TIME FOR ACTION: |
A PROPOSAL FOR A FRAMEWORK APPROACH FOR AGRICULTURE

SUMMARY

S B

1. A successful outcome of the agriculhure negotiatxons by~
1990 ig oritical -to the future of the multllataral trading

systerm and the direction of long-term agrleultural policles. v
It would end needless pressure on budgets through o= T
competitive subsidization and promote sound long=term
agricultural development in developing countries. .. .

2, Cairns Group Ministers at Bariloche identlf:ed the Mid
Term Review as a unigque opportunity to give political
direction and impetus to those negotiatlons. This can be..:
done by agreeing a frameworkX approach, linking short and~"
long~-term elements, which will reduce support for. ..
agriculture and begin liberalization of international’ tradez it
in agriculture. v )

Basic Elements

3. To realize the objectives set at Punta del Eete. and: -
begin the process of long-term change, the Calrns Group '
seeks agreement by Ministers at the Mid-Term Review.of the.
Uruquax Round, te a framework approach for agriculture which
would includes

(§) the key long-term objectives and. elements
that would form the basis to achieve those.
objeetives, including the maximum t;me Erame
for implementation;

{ii) the nature of transitional a:rangements and- ...,
rules required to achleve a reformed leng-""* "~
terp framework for the conduct of . ... -

agricultural trade; D

(1i1) a commitment t¢ introduce an immed:ate freege
on support and subsidization whieh distort
trade and not to introduce any trade th
restrictive or distorting measures not
explicitly provided for in the GATT: .
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