
General Roberts is Now But Twelve Miles Away—He Again 
Outwitted the Boers by Marching Around Instead o 
Against Strong Entrenchments—Peace Proposals to be 
Laid Before Parliament Today.

MEASURES TOopposed to the same. They will report 
the result of their efforts to the com­
mittee tomorrow. It is understood they 
are opposed to the bills as they stand 
but will suggest amendments satisfactory 
to both parties.

The committee to investigate the bridge 
charges w'ill begin to-morrow and mem­
bers express opinion it will prolong the 
session nearly three weeks.

Aid. McG old rick, Keast and Allan, 
Messrs Hay, Gleason, McDonald, Shaw 
and Kane with John L. Carleton, 
sel for the latter, are here looking after 
the abattoir bill. .The Common Council 
ask for a com piny to build a public 
slaughter house where all animals for con­
sumption in the city shall be slaughtered. 
Failing to get a company or parties to 
take charge they ask for power to carry 
on the matter themselves.

PROVINCIAL BILLS
SUPPRESS THE PLAGUE.IN COMMITTEE.

The San Francisco Board of Health Will 
Go Through Chinatown and Clean it 
Thoroughly

San Francisco, March 12—The board of 
health has agreed that the work of in­
specting Chinatown with a view of im­
proving its sanitary condition shall begin 
at once. The section will be districted and 
every day until all danger is passed, every 
house will be visited and every occupant 
inspected. Reliable Chinese to accom­
pany the physicians will be supplied by 
the six companies.

Little Was Done Yesterday—The Bridge 
Investigation Will Prolong the Session 
Three Weeks.

. Fredericton, March 12.—The only busi- 
nes transacted by the legislative com­
mittees this morning was that done by 
sub-committee of corporations, and even 
they made very little progress. This 
committee was appointed Friday last to 
settle dispute between Burns, Adams & 
Co., representatives promoting the Bath­
urst Boom and Bathurst water bills and 
those of the F. W. Sumner Co., who are

conn-

BLOEMFONTEIN TO
BE REACHED TODAY.

HOW JESDS WOULD
HAÏE RUN A PAPE!

To be Shown by the Author of “ In His Steps” at Tope 
This Week—He Would Not Have Allowed 

Smoking or Abbreviations.

dumb myself and let the paper do all 
talking for itself. This week means eV 
thing to me. It is serious work, 
play.”

When asked by a correspondent o 
whether he had gi

Topeka, Has., March 12.—Rev. C. M. 
Sheldon, who is to edit the Topeka Cap­
ital this week, was at the office of the 
paper at half past eight o’clock this morn­
ing and made a hurried inspection of the 
various departments. At ten o’clock he 
had a conference with the visiting cor­
respondents, promising to give them such 
information as he could during the week. 
At 11 o’clock he met the working force 
of the paper and gave out instructions 
for the day.

At noon to-day Mr. Sheldon, in connec­
tion with his experiment of running the 
Capital as Jesus would, said to the re- 

rters:—
‘My first editorial will set forth the 

scope of the paper. Without being dis­
courteous to you, I would rather be

Christian paper 
any instructions regarding praying, 
Sheldon said: No, sir, we have done 
praying before this.”

Regarding office rules Mr. She! 
said: “There shall be no smoking in 
editorial rooms.”

Mr. Sheldon has instructed his rep 
ers not to use the word “Pop” on re 
ring to a member of one political pa 
In interviewing a man the matter must 
referred to him before publication, 
he declines to be interviewed his wit 
must be respected. Every political art 
must be non partisan.

po

THE COLONIES TO
CONTINUE THEIR SUPPORModder, thinking that our route would 

be in* that direction. We found most of 
the farms along our line of march desert­
ed, with white Hags flying over the houses. 
All the belongings worth removal had been 
taken away. The commander-in-chief has 
given strict orders that nothing is to be 
touched. It is not expected that we shall 
meet with great opposition in entering 
Bloemfontein.

The mayor of Bradford has received a 
telegram from his brother, the mayor of 
Mafeking. dated Buluway, March 3, say­
ing: “All well.” As all previous telegrams 
have been dated Mafeking, he thinks this 
may mean that the population have left 
Mafeking and joined Col. Plumer.

London, March 13, 4.20 a. m.—Lord Rob­
erts is making a very rapid advance; and 
he is again misleading the Boers by con­
tinuing his advance southward, instead of 
through the flat country due east of As- 
vogel Kop. He will probably seize the 
railway south of Bloemfontein, and, al­
though another battle is possible, it is 
more likely that the Boers are only en­
deavoring to delay his advance until all 
the rolling stock of the railway and the 
stores and troops from the Orange River 
district can be gotten away north.

Whitelaw Reid’s Congratulations.
Such confidence is now felt in the mili­

tary operations that interest rather cen­
tres in the political aspects of the war. 
The Daily News quotes Mr. Whitelaw 
Reid as saying in a private letter: “I 
give you hearty congratulations on the 
changed aspect of the war. It is an im­
mense relief to us all, as well as to you.”

“This view,” says the Daily News, “is 
welcome as expressing wth an unusual 
measure of authority enlightened public 
feeling in the United States.”

No Fear of Intervention.
Except in the case of Germany the re­

plies of the powers to the Boer appeals 
for intervention are not yet known pub­
licly here, but it is quite certain that Aus 
tria, Hungary and Italy will decline to in­
terfere, and there is no apprehension that 
anything will come of the overtures of the 
two republics.

Boer Peace Emissaries.
A despatch from Lorenzo Marquez an- 

nounces the arrival there of Mr. Fischer, 
the Orange Free State secretary, and Mr. 
VVolm^rans, a member of the Transvaal 
executive council. It is not known whether 
they are bound on a mission to foreign 
powers or to Sir Alfred Milner. Mr. YVol- 
marans is in President Kruger’s confi­
dence.

Unconditional Surrender.
Mr. Cecil Rhodes has issued a atatemént 

that his forthcoming visit to England has 
solely to do with private business and is 
in no way connected with the Souti* Afri­
can settlement.

All the morning papers take the 
that the government will decline to open 
negotiations with the Boer republics ex­
cept upon the basis ot complete surrender, 
and will also make it perfectly clear that 
nothing in the shape of foreign interven­
tion will be tolerated. The Standard 
says:—

“There is an idea in some quarters that, 
on arriving at Bloemfontein, Jjord Rob­
erts will issue a proclamation which will 
leave little doubt as to the future of thé 
republics.”

The Times says: 
and President Steyn should have, counted 
the cost before they made war. They 
played for a great stake and have lost. 
Until they are ready for unconditional 
surrender they may save themselves the 
trouble of sending communications to her 
majesty’s government.

“We are glad to see that it is understood 
in the United States as well as on the 
continent that any proffer of mediation 
will be distinctly repugnant to this coun­
try.”

Honors for Tars.
The Queen has conferred the Compan­

ionship of the Bath upon Captain the 
Hon. Hedworth Lambton, of the first class 
cruiser Powerful, and upon Captain Percy 
Scott, of the first class cruiser Terrible, 
for their services in the miltary operations 
at Ladysmith.

Mafeking’s Relief.
No further news has been received front 

Mafeking, but it turns out that Col. Peak- 
man comtnands the relief column which 
is inarching from Kimberley.

BLOEMFONTEIN 4
TODAY OR TOMORROW.

fir' I !
Roberts May Have Another Fight, but He 

Will Get There. Mr. George Wyndham Says They Obeyed the Instinct 
an Imperial Race and Will Continue to do So.London, March 13.—Spencer Wilkinson, 

reviewing the military situation in the 
Morning Post, says:—

“It may confidently be expected that 
Lord Roberts will reach Bloemfontein or 
the railway near there tomorrow (Wed­
nesday) cr Thursday. It. is useless to an­
ticipate General Buffer's plans, but doubt­
less he is very active so as to attract the 
largest possible force of Boers away from 
the scene of Lord Roberts’ operations.

“With regard to the alarm expressed 
in some quarters as to French invasion, 
based on the news that the French are 
manoeuvring four army corps this year 
near the northwestern coasts of France, 
*uch a

■i

London, March 12.—At the commence- tition easier by some organization on p
arranged lines.

The speaker paid a high tribute to 
heroism of troops who, he said,/ had 
splendidly contributed to the deep ! 
strategy of Lord Roberts.

Regarding shooting practice, Mr. Wy 
ham said that the government progty 
to expend £140,000 on rifle ranges and 
sending officers to Switzerland to ètà 
the subject of ranges.

Discussing the necessity for additic 
battalions in order to enable the m 
number of battallohs to be’ at home 
abroad, and the impossibility of réduit 
the forces abroad, the secretary incitieil 
ly remarked

“No one ever found the opportiil 
or time to withdraw our troops fi 
Egypt and no one ever would find tin 

Regarding garrisons abroad, Mr. Wy 
ham said that only by a voluntary 
tém of recruiting could the garrisons 
maintained.

Sir Charles Dilke, Radical member 
the Forest of Dean Division of Gloa, 
tershire, complained that the military 
timates were inadequate for home defei 

Sir Henry Campbell-Banerman, left 
of the opposition, accepted the new l 
posais, but deprecated making pres 
necessities the test Of Great Britq, 
true po^cy in naval and military affaif

ment of the debate in the house of com­
mons today on the arm}T estimates, the 
parliamentary secretary for the war of­
fice, Mr. George Wyndham, declared 
that recent events did not justify at pre­
sent and diminution in the provision for 
the further conduct of the campaign in 
South Africa. The financial cost of the 
war was not immediately altered by fluc­
tuation of failures or success. It would 
be rash at present to think that the 
number of months the British army would 
remain in Souh Africa was likely to be 
materially shortened.

So the government estimates included 
what was believed to be enough money 
to continue the efforts at full pressure for 
another six months and at at half pressure 
for six months thereafter.

Continuing, Mr. Wyndham said he 
contemplated that the colonies would in 
future continue their military support of 
the Empire on a systematic basis and that 
they might live to see this new force 
revolutionize the problem of imperial de­
fence. The colonies, he declared, had not 
fulfilled a contract but had obeyed the in­
stinct of the imperial race. It might be 
that in the future the colonies would not 
only seek to perpetuate their present ac­
tion, but would seek to render a repe-

ENGLISH MEMBERS
ASK FOR PEACE

On a Basis of Equal Rights For All Whites 
and Disarmament.possibility, ntf- 

The great thiiij Frit
doubt,- always exists, 
b have our fleet ip 

the r ght place. Certainly there is no 
reason for apprehension. London, March 12.—Mr. Leonard H. 

Courtney, M. P., and others, in behalf of 
the South African committee, will memori­
alize Lord Salisbury to make peace, now 
'that the British arms are triumphant, on 
the basis of equal rights to all whites and 
d:sarmnment, leaving the two republics 
national life vVithin their own borders.

THE WAR LOAN
SUBSCRIBED 20 TIMES.

Great Britain Asked for £30,000,000 
and Has Been Offered £600,000,000.

GERMANY REFUSES
London, March 12.—The subscription 

lists lor the “Kahkis/’ otherwise the 
British war loan of £30,000,000, closed 
for the town to-night and will close for 
the country to-morrow. It is understood 
that the loan was covered twenty times.

TO INTERVENE.

She Has Told the Transvaal that the War 
is No Concern of Hers.

TO SAIL BY THE MONTEREY. Durban, Monday, March 12.—The Trans­
vaal having appealed to Germany for me­
diation or intervention in the war with 
Great Britain, Germany has replied that 
she declines to interfere, as she is in no 
way concerned in the conflict.

ed to take very little interest in the ( 
test which resulted as follows:—

For Mayor.
Harry Beckwith, 502.
John B. Gunter, 305.

For Aldermen.

MONCTON AND FREDERICTON,The Arrangement Completed After a Cable 
Had been Received from Lord Strathcona.

!Ottawa, March 12—The 100 men who 
to South Africa to recruit the first 

contingent to its full strength will sail 
from Halifax with the Strathcona Horse 
by the Monterey on Thursday. This was 
arranged at the militia department today, 
after receiving a cable from Lord Strath­
cona.

Civic Elections Were Held in 
the Two Towns Yesterday.

iigo GENERAL CR0NJE Wellington Ward.
IS NOW HAPPYline

fMichael Byan, 514.
G. Ward Merrithew1, 490. 
William H. Anderson, 162. 
John Macpherson, 344.

: BitGape Town, Monday, March 12.—Mr. 
James G. Stowe, U. S. consul general 
here, has paid a visit to Gen. Cronje, at 
the latter's request, oil board the British 
cruiser Doris. They conversed with the 
aid of an interpreter. Gen. Cronje ex­
pressed great satisfaction with jiis sur­
roundings and with the treatment he had 
received at the hands of the British. Mr. 
Stowe has also visited the camp where 
the Boer prisoners are at Simonstown. 
He was shown where they had excavated 
a tunnel for a distance of 25 yards with 
tin dishes and cups. If the tunnel had 
been continued another dozen yards their 
escape would have been possible. One of 
the prisoners gate information of the plot.

WAS LITTLE INTEREST. St. Ann’s Ward.
Asa H. Vanwart, 446. 
Joseph Walker, 364.
James D. McKay, 441. 
Nathaniel J. Smith, 266.

Carleton Ward.
Patrick Farrell, 462.
John Maxwell, 514.
Moses S. Hall, 285.
Chas. N. Clarke, 224.

KRUGER APPEALS FOR PEACE.
UMr. Harry Beckwith Re-Elected 

Mayor of Fredericton, and F. W. 
Sumner Chosen Chief Magistrate 
of Moncton—The Names and Fig­
ures of Candidates and Contests.

He Has Asked the Great Powers and Some 
Lesser Ones to Intervene.

,u.l
i :“President Kruger The Hague, March 12—It is learned 

from a reliable source that Pesident 
Kruger through the consuls at Pretoria 
has appealed for the intervention of the 
great powers in the Transvaal war and 
has also appealed to the governments of 
Belgium, Holland and Switzerland.

1

ACopyright Legislation.Moncton, March 12.—The civic elections 
passed off very quietly today, although 
there was more than the usual interest 
taken in the result. The vote was a little 

| larger than that of last year; being about 
| the same in ward one, larger in ward 

two, and a little smaller in ward three.
The result for mayor and aldermen is 

as follow's:—

Toronto, March 12.—At a meeting of 
executive of the Canadian Society 
Authors, of which Hon. George liV. Boa 
president, held today, it was announ 
that the British Society of Authors I 
agreed to amendments to the copyright 
urged by the Canadian society for safegue 
ing publishing interests in Canada. It
expected legislation patting the-----”
amendments into effect will

LATEST.

AT BLOEMFONTEIN. For Mayor.
F. W. Sumner, 474.
J. T. Hawke, 281.

prow
amendments into effect Will be introdq 
and passed at the present session of 
Dominion parliament.

.1

Aldermen:
At large—F. W. Givan, 464. 
W. D. Martin, 425.
F. C. Robinson, 346.
J. C. Patterson, 244.

Ward One.

A man is often called a "briok,” but 
because he’s made of clay.Gen. French with cavalry 

division Occupies the 
Orange Free State Cap. 
ital.

-
«

0 e ™* * ''ll1®
S'*F. P. Reid, 88.

Dr. Bourque, 78.
G. H. Cochrane, 43. 
J. Flannagan, 25.HOT ON THEIR TRAIL. I

hiWard Two.Twelve Thousand Boers With Eighteeh 
Guns Being Closely Pursued. Dr. Smith, 252. 

S. Winter. 223. 
D. Grant, 153. 
Dr. Purdy, 138.

'.vv ii
LADIES, BOYS and GIRLS send us* J 

full name and address and we will iotw 
you lu Packages of our assorted Steel Pen* 
sell among your neighbors and friends at* 
lier package. When sold remit us $1.80, and se 
from our mammoth catalogue your choice 
Kings. Bracelets. Books, Chains, Purses, J 
Knives, Skates. Guard Chains, Fountain P< 
and many other

LONDON, March 13.—The War Office has received a 
despatch from Lord Roberts annouheing that General 
French reached Bloemfontein last evening and occupied two 
hills close to railway station.

About sixty or seventy were killed or are missing.

Venters Vlei, Orange Free State, Mon­
day evening, March 12.—The British 
forces which, since the fighting at Dvei- 
fontein, have been marching rapidly 
hither, have turned the Boer position. Our 
cavalry are ahead. The Boers were re­
ported this morning about 12,000 strong 
with 18 guns in position on a range of 
kopjes commanding the direct road to 
Bloemfontein, which is distant 15 miles.

Ward Three.
W. K. Gross, 130.
J. T. Ryan. 124.
W. McK. Weldon, 123.
J. S. Magee, 122.

Fredericton, March 12.—The civic elec­
tion took place today. The people seem-

premiums. For sell! 
packages we are giving away Boys’ W 
and Chains, Air Rifles, Cameras, and 
beautiful premiums. Address.

STANDARD WATCH & NOVELTY CO., 
Dept. K., St. John, N. l
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AN ARMORY TO BE
BUILT IN SUSSEX.

Col. Domville Informed That Work Will be Begun on One 
for the Eighth Hussars in the Spring—The P. E. I. 

Cable Under Fire.

mission. This commission, it seems, cost 
$35,003 and of this Rev. Dr. McLeod re­
ceived $6,770 for salary and $3,123 for 
travelling expenses.

Mr. Davin moved that the seed grain 
indebtedness of the Northwest should be 
dealt with in a comprehensive manner so 
as to do justice, give relief and meet neces­
sities. He made a long speech to support 
his views and was followed by Mr. Davis, 
of Saskatchewan, and Mr. Clancy, of Both- 
well.

The premier explained that some years 
ago the late government had granted sums 
for the purchase of seed grain from the 
farmers of the Northwest, the sums rang­
ing from $8 to $20, to secure repayment 
of which they had taken a lien on his land 
and the bond of two sureties. Last year 
the present government had passed an 
act and made regulations under it for the 
relief of these sureties and debtors on 
equitable terms. He thought that the act 
went far enough. The debate was contin­
ued by the Northwest members, Sir Louis 
Davies, Brittan and others.

The house adjourned at 1Ô o’clock.
NOTES.

During the discussion on Mr. Davin’s reso­
lution in regard to seed grain, in the house 
to day, Mr. Dàvin called Mr. Davis, (Sas­
katchewan) a Boer. This was just prior to 
the house rising at G o’clock. Mr. Davis 
was not addressing the house at the time 
but was sitting beside the postmaster-gener- 
al. Mr. Davis intimated to Mr. Davin in the 
corridor afterwards that a speedy and prompt 
withdrawal would be the safest course for 
the member from West Assiniboia to pur­
sue. When the house resumed at 8 o’clock 
Mr. Davis brought the matter to the atten­
tion of the speaker and Mr. Davin was de­
manded to withdraw his offensive expression 
which lie did.

Hon. Mr. Mulock has given notice of a 
fair wage resolution which is as follows: 
“That all government contracts shall contain 
such conditions as will prevent any abuse 
which may arise from sub-letting of such 
contracts and that every effort shall be made 
to secure the payment of such wages as 
are generally accepted as current in each 
trade for competent workmen in the district 
where the work is carried out and this 
house cordially concurs in such policy and 
deems it the duty of the government to take 
immediate steps to give effect thereto.

“It is hereby declared that works to which 
the foregoing policy shall apply include not 
only works undertaken by the government 
itself, but also all wqjOc aided by grant of 
the dominion public fufids.”

Sir Louis Davies laid on the table of the 
house today the report of the fisheries of 
Canada. During the last fiscal period the 
total expenditure for the different fisheries 
service amounted to $417,601. Last year 

Nova Scotia received about two-thirds of the 
bounty fund, amounting to $103.730.

Eighty thousand men are engaged in our 
fishing industry, using boats and to the 
aggregate value to nearly $10,000,000. The 
lobster plants alone are valued at over $1,- 
000,000.

Nova Scotia leads all other provinces In 
the total value of vessels, etc., employed, 
amounting to $2,972,600.

The total value of the Canadian catch In 
1898 amounts to $ lb,667,126, a decrease of 
over $3,000,000 as compared with the unpre­
cedented yield of 1897. The value of the 
Nova Scotia catch is $7.226,035. The value 
of the New Brunswick catch was $3,849,357.

Notwithstanding the outcry raised in the 
United States about the lessening of the 
seal herds of the Behring Sea by pelagic 
sealing, the small fleet of 26 Canadian ves­
sels took last year 34,454 seal skins, an 
average catch, only twice surpassed in the 
history of the industry. As to the practice 
of branding seals, resorted to by the Ameri­
can authorities in the hope of destroying 
the pelagic sealing industry of the Canadians 
cannot be very great unless the branded 
seals die, as out of the total catch of nearly 
35,000 only 16 branded seals were found.

Ottawa, March 12—The session today 
was a business one, given up chiefly to the 
discussion of railway bills.

Dr. Bethune introduced a bill respecting 
the Dominion Atlantic Railway Company; 
also a bill respecting the Bay of Quinte 
Railway Company.

Mr. Casey introduced a bill to establish 
the telegraph system as part of the public 
service. He explained that it contçm- 
plated the establishment of a system of 
telegraph lines by the government through­
out Canad»i. He made a speech of some 
length in support of his bill, and stated 
that he was prepared to apply the same 
principle in regard to railways.

Mr. McLellan, of Prince Edward Island, 
spoke of the excessive tolls on messages 
between that island and the mainland 
and also referred to the fact that the office 

closed at 8 o’clock,in Charlottetown 
which prevented the morning paper in 
that city from receiving any news after 
that hour, and also greatly inconvenienced 
business men.

Mr. Martin, of Prince Edward Island, 
also spoke and said that tire high rates 
were due to the government which con­
trolled the line.

Sir Louis Davies said the government 
had no control ovet the rates. They 
merely had subsidized the line under the 
terms of the union. This company had 
existed since 1853. There was nothing to 
prevent the laying of another cable be­
tween Prince Edward Island and the main­
land. Although the company sought to 
create the impression that it was. The 
present rates were too high and the office 
hours they kept were absurd, 
communicated with the manager in Char­
lottetown in regard to these matters, and 
finding he had no power to remedy them, 
he communicated with the general man­
ager in London. Unless something is 
done to remedy these matters the gov- 

• ernment would have to build another line

He had

of their own or expropriate the present
one.

The minister of railways laid the re­
turns before the house of th» receipts at 
Sydney and North Sydney stations, and 
also of the cost of the Hillsbotough- River 
bridge, Prince Edward Island.

The hotise passed in committee the bill 
respecting the Montreal and Ottawa Rail­
way Company; the bill respecting the 
KalsJ^piHd Turdo Duncan Railway Com­
pany, and the bill respecting the British 
Columbia Southern Railway Company. 
These three bills were read a third time 
and passed.

The minister of militia read a return 
of the officers, subaltern officers and others 
of the province of Quebec who have made 
application to the militia department to 
serve in South Africa. This list was a 
formidable one and embraced officers, 
medical men, nurses mnd chaplains and 
others, being several hundreds.

In answer to a question by Col. Dom­
ville, the minister of militia said that it 
was the* intention of the department tp 
commence the building of an armory at 
Sussex for the use of the 8th Hussars in 
the early spring.

Hon. Mr. Blair, in reply to a question 
by Mr. Taylor, explained that Mr. Snet- 
singer’s claim for compensation for hit 
mill property in the Cornwall was,$42,000 
but that he accepted $12,000. His claim 
for water power was refused by the gov­
ernment until the decision of the privy 
council with respect to the ownership of 
rivers where it was settled for $8,000.

The premier said that there were no 
negotiations in progress between the gov­
ernments of Canada and the United States 
looking to the resumption of the meet­
ings of the joint high commission.

In reply to a question by Mr. Gilmour, 
asking by what authority the pay of the 
permanent corps had been reduced to 4) 
cents a day, the minister of militia said 
that by order in council of June 11, 1870, 
under the late government the pay had 
been reduced to 45 cents a day, and by 
order in council of Dec. 17, 1883, it was 
reduced to 40 cents.
''Some amusement was caused by Hon. 

Mr. Fielding’s reply to a question in re­
gard to the cost of the prohibition com-

PEACE PROPOSALS
TO BE SUBMITTED

To the House of Commons Today—They are Signed by 
Both Presidents and Ask for Peace with Independence.

by Mr. Balfour would be presented to­
morrow and would confirm in every re­
spect the news cabled by the Associated 
Press Friday last that the peace rumors 
were founded on the fact that President 
Kruger had appealed to Lord Salisbury 
for a cessation of hostilities and offered 
at length by by cable the terms which 
he was willing to accept, also that the 
cable despatch to the premier was signed 
by President Steyn as well as by Presi­
dent Kruger. Lord Salisbury’s answer is 
exactly as given by the Associated Press 
at the same time, namely that the ad­
vances had met with an emphatic re­
jection at the hands of Lord Salisbury, 
who also said that no such attempt, to 
retain he independence of the Transvaal 
could be considered for a moment by the 
British government.

London, March, 12.—In the House of 
Commons today Mr. A. J. Balfour, the
first lord of treasury and government
leader, replying to a question as to wheth- 

consistent with public interests lieer,
could state the essential condition on 
which alone thegovernment will entertain 
lienee proposals 
republics, promised that papers in this 
connection would shortly be presented to

from the South African

the house.
Being asked if there was any founda­

tion for the report that President Kruger 
had addressed a communication to the 
government, Mr. Balfour reiterated his 
promise that papers bearing on this sub­
ject would be presented the house with­
in a short time.

It was learned that the papers promised
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