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1 enve: point-out if they can show one sol-

---Fostenan Fallacies Exposed.

\Eol}owmg

'.Bnchard Cartwright's speech in the, budg-
t .debate at Otiawa:

Speaker, like my predecessor, 1

will feel compelled t6 crave the indul-

‘gence ‘of the house on this occasion if I-

$respass on. their patience. for somewhat
woré than the time I 'usually require. 1
feel that it will: not be in ‘my power 1o
‘qupke my speech as interesting as the
Matter half of his'epeech was; but I will

de my best, notwithstanding, to “relieve’

meimnotony wlnch anends dxscussxons

er L herveﬂs, and perhaps
X iy, divided his speech, which was otvery
anusual length, although amply warrant- |
ed by the magnitude of the subject, into
wwo parts.. The first portion, consuming
sbout two honrs and a half in delivery,

‘as ‘well 48 my DemOTy Serves, Was 0ccu- |

d it ‘& eulogy of the late, 1.suppose
%mmay say late, tariff. The honorable
gentleman pointed out, ‘with greaf force

and with great unction, the high, noble,
" and patriotic motives which actuated the

. fegmiers of ‘that tariff. - He dwelt with

. “almest’ equal unction on. the enormous

. benefits which had accrued to the . vast
mass-of the people of Canada yunder the
+ benéficent influences of the National Poli-
¢y. Nor did he forget to reprimand those
evil-minded men who had dared to epeak
.raf :that great Apohcw as a blight and &
. ‘cosse.  But, sir, whilst so far I can bn-

~derstand that the honorable gentleman |

-amay have camied -a large number of his
mtemwﬁhbm,ldot’hmk that
-wien in the succeeding two hours snd a
“half he proceeded to ‘maul and. maim,
anrd mutxlste and .mangle jn every con-
shape ~and form. this { glorions

b’f art tlye Numnnsl Policy and the |

;i wewn&? ﬁhe gatmi;:)d:’olf-

z do: oonceiwe t in the m o
m { pmﬁnpo—-l fear

Zﬁdagpeartobe

ném‘ moonsistency behveen the: fisst half-

and the latter half of the honorable gen-
-~ tleman’s speech. By the time ‘the aon-
orable gentleman had got through with
what T have described as the late tariff,

T.am bound to say that ¥ think that ta-

riff, or rather the tariff which succeeded

it, could only be ‘properly ‘desaribed by

the Janguwage which Lord Byron applied
to the man who fooled around a powder
magazine: “the very mother who bore
him would mot have &nown her son.”
‘(Laughter.)

One thing only the honorable gentleman

"did oot do, which he ought' to have done:
" he did not ‘swéteed in ‘exercising the de- |-
‘mon ‘of protection ‘from the tariff which
he otherwise ‘treated so badly. The shell
was altered; gmontw&rd and fleshy ta-}
bernacle swwas altered, but the spirit of
protection remained as before.

Now,; sir, I would ‘ask in all sincerity
and kindness the honorable gentleman
and “his- friends,- and. his - .
throughout the country, to consider what
manner of. thing was that tariff which

‘t‘honorsble gentleman dealt so roughly |

-on ‘that ooceasien. Su-, at least in
“honorable gentleman’s eyes, I think
that fhe tariff should have been entitled
" to different treatment. - Was not the ta-
" 7i#f the last born, best begoften child
of Sir John Macdonald? Was it not
tenderly nursed by Lady Tilley? (Great
h iter.) I mean Sir Leonard Tilley.
as it not the tariff’ which the great Sir
es 'Tupper had been sponser to and
wife? 'Was it not, thérefore, onti-
“to beétter treatment than it received
at the hands of the minister of finance?
I oan only liken the treatment it re-
eﬁved at his hands to the story so well
selated by Vistor Hugo, in which he de-
acribés how a noble boy of princely pa-
rentage strayed from his home, fell into
¢he hands of an itinerant tifiker and how
that tinker did eo matilate and deform
that prineely child; that he made if it @
hire Hip, split moee; squint eyed monstros-
- ity s as Yo heneeforth of no use to any
jpome but the - tinker:and hs friends.
- {Eaughter) = -~
I observe that in the recent a.ssembly
of a body to which I 'desire to refer in
all. nespect no less important-and august
2 body than the Protective. Association
of Manufacturers,” meeting, 1 think, in
Moronto; that one fervent admirer ‘of the
ate tariff intimated, I think semi-offi-
“eially, that the only way. to deal with
- those who laid sacrilegious hands on the
%oly tariff was shortly to affix a hempen
wope to their necks. T confess I thought
for a moment when Mr. Gurney made
: i mcmmnend&mon it was me he had
‘it appears-if was mot exact-
Ioéc but secret traitors to-whom

_he had reference.
val.y I have one question to put to the
minister of finance, He knows, and we

é‘ all-know, fhat-a thing of beauty is a

! joy forever.” Has heé not fold us' time
and time again almost without' number
what a thing of beauty was the late ta-
. wiff, and yet it is his sacrilegious hands
“that ‘have mmed and “mutilated  that
‘peantifol object.  Incidentally and in the
eourse of his remarks the honorable gen-

t:eman did four tHings.  First of all he;

was good nough to ‘explain  to us the
g the tariff: Bo you think, Mr.
g: ker, fhat

was prefatory to its exodus?'

{Laughter.) Tn the next place the honor-
a‘ble gentlemsn erlarged, and 1 will pres-}

ently enlarge, on the innumerable tokens,

of general prosperity throughout this
esouniry. - For my special bepefit, T sup-
pose; he dealt in a small chapter of- de-|
_. ficits,  And jastly he gave us a leeture
on tariffs and explained how all. tariffs

bolos Capadisod el el h
: with rédpect’ 10 the ﬂo e, the
‘&gghe “patHotic motives which dctu-

oble_men: Who founded and in-4
e v N. P. and the tariff bhased’

ﬁiafeon, it is possible for us to obtain

= ittle hofter evidence than fhat of the'
- fingnce minister.

“fThat henorable gen-

_ tleman was m preoent on that auspic-
w occasion; ‘he did not enter parlia-

many years after the tariff |
oo ys‘hid fact. Now. we are

mzh-uem 4n having in this house,
ind ‘delighted to see him here now,
oman who was present on that

ig. the  full reporf of Sir

supporters Bue

{Langhter and appro-

protective, ﬂhe British |

oceagion. He was very bigh'in the coun-
cils of his party. [He was deservedly a
bosom friend’ of the late Sir John Mac-
donald; and I propose to redd what that
“most n'mmpeacﬂmible witness had to éay
88 to ‘the lofty, the patriotic motives,
which- impelled the man who originated
and founded 'the tarift.

‘Hers 8Sir ‘Richard OCartwright' quoted
what Mr. McCarthy had said as to the
Conservatives in - 1878 being. prepared
with a free trade policy if Mackenszie had
gone - protective. - Sir  Richard, smiling, |
gzid:_,-ﬂ was 1my fortune early m hfe 1o

“hetter or had better ‘opportunities”  of
knowing him than @ had, and I know
this at least, that while Sir John ‘Mac-
donald was in the prime of life and’in-
tellectual vigor, on all oceasions he spoke
of protection as a hollow sham and in-
timated to 'me and many others his belief
that a revenue tariff was the onl one
properly suited to Canada, and: unléss

am  greatly misinformed the honoraible
member for North Simcoe (Mr. MeCar-

this in mmny of his ‘speeches, as toiex-
press his opinion, which 1 believe was
true enough in his time, that the protec-
cording: to - his undenstanding, by Sir
dient. -

Now,  sir,” the bonorable minister, of

audacity, looking at all the facts—to rise
in his place; he, the ministér of finance,
the man who presumably ought; by vir-
tue of his position, to be fhe best ac-
quainted with the true condition of the

people of this country, and to, tell ns.

that Canada svas emjoying at -this time

Thise, sir, was what he said—he, coming
from the Muritime Provinces, those pro-
vinces which in the last ten years have

not added ome per cent. to their popula-.

txon, I believe; he, coming from the pro-
vince of New Brunswick, which in the
last ten. years has mnot added 61 . souls
to its entire population; he, representmg
the county of King’s, which within the
Iast ten years, puiting together the abso-
lute loss of population and mnatural in-

Tost well nigh 9,000 souls on _a present
population of 23,000-—thls ‘aonorable gen-
tleman, knowing these facts and having}
- themn: forced upon his ‘notice in every :pos-
sible shape and way, dares to tell us that
L this country is in a state of general pros-
perity. € lause.)

Sir, it is a known pd troe saying,
“where wealth accumulates ‘men decay.”
.I will mot dispute the fact that in the
“province of New Brupswick, if we are
to judge fitom the specimens wé have
on the treasury bencheés, there has been
a great decadence sinée the days of the
late Sir Albert Smith and Mz, Isanc

IMr IFoster—ﬂn size. (Laughter.) -

Sir Richard Cartwright-—I am afraid,
however, if the men have decayed the
wealth has not accumulated, unless; per-
adventure, 8¢ much ad niay have flowed
into the pockets of fortunats individials
Hhaving seats ‘on ' the'judidiary of the
grovindée or those owning lands: im ‘the
‘itimediate wicinity of some railway sta-
tion.

8ir Richard then nwemt on to say tbat
the deficits of the‘Madkenzie government
were- ‘due -to ~obligations ‘cast upon the
country by the Macdonald gumnment

peml of ‘having a deficit.

/The . minister nf ﬁnance gaid’ it 'was
xmpoesible to have a Tevenue. tariff with-
out a decent protections This: was mot
the case, and the ‘British’ faxiff’ to-day
gave no protection,. ‘The minjster is fond
of: looking to Hnglish precedents.

Hon. Meémben—Fond . of saying -so. -

Sir Richard Cartwright—1 accept the
correction.  The honorable gentleman is
fond of saying he lodks to English pre-
cedents, but very fond of following Am-
erican ones. Mhe honorable -gentleman
left-it to be inferred that there’ was an
incidental protection in ' the “English ta-
riff. . T-havc here the English tariff. I
will give the honorable gentleman: my
place and my time, and ‘he may show
them, if he can, that it affords incidental
protection, or I will read the items. in suc-
«wcession, and I challenge him to show one
single solitdry item in the FEauglish c¢us-
toms tariff which gives incidental protec-
tion ‘in any &hape or form. The custems
teriff of Britain yields a total of about
“£20,000,000 sterh'ng 'l‘he first item is
- £4.290,000

) g the duty on
foreign spmts. és- the honorable. gen-
tleman say that there is any inecidental
protection? The next is £1,268,000 ster-
ling on wine, ' Does he say there is any
protectiion there?

The :third duty is a duty on tebacco
yxeldmg £10,124,000, and he onght to
know, if he dées not 'know, that the Eng-
lish excxse laws - are 8o .arranged that
there is absolutely and ‘utterly no protec-
“tion to the English grower there. Then
there is the duty on tea, eocoa, coffee
and ‘chicory, amounting to £3,745,000.
‘Itsmay be knmown fo the henorable’ gen-
tleman, but it will be news to the hounse,
that there are sections of the Britisl
“Isles in which 'tea, cocoa,’ coffes and chic-
ory can be grown to advantage.. - Bo
there is: no incidéntal’ profection 'there.
The remaining duties, #nd they are very
“small indeed, are  £345,000- from dricd
fruits, not an artlcle aéordmg much: in-
eidental protection, and’ £33,000 on mis-

cellaneous minor customs duties which
I have mot investigated. - There is the
. English customs tariff, and now and here
“I defy Him “or any. of His followers to
-ghow one vestige of incidental protect:on
in the Enghs’h customs-tariff as it etands
'to-day.

. Mr. MdNeil—T would like to nsk the )
hanomble gentleman if t:;rekie aot-nel-
-dental protection @ipon whis!

” hard c«ﬁwﬂm—he noumme

to the prohibition commisgion. - My g:
“pression is that it is the other way. My
jmplression is- that thome made whisKey
is coneiderably more faxed than it ought
to be fin moportion to the taxes which

among any of his col)enguea knew him -
ug any & 4} examine the position in. whwh we find

thy) so far, at any rate, ‘corroborates

tive tariff of 1879 was only adopted, ac-’
Joéhn Macdonald ag a temporary - expe--

finance had the—well, I must call iti

‘8. great measure of general prosperity.

crease which' it has failed to. retain, has-

The minister -of fipance was. in eenous,

mmber ‘had' beuel\ refer. that .question:

‘Seoteh or Irish -or Buglish whiskey

‘Mr. - MeNeill—Thers is a8 ‘duty Hpoﬁ
.imported | whiskey, and . nonmeeﬂtb 8
protection to the home made’ mskm

- 8ir - Richard mtwﬁam—&nd a 'yery
heavy excise duty upon home made whie-
key.. However, my challenge wie to the
minister. otﬁnance, ‘but ¥ know he is not
. ag good an autharity (upon. whiskg
my - honorable: friend. 8ir; T
be-glad: fo have the honorable mlninter
or his friend the controller of inland rev-

 itary [instance where there is a. particle of
T incidental protection -or protection of &ny

' kind at present contained in the‘ British
F'tariff. Now. I will net say to the: honor-
able gentleman, “Tarry at Jericho until
your beard: be grown,” fhat appears to
be necessary, but T will.say to him that
he had better mot undertake to instruct
this side of the house in matters of polit-
ical economy -until he has mastered at
least the A B € of the same,

{Sir; it is,-as the honorable gentlemen
was good.enough to remind s, exactly
fifteen years, or within a few days, since
the initiation of  that scheme of fraud
“misnamed the N. P. It becomes our
duty now to-recall some of the promises

4 which were made 10 the people of Can-
' ada when that deinsx%n was. palmed  off

“on “them; it  beeomes " our: duty. aléo to
ourselves to-day.  Sir, what is that posi-
tion as compared with 18797  We find
that ‘our national debt is very mearly

the honorable gentleman knows it is more
than $240,000,000 now. 'The real taxa-
tion ‘of this country, as compared w:th
the taxation poured finto the treasury
in Mr. Mackenzie's time, has been abso-
lutely trebled if you put together : vot
merely the sum: which goes into the trea-
sury, but:the sum which ia taken cut
-of the podkets of the people for the bene-
fit of a few hundred persems. Of the
great mass. of farm- property amnd the
great mass .of town and village property
every one at least in the older provinces
has been frightfully depreciated in these
fifteen years.

{Far worse than that, a thing T Tegret
infinitely more than the Joss of a few
-hundred millions: of dolars, is the fact
known ‘to ume,. proved by the 'United
States peturas, that most  unhappily to-
“day, out of every male born in Canada,
between the ages of 20 and 5O years,
one ' in three i3 found in the United
States, and-T make that statement hav-
ing reference to the great percentage of
the youth of our country who are found
in the annual migration to the United
States, - Sir; in ten: years; if there is one
particle of truth in the official statistics
laid on the table of the house by the
‘hotiorable gentleman’s colleagnes, -during
that period 886,000 persons came fo Can-
ada intending to settle, and our- census
retumis show that searcely 150000 -of
them remained with us. During .those
ten years,; if the United States statistics
are to be relied on, and. if, as I said,
our statistics ' are  worth = the paper
they  ave .. .written -on,  we. haye
Jdost s in: . Canada. a. million and o ¢
quarter: ‘of . -people,. -puiting .together
the 1088 of the emigrants: who: came here
intending to settle; and the still more xm-
-portant  factor .of  this loss of, our ‘?
people 'who: bave: gone to the ted
States; all.these things have occnrred m

quite sufficient to ep it to- sustain
50 and it may be 150, ,G)OOfﬁgeople

Now I-ask the minister. of nee,
whether in the teeth of facts like those
he is not ashamed to repeat the statement |
-withouf one - particle of foundaﬂon, in
fact, that this country is in a state of
general. prosperity, - Nir, ‘is it: necessary
to maintain and defend the general pros-
perity by means. of knavish franchise re-
turns, -is it -necessary to do it by bribing

seen 5o often done? et us, for our part,
fave - the situation ‘frankly. - Let us un-
- derstand where 'we are, and let ns under-
stand: what we -are: to: do, before: we de-
cide how far the proposals of the gov-
ernment. are worthy of the acceptance of
the .people. of the country
Sir, ‘what is our. situation?

Why, in_the first place; looking at the

gauging  it, as it onght to be gauged,
by the amount of interest we pay, is
quite 'equal perhead as rTegards the bur-
dens .of the people to.the great public debt
of England incurred during hundreds of

of wars: - It is equal, I believe, to: the
war debt with which-the United States
emerged . from their great and desperate
civil war. . As-I pointed out, if you will
take the real taxation inflicted by the tar-
iff on the people of Canada, and not mere-
ly- the normal taxation recorded. in. our
public ‘acecunts. ,you will find that per
head the sum paid by the people of Can-
ada to=day quite equals the sum paid by
the: people of HEngland eollectively  with
this extremely serious dﬁﬁerence that,
~whereas fhe English tariff is wisely and
Jjustly 'so: distributed that the chief bur~
den after all falls on the shoulders of the
upper -and.wealthy class. - Our tariff is

chief burden’ falls. on the shoulders of
the meedy, and ‘the imost heavily taxed
man in ‘Canada is the poor man with a
large family to wsupport. - We know per-
fectly ‘well, as I have said, that the
flower of ‘our youth tto-day is not to. be
found: in Canada, but in - thé United
States in a great measure, . The hon.
gentleman knows, we all know, and we
all regret it, and no man regrets it more
than myself, that sthe stupendous efforts
that have been ‘made, and the enmormous
sums that have been spent in prosecuting
the eolonization of ‘the northwest,-has re-
sulted in ‘what I ean: characterize as no
better than total failure; taking into ac-
count-on the'one hand, the :character of
:our exertions, and on the other hand, the
great naturgl .resources of our ceuntry.

The hon. gentleman must know, and if
not, any of his friends from-the rural dis-
teicts can inform him, that within these
teni or fourteen. years the prices: of onr
leading farm: products have dtopped till
they: have touched to-day .the.: lowest
point known 4n 40 years. The hon. gen-
-tleman disclaims -all -power to add to the
‘valte of farm products, they now tell us
hosw these’ causes. are beyond: their con-
trol.  'What said the hon.: gentleman’s

preaching-the N. P..in 18787 " Why, our
ears were dinned . with: declarations that
with the ‘N. P, ithe people would have. 3
home market for everything they could
raise ‘and obtain high prices for ‘every-
thing they could produce. Every village
would become a town, every town would

th ; “grow ¢
wine and not to the ma.nnhcturer a of g

doubte. < ‘T left it at $140,000,000 net,

A coundry having a-populdtion of five mil- |
{ions, but having lands . and TEsSources |

the ‘electorate by wholesale as we: haye |

question of :the public. debt, allowing. for_
the - difference in  the  rates of interest,
there is no-dowubt our debt at this moment,-

years and in ‘the prosecution of hundreds .

wisely and justly so distributed that the

friends and p:edeeeesore avhen.they were

nereased populatmn wbich

Slr) > & think

3 'otieunthe worst. 1 fear that
prices have fallen there is-danger

fiﬂ tower yet.

If the hon. gentleman knows his busi-
“nebs e should know that when he talks
“of one h\mdred and twenty or one hund-
‘red and fifty milkons of -additional -sav~
{rigs, that is-quite insigmificant when com-
pared ‘with the loss te farmers of Canada
alone by reason of ‘the: huge depreciation
which has taken place .in the yalue of
the farms from one‘end of the country to
the ‘other: - As'I'say, and I know where-
of 1 ‘affirm, ‘that"in the province of On-
tario ‘alone there has been a decline of
ten ‘dollars an acre on every acre of chl
tivated land from one end of the prowidce:
to the-other,“and I am informed by those
who have larger power of- obtdining: infor-:
mation than myself that what is trdeé’in
Ontario is frue in Prince Hdward-Island,
New Brunswiek, Nova Scotia’ and Que-
bee, and if the hon. gentleman:will under- |
stand what that means-he will'know, that

1 for every dollar that has gone into the

savings banks, three or:four dellars bave
gone out of the pockets of the farmers of
Canada.

The hon, genfleman in. the course of
his remarks advanced one absurd fallacy.
The hon. gentleman took credit fo the
N. P. for the whele growth of manufac-
torjes. ' ‘Why does: the' hon. gentleman
not know that ithere were ‘plenty of manu-
factories in Canada before we ever heard
of the N. P.? Does he not know that the
growth of Canadian manufactures during
the period from 1860 ‘to 1878 was very
econsiderable indeed, and if he is going to
claim credit for that growth, he must in
all consistency and honesty deduct first a
percentage of increase équal to that which
Iaccurred during the period when we were
living under. a revenue tariff.

My hon. friend near me says that if
that. -were done there wounld ‘be nothinig
left. . "That is fo say that though there
wounld be a few speclally favored indus-
tries which ' had grown up, fhere would be
in another guarfer of the country a mark-
ed absence of natural, wholesome, indig-
enous induistries which have perished un-
der that blight and. curse.

The hon. gentleman said, and said truly,
that Canada had been very .suecessful in
weathering: the: financial storm ; which
very nearly wrecked so many industries
Fin the United States. - Sir, for that re-
m;lt_very considerable credit, in my judg-
ment, -is .due ‘to. the Canadian banking
system, . which I have always. defended
against the attempts made by the same
hon. gentleman opposite, and unless. my
memory fails to serve me, made by the
finance minister to interfere with it un-
necessaniy But I have a citation to
give the hon. gentleman; I know, and' I
haye seen more than once; I have seen-it
as a private man and have seen it as a
minister, and it is perfectly well known to
men of experience in Canadian -affaira
that as a rule a great and general disas-
ter in.the United, States, for instance,
will. not make itself fully felt in Canada
for a year;‘or it may be two years, after
it has occurred, and. if the hon. -gentle-
man understands- the real situation, he
and his ‘colleagues, however comirary it
may. be to their inclinafions - otherwise,
should pray night and morning that.the
rolond resting over the United States be
spepdnly lifted, because. 1 tell them, Know-
mg of ‘what I speak, -that if unfortnmate-.

iy the United States -were again to g6
thmgh. a period. of similar depression. to
that whieh prevailed. from 1873 to 1878
the hon. gentleman wonld find his revenue
and; his: receipts. reduced day -by day in
/88 infinitely. more alarming rate than he

{:might -expect: T desire that the United

States should. prosper, I believe ‘and hope
| with:the hen. gentleman that the financial
tornado which bas swept over them will
:be of short: du.raﬁon, and they may be
speedily. restored . to something like their
previous prosperity.

L doipot know what I can say as to
kthe proposition the-finance minister.made
4n the direction. of reciprocity. Is it im-
possible -for this.government to. do_any-
thing by wholesale? Must they tinker at
évery. proposition they make? ~ Dg they
not know that all these petty-little ofters
of concessions to the United States are
practically sworthless?.  Let. them come
. down with a bold: and decisive measure
for. reciprocity, -and although -1 must say
that-their conduet-has not been altogether
anch as to reconwnend them, I think they
will get 8 very fair consideration from the
sgovernment and from. the people of the
United States... Butf, sir, that is just
L.what they won’t do, they won't meet the
United States, they won't eyen tell the
parliament of Canada what they intend to
do ‘with respect to offers-of reciprogity al-
ready -contained in the tariff of the Unit-
ed States. . Where it suits their purpose,
on-one or two individual articles, .as my
hon. friend.(Mr. Laurfer) pointed out last

that they will under ecertain -conditions
go for reciprocity, bur when they are ask-
¢d as to:what they shall do as to a parti-
cular article - known to be recommended
by the United States, an article of great
importance and involving very important
manufactures indeed, why sir; it is quite
impossible to. obtain anything but - the
most frivolous and eentradictory answers
from. them on a-point, when they ounght
to know their own minds and be prepared
te take the house into- their confidence.
"Phereis' one other point with:- respect
to the statement of the finance minister
which deserves some consideration. - The
hon. gentleman’s proceedings. have been
this at any rate; that they import an ele-
ment of great uncertainty into the trade
and business of this country. He has
got in a very remarkable fashion new light
on the tariff. ‘Who:can tell us after the
next- election, may the ‘hon. gentleman
not get new hght the other way, and that
all these changes that are made on the
eve of a general. -eleetion,  not many
months, as he says, before a general elec-
tion, may not after the general election be
.reconsidered and: reconstrueted as hereto-
fore. - Let my farming friends look to
$t, and take geod, and gtrong, andisolid
material guarantees, that these gentlemen
musi be kept-in the same frame of mind
that they are in at'this present moment,
We asked the hon. gentleman last night
for ‘information, ‘which; I think, we had a
right to. We asked him to know what
-his ‘ealeulations were as to the way and
extent ' in: which : these varied ' changes
;would: affect the revenue' of the country.
fWhat was the answer we got? We
wanted to know the loss of revenue that
was likely to acerue in consequence of the
‘rednctions of .duty, but" the ‘hon, gentle-
‘man’did not know. = We asked to know
the Toss' which was likely to’ accrue from
the bounties he proposed to give, bt the
hon. gentleman did ‘not know The hon.
gentlemian told us’that it'was all ghess-
work, and that the resunlt of his lueubra-
tions was in brief this: that he was about
ito make & leap in the dark and he did

“confer

important’ respects that they ‘may [

night, they are ready enough. to. declare|

"ft is not possible: for any but an

he would g:d There is

Mr, ker, an ‘honest
jon & good for the soul, but
‘whether one nhieb is not so honest will

gly' g not qglte 1

and demonstrative fres trader; 3
tleman -t_md I am not ‘quite

_bot r a:free. tzader, _
or.at “least a reventue- t:ri.i! man; after all
is said and done, the hon. .gentleman
ought in all conscience to let us know it.
But T fedr ‘that even if the. hon, gentle-
man isconverted he will keep tha§ con-
vergion, ‘ds he has done his. conversion

| on_ other; subjecty in which he originally

entered life with very pronounced  opin-
‘fonis, pretty well at the back of his head
Ainti lthe election is over:

The ‘speech -of the finance minister in
one regard might be described as one long
apology to the manufacturers. He want-
ed the manufacturers to understaind that
he was their dear and trusty friend, but
he also wanted them to understand that
the- wolves were after him and that self-
preservation was the first law of mature.
The hon. gentleman’s.conduet on this oc-
casion is not altogether unlike the anec-
dote published by Punch of the Russian
mother- who, being pursued by . wolves,
first affectionately : kissed: her. babes and
“then threw them:over, or perhaps the hon.
gentleman’s conduct might be more fitly’
described by “a reference to /the ancient
Bgyptian tradition, that when a deluge
overspread the country, the antedeluvians
of that date put their children under their
feet, in order ithat they might therefore
prolong their base and miserable existence
a few ‘seconds more.  (Laughter.)

There are-three things which especially
strike me in the ‘hon. gentleman’s re-
marks.  One of them was this: in this
tariff' of “his -which is to supersede the
old one, there is appurently an utter ab-
séfice of ‘any govérning ‘principle. ' You
jmiight “definé that tariff as a tariff in
which the very maximum' of disturbance
is: infroduced, in 'which ‘the” véry maxi-
munt of los§ of revenue hias occurréd, and
in which’ the 'mimimum of ‘genuine sub-
stantial relief to the consuming class is
given. ‘T do not say that no relief is
going to be given, but I 'say that for a
thoroughly revised tariff T never saw more
disturbanee  with moere pitiful results.
1f 1 were going to coin & word for it, 1
- would be very apt to describe it, not ex-
actly 88 a tariff of shams, perhaps, but
certdinly a8 a tariff of ‘make-shifts. There
is no: sort of finality -about suwch a tariff
as that. The hon, gentleman will fimd, and
I warn: him and. his supporters, and I
warn the manufacturers, the hon gen-
tleman ‘will “find you' cannot stop there.
He: will have ‘to go further..He will find
himself compelled whether he likes it or
not, by reason of the very concessions he
has given, and of the very steps he has
taken, to surrender or to quit.

The second thing that must ‘strike ev-
eryone in this tariff is the fact that of all
tariffs that have ever been submitted to
Canada this is ‘the tariff  that - looks
straightest and most -direetly to Washing-
ton. 'We can ‘easily see why this house
was not-allowed "to meet until the very
latest ‘moment that the law - permitted.
Fhe- original tariff was, it is ‘true; a mere
plagiary of the tariff of the United States
Jbut-it was -hardly 80 servile a copy as
the hon. gentleman is disposed ;to make
in the one he has now mxrodnced {

Sir, what ‘have ‘these hon. gentlemen
done?  Did.:Mr. McKinley ‘impose  or
threaten  to -impose . new -taxdg? - The

“house: will remembep that straightway the

hon, minister of finance imposed new -tax-
es.. Did Mr McKinley remit any taxes? |
Did he lower 'the sugar duties? Siraight-
way  the hen. minister of finance lower-
ed his sugar duties. . Do the . United

-States make- alterations all along the line

of .their tariff. as they propose to do by
the Wilson bill2 = The hon. gentleman
straightway ‘makes ‘alterations all along
the line of his tariff until, as he told us
last night, there  is . scarcely apy. more
than an imaginary line  between  the
amount. of taxes levied under the Wilsou
tariff and. the amount levied under his
own. I think he put it at 28 per cent. un-
der his and 30 per cent. and a decimal
under the Wilson tariff,

There is another point on‘whick I have
a waord or two to say. . This house will
remember well the denunciations with
which this chamber and the country too
rang when I dared to say.ﬂmv‘if Canadian
interests-required if, 1 'would not hesitate
to have discriminatory = duties against
Great Britain. What have these men
been doing in their tariff! = From' start to
finish, this whole tariff of theirs has been
one huge discrimination against “Great-:
Britain. Sir, that was from the necessity
of the case, Great Britain is a great
manufacturing country, the greatest man-
ufacturing country now -known in ‘the
world. ’Therefore, ‘if you  introduce a
tariff for the purpose of‘protecting manu-
factures, ‘it follows necessarily that you
must ~ discriminate, and = discriminate
heavily against Great Britain.. Now, sir,
ex-
perienced expert to tell how far, in these
changes ‘‘which the hon. gentleman has
made, that particular effect of his taniff
is increased or removed, but I know, and
the hon. gentleman knows, timat a criti-
cal analysis of his:former tariff at any
rate shows all through a very great dis-
crimination indeed against Great Britain. |

Why, ‘sir, in a eertain document 'pur-
porting to be official, T have no reason 10
believe that the thing was forged, said to
have been prepared’ for the use of the
hon. gentlieman, I come upoh such items
as these: - Iron axles imported from
Great Britain 61 per cent.; from the
United States 44 per cent.; bar iron im-
ported from Great Britain 38 per cent.;
imported from -the United States 27 per
cent.; boiler iron from Great Britain 41
per cent.; from the United States 23 per
cent.;- ‘cast iron from Great Britain 52
per cent., from the United States 43 per
cent., and so on through a long list of
articles which I will not now inflict on
the house.. Now I should like to know
what under ‘these crcumstances is the
‘hope of the government. Well, &ir, ‘appar-
ently the hope of the government is sim-
ply in the chapter of accidents. It is
possible, and T think in their inmost hearts |
they will be heartily glad of it, that tariff
reform in- the United States may fail.
It is possible that the well expressed will
of the people of the United States may
be frustrated.

Now, I observe that thie ion. gentle.
man ‘did in one or two places deprecate
allusions to the past. We dwell with
the present, deal with the present, he
said, not with the past. = 'Well, sir; T can
understand perfectly whx the hon. gentle-
man and some of hig friends too, should

_deprecate allusions to the past. - People

with a certain class of antecedents do
not like allusions to the past. If I
wished to endear myself to an assemblage

—

of a pa.rbculu kind, no doubt 1 :
abstain from certain allusions to th, .
In addressing, for instance, an assem] EM

of ex-convicts, I do not know that [ v, i‘
dllude to the eff oulg

€ets of the transpor; atioy

e {system, or If T were addressing 5, asseq,

blage of Trandulent vankrupts [ ..
Kiow Ut T would allude to the iy,

4ance of an insolvency measure fop .

"who aheated “their ereditors, Simi]
it i8-Wot right o falk of a rope to
whose predecessors were hanged
Whose predecessors deserved to he ;.
eds- T do not doubt that it ig {.w,‘:,{‘
unpleasant to some of these hon. .
men to recall the promises which |}

ed jn the N. P. (Cheers.) What ...
we promised then? Why, sir, ahoy, .
and “before all we were promised . ..
omical government. An expenditu. .
twenty-three -and a hatf millions that ,‘;‘
a frightful thing, according to Sir Da -‘,g

Macpherson it 'was an appalling (1.,
I have his statement here to that of
An - expenditure of twenty-three 4
half millions was a thing to be congey
ed.  To 'Sir Leonard Tilley it
shocking thing and Sir John Macq
thought it ‘a horrible thing. Sir,
are the faets? . I left office with ap .y
penditure of twenty-three and a half p,.
lions. - My snceessor comes down
tells ms. that he reguires to provide fo; ,
expenditure of thirty-seven and a1 )¢
millions. - T can_show you the )
where. Sir Charles’ Tupper promis
that 640,000,000 bushels of wheat .,
annum. from the Northwest would be .
ported at a time long past.. T can oy,
chapter and verse for the promise
by 8ir Chirles Tupper and backed
by 8ir John Macdonald that by th
of December, 1891, we should be
ceipt of $58,300,000 of eash or securi+is
which would be better than cash from 1.
sale of our lands in the Northwest ty in.
demnify us for our outlay on the C. P. 3
I have likewise the public account: i
my hands to show that from the day e
oc¢cupiéd the Northwest down to the
ent hour, though we have voted away 1y
empire, we have not obtained from it
enough to pay the costs of our survey:
They :talked of increasing the price uf
farm ‘Jands amd ‘products. How sy
these hon. gentlemen now? . Now
tell ‘'ns that npome but guacks and
latans would@ ddare to tell the pe ople of
Canada that it was in the power of ayy
government to increase the price of farm
products. "Agreed, none but quacks
charlatans -ever &id or would use sucth
language’ which was used by the men
who founded the N. P.

But while there are eauses no govern-
ment can control, there are others which
are perfectly well ‘within the power »f
governments to control. Sir, every gov-
ernment can control the amount of taxa-
tion ‘it finds necessary to impose on the
peéople, BEvery government if it likes can
confine that taxation to the amount ab-
solutely reguired to meet the necessary
services of the counffy. Governments like
wise can very largely affect the distribu-
tion of wealth.  In those two ways nﬂ
only in those two ways, there is not t
slightest doubt government can larg»
affect the general prosperity of the coun-
try. . Now we dare confronted with the
results of the course we adopted in 1879,
‘What has been the,cost? T notice that
the hon. member for North Simcoe, Mr.
McCarthy, put it at about the sane
amount that I did, although he arrives at
his, figures by _a somewhat different pro-
eess. T belieye there have béen exactel

from -the: people. of Canada during the
l{st 153 yw in real taxes, paid, not int

but idte the pockets ‘of th:
mnnnfactm%m as well, not " less thun
$1,000,000,000,  and for that belief I
shall at the proper place and time, give
adequate and sns)sts;ntml reason. I have
given fhem several times before, and they
-haye. néver yet been controverted on that
side of the house, ~When they are replied
to, 1, or some of my friends on this side
of the houae, will be ready to refute the
answer. | 'We lost one and a quarter
million people in fen ybars, and very near-
Iy two millions in the past 15 years. They
haye introduced a debdsing and degrad-
ing element into the body politic. If there
was no other reason, if all they could say
as to our material advantages and pro-
gress were true, a8 1 Know it to be false,
it would be enough forever to condemn
the protective principle in the eyes of
' honest men that wherever you have pro-
tection yom have corruption, and corrup-
tion in- the highest degree. Protection
and corraption are perfect Siamese twins.
They never have been separated in this
world, and I do not think they will be
in -the next.

Now, I have another thing to say o
the hon. :gentleman, ' There are certaid
docnments ‘which we ought to have had
“before ‘being ealled upon to discuss this
tariff. . Then we ought to have that table
-of ‘ates in the hands of the hon. gentle
mah, showing’ the practical discrimination
against  British goods under the tariff
The hon. gentleman cannot deny that such
a thing exists. He wanted to keep it for
his own private use, but some of us wers
favored with a copy, not with consent, I
confess.

Mr, Foster—Tell us how you got it?

Sir Richard Cartwright—I am 1ot
bound to tell you. The thing exists and
you cannot deny it.

Mr. Laurier—We got it by mail.

Sir Richard QCartwright—It came
Her Majesty’s postmaster-general.
him, .

Now, there is another point on whid
T have a word to say.. The hon. =
man made a considerable deal of the ir-
crease of trade.. That is a good and
wholesome sign. - I join with him in con-
gratulations on the increase in trade. It
is-one of the most chaering symptoms that
has occurred- for some time. Let us
derstand what it meaas: He would ¢iv®
‘us to understand that this increase of
$6,000,000 .in ‘the total' volume of trade.
this increaise from $241,000,000 to $247-
000,000 is :an. extraordinary and unpr-
cedented thing
- Why, sir, I look back to the year 1875
and what do I find?- T find that we had
then: a total volume of trade of $217
000,000. . Does the hon. gentleman know
what that means? Let me tell him, sir,
-that it means that in 1873, twenty years
ago; with a population of three and three-
guarter -millions all told, we had a total
“frade of -something h.ke $57 or $58 per
head, . and to-day with a population of
five millions' we have a total tradg¢ of not
$50 per head. - This means that we aie
fifty millions of dollars short relatively
of the standard we had obtained in 1875
‘Well, sir, I am glad to see that we ar
going up the hill, but on my word I I»
not° see that an inerease in 20 years ¢
f'about -thirty-three  millions of dollx 3
giving an .average total trade of $50, less
than the figure we had attained in 187
-ghould’ quite reconcile us to all the other
facts that I have alluded to.

i & think that before the hon. gentlen}:iii
nsks this house: to. come to a decisi®
upon his proposals he ought to have stat
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