particular in there things 
for the sake of the ladiea, who may honour my 
poor letters with a perusal—and aa she recogniz­
ed acme of her old friend» and ««riled graciously 
on every side, shewing thoee magnificently white 
teeth, which lend such a charm to her beauty, I 
am altogether inclined to withdraw any assertion 
I have ever made, that the bride ef the Rnseian,

Swimming in Three Lessons
Lesson 1. Grasp with both lands the s'nvu 

of the ladder, which is on alevrl with, > r a L::..' 
below, the surface. Assume the huriz 'nul ►» Li­
ming position. Get your legs wei. up, the lut
nearly or quite to the surface, your head w> !1 
down and a little on one side, so th»i • n. .ill 
aa possible of your brain is submerged, nnd ) our 
mouth only just out of the water. The t - uh 
even need not be above the water, exu--;1' v tn- 
intervala of taking brealh. Then »!i:k"e rut 
alowlv, to your heart's content, with t> I, ,- ;
once, in regular strokes, bringing them tor n r 
afterward» until you are tired. R-«t, a id i ■ go ' 
the operation. The grand préparai; -, t r a - 
quiring the faculty of swimming, < . in
daring to keep the head down, the legs up, a: 1 
the whole body horizontal. Man Wa.ks erect, 
but he swims prone, prostrate, or rc ■ ., g.—
Lesson 1L Repeat the same, holding i!,r ladder 
with one hand only,and either paddling with the 
hand open and the lingers closed, or giving the 
arm-stroke with the arm disengage I. Do tins 
with each arm alternately.— Lesson 111. lùmem- 
ber that swimming (like the performance of tours 
de force on the piano, like brilliant limp* in in- 
bunting-field, like a fi ght on the Ir .prxi ) is < ne 
of the thing- that must be dune with a dash. 
You do it, the first time you try, because you n i l 
to do iL Having done it once, you do it again. 
Therefore, when you no longer liar a horizontal 
position in the water—when you are convinced 
that you may keep your lege up, your head down, 
and your arms submerged, without danger of 
drowning, retire a couple of pans from your 
ladder, and résolut to sw im, as if you were Leot­
ard launched in mid-air. C" est It yrcmicr ,ms 
qui coûte. As soon aa you can swim one yard, 
the thing is done. The distance swum will in- 

aae rapidly with practice, and the consequent 
increasing confidence of the swimmer. But ns 
•wimming, like mountain-cUinhing, calls Into 
action touacles which ere comparatively little 
used in our ordinary habits, it is only by gradual 
exercise that they can tie brought to perform 
long-continued effort»—Lichens' All the »<sr 
Round.

SUimsteriuL
The Preacher's Power.

1 know from my own experience that it ia no 
uncommon thing for some one individual to 
arrest the prescher’a attention. The group of 
eounlenancea which lay before him in a largo 
assembly like the present might, to the first 
glance of a stranger, look confused bnd inex­
plicable, aa a Chinese grammar does to those 
who know not the language. But you nerd not 
doubt that a prtetical eye can learn to rend • i 
one as well as the other. The langour and it - 
difference of sotoe ; the curious, inquiring look 
of othera ; the cold, critical attention of u r n- 
aiderable number, and the countenances of those 
who are rather absorbed in a train of thought 
just awakened in their own minds—these h ive 
all a peculiar impreaaiveness, and form a pi. :ure 
which often reacts upon y», and kindii" a vehe­
ment desire in our breasts to reach the * u!s of 
thoee who, for a brief hour, hang upon our lips. 
But there will sometimes he one who has faith 
dazzling in bis very eyes as they are fixed »ith 
an intentness, of which it were vain fur me to 
attempt a description, seeming to drink in every 
word, end every syllable of a word, til! iha 
preacher becomes as absorbed in that man as 
the man bad been in the preacher. And while 
he pursues the discourse, gaining liberty at every 
step, till he forgets the formality of the pu'p.t in 
the freedom of conversation with the people, hu 
perceives that at last this man has heard the very 
truth which meets hia case. There s no mi. 
renting it. His features have suddenly relax, d. 
Hs listens still, but it is no longer w th painful 
anxiety; a calm satisfaction is palp hie on his 
face now. The soul of communion which is in 
the eye haa unraveled the secret. Preacher and 
hearer, unknown to all the rest of the audience, 
have secretly saluted each other, anil met on the 
common ground of a vital faith. The anxious 
one feels that it can be done. And 1 can rend iy 
conclude that the apostle perceived that feeling 
with greater certainty than he would heve done 
had the man whispered it in his ears. S , have 
I sometimes known that the exhortation to be­
lieve haa become from these lips a positive com­
mand to the struggling conscience of som ■ one, 
who has been brought to a point where the re­
medy is instantly applied, and the cure instantly 
effected.— Spurgeon.

■f

Great Preaching.
A young convert generally feel» that he his 

only to tell hie friende what he has experivocetl, 
to win them to the Saviour, and he le*fL* $;ow- 
ly, like the great German reformer, that “ i * 
old Adam is stronger than the young Meiunc- 
tbon.” Ministers of a high order ot genius fdil 
into m similar delusion, and imagine that hy bril­
liant sod powerful intellectual sermons the high­
er classes of society can b# won to an appreciation 
and embrace of the great truths of trie GutpeL 
Edward Irving cherished this conviction fur m my 
years, and parted with it very slowiy aud r. i m- 
tantly. An article in the Ckrutnu IUckt fa 
April gives the following meUuut.ru 
him :—

It ia natural to inquire here what w- re the « - 
lulls of hia preaching on such a fuehErutbio au­
dience. Never had any man a finer fL.u t > y 
hia fevourie experiment of convening u. u,. er 
classes. Never was a preacher more tauii/u n 
preaching the whole truth, and in a ... 4 t 
eine common to high life. He aiuc. rt v bel eve 1 
that they could be won to pi* ty by a ; u 
sen tat ion of Christianity. 0;tu.-r ,ii»a. . , 
thought aimed too low. “ Tœy :ji;t-pi.v,' - ;
he, ,efor teaching gipsies, for te-u,. g o. ^ 
men, for teaching minera, by appreu-;.. ..1.4 k 
way of conceiving anl estimating ir 4 ... 
why lot prepare for leeching imagina'tw 1 ,
and political men, and legal men, nnd *i.r v. ..j 
■e»» who hold the world in hand. But resuit
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