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A GENERAL ELECTION.

Will there be a general election for the Dominion
Parliament? And when? The signs point to an affirm-
ative reply to the first question. Look at the estimates
and count up the list of individual items covering almost
every known possibility upon which public money could
be expended. Note the multitudinous wharves, public
buildings, harbors and river improvements, each with
its appropriation of from $500 to $50,000, at every con-
celvable place where such things can be built, and often
entirely irrespective of trade or public necessity,

For Nova Scotia 120 appropriations for harbers and
appear in

for New

rivers, involving an expenditure of $461
the further supplementary estimates for 191
Brunswick 40 like appropriations, involving $234,250; for
Quebec 102, involving $749,150 and for Ontaric , calling
for $718,660, whilst the West gets 37 similar appropria-
tions calling for $5 This further supplementary
dstimnte calls altogether for §17,020,980, which, added
to the preceding estimates, makes a total of §156,000,000
guthorized to be expended in one year.

Never before has such an estimate been laid before
a4 Canadian Contracts are being called
for construction of the Bay road, though no
route definitely selected, nor has the
@overnment decided on the Bay terminus, whe-
ther it,shall be Churchill or Nelson. The $38,000,000
guarantee to a great railway company, is hurried through
at the closing hours of the session. The much heralded
apnouncement of $5,000000 to be expended on our own
Tavbor John is obviously intended to catch the
public ear point to ledger influence, to the
baiting and seduction of gections of the electorate, to
the stimulation of the appetites and the quickening of
the sympathies of contractors of all grades, to the
ecajolery of employes and contributions to be levied on
the employers
"AN this looks like ¢lection ‘Then for three months
an army and enumerators have been
in process of selection and formation, the seleetion be-
ing without exception from amongst the faithful follow-
s, and the formation so arranged as to work to the

rty advantage of the Government candidates. This
su?'ens and mellows the ground and promotes the con-
ditions for a bountiful harvest of votes.

Then again the Grand Trunk Pacific is being pushed
forward, and heavy expenditures are being made, which
invmore ways than one will be made to work in favor
of fhe Government. Provisions for increases to the
salaries of outside service officers have been particularly
in evidence, and the amount so provided foreshadows a

70,000,
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Hudson
vel

has been
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near opportunity for the reciplents of the increases to
testify their gratitude to a Government that has long
delayed what justice has long demanded.

Tons of party literature have been distributed and
fire still going out to every quarter of the country, in
which forth in florid phrases the claims of the
party the virtues of the ministers, the pros-
perity of the country, and the beauties of the Taft-Field-
ing compact. ~ To all this add the imminent public meet-

is set

in power,

ings, the activities of the patronage committees, and
the re.vivification of the parish and county organiza-
tions

Lastly we must consider in which the
Government apd party find themselves, tied to a pact
whieh' they cannot force through Parliament, faced by
an 'Opposition ‘which practically dictates the business of
the House and doles out temporary supplies with a spar-
ing hand. Honeycombed with disaffection and dissatisfac
tion in the party itself, 'with weak ministers in front
and doubtful support in the ranks, it is not surprising
that the wish to stake all upon the ven-
ture of an election and end or mend a situation which
§s becoming intolerable

As to the time that the election may be called on
there is doubt. If the United States Senate
smothers the Reciproeity Bill, as undoubtedly is being
attempted by the strong opposition developed against it

the plight

Premier may

more

in that body, there would seem to be no reason for
an immediate appeal In that case the Reciprocity
Bill in our Parlinment would be abandoned, and the
Government would take time to mend if possible its

shattered fences, and draw together its divided forces
In 1912 would then be the earliest probable date of an
#lection, either June or October

If, however, the Senate passes the measure, two
things have to be considered in fixing the date of appeal.
The enumeration of population will have been

completed by the first of July, and it is possible to have

Census

ihie seturas tabulated ln thme for legislation o Uie appoi-
tionment of members in early October. We incline to
the opinion that the Government will wigh to appeal to
the new electorate, and will take full advantage of the

fdded representation in the Prairie Provinces, where
it Dbelieves the Reciprocity feeling is strongly in its
favor.

How many new members will be ealled for under
the population returns we do not know, but the num-
ber will be considerable and the new members will go
entirely to the West Quebec will, of eourse, have
the old number, 65, but the other Eastern Provinces will
Jose some they now possess, and the West will gain
both in actuality and by comparison. If the Govern-
Mt redistributes before calling on an election, which
Seems probable, the date could not be earlier than
:&em jer,

Then there is the question of supplies. As it now
stands supplies will run out on September 1st, and with
emptycoffers the two or three months before an elec-
tion ‘eould be completed and the new House convened,
bat t‘vwwld present very serious difficulties of admin-

: All this could be avoided by an agreement

- beétween the parties to perfect redistritution, and pass

l“ln on the understanding that the Reciprocity Bill
whn and an appeal made to the Country, That
tlie Opposition have been working for, and they
y fous to submit the poliey to the new and en-
Jarged electorate at the earllest possible moment.

liet of the Opposition, cessed to hold the confidence
the Country. In the event of such a contest
o1 @ 4
not be very long delayed.
The conclusion of the whole matter seems to be
this: = An election is imminent, the jssues involved are
vital to Canada and the Empire, and there should not
be & moment's delay in preparing the electorate to
thoroughly understand these issues, and in organizing it
80 a8 to ensure the full effect of its opinions. To this
end every Conservative organization 'sheuld get busy
and keep busy until the great contest is rightly com-
cluded.

THE VALLEY RAILWAY,

Mr, Pugsley stands pat. In an interview published
in the Times last evening he says that Mr. Flemming's
statement does not alter the situation, and in effect
that he does not propose to change his attitude to-
wards the St. John Valley Railway project. Mr, Pugs-
ley is for Intercolonial operation and Intercolonial opera-
tion only. This is not surprising as Mr. Pugsley has
shaped the Federal legislation himself and adapted it
to suit \his own purposes.

But in doing this it has escaped Mr, Pugsley's ob-
servation that under existing legislation Intercolonial
operation is impossible. Both parts two and three of
the local act provide for a railway through Lakeville
and Centreville and by no other route. The report
of the survey of the railway through these villages shows
that such a railway as is proposed by Mr, Pugsley can-
not be built. The grades called for are not possible by
the Lakeville-Centreville route. If & railroad is to be
built to meet the requirements of the Federal Act to
be operated by the Intercolonial it eannot pass through
thé villages of Lakeville and Centreville. It must go
nearer the river and away from these villages. Yet
the Provincial Act says that the road must be built
by wawwof <Lakeville and Centreville, gnd this route
was suggested by Mr. Pugsley himself,

Mr. Pugsley must have been acquainted with these
facts when he made the statement he did. He is not
unfamiliar with the route It has been discussed time
and again. He must also have made himself familiar
with the engjne@r's report. It is the most important
document dealing with the situation. Mr, Pugsley
charges Mr. Flemming with suppressing information,
which is not the fact, but surely Mr. Pugsley will not
profess jgnorance as to the engineering difficulties which
attend the construction of the road via Lakeville and
Centreville, and which practically prevent the
adoption of Intercolonial operation until authority is ob-
tained to alter the route.

In another part of the interview, Mr. Pugsley says:
“Mr. Flemming also refers to the fact that when I was
in the Provinclal Government I fayvored the construction
of a line from Quebec across Maine, to be operated by
Mackenzie & Mann; but circumstances have greatly
changed since then. Since that time the country has
committed itself to, and is about completing the construc-
tion of a new transcontinental railway, and oneé of the
strongest arguments in its favor is that it is built from
ocean to ocean wholly upon Canadian territory.”

Surely Mr. Pugsley is mistaken as to dates. The
National Transcontinental Railway (with executive of-
fices in the Pugsley building, St. John), was under con-
struction in New Brunswick when Mr. Pugsley made
the speech in the Legislature from which Mr, Flemming
quoted. If this is correct, and there is very strong evi-
dence that it is, there has been no change in the cir
cumstances. The country was already committed to
the construction of a new transcontinental line built
“from ocean to ocean wholly upon Canadian territory.”

So far as Mr. Pugsley's references to the credit of
the Province being risked are concerned it may be
well for Mr. Pugsley to recall the various railway con-
struction schemes in which the Province became involved
and for which its credit was pledged while he was one
of the chief guardians of the public treasury. The
International Railway across the northern part of the
Province without a Western connection outside the
Province received a subsidy and had its bonds guaran-
teed by the Government. Then there was the New
Brunswick Coal and Railway Company. This company
started in with a guarantee which ended in provincial
ownership.

With these object lessons in view it is remarkable
that Mr. Pugsley should be animated with such a keen
desire to protect the treasury of the country now that
he has ceased to have any control over it or any part
in shaping its legislation. Besides there is no guar-
antee that forty per cent, of the gross earnings of the
railroad under Intercolonial operation would be suffi-
cient to pay the interest on the bonds guaranteed. If
we take Mr. Pugsley's own figures as to the cost of
construction of the Valley Railway the men who build
it will be compelled to risk a large sum of money out
of their own pockets to complete the road, in addition
to both subsidies, which would be lost to them unless
they continued to pay the interest on the bonds guar-
anteed.

The Province is assuming no greater risk urnder
one plan than the other, and this is a fact which Mr.
Pugsley cannot put in the back ground. As the matter
stands at present the Provincial Government has found
a means of securing the construction and operation of
the St. John Valley Railway. Mr, Pugsley, by holding
up the Dominion subsidy, and by holding to a plan
b

which is not

aible of execution, and which

made so largely by his own exertions, stands in the way.

Referring to the St. John Valley Railway and Mr,
Flemming's letter, the Globe in pointing out that the
letter deals with the present phase of the subject from
the Btandpoint of the Local Government, remarks that
this standpoint does not appear to have been carefully
considered by the Minister of Rallways “who, no doubt,
has not yet had sufficient time to take in the matter
from all sides.” This is a charitable view to take of
the situation. It should not take Mr. Graham long to
discover that the people in the Valley counties, after
years of waiting, are in no mood to see the practical
proposition submitted by Mr. Flemming held up by
any factious opposition engineered by Mr. Pugsiey for
his own purposes,

I Current Comﬁeht

< mumber

Parliament,

public works was held up when the
last supply bill went through, but whe

above was included, we do mot know.
The vote for & dry dock Iz, 1t will
be remembered, tanding offer, bas-
ed upon a parllamentary act, gURPAD-
teeing the bonds of any company un-
dertaking the erection of approved
docks.

No doubt the public here would like
to see actualities supersede the pro.
mises of several yeu&. without much
regard as to who gets the contracts
provided they are responsible build-
ers. But of course there are exception.
al persons who want to see the con-
tracts placed “right.”

The Census In The Schools.

The work of taking the census in
the city schools is to be conducted
during the next two or three weeks,
and some of the enumerators began
their duties yesterday in their res-
pective wards. They will visit the
houses in each street, in the ward
to which they are assigned and take
the names and ages of the children
from five to fourteen years. When
this has been done, the lists will be
compared with, those in the registers
of the schools, and in this way the
number of children who should attend
school, as well as the number who
do, will be determined. Supt, H. 8.
Bridges has chosen the following for
the work: Harold Gardiner, both
wards St. John west; Caleb Belyea,
Lanedowne; W. J. Short, Lorne; Al-
bert Peters, Queens and Duke: Frank
McGuire, Princ Martin  Lanyon,
Kings: R. A. C. Brown, Dufferin;
Mark Stevens, Wellington: James Me-
Kinney, Sydney: Daniel B. Collins,
Victoria and James O'Leary, Stanley.

Honeymoon In Europe.

*The marriage of George F. Dris-
coll, son of D. J. Driscoll, lumber
merchant, Ottawa, formerly of St
John, to Miss Winnifred, daughter of

the late Kdward Hart, of Montreal,
will be solemnized ut St, Patrick's
church, Montreal, on Friday morn-

ng, June I. After the ceremony, Mr,
and Mrs. Driscoll will leave for Que-
bee, where they will take the 8, B,
Empress of Ireland for Liverpool.
Their stay abroad will occupy about
10 weeks, and will include the Cor-
onation festivities in England and a
visit to the principal European capi-
tals. Mr. Driscoll is the popular man-
ug»l;- of the Orpheum theatre, in Mont-
real.

Juvenilé Thief Taken,

Arthur Lockhart, a youth of 12
vears, has come within the pale of
the law on charges of theft. He is
accused of robbing Mrs. Wm. Thomp-
son, of Carleton, of a sum of money
dnd also of obtainimg goods under
false pretences. Young Lockhart suc-
ceeded in eluding the police until late
on Monday night when he was round-
ed up in the vicinity of the Suspension
bridge. He was brought before Magis-
trate Ritchie yesterday morning and
remanded until today for a further
hearing.

CURE FOR SICK WOMEN.

When pains gather around the hips
and lodge in the small of the back—
when to etoop or bend seems impos-
sible, when dizzy spells and bearing
down pains are ever present-—that's
the time to use Dr. Hamilton’s Pills.
Irregularities disappear, vital energy
is restored, back trouble is forgotten.
The ailing sick woman gains strength,
improves in looks, increases in spirit
by using Dr. Hamilton's Pills, They
cure the conditions that rob her of
health and vigor. No medicine so
helpful as Dr. Hamilton’s Pills, 20c.
at all dealers,

Strong, Well-Formed
.
Healthy Children

By far the I percen| f pul-
monary nilne\c;:f:;in fron?:eh:hlr‘:ﬂ

tooping, contracted in childhood, which
prevents proper breathing.

If you have a child who shows a ten-,
dem-{ toward “round” or stooping shoul-
ders It Is your duty to take every means
possible to correct this fault,

SHOULDER BRACES

will prove of invaluable assistance to
you as they compel a natural erect car
riage, which means p r breathing,
and if done in time will incline your
children to become perfectly formed,
healthy men and women,

We have this brace in slzes suitable
for the child of four years or the adult
weighing 300 pounds. made en»
tirely of cloth it is easily washable and
may be worn without dh’coufort.

pw. $1.00 :
‘Wa n
o g 5

The Rexall Store

. (Christian Science Monthly.)

A _Dbill bas been intr d in the senate
providing that stenographers shall not be compelled to
reveal secrets committed to them by employers, . Such
a measure should be passed in every state. The secreta
referred 1o, whataver they may be, are mot the steno-

This reasoning places the p bl date of el
here in November. But the Government may
in passing its measure before going to the Coun.

_ iry, "I s0, trouble will begin at onée on the re-assemb-

ng of Parllament in July. The Oppoesition have ex-
pressed theirdetermination .to prevent, if possible, the
of thfs 'bill, and on two gréunds;—the pernictous |

98, the Ul itself, 50 the. passing of such!

e
RS

8, but the employers.

(London Free Press)
The broad spirit under which the Young Men's
Christian Association work Is conduected |

illustrated by the gift of $25,000 by sn American Jew

tor the work of the clatl

of his country,
e .

today is well |«

For a Few Weeks

Until the Bell Building is
completed, our friends wi
us at the Congregational
Church, nearly opposite our
old quarters,

e will have ample accom-
modation,  Come and see us,

among the color d men!

a
for by the minlster of|

ﬂﬂd latives, so far,as known, except a

representative .
t Indis morehum

were in
lf‘ln t the terms of the contract and
80 agalnst the fact that an arrange-
ment had been entered into without
glving them an opportunity to express
thelr views on the matter, .
After considerable discussion a dele-
gation was appointed to wait on the
Minister of Public Works and lay the
matter before him with a view to en-
listing his assistance in securing some
modification of the contract that would
ve St. John a more reasonalbe op-
portunity to retain some share of the
trade with the tropical islands. The
delegation appointed consisted of the
chafrman, T. H. Estabrooks, and H.
B. Schofleld, James Pender, L. G. Cros-
by, W. H. Thorne and'G. E. Barbour.
The Board of Trade e tee on

Every Lady

Shou :
Have a Pair of . .kf
FOR SUMMER.

PUMP

We Have Them in Tan, Vici Kid and Patent Leather, -

e $2025 F:fr.

SINGLAIR'S,

65 Brussels St.

civie licenses also reported progress
at the meeting of the council,

AMUSEMENTS.

New Pictures at the Nickel,

The Nickel has a new bill for the
mid-week and one that contains no
less than three distinct features, The
companies contributing to this de.
lighttul programme are Kdison, Bio-
graph and Kalem, three of the lead-
Ing film concerns in the world. The
Blograph picture, “His Mother's
Scart,” is claimed by the film journ:
als and by the makers to be the
grandest scenic story every moto-
graphed. This is certalnly a fllm de
luxe of the famous Blograph make-—
4 return to the old days of sensation-
ally fine pictures. The Edison story
is by the noted author Thomas W,
Henshaw and is entitled “Monsieur,"
4 most charming tale of Paris and
New York. The Kalem ' Co. furnish
the excitement and rough-riding in
the western plainman story “Slim
Jim’s Last Chance,” in which a most
realistic Indian rald is made. The
Tremont Male Quartette will sing
“The Bell in the Lighthouse,” and a
medley of camp meeting songs today
and on Thursday will render “The

amo Rag" and a medley of old
folks songs. Miss Wallace will have
new numbers too. The fine orchestra
into the bargain.

IN THE COURTS

County Court.

At the adjourned sitting of the May
session of the County Court Tuesday
morning the case of the New Bruns:
wick Bank vs. Scovil was resumed.
The defendants claim they never sign.
ed the note In question nor gave any
authority to Merritt Bros. to do so.
The plaintiffs claim the note was pro-
perly signed and that at the time. it
was made Scovil & Son were indebted
tq Merritts for more than $1,000,

The evidence of J. Whitney Scovil,
one of the defendants, was taken this
morning, and was similar to the evi-
dence given by his father on Mon-
day afternoon. Argument of counsel
was then heard after which Judge
Forbes charged the jury strongly in
favor of the plaintiffis. The jury re-
tired at 12.40. In the afternoon, the
Jury gave the following verdict:—

“In the opinion of this jury the firm
of Merritt Bros. Ltd., exceeded their
express authority in changing a sign-
ed blank draft into a promissory note
and that the alterations were so ap-
parent that the plaintiff should have
Insisted on sald alterations being ini-
tialed or approved of by J. B, Scovil
& Son. Therefore we bring In a ver
dict for the defendant, J. B. Scovil &

on,” %

The case of McDonald vs.' Rankine
was settled. The court was adjourned
until Friday morning at 10 o'clock.

Chambers.

Hearing was had before the Chief
Justice in Chambers Tuesday morning,
in the case of Lewls R. Murray, trus-
tee of the Ira A. McLean estate, vs.
Albert B. Pugsley and Bridget A. Mc-
Lean. Summons was returnable yes-
terday on the application of Albert
Bonnell, one of-the next of kin of Ira
A. McLean, to be added as defendant,
and be authorized to represent all the
next of kin, The Court considers; de-
cision on Friday. Ralph St. J, Freeze
supported the application, which was
opposed by E. P, Raymond, appearing
for the present defendants,

PROBATE.

Estate of Martha Stinson,
Estate of Martha Stinson, late of
Lorneville, Lancaster, widow, The ac-
counts and vouchers of Anne Jane
Cochran, widow, the administratrix,
are presented, with petition to pass
the same. Citation issued, returnable
on Monday, 17th July next, at 11 a. m.
J. King Kelley, procter.

Estate of Charles Ward,

Estate of Charles J. Ward, tavern.
keeper,  Last will proved, whereby
the deceased gives all his estate to
hie wife, Margaret, absolutely. The
testator died on 17th March last; his
widow on the 28th day of the same
month, without having proved her hus.
band’'s will. The wife made her will,
appointing Andrew Mcintosh, of the
parish of Simonds, florist, executor
and trustee, and directed him to div.
ide her property—one-half to be given
to her adopted daughter, Katie White
Ward; the other half to be equally div-
ided among her sisters and half-bro-
thers and half-sister. Practically all
the estate of which Mrs. Ward was
seized was what she got from her
husband. Charles J. Ward left no re-
ece, whoge residence {s unknown
Bev . Atoordingy. eimi
with the will annexed,
the husband's estate
Grew Mcintosh, the exe
tee gl u.l‘n wife's estat
on taln atreet, val
Personal estate,

ALE and STOUT
Credites appetite; makes meals taste

better; b healthy sl Keepit
always m g

house, . Your dealer
sells it, or you can order direct.

John Labatt

LONDON - CANADW

Parties in Scott Act Localities supplied for personal use. x Write 8t

John Agengy,

2024 Water Street.

Better Than Ever

This spring we have a
large and well-assorted
stock of

Office and Commercial
Stationery
Try “Government”
Blotting Paper
The Best Made

BARNES & CO., 84 Prince William St.

The New Brunswick Telephone Co., Ltd.
SPECIAL NOTICE

A New Telephone Directory

will be issued in July for - the ensuing six menths, Prosa

pective subscribers will please place their order before May '

3lst if they desire their names to appear in this issue,

No Entries or Corrections Will be
Received After May 31st

For information call Contract department Main, 1600

GAELIC

WHISKY

The Old Smuggler Bottle
GUARANTEED 10 YEARS OLD

UNVARYING HIGH-CLASS
QUALITY MAINTAINED
FOR OVER FORTY YEARS

GIVE IT A TRIAL AND
JUDGE FOR YOURSELF

—

mmg: \ B. W, Steeves; secretary,
|8, B. Bustin, Mo > ««.
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