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Legislative Préss Gallery, Jan. 19.
John Jardine, elected to the ::E'gisla-
d re-

in 1909 assthe official® Liberal
andidate, is now a supporter jof the

before
ne in-
hinted

Tt has been known since long
he House met| that Mr. Jardi
ended to take this step, and he
it himself seven weeks ago|in an
Yesterday | after-
in the course of the debate on
he address, he took the plunge formal-
v and may now be considered s the
hirty-ninth Conservative in the House.
In anticipation. of the speech [which
he member for Esquimalt was tq make
was a full attendance of |mem-
hearty
mem-
burst forth and lasted "fpHy a
In fact, Mr. Jardine was more

re

His speech was a short one,-but bore
| the- marks of having been carefully
In it he gave approyal to
government’s railway poliey, ap-
to its wuniversity policy, .ap-
to its :land settlement policy,
proval to its handling of finances,
nd as a workingman expreésed the
tmost conﬁﬁence in the government
the only friend . of the.workler. It
doubtful if the pz:emier or.-any|mem-,
of his administration is asg_ san-

» of the future as Mr. Jardipe ex-
ssed himself to_ be. : ¢
'he railway policy come
ia] praise from Mr. Jardin
returned to it twice in the
his remarks. He applauded,
servedly and had no fear of the
nce's bargain taGrning out a ba
spite of this optimism he said
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consolidating the existing railwa;
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Mr. Jardine was warmly congrgtulat-

ed by Conservatives, members and out-

iders after the House rose.

Endorses Railway Policy.

Mr. Jardine, after a few prelimpinary
emarks, quoted the following | para-
hrone:
‘In order to provide a more expediti-
us-method by which raifway compan-
es will be enabled to secure incorpora-
a - bill
y acts.
pilitat-
com-
He

in incorporation of railway

“In looking over the address |I..was
mpressed with|that paragraph,|and I
hink it is befitting that something of
slative
invest
have
we are
olum-
at de-
vern-
ailway
V. en-

orm to give those prepared to
ir money an opportunity to
ree trade in railways as far as
apable of doing so in British (
We are on the eve of gre
and [thanks to the gl
induguranted the r
which was so thoroughl]
by the |people,~ almost wiping
Liberal party. (Conperva-
Well, T have no. [reflec-
in having; |voted
or the railway policy. I 'am onlly too
nd my
have
pnser-
alway
olicy is what we have been clamoring
for on this side for many years. We
( e that a great jnheritance bplongs
people of British Columbia and
it should |pe conserved for the
people. Like the fourth mber
Vancouver,
think it is not only by méans-of
lways we require velng ‘but we also
relief ins.the. particulars of
necessities. “T hope that the
which started thisibenev-
tion| will continue oh| these
ke charge and see thiat the
free access to all the.re-
and necessities of life (m rea-
 terms. |
know of no reason \nhy oW
't maintain_the presperous. con
hich prevail at the present tim
innot be disputed that on. every|
n every hamlet, every =ectlon, th
le are satisfied with.conditions.| True,
ve laboring men are mnot satisfipd but
I believe most firmly-that the time will
ome when even afConsorvativz gov-
rnment will see the need for legiklation
nd command the support of the|labor-
ng classes. (Conservative cheers,) It
nakes no difference to me from what
urce we get that relief so long|as we
‘“t it, and T would .be. as well pleased
zet it from a Conservative gpvern-
'ent, from this Conservative gpvern-
~nt, as T would from a Liberal gov-
nment (renewed Conservative gheers)
't of Sir Wilfrid Laurier or gny; it
s no difference; all we want is a
r H'xportumty to reap the benlefit of
r labor and see that our labgr will
hance the comfort and susténance
vant in our homes. T cannpt un-
tand why the workingman’s| home
nld not be as comfortahle and cosv.
! his children as -well clothed, ps any

it the

cheers.)

second and be sure that ]
according t6 my -light.> (C
vative cheers.) |1 believe- this: r:

hold
ent

oot

‘T e

fitions
el It
hand,
e peo-

when
sponse

feve the day is dawning|
working classes will find a re
e hearts of the Conservatiyes of
sh Columbiga, and when that] takes
I believe the government will be
ned probably for longer than we
any conception of.” (Prolonged

iservative cheers.)
Endorses Land Policy.
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nce

that the government
and gratifying to know
Intended to.use it for the
of those roads absolutely
for the deyvelopment of the

had a

that
exten-
meces-

Ty prov-

who spoke yesﬁerday. :

was pleasant to 'know, Mr. Jardine

ince. Under no circumstances, as em-

phatically outlined by theé premler,

would he have anyone go back very-far{ -

from the arteries that would enable
them to reach the cities with theéir pro-
duce. There were plenty of opportuni-
ties to put settlers on land that would
compare favorably with any in the

KEmpire in communities where, if mot}

thoroughly used to conditions, it would
be only a question of a .short time

when those with them who had somej}-

experience of the country could in-
struct these people and théy could sus-
tain: themselves and have ‘some profit:
Instead of decrying the .government,

people should be applauding them for|:

accomp'ishing what they had. - We
had had enough of lean years and e
cidn’t want to see the province - go
through it again. If we were careful-
ly and wisely directed in regard to onr
own resources we need fear mno‘ evil
from that .source for many-a long day
to come. Continuing. he reverted - to
the railway policy and said:

McBride’s Railway Policy.

“The guiding star of the hand of
those, no matter who compose the gov-
ernment of British Celumbia, must be
the guiding hand that either makes
or unmakes for the weal and welfare
¢of -the country, and we certainly ex-
pect that the time is.not far distant
when we wil] be able to travel'from the
boundary line of the Recky Meuntains
right down through the northern por-
tion of Vancouver Island.. I-have.neo
doubt; at all but the.. policy. inauvgur-
ated by thé government at the'last ses-
sion of the House has been the means
.in no, sma.ll degree of brmgmg the

precent time.  (Conservative (heers)
“What has stimulated capital? What
has stimulated business in the city ‘of
Victoria? What has stimulated busi-
ness in the districts of Vancouver Isl-
and? Why, sir, it is the advent of the
Canadian - Northern  (renewed ¢heers.)
There is no question about that, and I
say that unhesitatingly. (“Hear, hear”

(Continued on page 7.)

KILLED ON WAY
HOME FROM BALL

Los Angeles' Man Viétim of
Auto Accident—Two Women

and a Man Are Injured

(Times Leased Wire.)

Los Angeles, Cal., Jan. 20.—Return-
ing from Pasadena at 3 a. m. tozday,
Lewis M. Woolwine, son of W. D.
Woolwine, vice-president of the Na-
tional Bank of California, was instant-
ly killed when his automobile struck a’
vegetable wagon near Bardstown.

Miss Rosaline Harrington, 29, and
Mrs. J. M. Grummond, who chaperoned
the young people at a charity hall. at
Pasadena last night, were: severe‘y in-
jured.

The parents of young Wo‘olwin\, were
to have given him a party at his home
to-night - in . honor. of hlS having. -at-
tained his' majority. S5 21 7T

-D. -M. - Orio, Japanese«dmven ot uthe
vegetable wagon, was probably M/Hy
injured. MG 2

WIRELESS ON 5
PASSENGER -STEAMERS|

s

Minister-of Marine Will Sheﬁl‘y‘ ;

Introduce Bill .in House:
of Commons-» :

MINISTERS WILL
RETAIN OFFICES

MIKADO REFUSES TO |
ACCEPT RESIGNATIONS

Twelve of Twenty-'Four‘ Con-
~-demned Sacialists Will Be,
Given..Life . Teémms' i ©

(Times: Leased- Wire.);

Tokio, Jan. 20.—Indication -that " the
Mikado has decided upon the most se-
vere action to dam the rising-tide of
Socialism in Japan came ‘to-day Wh_en
he summoned - Premier ~Katsura 'and
“Ministers Oura, Hirata -and Komatsu-
dara, and réfused to’aceept the resig-
nation’ of their portfolios, tendered as
a résult of the tondemnation of 24 So-
cialists, alleged to - have conspired
against the life of the’emperor: The
‘Mikado urged Katsura and his-counsel-
lors to work devotedly for the good of
the empire. The action  ig taken here
‘as being oné of the most:eventful in
thie ‘histery of the empire.

There is no indication that the~gov+
ernment will commute’ the “déath -sen-
tence against Denegmro Kotoku, lead-

{'er of the Socialists, “Suga 'Kahnothe
| woman assoclated _with Kotoku,
‘|.ten of the other

and

lec'ed consplracs Thelr faté wag decid-
ed after a four hours confe ence fofithe
procurator-general with thé icabinet
mmxsters PR e | —tha

At the ¢ ﬂqlumpn_‘pf t ”j'i'f'bh‘f‘éiehce
it was._ officially, _anno,qng

q thatbesova F
special-act.of Mercy, by ¢ (ei'xe' Mikado; 12

of the 24 Socialists sentenqqg 10 agathys

would be commuted one deggee tfoz)ena
i “tor i | Oldh bt
Hfbiteaithc

migderany

Stunnaa,,by,.tbé REITS ’5”

| ports that aldwgsheyeonds

.ul 41888, L X08ML, J(gt AU ; ,&31

(Times Leased ere)

Otta\xa Jan. 20—The Minister »Of
Marine will bring down a biit" in. the.
Commons in regard to <vireless tele-
graphy on ships. The - bill - will be,
along the same lines as the bill whic.h
E. N. Lewis already has on ‘the order.
paper and will require "all passenger:
stéamers on tidal watef* and on..;the
Great Lakes over a stated eapa.clty te
install wireless equipment.

PROPOSED MEMORTAL.

(Special to the ‘times.) .
Toronte, -Jan. 20.—A’* large: deputation
will wait upon Sir James Whitney  to-
morrow to urge that the hundredth anni-
versary of the
Heights be marked by :‘the "erection of s
monument in stone and bronze- near the
parliament buildings as a Ilasting me-
morial to Brock, Tecumseh, McDonnell
and the other leaders and soldlers who féeil
in the war of 1812-13.

VETERAN MINISTER DEAD.

Rev. R. Smith, Member of First Methodist
General Conference, Passes Away.

(Special to the Times.)

Halifax, Jan. 20.—Rev. Richard Smith,
a veteran Methodist minister of the Mari-
time provinces; died in- Halifax last gven-
ing. He was born in Maitland 81 years
ago. s Mr. Smith entered ‘the: nﬂmstry in
1840, and has ppent “his life in the church
work in-the three Ezst2rn provineces.” He
was a member.of the first Methodist gen-
eral conferenae at Terento in-1874: “A son
and grandson are in the ministry of‘the

battfe * of Queengtown |

Methodist - chiureh, the latgeg Rev.- Mr.

Baker,. in Torpniy.

escaped the death penap.y,
-epts of their political faith f to- da? are’
1, and ésSpite the Vl {nte 'Of
the pol'ice and, 319 goxerntﬂ d ehts)’
rumors, are genera.liy curreﬁf th tHe
execution s of the 12 ;SchaI s_!‘s Hatilf! o
L peril..of . zpeu: hyes XVJII be " oﬂo’wed by
a_series of th‘e. Yery Aacts. gﬁ vio1§ﬂé‘e
which the goygmnzengs Its drastlc

action, had hoped 10..SU pre
All over Tojio and in t ‘e.o,fher cmes
of the . empire, -the, le}ders df " free
thought are.. gathering thelp forces to
present. petitions to .the Mikado urging
clemency for all the prisoners. It will

be urged-that-no good can come to the|

emperor by persecuting. liberal think-
ers.

Partizang of Kotoku and_ hijs fellow
prisonerg to-day are already in receipt

{-of promises from the Sociallstic centres

of both Eurspe and Ameriea that every
possible effort will be made to.procure
from their- government -a representa-
tion to the government of Japan coun-
selling against: ‘the execution of the 12
prisoners ‘condemned:

“hatever the ultimate - fate of
Kotou and his followers. may: he, it is
certain that ‘Japan is -writhing -under
the world criticisms of their -trial and
sentence. The charge"madé abroad that
“Japan ig a barbaric nation'"has struck
home. How' deeply it-has’ struck is in-
dicated to-day--in ‘she ‘unofficial  an-
nouncement: that*Count *Okuma, .a
-leaderin’ spolitical - affadrs, ‘swill _ visit
Great Britdin ‘and Ameﬁcﬂmng the
coming Sumhier WitW the'iaea it s be-

Heved of éterﬁmﬁxg thefide ‘é‘!»ad\pgrse :

Srittelsm awetogee by hd’ saaalg,sﬁ in-

cident>ve a3t smibhapo® vsil

. This Wil bo Gount,Ofuma’s Afst !

A PLEASANT REVERIE

abroad. T his entourage, If it is final-
ly decided that he shall make the:trip,
will: bé ‘@ snumber of ‘the other leaders
of Japai's: political and milifary life,
and the whole affair will be designed
to: offset thecharge that the Mikadols
empire in any.way lacks the “trim-
mings"” of“the” Spirit of a modern
power,

FORTY MINERS KILLED.

Berlin, Jan. 20.—Forty miners were
killed to-day in 2 fire in the Casimir
mines cn the Russian-Silesian frontier,
according to dispatches to private -par-
ties here.  No.details of .the-accident
were ‘given.

'k EGIPR}OCITY RUMOR

to 44y prints a Washington “despatch
that the United States and Canadwn;
have  fully agreegi on a. reciprocity
treaty. The, terms of the  agreement
are not given in the despatcl:.

REGEIVER TELLS OF
LONDON BANK FAILURE

Promoter’ Used . Institution’s
Money for Investments
in Canada

(Special to thevDimes) i, s

London, Jan. 20.—THe’ dmcxa’l rés
ceiver’s statement, ssu\d to; f‘he ‘eredy-
tors,of the defunct Chafrfr
tells the story  of ‘th
(Canada of Carpentéf, Sér of

e wréckﬂd inutltuﬁo”j Cé,rpé‘n€er dhd
(Qree others obtained o age of ‘ﬁhé) Iegf-
islature of Quebed fo ”mcdrpﬁrd{

o Freey -ﬁn&h
Athntic ‘Qiiebec & Westé}n {‘l-wa

" Lonao Jan NETHe Lonash. Tlmes :

‘{'that -station:

’3which “5f¥*46" the north.

l’llllllll(

WIRELESS PLANT

DEAD TREE STATION
HAS BEEN COMPLETED

—

Word - Expected - Daily From
New Dominion. Addition on
~Queen Charlotte Istands

Work on the construction of. the new
wireless station at Dead Tree Point,
Queen <Charlotte Islands,” the latest
plant in the chain of stations being
built on. the Pacific coast.by the Do-
minion government, -is nearing comple-
‘tion; and:werd that it is in eperation is

expected “any ‘day’ by E.-J,' Haughton,
superintendent.

Seme time ago the steamer Leebro,
under ¢harter to the Marine and Fish-
eries department, took north the ma-
‘chinery and ‘material’ for the plant.
The telegraph instrument'is‘as strong
as the others which have been com-

; missioned by the government and daily

reports will shortly beé ‘réceivéd from
This -new addition will
greatly
ness-at Ikeda.. As therévaré no wires
.connecting- the Queen :Charlottes with
the:mainland the wiretess gtations have
rtosattemdsto all: the work.:

‘It Will4ai80" be ‘of great importance
to™“VESEEYS;* eéquipped” with  wireless,
In British
FEoihnYhis “wlters o steafier In’ distress,
Which ¥as wiréless; stafids little chance
BE ‘S‘e‘lﬂg"lo'st‘as the radit of the stations
o ¥hé" fdnd en®ircié this distance. One
By =ong” e Stdffons hdve Been con-

| 1910." The" bankrupt deGtiired’
'.ééts of ‘hns ‘partnérs i‘x Séﬁ!ém 13, 190
nd then, fotmed a cof Hry’”éa
”N Canadian Eotapafiy A e”ﬁ
called, says'the ‘recéiver“thé“Ceohs ruc:
tion Company, to~-which he s tl{g
fbanefits:ang  all cights wnd pr g
1hereund.e; for the sum of £50, \t,ﬁ
-ing £5,000 in cash and the balqgg\e 0,
| £35,000’ in “fully patdttip "shaTes lof 1he
ﬁvw dombpariy. Cﬁrpentei' stz'ft?es
nce 1904 he has paia away™u b.:d;
£300 ON) Bt the defunct 'banft"s ?nogey

companies,” in réturn fbr WhicH  he. &

| ceived honds and‘s'hareg » thé’tailw
.company . which no D
;~tatement ot aﬂ’airs as' av‘ f{g’

line, the. Atlantic & :
railway, and describing ! his £;'an9actions
‘with the Quebec Oriental Railway Co.

CARPENTERS MAY STRIKE,

San Rafael, Cal.,, Jan. 20.—A generail
strike of the building trades in lLos An-
geles was forecasted in the endorsement
of the report of the Los Angelés council
by the State Buuwng Trades Council at
its seasion®yesterday. The carpenters will
demand an- increase of wages from §$3.50
per day to $4, after March 15. Los An-
geles delegates say. they exnect the in-
crease will be refused:

CcOLD IN SASKATCHEWAN.

Regina, Jan. 20.—The storm has-abated
in this district, altnough the weather is
still biting cold. Train Service remains
disorganized, and the Canadian Northern
has declared all trains‘indefinitely. can-
celled. The southeast blizzard of ‘yéstér-
day morning turnéd last:night and blew
from the mnorthwest and m.-qrconditmns
even: worse than before::

'——‘“‘—-'-zv-sc =
The London fire ‘brigade fags q.n average

policies on London pr erty,*_grg .qsuma,ted

7;‘ Wit AGE thi

gonnection with~ these two’ Csna,dian 4
station 4“4t Gonzales Hill, ‘& new mast

of 6500 calls a- month‘ The fire: msumceq 3

struttéd By “the Dbminion’ government,
gervice has reached .the
TheStStats of: emciency ‘and-iig un-
ednilled”in -the wor:
Word ‘Hadbéen “receivad: 'trom ‘the
Horth "thit " "fhe’ "Cinadian < Northern

pree C

Padlfit? Fishéries” Coinpf&nfi prepose.

Fes

Feomméncing - work “on the erection of:
o HArdless Statich at Virago Sound.and|

SHYént - of * diréct telephonlc

the’ e3tablisH
TR MeEsSsétt; - whieh

cvmmuni cation "

{ wﬂf bﬁng C}ra.ham’ island ‘into commu-
in nicgtion With"thé ottdide world.

To Inércaie the aerial’ at“the local

'ts bBaing érected on-the land recently
nuré‘hased ‘thete by the ‘government.
The new stick " will-consiat ‘of three
secﬂons "the base belng about 80 feet
mgh 24 ‘fnches = squdre, and ‘weighs
1 t foHST Tt will be 200 feet in height,
som tWenty feet higher than the pres-
ent omne i use. When the new pole is
in position the aerials will be strung
petween them; which -will be a distance
of about 400 feet, thereby greatly in-
creasing the sending and receiving
powers of the head station.

FIGHT FOR EXPOSITION,

‘Washington, D. C.; Jan. 20.—The indus-
tria} arts committeé 6f the House to-day
by a vote of 6 to 9 fayored New Orleans
as the site for the Panama expesition. This
action of the committée had been fore-
casted. ' It is bellievéd that a fight on the
floor is-certain when the final report by
the rules eommittee, to which Representa-
tive Kahn’s resolution favoring-San Fran-
cisco "'was referred, is made. next week.

BANKER S8HOOTS HIMSELF,
*

Reno, Ney., Jan. 20.—Insanity, Induced
by continued il _health, .is given as the
catséof the:suicide here of Alexander
Borland, - president of the First National
Baplky of  .Lovelock, Nevada, who was
“buried; Jhete to-day. Borland, who was
1Y, gga,nt,._mto the attic of ‘a house
o0 yanch, buried Bis head beneath a

at £1,C"5.040.919.

'. SRDeS

';‘naﬁﬂ 8, ﬂ‘d‘bﬁw out his- bre.ml. _

WORKING 500N

relieve the préssure of busi-.

OVER FORTY PERSONS

ARE LEFT HOMELESS

e

;Flood Conditions in Oregon Im-

prove-and No Further Dam-
age is Expected

(Times Leased Wire.)

Portland, Ore., Jan. - ~20.—Flooding of
the lands along the upper reaches of
the Willamette river have practicaily
removed all danger of a destructive
flood in the vicinity of Portland, and
though the high waters and rains com-
bined have caused an;eéstimated dam-
age of 360,000 In Portland and its su-
burbs, it is believed  to- day that but
Iittle further harm will - result. The
Willamette “is stili rising slowly, but
the weather bureau predicted to- -day
that it will soon begin to recede. A
few of the Iower docks are flooded.

Reports -from Oregon City indicated
that the paper mills endangered yes-
terday, are now. safe.

It is~beliéved that the ecrest of the
floed will strike Oregon City some time
this afternoon and Portland to- night.

At  Corvallis and ‘Albany several
streets are still under water but the

: waters are receding.

- The heaviest damage stustained’ from
fleod waters in the vicinity' of Portland
was at Lentz, ~a ‘suburb.. Johnson’s
clough, a tributary’of the Willametté

Triver, overflowed its banks and earried
away a dozen homes and rendered over|

two score persons temporarily 'homé-
Jess: ‘The. damage was : éstimated at
£40,000.

Tht railroad lines are '111 clear and
normal schedules obtain out of Port-

I 1and- to-day.

Yamhill Falling.

McMinniville, Ore., Jan. 20.—It is be-
lieved that the crest of the flood in the
Yamhill river has passed. The river
gauge registered 44 feet shortly after
midnight and this morning the waters
are falling. While the sky is clouded,
indications are that only a little rain
wil] fall, if any. The lowlands are in-
undated and several homes in the low-
lands have been washed away. There
was a small loss of live stock

HON. R. LEWIEUX
SPEAKS AT MONTREAL

Canada's Commercial Ascend-
ency is the Admiration of
- the World

(Special to the Times.)
Montreal, Jan. 20.—At "the annual
banquet of the Montreal branch of the
Canadian Manufacturers’ Association
last - night, Hon. Rudolph A Lemieux
made his first important speech since

his return from South Africa.

“Canada  -to-day,” he said, “had a
constitutional fabric which was the
model for all the deminions in the em-
pire. Such was its growth that under
such circumstances it had been able
to obligate all the ancient natxonal
feuds and assimilate’a: most ‘mixed
immigration. Our commercial,ascend-
ency, thanks to' thé ‘wisé’ ‘Anancial
policy adopted by this eountry twenty-
five years ago,*is the admiration;of the
world to:day. and although we hi.ve

been for many years neglected by’ our
great neighbors to the south, they are
to-day exhibiting a desire to cé—qper-
ate and trade with us %3

CONSERVING THE

2

FORESTS OF ,‘cAmm;

Hon.S. Fisher- Speaks at Meet—
ing-of the Dominion For-
-estry  Commission:

(Special to the 'mmes) e

Quebéo, Jan. 20.—Hon. S, i‘isher de-
Uvered the first address at the Domin-
ion Forestry ‘Commission 'ye.sterday.
He congratulated -the province on the
work of  fire  prevention, particularly
along the line of railways,

J. C. Peters, of the United .States
Forestry commission, reviewed the con-
servation work there, and said 5,000
fires cost $25,000,000, destroying forests
of 4,000,000.acres. Thirty-four per cent.
‘of the fires were caused by rallways,
the cost of extinguishing them being
$1,000,000,

C. B. Hall, Quebec forestry -superin-
tendent, advocated  the _erection into
reserves of all  mountaineus lands
carrying 50 per cent. areable spll; bet-
ter patrols, lookout: stations, <regula-
tions of timber -drives and telephone
gystems where roads are non-existant
or scarce. ’

The afternoon’s gession was given up
to the consideration of proposed legis-
lation dealing with forestry matters.

STRICKEN BLIND.
New York; Jan. 20.—D.uglas de Grouche,

composer of light opera, was stricken blind
so.suddenly as he sat at-his plano Jast

‘evening that he asked who had switched

off the lights. He may regain his sight.
Physiclang” say blindness resuited - trom
paralysis of the opti¢'nerve, probably caus-
ed by the rupture of ‘a blood vessel. 1f the
blood clot can be absorbed, de- Groucne
will régain ms stght.

.

FORMER PROVINCIAL
MINISTER PASSES AWAY

t &

Served m Four Cabinets—Pro-
minent Ploneer Had Largg
Victoria Interests

(From Fridays Dally)

The death occurred in London afte~
a prolonged illness, of one of the lead -
ing pioneer: residents and chief figure«
in the early life of the province of Bri-
tish Columbia in ‘the person of Hon.
Forbes George Vernon. News of hi:
demxse was conveyed in a brief cabl-
message to Col. A, W. Jones, a life
long personal friend of deceased and
agent of his considerable estates.

The flag at the Union Club, of whic's
organization the late Mr. Vernon wa'
one of the founders, is flying at half-
mast and on all sides there are hear
expressions of sincere regret at 'th:
rassing of one whose life had been s *
intimately related with the growt'~
and development ‘of British Columbi -
since crown colony days. Mr. Vernon
was in his 68th vear.

He posessed large interests in Vie
toria which city he regarded as hi~
home, and elsewhere -throughout th-
province He owned the Vernon bloc’*-
on" the corner of Douglas and Viev:
_streets and had only recently .approv -

ed of plans for.a large addition to that
structure.

The late gentlemen, who had an in-
teresting political career in this prov-
ince, ‘was the third son of J, E. Ver-
non, D..L.; of Clontarf Castle, Dublip.
Ireland, where he was born in 1843
His. family was one of the oldest an?
most :illustrious of England, took it«
name from the town of Vernon i»
Normandy, and was established i»
England by one. of the companions i»
arms of Willlam the Conqueror. In
the . fifteenth century a branch of th:
family was established at Clontarf an’
acquired large estates there, which arn
at present owned by the famiily. Th~
castle on the estate, which is histori-
callyicelebrated, was founded by th~
Knights Templar -in the twelfth cen-
tury and was rebuilt after the origina!?
design by the present -owners.

The late Mr. Vernon was educated
in England for the Royal Engineers
and in 1863 received a commissior’
from  the” Imperial government. He
resigned this, howeéver, shortly after
it ' had been granted and in the sam«
year, 1863, in company with his
brother and Col. Haughton, came to
British Columbia where they engagel
in ranching and mining in Yale dis-
trict. After ‘a time Mr. Vernon tool
over the management of the entire
business and soon became possessed of
one of the finest farms in the prov-
ince.

In 1875 he. first offered hlmself as a
candidate to represent the importan-®
district of . Yale in the provincial legls-
lature and was returned by a large
majority. In February, 1876, he ac-
cepted the portfollo of chief commis
sioner of lands and works in the Elliott
cabinet, and on returning. to the peo
ple for confirmation in. this positio~
was re-elected. This position he re
tained until . the generaj ‘election o’
1878, when. he was re-elected by his
constituents, but in consequence of th-:
defeat of the Elllott administration.
Mr. - Vernon was in opposition.

In 1882 he was not a candidate for re-
election, but in 1886 he was. again re-
turned, and on the death, in 1887 o'
Hon, Mr ‘Smythe, he aceepted office in
the, Daﬂs government as chief commis
sioner of 1ands and works. ' At the gen-
eral elections in 1890 he was again re
futned’ By his .constifuents, and was
Fgiyen ghe position of ichief commission
er of Iands and works in the Robson
government. He also held the port-
folio of Tines and agriculture in th-
Davie government during its term o
office;. between June; 1892, and’ March
1895, and on the advent of the Turne:
gtrVemment in the samé ‘year retired
from politics.

Mr, Vérnion - in‘ 1877 married Mis-
Bapks, who died in 1885, leaving tw.
children.”"During his later years' resi
dence in British Columbia Mr. Vernor
was’éngaged 'solely in the managemen’
of his private interests. Possessed o’
ample means:he became identified with
most eof - the.important . developmen*
projects: as:they: were. moeted and his
holdings to-day: must represent a con-
siderable - sum.

In temperament he was as an Irish-
man possessed of that jowvial dispositior
characteristic’ of -the race, and hi
passing will be regretted sincerely b~
the host of acquaintainces who stil} re-
main ‘in this province. ¥

FIREMEN’'S COLLEGE.

New York, Jan. 20.—New York city
has the first firemen’s college in the
world, and every man on the force ex
.cept the chief and the faculty on thc
college staff is going to school agair
to learn thoroughly the trade of put
ting out fires and saving life. . The col-
lege i8 the fulfillment- of a-dream <©f
many men interested in the fire de-
rartment, but it is the direct resul*
of work by Commissioner Waldo an¢
Chief Croker.

The college consists of four schools—
the officers’, the engineers’, the proba
tionary . engineers’ and the -companv
school. Courses = of instruction ar-

Jmaintained in fifteen subjects—generz

fire fighting, use of apparatus anc
tools, engines and boilers, use of hlgI
pressure systems, marine fires; care o’
horses, care of hose, sapping and min-
ing, high tension -electric currents
combustibles and explosives, gasolin:-
motor engineering, fire telegraphs, aux
iliary fire appliances, first aid to th:
injured, and discipline and administra
tion.

The college .is conducted by the fir~
college board, subject to the control ol
the fire commiisioner.




