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Mr. President and Gentlemen:
If the bosom ?* the future should hold a destiny for

^nada apart from the British Empire; if the cherished
ideal of loyal British peoples around the globe should
never be realized and separation rather than closer union
become a fact; it will be due in no small measure to the
present-day Americanization of Canadian thought, Ciaa-
dian habits, Canadian literature and the Canadian iptvss.
By this I do not mean the creation of an annexation
sentiment. Indeed, the process referred to is going on
side by side with the growth of still more , vigorous
opposition to continental union. It is rather the gradual
but steady development of a non-British view of things;
a situation in which public opinion here regai-ding the
hfart of the Empire and Imperial policy is formed along
the lines of United States opinion, and, tkerefofe, of .an
alien point of view. :, ,,, ,1., .1/

Public opinion in Canada has been ,ouriousiy fonaed
and developed. It is the product of external influence to
a greater extent than has been the case, in any country! of
historic times. In the beginning! French, traditions
strugjgled with English ideas and ideals., A 1 little, later,m Upper Canada, the Americanized school-books. njihiiii
Egerton Ryerscn so vigorously denounced,^ Amteicaai
school-teachers and American preachers, helped t»fi|^t
an also imported Loyalist sentiment aadi «he govftmiftg
predominance of a Tory par> whose 1 views! were.,thodl^
01 tnc cU^ tQ which its members kad b^onged

||f ^c


