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The City ‘Campaign Inaugurated Last Night
by a Mass Meeting of Government
Supporters,

Masterly Exposition of the ?olicy of the Administration by
Messrs. Drury and Duff—Mr. Riley Scores the
Opposition.

The opening mass meeting of the cam-
paign, s» far as the city is concerned,
was held last night in the A. 0. U. W.
hall, the building being well filled \fith
electors, who had braved the inclemency
of the weather in order to hear the candi-
dates discuss the political issues of the
day. Every elector present was well re-
warded, as for two hours Messrs. Riley,

Drury, Hall and Duff laid before them
the most substantial reasons why Vie-
toria shoul‘d return to Ottawa two sup-
porters of the present * ‘administration.
. Messrs. Riley and’ Hall contented them-
selyes with briei addresses, both of which
were well received, the facetious way in
which the first named handled his oppo-
~ments and scored their tactics creating
much amusement and putting the audi-
ence in good humor to receive the good
Liberal doctrine which was afterwards
dispensed to them.. »
Of the speeches of !l{éssm. Drury and
_;Duff there was but ‘one opinion expressed
on all sides. In these younger member§
of the fighting jine of the party in this
ce. the government have two of

R ¢

province, the .
the -ablest champions’ of their policy in
_the west. " Mr. Duff is by no’ means. a
tyro 'in public speaking, and 'th_eretore
his magnificent effort last - night hardly
came as a surprise. But the speech of
. Mr. - Drury, whose . oratorical talegts
have hitherto ‘been untried, completély
: captivated the ‘agudience, < his trer‘xchant
: arraigninent of the opposition polic¢y “and
his admirable logic winning him many
supporters among those who have hither-
to given their allegiance to the C(_msel:va-
tive party. In the event of his election,
pow generally conceded, Viectoria will not
Jack an able champion to plead her
cause eyen-on ‘t‘hebf}hoox qf the ‘national

parliament -and among her ‘E.b_ieglt ‘States- |

men. 4 iR 3
Chairman’s Address.

‘A, G. McCandless took the -chair and

said that the state of the weather” and

the fact that there were several other
attractions in the city no @qub_t accoqnt-
ed for the fact that there were not more
- onle: present; ‘As an independent yoter
i e "He ‘could not ‘vote. for ;he
Conservative ticket, and it was ot for
the interest ‘of -either the city: or country.
that any one should do so. He was f;_rm
-+ 4n thi& ‘belief that:the Liberal vgoyer-xampnt
 had' done: more for:the country i4n _t.he
past few years. than the - Conservative
‘government had done 'in -all .the years.it
was in power.
crease in*prosperity all 1
* gerred fo the preferential tariff and other
good ‘measures that had been enmacted by
_ the Liberal” government. ~He ‘was not
" prepared to say that the government had
done full justice to British Columbia, but

" §t had done more than the Conservative |

goyernment. ~The bill to. construct ithe
Yukon-Teslin railway was defeated: by
Senator ‘Macdonald and Messrs. . Karle
and Prior. If that road had been built
it would. have killed Skagway and built
up 4 -geod: business - for. ~this' ‘section,.
' "There . were, many reasons why ‘the pre-
. gent, government ;should. be continded 1n
_office, and members shoyld be'-returned
~“from this city who were in sympathy
with the government. He was opposed
to Messrs.  Prior .‘and” Earle’ on the
ground that they were not in sympathy
with the government and for that :reason
they would be unable to do anything for
the country. The chairman then intro-
dueed’ Mr. George Riley. ]
MR. RILEY.:

Mr. George Riley, who was .received
with. great applause, .referred .jocularly
in opening to the appeal for support for
Messrs. Prior and ‘Earle becanse of their
great service to the city. He said he be-

sieved that he 'could do tnore in six'f

months  than < Messrs;- Prior -and Earle
had done in twsalve tyears. . He had gone

to Ottawa last ‘year and with the assist- |-

‘ance of Senator Templeman had secured

the' settlement of the right of way ques-

tion through the Songhees. Indian re:

serve, which>was the:entering wedge to
the settlement of -thdat whole matter;

“Now,” -continued Mr. Riley, *‘these

- eandidatas claim to be. gentlemen. : Yel

fake copies of the Mantreal Star, bearing

. ithe title of the Tororto Globe, and en-

" losing ‘the picturés of the Conseryative

candidates in this city are being pi %
. es i 4 are being peddled
about by the secretary of the association.
: Co].- Prior says he is not a party to. it..
‘He is a party to it. ‘A man who would.

do ‘that is’ no gentleman, and I would
be very sorry toiride in the train to Ot-
tawa . with' him.”
owed an apology t6 Mr:/"McPhillips. - He
had ‘always accnséd that gentleman -of
talking too much, but feared.he :might
drop into the samie rat. Mr: McPhillips
- had claimed that the Liberals had appro-
priated the term ¥rom’ the Liberal:Con-
serw{atives, but the facts. proved: the
Tories to/he the sinners in this respect.
Mr. Riley said-he believed the city was
on the eve of great prosperity. The: elec-

There was a generai in..
all around. He re-{

(Loud laughter.). He:

‘t ¥et' this -difference was More- than met

[ tors would be called on in a few days to
say whether they wished this to be the
terminus of the Great Northern railway.
If elected he would favor not only this
step but also the extension of the Island
road to Cape Scott. :»The subsidy. for
this. road had been practically pledged
last year and would have been granted
had the parties been ready to.go on with
it. . Were that done Victoria would. cor-
ral the northern trade.. (Applause.)
Every: day, almost,.the papers contained
accounts of large consignments of gold
arriving in Seattle from the Yukon. Of
what benefit was this gold to Vietorid?.
The public work he indieated would di-
rect the stream of Canadian gold to a
Canadian city.

The speaker also mentioned the estab-
lishment of a mint and the claim Victoria
had for that institution. “Will' we be
likely to get it,”.'he asked, “if Earle and
Prior are elected? Not much.” T would
almost like to see Mayor Garden electéd
in Vancouver if Victoria elects two Lib-
eralg for reasons of a similar nature.”
He also referred jocularly tothe candi-
dature of Mr. Dewdrey at New West-
minster, - “And the Sea Quéén Wakes”
is running for Nanaimo,” H&'toncluded,
“but, it 'won’t ‘wake’ worth~ a - cent.”
(T.aughter and cheérs.) :

RICHARD HALL, MP.P.

3 e
Richard ‘Hall,: M.P.P,, said: that: al-
ithough he ‘was’a member' of the legisla-
ture, sp2aking” was not ir his' line, and
he would as leavée be il South"Africa and
let a Boer take a ‘snip/ng shot at-him as
make a speech. i
He referred to a remark made by a
Conservative after the election of ‘1896.
Meeting a friend who said that although
the ' Liberals 'had = been " retarned; they
would only be there for four years. “For
four yéars,” repliéd the other, “now that
they are in power they will remain ‘thére
‘for tweniy-five: years.”” “And  so - they
will,” ecommented ths speaker, “if they
continue to administer affairs in the same
business-hke way as they have for- the
past four years.” 4
Continuing, he said that the aggrega-
tion of men at the head of affairs were
certainly business men. ' In ‘connection
with preferential trade, he said, business
‘between - nations ‘was--reguldfted by- the
same conditions and influences:as privats
business. : Yrogn TS
So admirably had affairs been admin-
istered that 400,000 or 500,000 -had been
added to the'population of the -counfry,.
and' taxation had not fallen any ‘heavier
than before, although expenditure had
inereased. Sk ;
~. Vietoria particularly required friends at
Ottawa just now, when the harbor ‘need-
ed attention 'and  the island ‘railroad ex-
tension “was under eontemplation::
Regarding the sending of''the contin:
“gents, he repudiated the ‘suggestion' that
the gdvernment was unwilling ‘to send
‘troops. The government was thoroughly
loyal. - 'Sir Wilfrid, Laurier ~had ‘acted
without indecent haste, but had felt pub-
li¢ opihion,”and when 'he found it favor-
‘ed helping thé Mothérfand the contingent
was “afloat in ‘three weeks’ "The Con-
I servative candidates weére maKing d great
deal ‘of a confention that Canadsa was
the eleventh of the cdlonies'to offer:aid
to the Motherland. = But théy forgot to
say ‘that-Canada’s contingent ' was the
second to ‘go.’ (Applause.y " " :
Briefly itemizing the refofmy instituted
by the  administration, the “§peaker in-
stanced ‘the abdlition of “sub-Jetting of
contracts, the doing away with piecs
'work, the establishment of a ¢onciliatory
"board ‘of arbitration, the establishment
of penny 'postage, and the ‘increasé in
the tax on the Chinese.” The . Liberals
had raised the tax as much'in four years
ag the  Conservatives' had” in eighteen
years, and he fully believed that if re-
turned they would evolve a séttlement of
that ‘troublesome question as satisfactory
as that of the Manitoba schodl question.
(Loud applause.) ek
.Concluding,; Mr. Hall  remarked ithat
although it -had been claimed that elec-
tors should not’be governed by motives
of self-interest, no one nééd. be ‘con-
science-Stricken in supporting the Lib-
eral candidates, as they would be jvot-:
 ing for the hest governmént Canada had
ever liad. (Loud applause)’ ~ ~ °
MR.. DRURY.

R..» L. Drury met with a rousing re-
ception, and in opening :condemned; the
:tacties. of. the .opposition ‘as - evidenced*
by - the :distribution -of . the Globeedition
of the Star, 3 SRR TR T haliils

He next took up the report of remarks
of Col.; Prior in' regard: to the Crow’s
Nest Pass railway, in which he was said
to have stated that the C.-P..R. had not
. received an acre of land, and the Liberal
government had. given it to Messrs, Cox

~Pri?r, and. that ;gentleman. had. utterly
denied ;making the statement. Any re:
‘ference to the granting of the lands-of
the Crow’s Nest by, %é Dominion : gov-
ernmenf was absurd, as the grant: had
been made by the local government to
the B, 'C. Southerh. What (¢l. Pridr
had said "was that'the Conservatives of-

‘| fered $1,500,000 and a loan ‘of $2D,000

{per mile, wheréas the Liberals had given
$83,000,000, ‘which was perféétly ‘correct.

by the‘securing of ‘50,000 &eres of the
evoal grant and by the reduetion “of the
freight rates from 10 to 33 per cent.
-These : remissions: in' freight rates more
:than-made.up the difference in thé two

SR e e e o gy -

- Oanada. & -
and Jaffray, . He had called on Colonet

BT e tees et

figures. The government’s action had
been the first check that great corpora-
tion, the. C. P. R, had ¥eceived. E(Ap-
plause.)... ;7. .
He also spoke of the great
Development of ‘Trade

under Liberal rule, It was a siriking
fact that for the first time in years the
manufacturers had this year not an ex-
hibit at the Toronto Industrial Exhibi-
tion, owing, as Manager Hill said, to the
fact that ‘they were too busy in filling
orders to prepare goods for exhibition.

Not only was this the casé, but the
piano factories wére running night and
day, indicating not alone activity éin a
certain branch of business, but that the
people were Pprosperous, because pianos
are an article of luxury which are:only
purchased - when people - “have . ample
means, (Applause.) 4

In the districts their opponents had led

‘the electors to believe that their binder

twine was taxed to-day more than ever.
The governmént had entirely removed the
duty, and besides the factory at Kings-
ton - . penitentiary only supplied .one-
eighth of the trade, and there was the
freest competition in this article.

They did not. tell the farmers that the
price of twine was due to natural .causes
—to the war and other causes—and that
every ship chandler in the city could tell
them the same thing. S

He did not know whether or ‘not the
prosperity of the country should be em-
ployed for election purposes. If it was
the opposition themselves had made it an
jssue, because they have predictedthat
under Liberal rule the’country’s“indus-
tries would be crushed. (Hear, hear.)

Their opponents, however, should not
be treated too seriously, as Sir Hibbert
Tupper himself had stated at Brandon
that ‘during the heat of a campaign he
would not believe anyone on oath.’ Such
a statement was not rémarkable, in ‘vie?v_
of the fact that at Sydney in 1896 his

venerable Father had asked to “be judged

for all time by a ‘prediction that' the
Conservative party would | sweep” the

country. :
He also, touched upon

The Unple,asant‘\ Surprise A

which Sir Hibbert Tupper had at: Bran-
don, when, ‘after revamping the old

Philp charge, ho was met by a written

apology to Mr. Sifton:from Sir Charles
Tupper;,  his father,» who had made a
wholesale retracticn = of these ' cgharges
when threatensd with:legal proceedings.

He also guoted the ‘remarks, of, Sir
Charles Tupper in the House, when on

.the submission of the fiscal policy;af the

government .the leader of the oppgaition
had predicted ruin to Canadian indus-
tries.  He was now fiying to evade the
effect of that statement by saying. that
the tariff had since ebanged. So.it. bhad
been; “buf the net redpction had,, been
only ‘about $400,000, and if the griginal
statement were true. the reductio?I only
emphasized its force. v

Coming to the’preference, he said it
had been of the greatest benefit tmtrafi-
ers, At this very port the remissign in
duties had ' amounted :to -$62.000.,This
had been left in the pgckets of the -citi-
zens of Victoria. He didn’t earejwhe-
ther it was claimed that that sufgjcame
to the consumer or the:trader. If,{o the
latter, the money went:to make)wages
higher and to enlarge accommodatign. It
benefited - the citizen.just as mugh as
though it was remitted off the tayes.

The  speaker created —considerable
amusement by referring to the contest
in Grey county between Dr. Dianderkin:
and ~Mr. Richardson, the Conservative:
candidate, who; while he conde the’
tariff on-the platform, ran an advertise-
ment in the papers stating that owing to
the great reduction ih the tariff Be was

enabled to sell goods’ cheaper. (Eaugh- :
ter.) ‘It reminded the “speaker off'@ bill |

poster. he once saw. :snnouncingfa lec-

“God ' Save the 'Queen.” (Reémewed

laughter.y 4 " g 55
These-men professed~to be skepiical of

the benefits of the preference,’ byt the

‘truth: was mighty-and -would pre9ail;

One advantage of the tariff hash-been
that American-houses trading in Cpanada
had ‘been -forced to i i

Reduce Their Prices -1
to meet the . preferefitial tarift’’ rate,
which .gave Britain such an advédntage
in our ;markets. & o

During the last thiee years of ‘Gonser- |

vative ‘government ‘the import¥" had
amounted ‘to $239,000,000, whilé"f‘ from
1897 to 1900, under Fdberal rule,’it had
inereased - to  $345,000,000,  a gain of
$112,000,000, (Cheérs.) A
Conservatives claimed that some re-

turn ‘should be made to meet i pre;

ference, although mone of them kad the's

temerity to econdemn it. They elaimed

‘that - if ' they "had - beéen doing it they

would- have got more. ‘The natumal ‘an-
swer to that was—why didn’t they do-it
when they had the chance? If the day
of free trade- within“the Empire ever
came it would be remembered that the
man who made’the first advance in that
direction had been Sir Wilfrid Tjaurizr.
(Lioud cheers.)

Had Canada not

Benefited Immensely

%
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by it? . War orders amoutning to $2,000,- |
000 had been’ placed: .-in

Canada for
horses, hay, :clothing, boots and:shoes,
and from this very city the biggest ship-
ment -of stores perhaps that had ever
left Victoria had gone'to fill a wag office
order, : f (14

‘The speaker then mentioned the fact
that Canadian securities had been placed
on what 'is known as the truste 'list,
which is confined by ‘the law &% Brit-
‘ain to special - securities. The -finance
minister had floated the only 2% per’ cent.
colonial loan ever placed on-‘Tiondon

‘market, and these 23 securities néw stood

higher than  other
cents. ‘s ¢ '

Another result ofithat preferefice had
been- the :abrogation of the’ Germian and
Belgian: freaties, and now we:Had the
further welcome news that a branch of
the royal mint was to be established in

colonial thrée per

; e
-No -one-he : thought in the halwould

deny. that: this came-as:one of the: bene-

fits . directly  resulting . from thetprefer-
ence.: . SFlear;” hear.)) i ‘ w19 i

He had spoken of .the practical bene-
fits. - But there was ‘@& sentimental side
to it all:-- Canadians. were promder to-
day of:their citizenship in the Empire
than éver before, ' Did they not glory in
their: corifiection with : the MotHé
What had their opponents doré t& stimu-
late " 'that régard? *They ha@d* .said:

| “It our‘fiscal policy s ‘inimical o ‘Brit- | riouncls
ish-interest, 8o much the worse for Brit-'|'aPpeal as ‘corrupt,’ ériminal ‘dnd ~'disloya];",zch’li1‘sion ‘that Canada ought gt the earliest

ish *' connéction.” * The ‘present*dgovern-
ment’s’ aection; on th¥:éontrary, had pro-

and had béen the theme of the grear:st

.of British poets, Rudyard Kipling. (Ap-

‘members. Loud applause.)

{ - “I say, sir, that the rejection of Messrs.
‘fure on' infidelity, which coneluded: with

:If, sir, in addition to these- enterprises

. foot of land in this city which would not

Fbut many ‘times declaring

“Bak prodiaitied ‘Mr. Sifton ‘as ‘a’ bosdlibr,
Yand ?

“drguments” ahd- representations ‘o ;.
vokéd the admiration’of the Britigh press | : b tions ‘on yo
of the greatest statestten of the ®mpire.’

, ESteen and nititual confidence?”

plause.) ?

- He hoped later in the campaign, at a

méeting in ‘the theatre, to' deal with a |

pumber of ‘loc¢al.issues. i SR
But he would. now refer only to the

local management. of the post office,

Under the management of Mr. Mulock;

the department: had received the min<}

ister’s personal attention, and he had re-
duced the -deficit from $800,000 to
$47,000. He had also introduced .the
penny postal rate to Britain, and .al:
though the Conservatives had - predicted
a -greater deficit than. ever, such had
not been the result. : ‘
There wasn’t a business man in Viec-
toria who, if he had a manager who
would handle his business in such a way,
but would raise his wages. And perhaps
that was the reason that the clerks in
Victoria post office -were getting

Higher Salaries

than ever before. .(Loud applause.)

He felt he must draw his remarks to
o close.

Voices—“Go on.” “You're doing weill,”
et:. - :

He felt like calling Mr. Earle to, ac-
count for his statement that the Lib-
erals had not redeemed a single pledge.
On the contrary they had carried out
reforms to which they were never
pledged, sugh .as penny postage and a
preferential tariff. But they had prom-
ised to settle the Manitoba school ques-
tion and to reform the franchise laws.
Did not they do:so? ;

If his audience considered Sir Wilfrid
Laurier's fiscal. and general policy a
good. one, he thought. it their privilege,
not their duty, to support him. 'Bth
complaint had been made that the ele¢-
tion had been brought on. before the
census had been taken, and redistribu-
tion took place. Yet, Victoria, had such
been. ;done, could hardly -expect to be
granted its present represemntation; but
before ‘another election, umder  Liberal
rule, e Bielieved the city would mdvance
so muchethat they would still retain two.

The chairman then introduced M.
Dufl. :

MR. DUFF. { %

The speaker hoped the audience would’
not-be alarmed by the statement that hie_
was to he the principal' speaker, as- ke’
intended to curtail His remarks.very"
much; Continuing he said: LS

“The oceasion of the pending electi?r'g‘
ic one of the most 2

P
>

Important Junctures
in the history of this city.

“f ‘am not one -of those who believé al-
together in parochial ‘pelitics. I b&ie}re
in a patriotism broad enough'to embrace’
the whole country, and nothing less _thtuil'.
the whole country. But, &ir, on this éc:
casion, I have no hesitation ‘in saying
that the electors of this distrief ‘can find
the whole duty of a pagri(ot——from'whatj
ever standpoint theéy regard it, whether
as residents of this city, as citizens of
this Dominion, or as citizens of that
wider federation known as the British
Empire—1 say, from whatever stand-
point they regard it, they will find. the
whole of their patriotic duty summed up
in ‘the Dbrief admonition, “Vote for the
iwo gantlemen who repfesent the govern:
ment 1y this contest. . X

“1 yenture to- go further, aad say. that
before this contest closes. every: elector fn
this city who 7is open to -conviction will
realize that evavy vote for Messrs. Drury
and: Riley i5.a yote for the consolidation
of ‘the Baapire; every vote for them is™%
vote for the preservat'on and prospei
of -the Canadian- Union; and every vote.
for Col, :Prior and Mr. Earle is_a vote
agamst the-most yital and immediate .in-
terests of the city of Victoria. .. £
Dzury. and Riley will ‘be. a- most: serious,,
perhaps, fatal, blow to- the commereial,
interests of this ‘city. :-Remember, gen-
tlemen, the question before you is ngt,
whether. you shal -be represented ' by.
Liberals:or Conservative- members.:- The.
question is, «shall you+-be represénted; b_y
the igovernment -candidates, -or shall you
for! the.next- five ‘years, as for-the past
four; i be -without representation -in the
Parliament of Canada? it oo

“You have, sir, referred to enterpfises:
of ‘wery great moment to ‘this ecity. | It
is ‘mot possible to'exaggerate the intport-
ance of the "extension *of the B."& N.
railway to the northérn.-end of the Isl:
and. It is mnot possible  to exuggerate.
the importance to-this. eity of a railway.
tosthe: Yukon, -having for s  southern
terminus a port in British-Columbia; I
am;not ‘wrong, I think,“in ‘saving that
the .construction “of -these works WiH in-
volve the .expenditure of many "hiiixdxf‘é s
of thousands of doHars in this pro¥ihce.

we,; should .succeed.in having established
a hrgnc.h of the royal mint in thig city,
I think I am not wrong in saying fhat
every . dollar.of trade would be many:
times augmented, and. there is not'one‘

be many times increased in. value
. “The plain :

Busing@ss Question

which we have to“face is this, shall we
place the interests of Victoria in refer-
ence to these® matters in the hands - of
Messrs. Prior and BEarle, or in the hands
of Mgssrs.'Drury and Riley? We have.
certain demands to maké, and’' many
favors to ask from the government'6f
the Dominion. "'We have two sets of Ak’
vocates. On the one hand, we have
Messrs. Drury and Riley,, who are nof:
only. in political sympathy with the'
members ' of the government and their’
ledding supporters in and out of parlia-

not be forgotten, gentlemen, that Vie-
toria is at present in a favored position
as to representation in the Dominion
parliament, We have two members out

“of a fotalof Six-alloted to"the province of

British Columbia. .You must also re-
member that on the basis of the present
population of the Dominion, the unit
of gepresentati(m is somewhere between
twenty and twenty-five thonsand. A re-
distribution of seats must take place
before the close of the mnext parliament,
and if the interests of Victoria are not
protected by the use of every weapon
which our armory affords; if we should

.commit the unpgardonable fault of send-

ing two opponents of the administration
to represent us in the House of Com-
mons, we may, not unnaturally, look
forward to the serious risk of losing the
favored position which we now occupy.

“But you are asked to support these
gentlemen out of gratitude for their pub-
lic services. What are these services?
Let the point them out. Sir, when the
life and works af Lieut.-Col. Edward
Gawlor Prier and Mr. Thomas KEarle
come to be written, they will doubtless
contain many,interesting things, but you
will search the volumes in vain for the
record of any public act which has re-
dounded to the advantage of the citizens
of this community.  (Liaughter and ap-
plause.)

“But since they appeal to their ser
vices, let us look at

The Plain Facts
in connection with the most vital ques-

tion, so far as the eity is «concerned,
which has come before parliament since

,,h;t‘he construction of the C. P. R.

“Lat ‘me briefly récount thé - eircum-
gtances. - The' . gold® ~discoveries in the
Canadian -Yuken in 1897 gave rise to an
enormous trade with that:portion of Can-
ada. A struggle immediately ensued be-
tween the -coast cities of this province
and the American cities of the Pacific
coast for the control of that trade. The
American cities succeecded in some way
in enlisting the support of their National
government, or the officers of the govern-
ment, and-the efforts of-our merchants
were hamperéd and at first completely
nullified by the harassing and vexatious
restrictions and regulations imposed at
Skagway. A cry went up from this
province for relief. A demand was made
for the establishment of a means of com
gercial transportation ifito “our ownter:
ritory in the Yukon which would relieve

| us from the necessity of crossing Ameri

¢an territory-at'Skagway. The Canadian,
government yielded to the demands of
this province. . They formed a pelicy,
they laid that policy before Parliamient.
That poiicy was this: The comstruction
of a railway having its southern términus
at.a ‘port in -British Columbia. $6 Teslin
Liake ‘by way- of Telegraph ,Q!ee,k._,and‘
‘the ‘provision ‘of tramsportation facilities.
from Teslin Lake to :Dawson-City.. 1n
order to ‘earry that policy into .effect; the
government, -before parliament - opened,
entered into a eontract with McKenzie
& Mann, the ‘well-known railway buitd-
ers, for the construction of a railway
from Telegranh : Creek to Teslin Lake
and the provision of transportation facili-
ties’ to 'Dawson City. The

Policy. of the Government.

was to construct a railway from an ocean
port in British Columbia, but time was
the first considération. You remember
the urgent appeals that went forward
from " this eity urging that delay would
be fatal, The government,responded: to,
thoSe ‘appeald, ‘thiey decided”to ‘commehnce
construction of the work at the middle
point and they entered into the contract
I -have, mentioned, $vhich provided for
the construction of the line from. Tele-
graph Creek to Teslin Lake by the lst
September, . 1898. Now, -gentlemen,
there . is' no.reasonable doubt as to

cnr rights of, navigation of the Stikine

for. commercial purposes. . The United:
States. ‘"government ‘could ‘make regula:’

tions to.prevent smuggling ‘into their |

own. territories; but they :could not ‘ims
Doee customs: duties; they eould not pre-

.vent -the -transhipment -of 'cargoes; and

. Canadian route,

they counld impose. no reguldtions whieh
would interfere, with. the right of nhvi-
gation of that river. . If the policy of

the government: had gone.into. effect, we |

should have had established and in oper-
ation. on.the 1st of September; 1898 a
transportation :route to Dawson, which
for. all. commercial .purpesés ‘was--an!” all
(Applause.) ;
“But yeu must remember that that
was -only ‘the beginning. The govern-
ment propoesed, in view of the extreme
‘argency andi'the vital imiportance! of
haste to the people of this city, to begin.

‘the construction of ‘their railway' at: the

ment, but who through themselves and

mniddle point.” 'But thbty wére pledged
by. the most explicit declarations.to' ex-
tend that railway southward t6 a point
in British- Columbia, : :

. It was urged by the opposition” that
vexatious regulations would be imposed
at the mouth of the Stikine, = The goy-
ermment said the United States  govern-
ment cannot do that without ‘violating
the Treaty of Washington, and even they
will hesitate long before they will .tear
up without notice a solemn ftreaty with
Great Britain. . Theéy said our bording
privileges at Skagway )
grace and favor only, but our rights on
‘the Stikine are absolute rights, guaran-
teed-" to us by' the' ' obligations of ‘a
solemn international - compact between

the United States” and Great Britain..

But -the government said, ‘We & have

taken ¢are that if we 'should < be ‘har-

assed, we shall have a remedy. We
shall ask parliament for an appropria-

their own' intimate personal connections , tion ‘to survey - the route to an ocean.
in Bastern Canada, have been associated | port in British- Columbia, and if our

for many years in‘ various ways ‘with’ rights should be impéded or threatened:

the leading

ling Liberals and with the “men | we: shall forthwith commence the :con-

who now control, and for years to come
yvijl control -the Federal politics.of. this:
country, = On the other hand, you have
Col. Prior and Mr. Earle. They are .not |
only political opponents of the .govath-.
ment andtheir fellowers. “They are, .in
addition, “bitter and uncbﬁmfdixﬁii‘ﬁg
partisans, - Col.“Prior has 'been going
about this donstituency; ‘and’ not once,

Jmany - tim, ring the Taurier.
administration  the: most eorrupt adminis:
tration ever kilown to this country. 'He

‘and Mr, Tarté-as a traitof.  Gentlenien,
when your' cafiSe ‘comes hefore the gov-
drnment and ‘parliament ‘of Canada, do
‘y8u ‘wish to-efitrust it ‘to men' & ave
been ‘denouncing the men ‘to. whom they

straction of the railway from Telegraph {

Creek to the Pacific Coast, and we
complete -it. without delay.’ by 3o
. “That, sie, was the policy  of: the
goyernment, = aeal

shall

~“Before I proceed further let re say

that 1t is not open to the oppositidn. in
this city to’ question ‘the  wisdom of the
‘policy  of "the government. T will call

‘themselves as Wwitnesges. The 'first wit-.
4 néss iy Sir Charlés Tapper, and hig evi-
| derice is“containéd in an intérview.pub-

lished “in' the ‘Mail #dd Bmpire' (his or-

l'#ah in" Ontariv) in' Jabuary 27th; 1808.
. He' stated ‘that the 'ronte’ chopen:is the

best _that ‘could - have been. selected.

who have ..‘When I was in fhe West,' he sald, ‘I

made enquiries, and T reached the con-

‘or will you not leaye it to:men to whose possible’ moment to have Gommunication

‘behalf thére will be added ‘all ‘the influ-
€nce which eomed with- friéhdshslp " and

ey

with the Yikon. "I'{mpressed it upon the
"British ‘Columbia " governtient ‘that it

showld ™ co-opérate with the' Dominion

t.must ~ government to i1 -ire ‘the construétion of

imme@iately to Mr. Sifton.

are matters of,

a link between the Stikine riy

P e
Teslin lake. = At Winnipeg, ] (1(,5.1.131.“,'1
that  the undertaking was a ue(.e_\f\.i;\‘.l

and when I returned to Ottawa | went

. I iI]] resse
upon him the absolute necessity OIE oo

ing up the route to secure Canadi.
trade. " I said to him: ‘You hm]-,\l o
a.r’guments against government (‘:”M“m_;
tion on the Crow’s Nest Pass rajlws.
am ‘willing to ‘withdraw all that if‘”’ I
Wl.ll go ahead and give that mun'l"\-w‘
railroad. As a matter, of prineiple \I.\
oppos.ed to’ government (‘()n.\‘ll‘m-rj‘,w T
| here is a case in whieh T quite cgy),,
the eountry ought to be prepared
necessary, to-build the road in on,., ,
secure - ‘an . aH-Canadian ’ ‘
secure the trade of the
ada,
“
Me‘::;'s.tox\ftzlilcekeanr;in%m\?tS e
$ Z Mann, Sip
Tupper said that they wera
had the capi s And e 0
e capital, resources and oo,
carry it out. They were Inw.}.-lw‘fﬂ"
only men in Cdnada who coulq o HE
undertaking through in the tim,.l,f ;
was specified. ‘
‘Sir” CHatles "considered that thes
ernment ought ‘to have acted i), ...
promptness, that much \:ﬂmlv]i\
had been lost, and if his SUze \im:, .
been acted upon the project \\.mi‘\a i
an gdvanced state now. The fn“r T‘M t
trail- ~was to be put Thml.}h hat .
weeks so that the distance
the Stikine river and Teslin lake n
covered in three days is in hi\-‘
ment of great importance, -Ha i
_slllelters should be erected at m:*‘}‘,\
places for the accommodation ¢ .
fiood of traffic that will g((l)qitrll{.m el
The completion of the road by
tember is slower work than ‘
bgen done had the question be
with garlier. Still it will be
most importance to Canadia
§1r Charles gives the
or acting wi iZor ;
shown and ‘::Zl;rtzuig twgm G N
e Ourindi sserts “1 the  opening of
’anadian route was strongly urgen
by "him upon both governments infor.
ested as the proper course to kpurw;x—
He does not anticipate any trouble T
the United States in tmnsi‘erring mrww
from the ocean hoats to river bn“n‘:“t’\
Wrangle. Tf however, such shoul(‘i h-m
; 4 ap-
genit Camada ha.s Fort Simpson to fy)
Viacceaab;lel,)on’ which will be equally ser.
“ 2
His f'n'ther evidence is contained iy
a speech ‘delivered in the House of (',
Mons inthe session of 1898. ‘In my juie.
ment; - from’ the first moment the .1
importance of that Canadian Yuknnhm‘[
field attracted: publie attentioh, fh(‘l‘v‘hq‘\-
;be_en a‘most determined effort ‘on the pat
Q_f_ .the. Unitéd States of Ametrica and of
citizens of that country to grasp and turp
to their own advantage all the énormoys
bgue}i’t that is to be derived from the
furnishing of ‘supplies to the people who
.£0 .there, and to provide far their transit
into and ont of the country. ‘'Therefore,
when my ;attention was, directed to this
subject,- I. gave it the most careful con-
sideration in -my<power,. regarding it not
vas a -party question but as one of vital
importance:-to every Canadian; and have
felt it my duty to examine the question
in the light;of all the information I could
get while on the Pacific codst, ‘where !
was receiving ‘a great deal’ ©f ‘attention.
[ I came to ‘the conclusion that the ronte
by the Stikine river and Teslin lake was
not only thé best route  but the only
available route for the construection of a
railway during the present season.’
“The. next witness’T will| eall is the
Victoria Colonist, ;a _consigtéht witnes,
for, tI_xeﬁ'Cploniist‘ ha's ‘contifived 16 ‘the pre-
sent day to denounce the conduct of the
opposition in defeating that measure—
I am reading from an editorial published
in February, 1898: ‘Hon. Clifford. Sifton
has declared that the task of constructing
the  Stikine-Tezlin railroad. is. almost
Superhumagii; That is strong.language.
but not -itoestrong. FPew -people can
grasp . the magnitude -of  what Messrs.
;Mackehzie & Manu '’ bdve undertaken.
';“_Ff:‘j be!ieve they-will suecceed, but only
those' who ‘haye made’ actual calculatious
of what must be done in order that the
150, miies of railway may bé completed
by September 45t ean’'have any' idea of
the. magnitude of the undertaking. The
actual ‘work of building the road is not
a very.serious matter. | If thé contractors
.Were’ given two_years in which to do
the, work they, would accomplish it with-
out..any -very great difficulty, but it is
to be remembered that. they have practic-
ally .only- four months and that during
this short period everything msed in con-
struetog the railway, except; the right
‘of.avay and the ballast, must be taken up
the 48fiking river. . Thisis: what Wil
make the,undertaking. exceptiapally dif-
ficult;: and if tke econtractorg.can mal-
ageé to carry out their bargunthey wil
deserve the- firss 'place among railway
builders;.. We -venture to 'say that 1o
men ever before undertook to build 15¢
miles - of: “railroad ‘under “such circun
'stinces in the same Tength of time. For
‘tun#tély, both centractors”are men who
Irave' emergy 'and experience
them in' their fremendous ‘undertaking
and“‘the ‘faét that they havé put w2
‘Yery substanfial guarantee shows that
they  believe themselves able to do what
they are attempting.’ !
My néxt, witness'is the British Colunt
bia Board of Trade. This is the message
which was sent from Victoria to the Set-
.ate of Cansda on this subject:
i “The B. C. Board of Trade begs 10
| draw.your attention.to the fact that un-
less the Lake Teslin road is built this
year untold loss will be entailed upon ihe
merchants and shippers of this province,
.and: that:if the Northern' trade is 10
directed immediately into purely Car
{ adian channels; 4. permanent and irre
' trievable loss would be sustained by the
Domihion, “and we must enter our ear”
est ‘@nd emphatic ‘protest against 80
legislation that may ~ retard the work
no'w going on.’
il ot wrext " witness 1. will call is C0
Pri‘."f."' He also is a consistent witness
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Has Always Stated
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